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The Mattie Beal Payne Home was started in 1902,—completed in J1909.
With basement and attic it is a four-story, lé-room affair., Built in the
colonial or plantation style, it was the "finest home" in the then strag-
gling frontier town of Lawton. And even today, with restoration work
only begun, it retains much of its gracious charm,

The finest materials available were used in building the home, Red
tiles cover the roof. The original outside finish was gray stucco, high-
lighted with multi-colored sands from the Wichita Mountains creek areas
near by, In the sun the exterior finish appears multi-colored., The home
has a classic circular entrance portico, supported by two-story Corinthian
columns, Windows are decorated with ornate stone cornices and iron grill-
work, There is a porte-cochere on the left side of the house, a two story
barn/garage/servants quarters structure at the rear,

The first floor (see enclosures) has a parlor, living room and dining
room, kitehen and pantry, bedroom and bath, a large receptlon hall, From
this reception hall a stairway leads to the second floor with three bed-
roons and a bath, and a large ballroom.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A month ago the site of lawton, Oklahoma, was a vast
plain covered with buffalo grass, Then hundreds of prairie
schooners were seen bound from the East, North, South and
West to a common point, with thousands of people; then an
Arab camp with snow-white tents upon tents was spread over
the vast plain, Then came canvas restaurants, stores, saloons,
in order, until the place has a Coney Island aspect, with dance
and gambling halls and all manner of noisy entertainments,

At last we can imagine the stately city of the future, with
colleges, churches, schools, palatial homes, long, broad
avenues, sheltered by majestic elms, Such is the history
Lawton has begun to make with rapid strides,

-- leslle’s Weekly, Sept. 7, 1901

Women's Lib came to the Oklahoma frontier in 1901. And Mattie
Beal, a pretty 22-year-old Wichita (KS) telephone operator, was not one
to let such an opportunity slip by, When President McKinley ordered
more than two million acres of Kiowa-Comanche lands opened to settle-
ment, he specified there would be no by-then traditional *run" (in
which case the race for land went to the swift and the strong ... or
the one who got there “"sooner" than he could have legally), but rather
& glant lottery. For the first time the frailest of the so-called
weaker sex stood as good chance to gain a homestead as the burliest of
males, Mattile Beal saw her opportunity. She took the train to E1l Reno
and on July 17 she became one of 164,416 land-hungry Americans to
register for 13,000 160-acre homesteads, On July 29 her name was the
second drawn, giving her the second choice of land on which to file,

In preparing the Kiowa-Comanche lands for the cpening 320 acres
had been reserved near the U.S, army post of Fort Sill for the town
of Lawton, designated as county seat of Comanche County, Around this
half-section on the west, north, and east Indian allotments precluded
future expansion of the town-to-be other than to the south., With this
in mind James R, Woods -- whose No, 1 lottery draw gave him first pick
of land sites -- selected not one of the two square quarter-sections
lying immediately south, but rather the north half of both quarters,
This elongated homestead, a quarter-mile wide and a full mile in length,
effectively "sealed off" Lawton and assured him that his 160 acres
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Chapman, Dr, B, B., "lawton's Founding . . ."
Morning Press, August 5, 1962
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Research Materials prepared by the Lawton Heritage Association
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would be the first to profit from the city's grouth.*

* Curiously, men standing near the land office when Woods
made his decision known immediately raised the cry of "Hog!"
So here, perhaps, nearly three quarters of a century before
the term gained popular usage, Oklahoma had its first acclaimed
"male chauvinist pig.” Be that as it may, the term stuck with
Woods the rest of his life, Actually, he profited little from
his claim, whatever its shape. He had to fand off claim jumpers
and a variety of lawsuits, This undoubtedly contributed to his
taking 11l and dying a few years later,

Mattie Beal responded to Woods' move by making her 160 acres conform
to his in shape, and ad joining him on the south, Almost at once she
realized that there were far more people in the area than could be
accommodated by the lots being auctioned off in the townsite, Rather
than wait the required year, when she could show proof of homestead im-
provements and thus claim deed to her land for $200, she petitioned the
U, S, Land Office in Washington to commute her ¢laim for townsite purposes.
This was donej; the land was platted, and the auction of lots began Aug., 10,
1902, Mattle Beal had made the first of many contributions to the growing
town, Within a few months more than 300 new homes were built or under
construction in Beal Addition, Lawton's first sub-division,

Not all the land was sold for residential purposes, Mattlie Beal
Payne (she had in the meantime met and married Charles Warren Payne, co-
owner of a lumber yard in the new town) set aside lots for a park, a
school, and a church (present Beal Heights Presbyterian), The nation's
best known "hello girl" (as newspapers across the country dubbed her)
had become almost overnight a solid citizen and town builder, During her
lifetime she never ceased to boost Lawton in any way she could, With her
husband she entered into all aspects of civic, church, and social affairs,

* Mattie's lucky draw in the land lottery gained her world
wide attention, "Miss Mattie Beale, beautiful, blue-eyed, young
telephone operator from Wichita, Kansas, draws claim number 2 in
Kiowa-Comanche land opening . . ." That story in the Kansas City
Journal was echoed, with pictures, in newspapers everywhere, Among
the more than 500 letters proposing marriage were several from
English nobility who'd read her story in the London Times.

The Paynes were able to start thinking of a better home in 1907,
(Five years before, in filing her homestead proof, Miss Beal had described
her $250 in improvements this way: "I have a two-room frame house,
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shingle roof and ether outhouses, two good wells and about two acres under
cultivation . ., ."”) As a child Mattie Beal had spent considerable time

in her grandparents' plantation-type home in Missouri, She had many
pleasant memories of the big house and the gracious life style it accommo-
dated. It came as no surprise then to those who knew her that the Paynes'
new Lawton home, completed in 1909, would reflect the grace and beauty of
the Missourl home,

The colonial style mansion, following Mrs, Payne's death in 1931, fell
on hard times, It changed hands, had its spaclous rooms troken up with
temporary partitions for apartments. Finally, threatened with demolition
in 1971, a Mattie Beal Home Preservation Committee was formed, The old
mansion was purchased finally in 1973, by the Lawton Heritage Association,
Restoration work is now under way,
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Supplementary Statement on Architectural Significance

Architect Richard Allen Smith, of the firm of Horacek
and Smith, Lawton, OK, calls the Mattie Beal home "the only
example, in this area, of residential, neoclassic Greek Revival
Architecture, which was popular at the turn of the century,
With its semicircular entrance porticgo, Corinthian columns, bas
reliefs, and dentiled cornices, (it] introduced Eastern American
cultural and social ideas to the pioneers and settlers of Oklahoma
Territory. "

Miss Beal consulted the Oklahoma City architectural firm
of VanMeter and Schmitt, who rrobably rrepared sketches of the
floor plans and exterior elevations. Smith believes the curved
entrance door, faceted glass, wooden stairs, and beautiful stained
glass windows (depicting the rolling Wichita Mountains near by)
were executed by craftsmen brought down from Kansas specifically
for construction of the house,
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