NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 10024.0Qia,

(Oct. 1990) _B

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

I JUL 2fi2m
National Register of Historic Places ]
Registration Form NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name First Presbyterian Society Meeting House
ottier names/site number First Presbyterian Church. Second Congregational Church, Millbury Federated Church

2 ! onatinn

street & number. 70 Main Street  not for publication
city or town. Millbury 0 vicinity
state Massachusetts ,code MA county  Worcester .code 027 zip code 01527

3. State/Fefiera! Agenr.y Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

M meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide H locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, State Historic Preservation Officer Dale
Massachusetts Historical Commission

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets n does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau /

Zonal Park Service Certifir.ation
heraoy certify that this property is: Date of Action
I'entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



First Presbyterian Society Meeting House
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
A.private Ji building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.]

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RFI IGION- religious facility

7. Descriptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal
MID 19'* CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
N _J .buildings
Q. sites
, structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: Granite
walls WQQD

roof ASPHALT
other. Gl ASS

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Firs Presbyterian Sodety Meding House
Section numbe 7 Page 1 Millbury, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Summar/ Paragraph

The First Presbyterian Society Meeting House isa 1/2-gtary, wood-frame building dating from 1828, It is a previoudy
undocumented design by architect/builder Elias Carter. In form the building is Gresk Revivdl; the temple-front westem
facade has atriangular pediment supported by afull-width open portico. Some of the decorative dements, however, ae
clearly Federd, includmg the attenuated Tuscan columns and the fanlights over the doors and eech of the windows on the
three principal devations. On the exterior, these devations ramam largdy unchenged from their original 1828 form,
mcluding narrow dapboard sdmg and Tuscan pilagters. The mterior of the church retams many demeantsof itsorigmal
1828 form, as dtered in 1862 by arenovation that reversed the orientation of the main auditorium from west to eedt.
Located m Millbury Centre, Massachusetts, the church wiss built facing the town's (new) common, on the main road
leading from Armory Village on the Blackstone River to the regiond trading canter in Worcester. A twenty-foot extenson
was mede to the eestam end of the building in sages in the late 19* century, followed by afurther parish house addition
therein 1965. The current pyramidd segple top is atemporary replacement for the original, which was leaning and hed to
be removed in 2006. Owned by its congregation, which isnow known as the Millbury Federated Church, the First
Preshyterian Sodetly Meeting House isin good condition and is only dightly dtered since its period of sgnificance
(1828-1960).

Location and Setting

Millbury Center isthe largest of the villages that make up the town of Millbury. It began as Armory Village, aplateeu on
the northem edge of awide crescant sivep of the Blackstone River through the uplands of centrd Massachusetts The
water power genarated by the hundred-foot fall of the Blackstone River in Millbury led to the establishment of an armory
herein 1808 and the rapid devdopment of asucoessful mill village. Located directly between the cities of Worcester and
Providence, Millbury Center boomed with eech of the subssguant waves of transportation: the Blackgtone Cand, the
railroad, and, to alessr extent, the highway. Theresult of this settlement pattem is a heterogeneous clugter of mixed
resdentid, commercid, and ingtitutional buildings dating fromthe initial settlement of 1810 to the 1830s arebuilding
campaign in the 1870s and 1880s and numerous mid 20*-century replacements. The First Presbyterian Society Mesting
House anchors the first block of Main Street north of ElIm Street, acrass from aamal common at the village canter.
Between itsbusness blocks, this gretch of EIm Street contains numerous ingtitutiond buildings, including the pogt office,
fire gation, publiclibrary, former high schoal, town offices, and the grand AsaWaters House (1826-32), designed by
Agher Benjaminand listed in the National Regigter of Historic Haces Mam Strest south of Elm, dong the Blackstone
River, was the canter of the manufacturing village. Main Stregt north of Elm, the immediate stting of the First
Preshyterian Sodiety Meeting House, indudes the Itdianate-style brick Millbury Baptist Church (1864) directly acrass
Mam Stregt, and agroup of Greek-Revivd style housss across Church Street. The mouth of the reer dley on the other Sde
of Church Strest (directly north of the church portico) bearsa sgn designating it Russdl G. Mason Sguere, in honor of a
local soldier killed & Anzio Beach in 1944.

The Nationd Regiger boundary for this property corregoonds to the legd boundary of two lots, known &s Lots 128& 129
onthe Town of Millbury Assessor's Map 53. Thiscombined parcd contains the Millbury Federated Church (originaly
the First Presbyterian Sodiety Meeting House). The church's rectangular |ot islong and narrow,frontingon Main Sfregt
and bordered by Church Strest to the north and the publicright-of-waydley to the south. The frontage dong Main Strect
is 96 feet, according to the assessor's migp; No modem survey of either lot exigts The parcd extends back 296 feat
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easstward dong Church Sfreet to arear driveway. The eestem boundary of thisparcd isirregular, cutting diagonadly across
the reer parking lot. The southem boundary gppears to indude mogt of the wide right-of-way dley, which indudes an
informal parkmg lane next to the church foundation and two narrowfravel lanes. The assessor's card dates that 1096 of
the lot IS right-of-way.

The highest pomit onthe lot is a the facade (westem end) of the church; Church Sfreet and the Iot both dope down
gradudly to the eadt. Between the front of the church and Main Sfregt, the front lawn aso gradudly dopes down towards
the west. Thisrectangular front lawn isheld in place by a Granite Retaining Wall smcture, athree-sded box that digns
with the ddes of the church and connectsdirectly to its gramte foundation (Photograph 1), At its degpest pomt, near the
southwest comer of the church, the retaining wal reechesfive or Sx feet in height, while it isless than afoot high dong
the Main Sfreet sdewak. Theblocksin thisretaining wall are squared and dressed, and decorated with a rough-
hammered surface. A broad mecadam ddewak bisectsthe front lawn and connects to the wide granite front sgpsof the
church. A contemporary metd handrail is atached to both Sdesof these 9gps A narrower mecadam sdewdk runsin
front of these Sgps south toward the dley, where it descends to the dley roadway by a seriesof five granite Seps
Presumably this granite retaining wall was built in 1877, when the church took up a subscription for "repafrs on church
and curbingin front of church," the wall shows up on the earliet Sanbom fire insurance map (1888). Because the areaon
the other three Sdes of the church was defmed on the Sanbom mep as apublic right-of-way, the retaming wall would
have had the practical gpplication of kegping horsesand cartsoff the front lawn. For the purposss of this nommetion, the
granite retaining wall and its assodated walks and geps on the westem end of the church count as a single confributing
smcture.

Exterior: Church

The First Presbyterian Society Megting House isa 1 Yi-gory, dgpboarded, wood-frame, Gresk Reviva church with earlier
Federd styligtic dements (Photograph 2). The church meeaures gpproximately 48 feet wide by 84 feet long (not counting
the parish house rear extenson, which will be described below). The temple-front westemn facade hes a friangular
pediment supported by afull-width open portico. The foundation of the building isa combination of brick and granite
block, laid aop mbble gonein some places Theridgeline of the geble roof runs eest to west, and the roof (originally
date) iscurrently covered in agphdt shingles. The current egpletop isatemporary replacement for the original, which
was leaning and hed to be removed.

The westem fafade is asymmetricd threebay composition, with an overdzed cenfrd doorway. Large Doric pilaster
comerboards (five inches wide on eech eevation) define the westem comarsof the building. The gpen front portico hes a
combined brick-and-granite base Massve amooth-surfaced granite blocks are usad as facing on the bese of the portico, a8
pavement for itsfloor, and as plinths for the free-standing Tuscan columns (Photograph 3). These four large, hollow,
wooden columns are eech 90" in diameter. Complete with base and capitd, they each support the projecting temple-front
roof (Photograph 4). The ceiling of the portico itself isflush-boarded,like much of the portico, to maintain the illusion of
gone The building entablature hes aprominent divided frun band supporting the comice: awide frieze with a narrow
architrave below. Theraking comice of the triangular pediment isunadomed, and theflush-boardedtympanum is
undecorated except for gppliedfriangl e-shapedtnm. The square roof seddie of the gegpleisthe only origina segple
dement remaining; it hes been topped with a square deeve and apyramidd cap. The seddle hes dgpboarded Sdeswith
block-like comerboards, which may have bean textured like gone quoins originaly.

(continued)
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The church windows have a sngle T-shagped cenfra mullion, with alarge gained glassfan ebovethe T-bar and gained
glass ssehes on both sdesof the cenfrd bar bdow (Photograph 5). The cenfra vertical mullion isinsgt dightly, ad
connected to its sill and the top crassbar mullion with awooden scroll bracket. The bottom and top of these side-window
daned glass pandsare mounted on Sde pivotsto provide ventilation to the main floor and galery. The gained glass
windows have been fitted with protective plagtic covers st in four-part seeh on eech sdeof the cenfrd mullion. Only one
top and ane bottom saeh per window are uncovered and free to pivot. The huge wooden front double doors eech have four
gacked, recessad, wood pands Above these doorsthe effect is continued by double-fixed wooden pandssimilar to the
movesble doors below (but decorated with only three pandsingead of four). The blind fanlight abovethem isfilled with
louver datsaranged in afan. Neither these upper door pands nor the fanlight is expresssd on the interior. To hold the
doors open when necessary, foot-long hooks, atached to the Sdesof the doorframe, fit into eye anchorsin the center of
each of the main doors. The frim around the doors and windows is incised with longitudind grooves.

The north and south sdedevations of the building are dso symmefricd three-bay compodgtions. Almost mirror imeges of
each ather, each hes the threeidentica tall window pairs, the three-part entablature, and the pilasters’comerboards  on the
ends Both ddesfeature ground-floor (basemant) level windowsthat gradudly increese m sze towards the eet as the hill
falsavay and more of thefoundation isexposed. The southem devation, dong the dley, features 66 double-hung sseh
onthisleve and adiminutive emergency-exit haf door toward the wesem end, possibly the original location of the cod
door (Photograph 6). A angle amal window, highin the eesteamwall of the origina church buildmg between the roofline
and the rear extension, lightsthe main attic.

Eadt of the main church block (pest the rear comerboards) is a 20-foot reer extenson with alean-to-like hip roof that
atachesto the de of the gabled-roof main block. Thisextenson gppearsin the 18388 Sanbom map, and presumably wes
added—at leedt in part—during the 1862 reorientation of the church. On the south Sde, this reer extenson hes adouble-
hung six-over-six window lighting agtaircass, and adoor that leedsinto the ground floor (basement) of the church. The
door hes an daborate hood with aleanto roof, sugpended from the Sde wall and supported by an daborate Stick-Style
framework of bevded stmits and corbdled brackets (Photograph 7). The six-panded door gopears to be origind. The
northem eevation differs from the southem in two ways. Two downspouts drain the north sde of the roof (Photograph
8). Moresignificant isthe 20-by-I 6 foot parlor extenson northward from the north Sde a the rear of the church.
According to the Sanbom mgps and church higtories, it was congmcted between 1899 and 1902 This diminutive, gable-
roofed wmg extenson gands a right angles to the main body of the church, and hes two Stick Style (or more generaly
Quean Anne) characterigics ablind segp-pitched roof gable on the westem sde and gpplied operwork basket arches
ove the paired westem and northem windows (Photograph 9). A much smdler single window lightsthe attic of the
parlor. The pafred southemn windows of this extension have a smple sgueare surround that extends from the bottom of the
wall to the archifrave & the top of thewall (Photograph 10). All these ground-floor windows contain double-hung, 4/4
sxeh.

Exterior: Parish House

The dgpboarded parish house connects dfrectly to the church extension. Built on apoured concrete foundation, thistwo-
dory rectangular gmcture (with full basemeant) mesares gpproximately 42' wide by 68' long. The southemn wall of the
parish house maintains the same plane as the southem wall of the church, presenting an unbroken 152" building wall
dong the right-of-way dley. Theflat-roofedparish house shares a comice linewith the church extension, and hes a
pargpet wall above (Photograph 11). A angle vertica frim board marks the division between the church and parish house

(continued)
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volume. The seventbay southem devation of the parish houseis compased of evenly goeced 6/6 windows with Smple
slls. Theonly variation isadoor on the ground-floor level a the westem end. A concrete ramp with apipe railmg mekes
this doorway handicapped accessible. The door hes nme lights in its upper half, and the hall beyond isfurther lit by arow
of gix fixed lights above the door. The eestem end of the parish houseisthree bays wide, with the center bay taken up by
double doors (each with gx lightsin itsupper half). These double doors are topped by aband of seven lights, which light
the hal beyond (Photograph 12). A large concrete stafrcase of ninef readsdesoends to the rear parkmg lot, with sx-bar
railings on eech 9de and squares of plywood protecting the landing. The southeest comer hes another wide Saircase
which produces the only outsde aooess to the full besament of the parish house A smdll, end-gabled, wooden shed covers
these besament doors, and wooden wing wallswith piperailings protect the dairway. The six-bay northemwall hesfive
evenly gpaoed windows on bothfl oors,and then asixth bay a the westem end where the wall juts out to provide an
entryway (Photograph 10). This entry door issmilar to the entry on the opposite sde of the parish house, with the
addition of an gpplied entablature and dight hood.

Ste Elements

Sevard dSte dements need specid mention here. North of the eestem end of the parish houseisaamdl 8' xIO' gable-
roofed, wood-frame Shed (Photograph 13). The church was issued apermit to erect the shed in 1991 and it was recorded
& mepected in 1992. Becauseit was added after the period of significance, itisanoncontributing buildmg. A church
signboard is placed neer the northwest comer of the front lawn (Photograph 4). Thislighted Sgnboard gopeerssimilar to
a sgnboard once atached to the front wall of the church, depicted in aphotograph from middle of the 20* century. This
heavy metd sign box is Gresk Reviva m syle: it hes a pediment top and is atached to its posts with Gresk-key brackets.
A diamond-shgped metd insart in the tympanum of the sign holds a cut-out of a cross, while the bar benegth holds a cut-
out MILLBURY FEDERATED CHURCH. The cutouts are backed by white glassand lit a night. The center of the Sgn
box opens 9o that the message can be dhianged on aweekly bads. The Sgnboard is aconfributing object. On the north side
of the church, two granite posts are widdly goeced in the Sde yard, roughly on either side of the cenfra window bay
(Photograph 9). Three equdly gpeced hales drilled in eech of the pogts show that they may have bean ussd for holding a
dgn, or as afraffic barrier. Although their original use isundear, these two granite pogts count as asingle confributmg
object. The dde yard to the north of the parish houseis grassad and surrounded by achain-link fence of recent date. It
contains some movable playground equipment for the daycare canter. Findly, autility corridor of closdy goaced wooden
paoles Imes the edge of the church lot dong Church Sfreet.

Interior: Ffrat Presvterian Sodietv Meeting House

Thelargest, mogt important, and best-presarved  goece indde the Firgt Preshyterian Sodety Medting House is the
sanctuary with its horseshoe-sheped gdlery (Photograph 14). This 1828 goece was reworked in 1862, when the worship
focus was reversed to face eedt rather than west. Thewadls and ceiling in the sanctuary are all plagtered. A chair-rail
circlesthe auditorium a the same level asthe sills of the windows (Photograph 15). Reoessed radiators are evenly speoed
around the main floor of the auditorium. Their boxy meta covers protmde dightly from the wals beow the chafr-rail.
Bmshed duminum wall soonces of recent vintage provide lighting under the gdlery.

Thefloor of the auditorium is narrow boarded, with red carpeting over the aides and across the front and back. The paews
are grouped mto two ssctions on either Sde of the center aide, with narrower Sde aides. These long box-like dip pews
(continued)
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have acanter divider and are connected m continuous sections of four pews each, three sections per Sde, yielding 48 pews
onthe mainlevel. Each pew hes an iron cantarfrestl esupport, visible from the reer but covered in the front with a
sculpted board foot. The paws have a cut-down end with acurved, dark-wood armrest, thet curlsin atendril design. Eech
of the paws hes a series of three bookracks on itsback; the outside two of the three bookracks have thimble-size openings
to hold individual communion cups The pews are fitted with long red-plush cushions

Thefoca point of the auditorium isthe wide, raised, caipeted platform a the eastem end, with cenfral entry seps Ranged
aoross the rear of the platform, reaching upwards dmogt two stories, somewha like areredos, are the pipes of the organ.
They are raised above the Sage level on highly carved and polished reddish cabinetwork, presumably dating from 1884
(Photograph 16). Thefront gpron of the gageispanded in reddish wood in a Stick/Eagtlake style of beveled woodwork.
A curving bausfrade to the north of the dage marks off an areaof the floor; two red upholstered chairs are placed behind
the balusfrade. The current organ console, on the southem dde of the platform, dates to 1951, amemorid gift by Harold
B. Proctor. Thelargest piece of movable gage fumiture, dso of reddish+hued wood, isalarge octagond lectern with an
overszed bese and top, decorated with quafrefoils and bal designs It can be ssenin a 19*-cantury sereoview of the
interior. One door on each Sde of the centtal range of pipes leeds from this platform to rooms behind the platform area A
third ground-floor door in the southeest comer of the hall, under the southem gdlery, isthe main connection between the
auditorium and the rest of the building. Each of these three doorways hes asmilar Stickwork/Eastlake-style doorframe.
The archifrave hes longitudinally grooved and beveled boards, and pentagond-arched comer blocks incised with
bullseyes.

Many dements in the church are memorids and have smdl brass plaques—often no bigger than areturn addresslabe on
the choir chars and railing, organ, and baptiamd font. The mogt prominent memorids are the church windows. Rather
than an ambitious pictorial program, each of the damed glass windows contains a cartoon of akey religious symbal above
and memoridizes aprominent person bdow in words (often depicted on ascroll) in itsglassdesign. For example, the
window in the northwest comer of the church reeds "Samud G. Buckingham D.D. Padtor of this Church 1837-1847" and
"Leverett GriggsD.D. Pagtor of this Church 1847-1856." Above the writing the window features the Grek |letters dpha
and omega Thenext (middle) window on the north Sde depicts a crassand Holy Bible and reeds "In Memory of Aaron
Trask & Betsy Gooddl Trask." The other windowslist either ministers or mambars of prominent families: Dunton,
Forbes Gae, Goddard, Proctor, Rice, and Witherby.

The horseshoe-shgped gdlery hes an applied Gresk-key pattem dong the beee of itsface, with an gppliedfriglyphpattem
in the goace above—at regular intervas or marking the breek from sfraight sections to curved sections—and amolded
comice dong itstop. Each Sde gdlery isfurther supported by three evenly goacad support rods that descend from the roof
tmsses through the front of the galery. Each side gdllery hes two banks of box pews (without doors) with areer walkway.
Thefloor of thegdlery is wide boarded, with wainscoting applied to the badk of the pews These sde gdleries gopeer to
be the leest dtered dements of the 1828 mtenor. Later additions here are single-pipe radiators placed adong the wakway
and wooden grills protecting the bottom of each sained-glasswindow. Doorsin the eestem wall of the side gdlerieslead
to exit daircasss The paws in the rear gdlery are amore refined—and presumably later—design than thosein the side
gdlery. Rether than wainscoted box pews, these are dip pews with molded ams, variations on the dip pewsin the
worship goece bdow. Thiswide rear gdlery isbuilt aop the front vegtibule, to which it connects via L-shgped open
darcasesin the comers

(continued)
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Onthefirst floor a the west end isthe front vestibule, which dates from the 1862 reorientation (with some later dements).
Its eetemwall supports the reer gdlery, the wall beginning just to the west of the first pair of windows in the sanctuary
and curving m ashdlow arc toward the west. Three contemporary, wooden, exit doors leed from the main worship soece
into the front vestibule. Each isfitted with dear sfriker plates and asmdl window: the center door hes a crass-shaped
window-opening in the door. The vestibule provides aooess to the rear gdlery as well, through two matching open L-
shaped dafrcases in the southwest and northwest comers of themain hall. Going up, the Seps have six rectangular freads,
two winders, and nine rectangularfreads. The area under the northwest safrsisan unfinished doset. Under the southwest
dairs isadarway to the besament.

A large plagter meddlion is centered on the ceiling of the auditorium. The connection between the cellmg and the upper
wall IS coved. A comice frim circles the entire auditorium a alevel about three feet bdow the celling. Corbdled out over
the auditorium, this applied frmi hes successive rows of dentils, egg-and-dart, and beed-and-adragd pattems, and dates to
one of thelater renovations. Three bmshed duminum chanddiers of recent vintage hang in the middle of the worship
goaoe, as well as ceiling fans. A metd wall ladder leedsfrom the middle of the westem (rear) gdlery to the attic.

Accessible through af rapdoor in the ceiling above the gdlery, the attic shows an interesting variation on the badc king-
post tmss roof support, possibly due to the great width of the hall. The tmsses are the topmogt part of the building's
mortise-and-tenon frame, held in place by wooden pins. Asin aregular king-post tmss, the center post of eech tmss
goades out dightly at the top and bottom. Thetap is both tenoned into and dasped by the principd rafters, and thetie
beam is Srgpped to the bottom of the king post. But the architect hes mtroduced a secondary st of podtsinto eech tmss,
something dmogt like aquean podt in nature. The support pogts tenoned into the bottom of the king pogt rise not to the
principal rafter, but to the nedk of secondary posts—on ether Sde—"tenoned into the principa rafter and Sfrgpped to the
tie beam below. A samdler support besm risesfrom the tie beam on the far Sde to the neck of the sscondary support pods.
Thisroof tmsshes assocond similarity to the queen podt: there are two principd purlins on eech Sde of theroof A
ridgeboard hes been introduced between the tmsses, possibly during alater repair campaign, to more efficiently join the
tops of the ssoondary rafters. Collarswere nailed in place sometime after the original constmiction to further stabilize the
sscondary rafters. Thewindow frame a the eestem end of the attic, and the wall boarding around it, are recent
replacements.

Half of the reer (eestem) extension of the church building is occupied by the ranges of organ pipes m the canter, with a
rased aooess passage between the pipes and the reer (eestem) wall. To the south of the organ pipes is a Sorage room and,
dong the exterior wall, agtairway leeds up to the galery and down to the besament. Another stairway leeds down to the
parish house dde entrance. To the north of the organ pipes is acfrculation passage/sorage areawith adoor to the parish
houss, a garcase up to the gallery, and, extending northwards from the Sde wall, an attic room (above the parlor),
currently used for gorage.

The besamatt under the church contains the "vedtry," alarge cenfra assambly goace with araised gege onitswestem
end, and a kitchen on its eestam end, the latter coimected to the main hal by a serving bay with apull-down wooden
pand. The sage hes aproscenium arch and draw curtains. Smdl sorage rooms open off the badk of the slage, under the
front portico. The northwest comer of the basamant contams resfrooms. Two offices are dtuated dong the north Sde of
the vestry, with glass doors and windows m their upper wall section. Currently they provide goece for youth groups and
the town's WIC (Women, Infants, and Children) assgance program. At the far northeest comer of the basament, in the
bmldmg extension, isthe well-lit women's parlor, which dso connects directly with the kitchen.

(continued)
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Interior: Proctor Parish House

The ground floor of the parish houseis a dmod the same level as the besameant of the church. The westem end of the
parish house contains awide cross hdlway, which runs from the north wall to the south wall, and a safrcase up to the next
leve (the upper floor of the parish house and the main floor of the church). Otherwise, the ground and upperfl oorsof the
parish house are nearly identicd, eech conssting of awide eest-west cenfra halway with doorways to rooms dong eech
sde Mog of these rooms are multipurpose, used by the church for Sunday Schod and by adaycare center during the
week. On the ground floor, these rooms include the main church office, pastor's sudy, and resfrooms. The besament of
the parish house contains the building's boiler and dorage aress in the westem end, and alargetile-floored recregtion

room in the other two-thirds of the wing. Basement acoess isby an interior garcasein the northeesten comer of the

parish house, by exterior gairs in its southeestem comer.

Ore interior dement of the parish house desarves particular mention: the Proctor Memorial Plagues. Located in the
north-south hallway on the groundfl oor,near the enfrance, these large bronze plagues honor the pafron of the parish
house. The top plague reeds"THIS TABLET ISERECTED IN MEMORY OF HAROLD BUCK PROCTOR WHO
BEQUEATHED TO HIS CHURCH A SUSBSTANTIAL SUM OF MONEY, TOGETHER WITH HISHOME,
JANUARY 18, 1952." Above the inscription isaraised cfrcular medalion depicting Proctor in a heed-and-shoulders
view. Neither the artist nor the exact |ocation where the plague was first ingtalled date is known. The sscond plague,
directly beow the first, reeds "THE MILLBURY FEDERATED CHURCH DEDICATES THISPROCTOR
MEMORIAL PARISH HOUSE SEPTEMBER 26, 1965 IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION." These two plaques together
count as asingle confributing object (even though the Parish House itself dates dightly after the period of significance, the
upper plague was rdocated herein 1952, and the lower is plaque is only 45 yearsold). Both plagues are exceptiondly
large and omate for church memorids The upper plague is especidly finely modded. Apart from the sanctuary windows,
these plaques are the largest and modt significant memorid dement in the complex and should be presarved as a pair
through any renovation of the building.

Changes Since Congtmction
While many changes have occurred to thisbuilding since its constmction, the Ffrst Presoyterian Sociely Mestmg House
retams much of its onginal character. |n sequence, dhanges to the church buildmg began with the reversd in orientation of
the worship goece in 1862, <0 that the pews faced eadt rather than west. The current box-like dip pewsmay datefromthis
renovation, as well asthe platform and, mogt likely, the wall which sgparatesthe vestibule from the body of the church.
The eestem gdllery wias removed a thistime, and possibly the westem "singers' gdlery was enlarged. The recessin the
eagtem wall behmd the new platform dso dates from this period, as does someor all of the twenty-foot eestem building
extendgon. Certainly the extenson footprint was completed by January 18388, according to the first Sanbom map. The
18 Sanbom map showss the roofline of the cenfra section of the extenson hes been raised one floor, presumably to
accommoaodate the new organ pipes ingtdled during 1888. Changes dating between 1891 and 1902 (mogt likely during the
1893 renovation) include the replacemeant of the original windows with stained-glass memorid windows, and the
installation of the church's fourth bell (previous new bells having been ingdled in 1828, 1839, and 1845). Theorigina
form and subbsequent dhanges to the church besemant are less dear. Apparently the goece was not used until 1851, when
the first conference room was added there. This besamant goece was enlarged m 1884, when the first kitchen and ladies
parlor were built. The subssquent northem women's parlor extenson dates between 1899 and 1902, according to the
Sanbom migp footprint and church histories.

(continued)
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The next round of dhanges began after the Seoond Congregationd and Methodist churches joined to become the Millbury
Federated Church in 1919. According to the Sanbom magps aamdl one-gtory porch wias added to the southeestem comer
of the eestem extenson between 1913 and 1924 (end presumably demoalished in 1965). Repairsin 1923 included a new
fumace and new hardwoodfloorsand lighting in the sanctuary. The church dso repafred the date roof a thistime; when
they replaced the date with agphdt isundear. In 1929 they extended the front platform southward by three feet, and in
1935 added a communion rail—savaged from the 1840 Methodist church—to the northem end of the platform. In 1947,
the church hired an architecturd firm to redesign the vestry, sage, and kitchen goece imder the church, and replaced the
bailer. Thisnew vestry was dedicated in 1948,

Apart from the addition of the Proctor Parish House, changes to the church since the period of significance gapeer not to
have greatly affected the historic fabric. Because the Parish House contained aboiler large enough to heet the whole
building, the church boiler was removed and the church basement—espedidly  the kitchen—reconfigured once egainin
1965. The eestem gdlery exit doors and dairs detefrom 1965, dthough the door surrounds gppeer to have been reussd or
replicated from earlier doors. The gained glass windows were fitted with Lexan coversin 1977. The decfric light fixtures
currently m the worship hal gopeer to be contemporary. The current bell and belltower were removed (dong with the
degple) and gored in 2006 after an enginear's report deamed them unsefe.

Condition

Generdly, the Ffrst Presbyterian Society Meeting House isin excdlent condition. Themain auditorium is especidly well

teken care of and gopears to have bean conggtently maintained and updated, though much of the historic fabric has bean

presarved. Theleve of continuing maintenance for the building isgood. The only current concern gopears to be restoring
the gegple

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are known on the Meeting House property, itis possble thet Stesare presant.
Five ancient stesare located in the genard area(within one mile). Environmentd characteridtics of the property
represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native Stes.
The Meeting House islocated on a wel-dramed, level to moderatdy doping terrace, within 1,000 feet of the Blackstone
River. In generd, however, the potentid for locating significant ancient Native American resources islow to moderate
Constmction of the earlier Howard House (no longer extant), the church. Parish House, existing shed, and landscaping on
therdatively samdl lot (gpproximatdy 0.55 acres) would have desfroyed most ancient Native American resources that
might have been present.

A maoderate to high potentia exists for locating significant historic archaeologicd resources on the Mesting House
property. Additiona documentary research, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing, may locate tmcturd
evidence of the Howard House, a two-gtory gpartmeant house, built or moved to a Site eedt of the churchin ca 1920. The
Howard House isnot present on the 1913 Sanbom map, but does gopear on the 1924 Senbom mgp. The house was sold
and moved off the property to meke room for constmction of the new Parish House in 1965.

(continued)
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Similar ressarch may d<o locate archaeologicd  evidence of bams, stables, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features
(frash pits, pnvies, wells) assodiated with both the Howard House and the Firgt Presbyterian Meeting House A frame
shed of recent congtmction is extant onthe property. Earlier ancillary smctures and occupationa  features should dso be
present.

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statfimfint of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X. A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

K. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

JL A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihliographical References

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

RFI IGION
COMMUNITY PI ANNING AND nFVFI OPMENT

ARCHITECTIJRF

Period of Significance

180819680

Significant Dates
1828 huilding dedicated

1862 reorientation of interior

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Carter, Elias (original architect/builder)

LaMotte & Son, Inc (1947 renovation architect)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
X Other
Name of repository:
Millbury Federated Church Archives
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8. Architect/Builder (continued)
Frederick Gagnon (Proctor Parish House architect)
William E. Guertin & Sons Co. (Proctor Parish House builder)

Summary Statement

The First Preshyterian Society Meeting House, a 1 '/2-gory, wood-frame, Gresk Reviva church with Federd details in
Millbury, Massachusetts meats Nationa Regiger Criterion A a the loca level for itsimportance to the history of
rdigion—and of community planning and devdopment—in Millbury. Its Armory Village neighborhood beganin 1808
when the Waters family built anew armory a a bend in the Blackstone River; the subbssquent buildmg of First
Preshyterian Sodely Meeting House nearby in 1828 (the begirming of the period of significance) hdped the village
digplace the former town common as the civic center of Millbury. The founding of the Firgt Presoyterian Sodiety is a
fascinating example of the complex effects of the early industna revolution on atown in Massschusattsin atime of
religiousrevival, economic strife, and politica redignment. The building meats Nationd Regiger Criterion C at the local
levd for itsimportance to the town's architecture. First Preshyterian Sodiety Meeting House isaprevioudy unknown
commission by the important architect Elias Carter. It is an important example of transition between the Federd ad
Gresk Revivd gyles as used for an ecdesadica gructure. Owned by its congregation (now known as Millbury
Federated Church), the First Presbyterian Socdety Meeting House isin generdly good condition, only dightly dtered
snce itsperiod of sgnificance (1828-1959), and hes historic integrity in terms of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling, and associaion. The building ds0 medts Critena Condderation A for itsuse as ardigious facility.

The Setting: Millbury

Millbury Center (Armory Village) isthe largest village in the town of Millbury, just south of Worcester (which isthe
county seat and secondHlargest city in Massachusetts). Bordered directly by Worcester to the north. Auburn to the west,
Oxford to the southwest, Sutton to the south, and Grafton to the eet, Millbury covers 163 square miles. The
quintessentia New England mill village in name and history, Millbury saw itsfirst Europeen settlersin 1716, whenit was
part of Sutton. Sat gpart by the Generd Court as the ssoond precinct of Sutton r 1743, it incorporated as the independent
town of Millbury in 1813. Topographicaly, Millbury is classfied as part of Massachusdtts centrd upland (between the
coadt and the Cormecticut Valley), with sandy and gony soilsthat drain primarily through the Blackstone River—and its
tributaries the Smgletary and Dorothy Brooks—southeestward to Narragansett Bay. The town dopes from 700 feet above
A level in the west to 400 feet in the Blackstone Valey, conditionsthat provided numerous locations for waterpower
genardion. By contragt, westem Millbury's soil is loamier, better suited to farming, and drains westward to the French
River through Ramshom Brook. Heavily forested, the town hes severd subdtantid wetlands: Dorothy, Ramshom, ad
Sngletary Ponds

Hometo villages of the Nipmuck tribe, Millbury saw itsfirst Europeaens as farmers, tending grain, fruit, and livestock in
the first decades of the 18+ century. The early politica center isnow known as the Old Common. Other Millbury villages
grew out of farms subdivided among the sons of large families (Grass Hill and West Millbury), while the largest villages
grew up around waterpower steson the Singletary, Ramshom, and Blackgtone. Smdl water-powered mills (saw, grit,
fulling, and forge) gave riseto iron refining and a paper mill by 1770. John Smgletary garted amill on Singletary Brook
in 1735, and about 1753 built the S&D Spinning Mill, one of the oldest continuoudy operating mills in the country (and

(continued)
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pictured on the tovm sedl). During the American Revolution, mills turned out guns and gunpowder for the Continental
Army. The Waters family developed severd of theselater mills and became successful inbuilding their armory on the
Blackstone River, which secured many govenmient contracts inthe first half of the 19* century. Opened in 1828 (four
days after the dedication of the Meeting House), the Blackstone Canal brought direct water transportation between
Worcester and Providence, an engineering feat that included nine locks and damsin Millbury aone. When Millbury
incorporated in 1813, its population numbered almost 500, but it expanded to 926 in 1820 and 1611 in 1830 as thetown
grew rapidly. Although the canal was quickly outmoded by the railroad for transportation inthe 1840s, Millbury
continued to produce awidevariety of mill products. guns, leather, metal products, paper, shoes, and textiles. Today the
most important transportation linksfor Millbury are the eest-west Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90) which crosses
the town's northeast comer, and the north-south Worcester-Providence Turnpike (State Highway 146), which bisects the
town. Thetown is part of the John H. Chaffee Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor. Millbury remains
mostly rural, but has aheavily settled core and an industrial and commercial strip on its border with Worcester. Inthe
2000 census, Millbury recorded 12,784 residents, or approximately 777 persons per square mile." The Shoppes a
Blackstone Valley, acommercial megaplex, opened just north of Millbury Centre in 2004.

Criterion A: Religion and Community Planning & Development

The First Presbyterian Society Meeting House is significant for its association with two interwoven eements of Millbury
history—religion, and community plarming & development—as they evolved inthe 19* and early 20* centuries. The
establishment of the Millbury Presbytenan Society and its constmction of a meetmghouse symbolized anew religious,
political, and social order that would shift the town center and transform Millbury.

The Establishment of Millbury and the First Congregational Church

By 1765, on the eve of the American Revolution, Millbury and its parent town of Sutton had a population of 2,138,
making it the third most densdy settled town inWorcester County, and one of the county's threeregional centers” After
severd years of petitions, in 1743 the northem part of Sutton was set gpart as its Second Parish, by aboundary line the
court drew parallel to, and three miles south of, Sutton's northem border. A lot within the middle of this rough rectangle
was st aside for ameetmghouse, which was erected m May of 1745. This site, knowntoday as the Old Common, was
soon bordered by the home of its mmister, other houses, and small shops. The Church of the North Parish of Sutton
(which became Millbury) did not officially organize until 1747, the sameyear it successfully called its first mmister, the
Rev. Mr. Wellman. He served fourteen years before leaving inthe midst of an unspecified controversy, the first of severa
periodic upheavalsto shakethe parish”* The second minister, the Rev. Chaplin, served 28 years before the congregation

(continued)

' ClaireW. Dempsey with Peter Stott, "Millbury: Revised Town Report,” MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, 1989; John C. Crane,
"Chapter CXL: Millbury," History of Worcester County, Massacfiusetts, with Biograpfiical Skecfies of Many of Its Prominent Men,
Comp. D. Hamilton Hurd (Philadelphiac JW. Lewis& Co., 1889), 11; 1092-1128; Ellery Bicknell Crang, ed.. History of Worcester
County Massecfiusalts (New  York: Lewis Historica Publishing, 1924); "About the Town of Millbury," (http:/AMmww.millburv-
maorR/Public Documents/IVIillburvMA  WebDocs/about). Town of Millbury;"; "Millbury, Massachusgtts' Department of Housing
and Community Deveopment (DHCD) Massachusetts Community Profil e (http:/Mmww.mass ROv/Ehed/docs/dhcd/profiles/186.doc);
"A History of Millbury," Millbury Public Schools, (http: //www mill bury. k 12. ma ug/lishi story/); "Millbury, Massachusetts"
Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.ora'wiki/Millburv. Massachustts).

A Claire W. Dempsey with Peter Stott, "Millbury: Revised Town Report.”

' TheRev. George A. Putnam, "The Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the First Congregationa Church in Millbury, Massachusdtts,
1747-1897: A Historica Sermon,” pg. 11; pamphlet in the Millbury Federated Church Archives.
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dismissed himin 1792. Chaplm's young successor, the Rev. Josegph Goffe (1766-1846), began as a supply mmister and
was officially called to the pulpit in 1794, staying for 36 years. A decade into his tenure in 1804, the old meeting house
was moved to aneighbonng |ot to become a public house (later razed), and anew larger meeting housebuilt on the
original lot. This second meeting house (also razed) was built by Generd Caeb Burbank of the parish; Burbank even
produced, inhismill, the paper on which the Rev. Goffewrote the dedication sssmon.* The church continued to grow
gradually, or sometimes quickly, durmg years when revivals swept through: 1800, 1810, 1820, 1822, and 1827. The Rev.
Goffe was memorialized by one of his successors as, "Endowed with a strong mind, great reasoning powers, an
unwavering faith, apraise-worthy industry, and as he said of himself, with an 'iron constitution and brazen lungs,' he
wrought here not only to build up this Church, but to forward the growth and welfare of the wholetown, m the affairs of
which he had an amost controlling influence."' But Goffe could not control the flow of business, which split his church
and gaverise to the Millbury Presbyterian Society in Armory Village in 1827. Goffewas finally dismissed in 1830, as the
remaining members of the First Congregational Church of Millbury began debating moving to aneighboring Millbury
mill village, Bramanville, on nearby Singletary Creek. They finally abandoned their pastoral setting at Old Common,
disassembling their church building in 1835 and rebuilding itin Bramanville in 1836. The remaining businesses along the
Old Common soon left, and the neighborhood withered and dried up. "The people whose homeswere still there had to
make what they could out of passed [sic] glory. The cana and the railroad, and the water power, took business downinto
the valley, and the people followed the business." * Of those villages down inthe valley. Armory Village became the new
businessand civic center.

The Waters Family and The Founding of Armory Village

The Waters family had long operated mills inthe northem precinct of Sutton (which would become Millbury), before
founding Armory Village in 1808. Descended from gunsmiths of London and Salem, Nathaniel Waters bought 3,000
acresinNorthem Sutton m 1715, and his sons Nathaniel J. and Jonathan moved there several yearslater. Nathanidl . 's
oldest son AsaWaters (1742-1813) was bom in Sutton and raised his own family there, intermarrying with other
important Millbury families: the Burbanks, Goodells, Torreys, and Trasks.' With his brother Andms, Asabegan atrip
hammer mill on Smgletary Brook, and became one of the main suppliers of guns and gimpowder to the Continental Army
in the Revolutionary War. Asa served as Deacon of the North Parish of Sutton in 1778, sitting inthe appointed chair on
the raised platformjust beneath the pulpit.* Asa's sonsAsathe Second (1769-1841) and Elijah bought the land on the
Blackstone River in 1797 and built an armory there in 1808, wiiming their first government contract that sameyear.'
Elijah died m 1814, but AsaWaters the Second continued producing muskets, bayonets, and pistols for the federal
government until his death, when the busmesswas known as Asa Waters and Son. AsaWaters the Second served as a
gate Representative (1823), and in Armory Village he founded the Millbury Bank (1825), built an elaborate mansion
designed by Asher Benjamin (1826-1932), helped build the First Presbyterian Society Meeting House (1828), and donated
the land to build the Millbury Academy (1832).'° His son Asa (Holman) Waters (1808-1887), a Phi Beta Kappa graduate

(continued)

Ibid. "The Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary," 17-18. Putnam aso records that Burbank first suggested the town name "Millbury."
" 1bid. "The Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary," 19.
* |bid. "The Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary," 23.
" Centennid Higtory of tfie Toan of Millbury Massachusetts Including Vita Statistics, 1850-1899 {} AWh\iry: Town of Millbury, 1915),
601-02.
* The Rev. George A. Putnam, "The Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary,” 15.
" Centennid History of the Town ofMillbury, 465.
Ibid. 466-469.
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of Yde and aHarvard Law Schodl-trained lawyer, took over the business durmg his father's final illness. After the end of
federa mimitions contracts in 1847, he retooled the mills for ather products, dthough he resumed munitions production
during the Civil War. Active as an abalitionist, he retired from business early and wrote local histories." Besides building
up Armory Village, the Waters family might best be remembered for its many innovationsin industria design and
production, and itsgenerosity in sharing some of the patentswith other government contractors.

The Foimding of the First Presvterian Societv

Thefoimding of the First Presbyterian Sodiety is afascinating example of the complex effects of the industria revolution
on smdl townsin Massachusattsin atime of religiousreviva, economic strife, and palitical redignment. I1n 1827 forty
membeas of the First Congregationd Church in Millbury broke away and began worshipping in the schoolhouse in
Armory Village, prior to building the First Presbyterian Society Meeting Housein 1828, What caussd the splitin the
congregation? The First Congregationd Church history saes the dhange as quiite benign: "The multiplying numbers cdled
for larger privileges. . . . There was no disaffection ether toward the pastor or among the Church members It wasa
movement foimded ptirely on the judgment of the people that it was needed.” Each of thetwain bodies wrote good
things about the ather in their official documents, and continued to assamble together periodically. An ingtitutional history
of the Presbyterian church agresd:

Theyear 1827 brings a once to our minds those days of religious controversy and even bitter strife which resulted
in the separation between the unitarian and trinitarian wings of the Congregationd churches But this church wes
not of the number of thosewnhich thus parted company with their lifelong friends. The cause of our organization
was shdl | say, more creditable. The increasing population ssamed to demand a sgparate church in the eedt, or 0
caled Armoary village. Thedigtinction of this church is that it was one of thefirst in New England formed chiefly
because of the increase in manufacturmg industries™

Certainly the later movement of the First Congregationd Church to Bramanville would ssam to confirm this conjecture.
But the split in the congregation may be more complicated than these community ingtitutional histories, written decedes
later, would admit.

Millbury isane of the towns studied in detail by historian John L. Brookein hisimportant book The Heart of the
Commonwedth: Sodety and Political Culture in Worcester County, Massachusetts 1713-1861. According to Brooke, one
of the deciding factorsin the division of the Millbury church, surprisingly, may have been the Antimason movemen.
Although the Workingmen attempted to organize in Millbury, the real power in political radicaism in Millbury were the
Antimasons. The Reverend Josgph Goffe, miniger of the (First) Congregational Church on the Old Commonin Millbury,
was one of the leedars of acounty-wide Antimason convention in Worcester in 1829, 1n Sgatember of 1929, Goffe
wroteto his son that Millbury's local economy was in upheavd: "The numerousfailuresin the town last goring seam to
have 2t everything afloat & confidencein the solvency of each ather ismuch diminished among the people & such isthe
(continued)

"Ibid. 471-474.

The Rev. Gaoge A. Punam, "The Hundred ad Fiftieth Anniversary," 20.

Geaorge P Essman, Address by the Rev. Gao. P. Esaimen at the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Seoond Congregationd Church,
Millbury, Mass, 1902 3; pamphid in the Millbury Fedarated Church Archives

Jon L. Brooke, The Heart of the Commonwedth: Sodety and Palitical Culiture in Worcester County, Massadhusatts J 713-1861
(Amhers: Universty of Masssdhusats Press 1989), 31921
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continued hard pressure of the times thet it isfeared there will be more failuresamong usyet."" According to Brooke,

" Antimasons were often men who were on the edge of economic failurein the early 18305 and often had every right to
complain that they were losing ground to privileged interestsin ahighly comptitive economy."” Thoselosing out in this
changing society might resent thase advancing, such as the Waters family and Armory Village.

These kinds of sodd pressures often opened riftsin Millbury's society, including rifts between Rev. GdTeand his
parishioners and rdatives (Goffe's wifewas aWaters and adose cousin of the AsaWaters family). Same Antimasons
were smdl propnetors bypassed by the new indudtrial society, who saw Masonry as another of the new rising indtitutions
threatening their livelihood, men like Goffe's neighbors, the failed storekegpars of the Old Common, or the less successful
manufacturers on Smgleary sream. Some of the riftswere political; becauseof the importance of their ties with the
Federd government, the Waters family membears "were drong Democrats,” a atime when Jacksonian Democras were
highly antagonidtic to other political parties”™ Some of the riftswere persond. Brooke notes that in 1829 the Rev. Goffe
had complained to his children of the cogt of AsaWaters the Second'shouse, which he termed, with somejustification, a
"pdace™* In May of 1830 Goffe wroteto his son "that the Presbyteriansin Armory Village were a sodiety with
‘domineering purposes."" Some of the riftscombined al of these dements and had begun gppearing before Goffe's
congregation splitin 1827. For example, Brooke cites the board membership of the Millbury Bank, established primarily
by AsaWaters the Second, who aso becameitsfirst presdent. Six of the Millbury men who became Antimasons were
listed as incorporators or derk of theMillbury Bank at itsforming in 1825, but they did not regppear on the director list
subsequently.  In 1830 the Rev. Goffe protested arechartering of the Millbury Bank, seeking to withdraw his funds
because of the control exercised by his cousinsin the Waters family over the bank.

Brooke specificaly uses the case of Millbury and the formation of the Firgt Presoyterian Sodiety to defme how former
friends and neighbors took opposing Sdesin the Antimason movement;

But if Millbury Antimasons were not involved in the town's dominant indudtries, they were not poor; they ranked
higher than the Whig petitioners on the 1831 valuation, and the perdgtent Antimasons who sgned the 1835
petition ranked higher than the Masons Mogt importantly, they were digtinguished in having avery high ratio of
red to persond property, as recorded on the 1831 vauetion; again, thiswas particularly the case among the 1835
petitioners. In combination with aweek occupationa profile, the evidence from the [Millbury] vauation strongly
uggeststhat Antimasons were often older men who were heeds of farm households And Antimasons were
distinguished from both Masons and Whig petitioners by their dlegiance to the old Congregationd church, as
agang the new Presbyterian sodiety located in the Armory Village, achurch established by the al-powerful
Waters family. The Millbury Antimasons, thus, stood rooted in an older, increasingly outmoded econony and in
the remnants of the corporate indtitutional order, wherees Masons and condgtent Nationds were firmly in control
of powerful new ingtitutions and economic gmctures”'

(continued)

" Josgoh Goffe quated in John L. Brooke, The Heart of the Commorwedth, 329-30. Goffe's lettersto his children are cdllected in the
Rev. Josgoh Goffe Pgpas a the Amaican Antiquatian Soddly in Woroester.
* 1bid. The Heart of the Commorwedth, 332
" Ibid. The Heart of the Commonwedth, 315.
* Joggoh Goffe quated in Jon L. Brooke, The Heart of the Commanwedth, 343,
" Ibid. The Heart of the Commonwedth, 321
Ibid, The Heart of the Commonwedth, 341 n.
! |bid. The Heart of the Commonwedth, 34041
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Mogt tellingly, argues Brooke, in 1831 Rev. Goffe "urged that Antimasons withdraw from church fellowship with
Masons In making this amnsade, he mugt have had in mind the Armory Village Presbyterian, which included Freamasons
in Itsmembership and whose pagtor Goffe derided as a Tmason, or] cabletowed men of high & obdtinate ganding."' ™
But the Armory Village Presbyterians ressted Goffe's ansade

The First Preshyterian Sodiety charter, dated Febmary 10, 1827, was as shrewdly drawn as any business document, and
medein consultation with alawyer. Not until four months later, after this charter wasfinalized,did the forty members of
the new sodety petition for dismissd, on June 30, 1827. Thisdismissa petition was granted on July 16. In aspecid
medting of the Presbiytery of Newport—in Millbury on August 23, 1827—the new group formed as the Presbyterian
Socigty of Millbury. The Centennid Higtory characterizesthe unusud nature of the charter:

The founders exercised a scmpulous care to avoid possble dangears besatting them in the formation of the new
enterprise and upon legd advice in the charter of the new sodiety therewas insarted adause, the first of itskind,
we are told, admittmg to membership only thosewho received amagjonty affirmative vote of the membeas This
gave to the body a security m the managamant of its affairs not possesssd by othersin which the voting
qualifications were lax. Snce every one in those days was taxed for the support of the church in some one of the
different commimions, the methods pursued by the charter mambers of the new ecdesiagtical society protected
them againg all who might sask avotein itsaffairs, only to divert the work from the purpose of itsfounders. . . .
The sodiety thus chartered sought and secured the organization of a Presbyterian church, because they caculated
on oppaosition which, happily, was not forthcoming M

By controlling the means to membership, the new society could maintain its autonomy and control its direction, as with
ay corporate board. By forming as a Presbyterian rather than Congregationd society, it insulated itself from legd
chdlenges by the existing Congregational Church, while continuing to enjoy the tax support of its progperous mambars
from the Barker, Forbes Goddard, Gooddll, Torrey, Trask, Waters, and Woodward families. Tax reports still in the
Millbury Federated Church Archives detail clearly the many possessions owned by the members of the new parish,
execidly Asaand AsaH. Waters. Half a decade later, after Massachusetts disestablished the Congregationd Churchin
1833, the Armory Village group returned to itsmother denomination. On January 26, 1835, the Presbyterian sodidty re-
formed as Congregationd, "in name and redlity as it had all dong beenin spirit.""

The Congmction of the First Presovterian Sodietlv Meeting House in Armory Village

After meeting in aschoadl building on Schodl Street for itsfirst year, the First Presbyterian Sodiety dedicated its new

building on October 2, 1828—four days before the opening of the Blackstone Cand. In April of 1828, the Presbyterian

Sodiety had secured aprominent building Ste on the eest Side of the road leading from Armory Village to Worcester -

two adjoining parcdsof land formerly owned by LydiaWaters and Lydia Goodell.Both Lydia Waters, widow of Elijah
(continued)

" |bid. The Heart of the Commonwedth, 343,

Centernid Higtory of the Toan of Millbury, 313-314.

Ibid , 315.
N LydiaWaeas to Frg Predoytaian Sodety, 30 April 1828, (Woroeter Regidry of Dests Book 263, Page 472), and Lydia Gooddl
to Hrgt Predoytaian Sodety, 30 April 1828, (Woroester Regidry of Desds Bodk 263, Page 473). A typed transription of a"Capy of
peper hdd by Miss SophiaHarrington™ in the Millbury Fedarated Church Archives records thet the FHret Presbyterian Sodiety peid
Lydia Gooddl $112 for her lat.
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Waters (brother of AsaWaters the Second), and Lydia Goodell, widow of Orra Goodell, were foimdersof First
Presbyterian Society. The proprietors built the church and then tumed it over to the Society. While the building is often
caled a"church" inthese early records, the historical name used in this nomination comes from the pew deed, which
designatesit as "The First Presbyterian Society's Meeting House inthe Town of Millbury.""'

Because churches of the time were often built by separate committees or groups of proprietors, the official church records
provide minimal insight intothe constmction process. But inthe case of the First Presbyterian Society Meeting House,
two satsof contemporary documents provide more details. The first isa set of miscellaneous bills inthe church archives,
includmg a handwritten page that itemizes the building expenses

Elias Carter bill for building Meeting House - 5000.00
Do forexfrawork on Meeting House 214.24
Capt. Ihtishill forraising Meeting house 37.50
Do ~ Do for Expensssa dedication 15.96
David B. Harrington Extrabill forwork on M eeting house 41.50
Samuel C. Marsh Exfrabill for painting on M eeting house 3110
George H. Holbrook hill for bell 372.05
John Park extrabill for carting bell 7.00
Elias Forbeshill for Sharesat raismg 4.25
Famsworth & Mills Acct for paying Dimant for blinds

and other Charges -- 132.25
Famsworth & Mills bill for Spiritsfor raismg

M eetmghouse 28.89
Jod Wilson for following poles paid 2.00

$5886.82

This piece of paper isthe only coimection found so far linking Elias Carter to the design and constmction of the First
Presbyterian Society Meeting House, but his involvement ssemsclear. A handwritten bill for the bell, still preserved inthe
church archives, is signed by George Holbrook and confirmsthe subtotal indicated on this report. Holbrook further
promised to replace the bell free of chargeif it should bregk within the first year, provided that the church deliver itto his
foimdry in Medway, Massachusetts.

The second contemporary accoimt of the building is by none other than the aggrieved Rev. Josgph Goffe of the First
Congregational Church:
(continued)

George P. Eagman, Address by theRev. Geo. P. Eastman, 4-5. TheRev. Eagmen further writes that he examined that Worcester
newspgpers and the Massachusetts Sy for that period but was unable to find a contemporary newspeper account of the formation of
the sodiety or the building of the church.

"Pew No. 11, A. Andrews, Rec'd. and Recorded in the Societys Book of Records pege 35 Feby 28 1829 Sigphen Blanchard Town
Clerk," Millbury Federated Church Archives. The deed is actudly aprinted form letter with Asa Andrews name and the paw number
written in pen in the gppropriate blanks, then signed by the proprietors and justice of the peece The date printed on the form letter is
November 24, 1828, crassed out and written over.

Untitled list, Millbury Federated Church Archives. Some of the names are difficult to reed and gpproximated here, dthough "Elias
Cater" isclearly indicated. Severd early bills and reports from the constmction process have bean saved by alater church historian
and affixed to pieces of cardgtodk in the church archives
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On Monday this week, the Presbyterians a the East [village] raised their own meeting house. | was present a part
of thetime. Itisagood looking frame64 by 48 [ft.] with atower and well underpinned with hewn stonetwo feet
deep & when well finished will doubtless make agood appearance. It sands between the Widow Waters' &
Master Grants. . . . One thing respecting the raising was very commendable & | hope will have a happy influence
on similar occasions. There was no spirituous liquor carried out to be drank [sic] a the framewhileraising,
consequently all was still a the raising,-no unnecessary clattering of tongues—it was fmished the ssmeday and
no one was hurt. [Afterwards] those who wanted splits went to Famsworth's Store where, by order of the
buildmg Committee, liquor was dedlt out to them as often and as much as they pleased, and how large
Famsworth's bill, onthis score, is| know not.'

From the First Presbyterian Society records (above), we can supply the total of Famsworth's bill: $28.89.

Later that ssmeyear, the Rev. Goffe attended and took part m the dedicatory service for the church of his former
parishioners. He wrote a somewhat critical accoimt of their new building:

The Presbyterians have finished their meeting house, & on the first instant it was dedicated to the worship of God.
Mr. Searle of Grafton preached the sermon from Ps 48:12.13. It was mostly in praise of Presbyterianism. ... The
house is quite a handsome one—green blindsto all the windowsand the alleys are carpeted. But the pulpit is
placed between the two doors at the enfrance infront of the singers but much lower, amost uncomfortable &
awkward situation—the pulpit is made of rich mahogany & the dips are all raved [i.e., applied railings] with
mahogany of apoorer quality. ... The steeple isa spire of 100 ft high and surmoimted with avane & fumished
with avery good bell of 987 Ibs. weight. It is on the whole a handsome house. They gppear to be very well
pleased a present, but they have not yet found aman tall enough to be their minister.

Goffe may havefelt satisfactionin that last comment, but Goffe's reference to the bell shows that the former parish, as
well, was feeling abit of jealousy towards the new meeting house. The members of First Parish thought that the new
Presbyterian bell soimded better than theirs, and voted to sdll their old bell and get anew one. Goffe wrotethat his
church's new bell "will outring the Pres bell if not shakeitfrom itsgudgeons. [However] | do not know but there isa
little pride & ambition in this matter." ™'

The first mmister of the new First Presbyterian Society, George Washington Campbell, fell victim to the continuing
Antimason sentiment in 1834, according to the town history. "He came a atime of anti-masonic feeling and, as he was a
mason of high standing, he courteously withdrew after a successful pastorate of four years during which there was the
largest single addition to the church, thirty-six inall, initshistory.""~ Brooke observed that these antagonisms still
continued to fester: "Millbury would be a sfrong center of Antimasonry through 1835."

(continued)

TheRev. Josgph Goffe, letter dated 30 May 1828 (Handwritten transcription of pessages from the letters, Millbury Federated
Church Archives. The original letters from Goffe to his children in the South are a the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester.).
TheRev. Josgph Goffe, letter dated 7 October 1828. Underlined emphesisin origind.
N 1bid, letter dated 7 October 1828.
Centennid History of the Town of Millbury, 315.
John L. Brooke, The Heart of the Commonwedth, 330.
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From First Presvterian Societv Meeting House to Ssoond Congregationd Church

On January 20, 1835, the Firgt Preshyterian Sodiety became the Second Congregationd Society N The new church & first
had no organ, but it valued its music program, run for many years by Nathanid Goddard. Musiciansin Millbury werea
fransient dass dthough the church boagted acdanng, violin, and violincdlo a one time, it was "reduced in musicad
instruments to oneflute, played by Col. AsaH. Waters, dunng the winter of 1843-44. [In reponsg] Charles Shley
purchasad an organ which hed been taken from the Union Church in Worcester, secretlyfransportedto Millbiiry on Friday
night and ingtalled during Saturday, <o that it sood with abold front facing a surprised congregation on Sunday morning.
There wias opposition to the innovation, but it remeained inits place to the enrichment of the sarvice of worship.”  After a
revival in 1851 added 73 members to the church, the church raised $1,200 and built itsfirst conference room, in the
besament imder the church. Prior to that time Sunday schod dassesand prayer medtings hed bean held in that same
schodl building on Schoal Sfreet where the congregation first worshipped.

Smee 1828 whenthe first bell (manufactured by George Holbrook) was ingdled in the church stegple, it hes been
replaced a leedt threetimes m 1839, 1845, and the 1890s According to the Rev. Eagmian, writing in 1902, the seoond
bell was sabataged by a church member: "For the seke of the future historian| should dlude to a gtory recently cometo
light, of the destmction and replacing of oneof our bells. The gory istold sixty yearsafter it happened by the chief
participant himsdf. We nead not indorse the ethics of the desd. As soon as the bell in question was in place it became
evident that itsharsh tone was universdly distasteftil to the ddicate ears of musica Millbury. Two audadous young men
took it upon themsdves to remedy the matter. They removed the tongue for a short time, when the bell wasnot in usg, and
hed ten pounds of iron weded on. The desired result, acracked bell within afew weeks, can readily be anticipated. The
innocent manufacturers willingly replaced the bell a their own expense”  Although he does not specify which bell heis
goesking about, he mugt have meart the 1839 bell, as the second and third bells were both manufactured by Henry N.

Hooper.

Themog significant renovation of the church occurred in 1862, when the church members finally addressed the issue of
the pulpit, which hed digurbed the Rev. Goffe in 1828, The Rev. George Esstman—gpparendy relying on the memories
of his older parishioners forty years late—described the church as it looked in 1862

At that timethe gdlery extended around the four Sdesof the room, the pews faced toward the church front, and
the high pulpit, reaching well up to the gallery, sood between the enfrance doors. It is said that more than once
hymn books dipped from the choir rail and fell periloudy neer the preacher's heed. Was it dways accidentd? |
have heard avague rumor that the bald head of one preacher was the target for something amadler than ahymn
book tassed from the hand of amischievous youth™

Sevard members had long advocated for achange "'For twenty five yearsmany hed urged that the pews bereversed 0 as
to face m the usud dfrection. Indeed when the buildmg was erected, there had bean opposition to the plan adopted. 'A
mog uncomfortable and awkward situation' was one comment a the time. But for many yearsthe required consent of the

(continued)

~ 190" Anniversary Cdebration of the Ssoond Congregationd Church (1834) and the Millbury United Methodigt Church (1835),
1986, Millbury Fedarated Church Archives

Centennid Higtory of the Toan of Millbury, 316.
% Geoge P, Eadmen, Address by the Rev. Gan. P. Eagmen, 20.

Ibid. Address by the Rev. Geo. P. Eadman, 16.
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pew owners could not be attained. . . . At thistimethe eedt gdlery was removed, arecess afew feet degp was built in the
rear of the church, and the platform placed where it is now."™ Whether dl of the twenty-foot rear extension was built a
thistime is unknown.

Not al of the mambers of the congregation supported the change, 0 AsaH. Waters chafred a committee charged with
justifymg the changesin the worship goace Inaletter that remains in the church archives, he argued that change was

necessry and naturdl:

From an examination of our Recordsit gopears that this Church was dedicated to Almighty God in the year 1828,
From that timeto the presant it hes beenin regular and congant Sarvice without apartid dteration or even
necessary repairs—a period of thirty four years durmg which awhole generation hes passed of f the dage and of

all the parsons recited in the Act of Incorporation only two remain. Itis sad by the inspired penmen that "the
fashions of thisworld passeth avay" & tothis inevitable fate of al things earthly. Churches certainly formno
exception. The form and fashion of a Church which isentirdy satisfactory to one generation iswhally
imsatisfactory to the next and if wew[oul]d encourage the rising generaion in the habit of attending Church some
regard must be paid to their tagtes and fedings 0 as to makeit an inviting—rather than acondfrained duty.

Apart from arguing that chiange and evol ution was necessary to kegp anew generdion involved in the church, Waters
detailed the specific problems with the west-facing pews

Thefirst generd complaint againg the Houseisthat the Paws are aranged facing the enfrances o that parsons
entering are compdled to face the whole congregation, which to Sfrangers & Ladies espedidly is very
embarrassng besides producing disurbance, if services have commenced. Thisfashion with nothingto evento
recommend it hes m the opinion of ye Committee passsd wholly away, long sSnoe—"never to retum. Indeed <o far
asthey can leam al the Churches built upon thet plan contemporaneous with this Church havelong snce been
remodded & the seats reversad. Y our Commiittee therefore unanimoudy condude thet thisisawell grounded
complaint which ought to be removed.

To further drive his point home Waters argued amore generd nead for renovation, touching upon the very soulsof his
fellow churchmen:

The next complaint mede & congdered isthat the Church from long use and generd neglect hes become

imd ean—untidy—uncomfortable—and dtogether unfit for the pure worship of God—If to worship Him in the
beauty of haliness requires dean hands & apure heart, how isit possble to render Him acceptable srvice in a
Sanctuary defiled with dirt & filled with oppressve odord

(continued)

Ibid. Address by the Rev. Geo. P. Eadimen, 17-18.

AH. Waes "Repart,” Millbury March 3™ 1862, handwritten nate in the Millbury Fedarated Church Archives
“1hid., "Report.
"' 1bid., "Report.”
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Before constmction could begin, the church had to purchese the individua pews back from thefr holders. With the
reorientation, the church switched to "renting the dips' ingead of pew sdes OnApril 6, the last meeting before
congmction, pew holders were "requested to remove dl their Raw fumiture such as Carpets, Cushions, Hymn-books &/c
& the committee will dedme dl responghility for the same"  The dhanges were mede, and the newly "deansed” church
rededicated on October 19, 1862.

The following decades brought successive waves of lesser renovations: in 1877 (repafrs and the front curbing), a second
"thorough renovation” in 1884, and "extengive repairs' in 1893* In the 1884 campaign, the 1844 organ was removed and
replaced with an organby George S Hutchingsof Bogton. It remains the church's organ, dthough the console was
replaced in 151 "™ The 1834 "renovation and enlargement of the church" dso induded the "provision ... for aladies
parlor and kitchen." The Second Congregationd Society re-incorporated as the Second Congregationa Churchin 1891,
During the Rev. George Eagtman's tenure (1891-1903), the church saw the "egteblishment of free pewsand the pledge
system of raising money, the installing of a new bell, the fourth in the history of the church, the purchasing of the
beautiful memoria windows, which now congtitute much of the adornment of our auditorium, and the recent buildmg of
the addition for the use of the ladies in providing for the matend welfareof our socid gatherings™”

One mteresting chapter in the higtory of the Seoond Congregationd Church is its connection with William Howard Taft
(1857-1930), 27* Preddant of the United States (1909-1913). Taft dso saved asthe US. Solicitor Generd, Secrdary of
War, Provisonad Govemor of Cuba and of the Philippines, and after his angle term as president, as 10+ Chief Judtice of
the US Suprame Court. Although bom m—and usudly assodiated with—Ohio, Taft had alineage thet led back to New
England, and specifically to Millbury, for hismother Louisa Torrey. Hismatemd grandparents were Samud Davenport
Torrey and SQusan Holman Waters (the oldest child of AsaWaters the Second), active members of the Second
Congregationd Church. Taft goent asignificant part of his boyhood with the Torrey family in Millbury, even attending
schoal therefor a period. After her husband's degth in 1891, LouisaTorrey Taft retumed from Ohio to Millbury, where
de lived with her older sger MissDdiaC. Torrey. ™ William Taft visited his mother in Millbury on aregular beds intil
her degth therein 1907, and he retumed twice while he was President to visit his aunt, atending church with her a the
Second Congregational Church (as this building was then known).

A pictureof his April 3, 1910, visit, showing Presdent Taft ecorting his aunt down the front church stgps hangsin the
vegtibule of the Millbury Federated Church. As part of this 1910 visit to Millbury, Presdent Taft atended ameatmg of
the Olive Branch Masonic Lodge and was mede an honorary Mason.™ Fittingly, given the symbolic meenmg of the dlive
branch, peace had descended upon the grandchildren of both the Masons and the Antimasons in Millbury.

(continued)

Reoords of Presoyterian Church and  Seoond Congregiational Churchfrom 1827 to 1822, ledger in the Millbury Federated Church
Archives

Ceantennid Higtory of the Toan ofMillbury, 317-18.
A Certennid Higtory of the Toan of Millbury, 317. This orgen wes ledt refurbished ca 2008,

Gaoge P Easdmen, Address by the Re. Geo. P. Eagmen, 19; 150F Amniversary Cdebration of the Seoond Congregtionadl Church
(1834) and te Millbury United Methodist Church (1835), 1986 Millbury Fedarated Church Archives

* Gaoge P BEaamen, Address by te Rev. Geo. P. Ezgiman, 19-20.
"N Certenid Higtory of the Town of Millbury, 398.

"Peeding of William Howard Taft: Millbury Moums with Naion—Fommer President's Early Life Hare Recdled—Guest of Town a
Catamnid Cdebration,” undated, unsourced dipping in the Millbury Fedarated Church Archiyes
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From the Seoond Congregationd Church to the Millbury Federated Church

In 1918 the Second Congregationd Church and the Millbury Methodist Episcopa Church, both suffering from declining
numbers, began talksto federate. One minigter had left and the other was reedy to retire. Committess represanting eech
church met in Febmary 1919, and after adiscussion, voted imanimoudy to proceed. On March 5, the congregations
hogted ajoint meting with the Rev. Howard F. Legg, "an authority on Federation, having organized Federated Churches
in Wilbraham, Holliston, Sandwich, Hyannis, and Ashland.""” Voting separatdy on March 12, each congregation
goproved the federation. The Articles of Federation, still followed by the church today, gave each congregation autononty
within the federation, eech maintaining its own membership rolls and eecting three membas to the sx-member Board of
Management. The federation kept itstwo best buildings—the Congregational Church and the Methodist parsonege
(1901)—and eventudly sold the others. The Ssoond Congregetiond Church had built its parsonage in 1866; it was not
contiguous to this site and is not part of thisnomination. The churches officially federated on April 1, 1919, and hdd their
ffrst joint service on April 6, 1919.

The Millbury Methodists had held their first dassin ebout 1822 and incorporated as church in 1835, meeting in aschoadl,
and later the lower hall of atavem, in the Gooddl Village section of Millbury. They built achurch onElm Sfreetin the
smmier of 1840, and dedicated it on November 17 of that year. The amdl congregation sugtained it with pew rent or pew
sdes until 1888, whenthey switched to freewill offerings. After seaing 43 pagtors come and go—o pagtor serving more
than three years due to the rotation policies of the Methodist conference—they began worshiping with thefr neighbors a
the Second Congregationd Church. Eventudly, they sold the old church building. According to the combined church
history, thefr former church building was partiadly dismantled and reused as amovie thegter.

Working together, the new combined congregation refurbished the Ffrst Presbyterian Society Meeting Housein 1923,
adding anew fumace and repafring the date roof In addition, they ingtaled anew hardwood floor and lighting in the
sanctuary. I n 1929, they extended the front platform forward by threefeet.N' In 1930, they painted the church and
atempted to "sfrengthen the timbersto the tower to prevent further settling."” The Millbury Federated Church cdebrated
the centennids of each of the congregations, in 1927 and 1935. Aspart of the latter ceebration, they ingtaled part of the
1840 commimion rail from the old Methodist Churchin thefr new senctuary.  1n 1947, the church hired the architecturd
firm of Lamotte & Sonto redesign the vestry goece under the church, replacing the boiler and adding a kitchen"

In the years after the Second World War, the Millbury Federated Church, like many other churches, experienced crowding
due to the influx of young families. Accordingly, they added facilities for Sunday School and other church purposes.
Luckily for the congregation, when membar Harold Buck Proctor died he left his home and a monetary legecy, which the

(continued)

Gatrude Chess "Higory of the Millbury Fedarated Church,” 1969
' 150* Anmniversary Cdebration of the Ssoond Congregationd Church (1834) and the Millbury United Methodig Church (1835),
1986. The Methodigt sedtion gopears to be largdy recopied from anather typescript compilation, "Ore Hundredth Amniversary of the
Methodigt Church in Millbury™ Millbury Fedarated Church Archives
~NUWill Enlarge Ratform," ca 199 dipping presuniedly from the Millbury Journd, Millbury Federated Church Archives
" "The Painting Fund," Tre Bulletin, Millbury Fedarated Church 10 May 1930
" Gatrude Chesg "Hidory of the Millbury Federated Church," 1989, See d<o "Fedarated Church to Make Extandve Repairs”
Millbury Journd, undated artide pestedin@~ Millbury Federated Church ledoer, pg. 31

Rans for this renovaion ae in the Departmant of Public Savicefilesa the Massadhusatts Sate Archives No ather information on
thisfirmis avalablein MACRIS o ay of the ather dandard souroes
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Second Congregational Church received in 1951. This bequest allowed the parish severa growth options. The church
made the Proctor house the new parsonage, sellingthe former Methodist Church parsonage in 1963. 1n 1955, the church
purchased the Howard house, atwo-story framehouse (ca. 1920) dfrectly east of the church, to use for Sunday School
classrooms.

Since the Period of Significance

Planning for further expansion began in 1958, and in 1961 the church used $50,000 of the Proctor legacy to begin a
building fund, hfring local architect Frederick Gagnon.Constrained by publicrights-of-way on both sides, they
determined to sell and move the Howard house, which stood to the east, and build a parish house extension onthat lot. In
1958, the church bought the nearby Harrington house on EIm Sfreet (razed), the grounds of which provide parking for the
church. The building committee hired builder William E. Guertin & Sons, and broke ground for the new parish houseon
September 25, 1963. They dedicated the completed building two yearslater, on September 26, 1965. As built, the Parish
House included "a church office, apastor's study and coimseling center, twelve classrooms, alarge hall, four rest rooms,
five storage closets, and a new boiler room."* The $130,000 spent for the Proctor Parish House included severd changes
to the church — the addition of the two eastem gallery exits and renovations to the basement vestry and kitchen. 1n 1977,
after vandalism to the stamed glass, the church installed Lexan covers over the windows.

In 2006, the congregation hired a confractor to repair and paint the stegple. The engineermg firm that the contractor
consulted told him the stegple could not be stabilized, and recommended closing the church immediately and removing
the steeple. The confractor removed and stored the bell and bell tower, and capped the yoke with atemporary steeple.
Today the Millbury Federated Church remains an active church, with two Sunday services, anursery school, food pantry,
and awiderange of community service and oufreach programs.

Criterion C: Architecture

The First Presbyterian Society Meeting House is significant for its architecture, both as the design of an important
architect, Elias Carter, and as an excellent example of the fransition between Federal and Greek Revival architecture inan
ecclesiagtica building. Despite the loss of its steeple, it retains sufficient integrity to convey its significanceimder
Criterion C.

Elias Carter, Architect and Builder
Long recognized as a significant architect, Elias Carter has not previously been credited as the architect of the First
Presbyterian Society Meeting House, or, for that matter, any other building inMillbiuy. The knowledge that the design is
Carter's comes from a single reference—the building committee report foundinthe Millbury Federated Church Archives
and franscribed above. However, the date and place fit quite well with what we know of the rest of Carter's career. The
Ffrst Presbyterian Society Meeting House represents a church design from the most creative and successful point in
Carter's career.

(continued)

" Gertrude Chesg "History of the Millbury Federated Church," 1969.
"History of the Proctor Memorid Parish House" Dedication of Proctor Memoria Parish House, the Millbury Federated Church,
Millbury, Massachusetts, September 26, 1965, Millbury Federated Church Archives.
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Elias Carter was the architect and builder of the megtinghouse, for which the Firgt Presbyterian Society paid him an
initial $5,000 and $214.24 more for exfras." The earliest, and still most complete, biogrgphica article on Carter is by
Harriette Merrifield Forbes Forbesjudged Carter's influence on the neighboring city of Worcester as fransformative:

Previous to 1828 there were few handsome houses m Worcester, Massachusatts . . . About 1828, a man came to
town who immediatdy supplanted mogt of the earlier designersof buOdings In ten yearsor less he hed dhanged
the agpect of the town and erected more beautiful houses than it had had in al its previous exigence.

According to Forbes, Carter first gopeared in the Worcester tax rolls in 1829, living in a house on Nobility Hill and
maintaining ashop on Thomas Sfreet with ayounger builder, Zenas Studley. Later Carter partnered with another
successful builder, Marchant Tobey, working in Worcester for adecade before leaving Worcester for Chicopee Fdls Was
it the work on the megtinghouse in Millbury that brought Carter to back to south-cenfrd Massachusetts to neerby
Worcester, where he launched the most successful chapter in his carer?

Elias Carter (1781-1864) was bom in neerby Ward (now Auburn), Massachusdtts to Timothy and Sareh (Walker) Carter."
Timothy and his brother Benjamin were buildmg contractors known as Carter and Carter, working throughout central
Massachusetts When Eliaswas three, Timothy fell to his degth while building the medtinghouse in Leicester. Benjamm
Carter moved to Vermont and Sarah Carter took her six children to Greenwich, Massachusdtts, eventudly marrying a
farmer in Hardwick. Without citing her sources Forbes maintains, " The boy Elias had the inheritance and probably the
plans of hisfather. Hecertainly had the book which hed been hisfathersguide, Battey Langley's"Treasury of Desgns"/"
After spending tune working somewhere in the South, Carter retumed to centrd Massachusetts Forbes peculates, "He
imdoubtedly commenced his caresr as a medter builder, later leaving the eeder work to athers and becommg himsdlf the
architect and wood-carver of thefirm."" The earliest recorded work by Elias Carter isthe 1806 medtinghouse (razed) in
Brimfield, Massachusetts Thetown higtory gives a humorous account of theraising of the frame:

Theraising of the ponderous frames was successfully accomplished. One whole Sdewasraised & atime, the
wegt dde ffrst; Mr. Carter going up with it, sanding on the gdlery girth. Only one man, EzraHitchcock, fell, or
was injured in any way. He petitioned the town for relief or compensation, but the common opinion seams to have
been that if he had not been devated, more than sober people usudly are, he would not have fallen.

According to Forbes, besdes the mestmghouse. Carter designed a hotd, a leest four houses, and a four-story factory
(razed) in Brimfield. Carter was d0 an investor in the latter venture; when it went bankmpt he moved south into
Cormecticut. There Carter built churches in Thompson (1816, from plans by Ithiel Town) and Killingly (1818), before
retuming to Massachusetts and building churches in Mendon and Milford (1820). Elias Carter's wife later told a
granddaughter that they hed lived in & leest forty different placeswhile Carter pursued building.

(continued)

Untitled ligt, Millbury Federated Church Archives Sae of the names are difficult to reed and goproximeted herg, dthough "Elies
Cate” is dealy indicated.

Harrigtte M. Forbes "Hias Cater, Architet, of Woroester, Mass," Old-Time Nev England |1 .2 (Oct 1920): 58-71, pg. 58.

"The Catear Family," Higtorica Cdération of the Toawn of Brimfidd, Hampden County, Mass (Saringfidd: Clack W. Bryan
Canpary, 1879), 388-339. Full text available online a Google Books
A Harrigtte M. Forbes "Hlias Cater,” 59.
*' |bid. "Hlias Cata," 50.

Historica Cdeoration of the Toan of Brimfidd, Hampden Caunty, Mass (Springfidd: Clak W. Bryan Compery, 1879), 122, Fulll
text availadle online & Googe Books
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According to the records of the Unitarian Church m Mendon (1820), that church was the eleventh or twelfth built by
Carter, the best known (and earliest surviving) being the church in Templeton, Massachusetts (1811). Carter'swork in
Worcester included severa churches, astore for Daniel Waldo, the Insane Hospital (1832), and a least eight grand
housss. Other later commissions in Massachusetts include houses m Taunton and Monson and the Leicester Academy
(1832), which Elias Carter built next door to die church where his father had perished. According to the MACRIS gate
listing of extant resourcesthat have been surveyed. Carter churches remain in Granby, Mendon, North Brookfield, and
Templeton, as well as the Hitchcock Academy (1855) inBrimfield and Ward E a the Westborough State Hospital (1847).
Carter houses, meanwhile, survive in Barre (4), Brimfield (5), Leominster, Monson, Princeton, Sturbridge, and Worcester
(4).M Forbes notes that the Clough R. Miles house (1835) m Millbury bore resemblanceto other Carter houses. Some of
the other Millbury houses of this era should be investigated for a Carter coimection.

In northem New England, Elias Carter's design for his Templeton, MA, church of 1811 proved to be influential. Seven
New Hampshfre churches copied the design between 1812 and 183/* Elias Carter also designed an insane asylumfor
Concord, NH (1842)."

The influential architectural historian Talbot F. Hamlin wrote abiographical entry on Carter for the Dictionary of
American Biography. While relying heavily on Forbes, Hamlin clarifiesthe significance of Carter'swork. Carter'stimein
the South is"agpparent inthe high porticos he loved," Hamlin notes, but moreimportantly.

His importance as an architect is due to the fact that he was brought up and did his earliest work under sfrong
"late Colonial" influences, which colored his later Greek Revival work, and gave it aresfraint and a harmony with
its American use all too lacking in other work of the time. He was somewhat influenced by Asher Benjamin, but
his work isusualy more resfrained, as he resfrictshimself, with few exceptions, to the lonic and Doric orders. His
churches were the typical white steepled churches of New England. "™

While Hamlin judges Carter's Worcester houses as his most innovative and successfLil works. Carter's churches seem to
be his most enduring works. The Templeton and New Hampshfre churches are cited i n numerous books on church
architecture as emblematic of early 19™ century American church building."”

(continued)

MACRIS (Massachusetts Cultura Resource Information System), Massachusatts Historical Commission, http:/mhc-
meacris net/index.htm.

Peter Benes "The Templeton 'Run’ and the Pomfret 'Cluster'; Pattems of Diffusionin Rural New England Megtinghouse
Architecture, 1647-1822" Old-Time New England 68: 3-4 (Winter-Spring 1978): 1-21. For more on the possible attribution of some of
these churchesto Carter, ss2 Bryant F Tolles, J., with Carolyn K. Talles, New Hampshire Architecture: An Illustrated Guide
(Hanover: University Press of New England, 1979.

"New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane" Farmer's Cabingt (Amherst NH) 17 Nov. 1843,

Talbot F. Hamlin, "Carter, Elias," Dictionary ofAmerican Biography, 1946: I11: 533. Other brief biographical notesinclude " Carter,
Elias," Henry F. Withey and Elsie Rathbum Withey, Biographical Dictionary ofAmerican Architects (Deceased) (Los Angeles. New
Age, 1970); and "Carter, Elias," Who WasWho in America 1607-1896.

* Thefollowing books all feature multiple references to Carter and his churches Marilyn J. Chiat, Americas RdligiousArchitecture:
Sacred Placesf or Every Community (New Y ork: John Wiley, 1997); Roger Keémedy, American Churches (New York: Stewart,
Tabori & Chang, 1982); Peter T. Mdlary, New England Churches & Medinghouses 1680-1830 (Seecaucus, NJ: Chartwell, 1985);
Greorge Frands Marlowe, Churches of Old New England: | heir Architecture and their Architects, their Pastors and their People
(New York: Macmillan, 1947); G.E. Kidder Smith, The Beacon Guide to New England Houses of Worship: An Architectural
Companion (Boston: Beacon Press; 1989).
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The Firg Presbyterian Societv Meeting House and the Trangition to Gresk Reviva Architecture

Besdesits architect Elias Carter, the Ffrst Presbyterian Society Medting Houseis d 0 significant as an excdlent example
of thefransitionfrom Federd to Gresk Revivd yles of architecture in an ecclesiagticd building. The Gresk Revivd
characteridtics of the building are mogt prominent on the symmefrica temple-front westem facade: its triangular pediment
supported by four Tuscan columnsin afull-width open portico. Some of the decorative dements, however, are clearly
Federd, including the atenuated nature of the Tuscan columns and the bold fanlights over the doors and eech of the
windows on the three principal devations. Perhgas no ather building by Elias Carter more dearly illusfrates Tdbot
Hamlin's characterization of Carter's later work as Gresk Reviva colored by "sfrong 'late Colonid' influences.”

Medtinghouses evolved significantly over the two centuries after they wereffrst erected in Massachusatts, and the switch
from Federd to Gresk Reviva was much more gradua and incrementd than it might seamin refrogpect. No longer were
mesting houses the houselike foursquare buildings of the 17¢ century, or the 18" century's rectangular buildings with
door and pulpit onthe long sdes** Beginning early m the 18* century, the post-ffre London churches of Christopher
Wren began to influence the Anglican churches built in coagtd New England cities, such as Chrigt Church (Old North;
1723) in Bogton, with itsgable roof, tower, and gpfre. Asthe 18" century progressed, prominent Puritan mestinghouses
auch as Old South (1729) in Boston adopted the tower and spire, if not yet the tower main entry. After 1750, James Gibbs
design of &. Martin in the Fiddsin London further influenced many of thelarger city dhurdhes*” After the Revolution,
the Federd-gyle church—devdoped by Charles Bulfmch and popularized by Asher Benjamm in his subsequent designs
and pattem books—solidified thisideaof a prominent end entry, through a porch or portico, with abelfry tower and spire
aop. The pulpit gradudly moved to the narrow end (dthough usudly the end opposite the door!), even in more
consrvaive rurd arees Asthe 19¢ century progressed, these places of worship edopted the Gresk Reviva style.
According to Peter Williams,

The Gresk Revivd [was] amuch smpler mode than its Federd predecessor, [and] featured a portico of imposing
and largely unormamented Doric columns with asimilarly plain pediment above. Itsingpfration was nothing from
Chrigtian higtory but rather derived from the 'pagan’ temples of Hellenic antiquity, of which it was a modem-day
gppropriation. Many, if not mog, of these medtinghouses were cgoped with a segple, which rests on the body of
the churchitself rather than extending partly over the portico in the Federd mode™

Williams here points out another way m which the Millbury meetinghouse was more Fedard than Gresk Revivd: its
degalestill extends partly over theportico.

(continued)

The Greek Revival in America may be said to have begunin 1818 in Philadel phia, with both the constmction of the
Second Bank of the United Sates (designed by William Sfrickland) and the publication of John Haviland's The Builder's

Philip D. Zimmemen, "Congregationd Churdhes”" The Encydapedia of New England: The Culture and Higtory of an American
Region, ed. Burt Fantuch ad David H. Watters (New Hava: Yde UP, 2005), 98-90.

For a adaned discussion of the evalution of the meding house form in New England, see William H. Feason, ., Amaican
Buildings and their Architects Vdume 1, the Colonid and Neodassicd Qyles (New York: Oxford UP, 19/0) and Pater W. Williams,
Haousss of God: Region, Rdligion, and Architecture in the United Sates (Urbenat U of XL Press 1997).
™ P W. Williams, Houses of God: Region, Rdigion, and Architecture in the United Siates (Urbena U of IL Press 1997), 12
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Assgant, "the ffrst American book to give the Gresk orders™™ The ffrst Gresk Reviva church in New England wes S.
Paul's Episcopd Church (1819-20) in Boston, designed by Alexander Parris. The Gresk Reviva wes "an architecturd
revolution againgt which the rock of Boston conservatism would avail nothing. . . . Like the germ of influenza, it svept on
aoross the [Atlantic] ocean, through the Eagt and South, and into the ravest settlements, even beyond the Mississppi." ™
Gresk Revivd architecture was popular acrass the United States from 1820 to 1860, and represented agradud departure
from British influence for American architects”™' In the second quarter of the 19* century, Americans embraced the Gresk
Revivd as anaiond style: not only architects but dso builders, pafrons, and consumers of architecture. Architectural
historian William Ferson smimarized its importance:

The Gresk Revivd was the ffrst pervasve and sdf-conscious nationdistic movemant in American architecture.
Although itsinitia impetus camed the professond level, where it was ussd for government buildingsall over
the land, the total nationd character came a the folk leved, where it achieved the same fulfillment of aspiration
toward architecturd independence as Jefferson's idedigtic adgptation of Romen architecture did more than a
quater of a century ealier ™

Although no documented link exigs. Carter is someimes thought to have gpprenticed with Asher Benjamin, as other
architect/builders of hisday did. Certainly he could leam the principles of Gresk Reviva through hisfravel sand through
the architecturd guidebooks published by Benjamin and John Haviland. The heart of Millbury isdigtinctive in having, in
dose proximity, the AsaWaters House and the First Presbyterian Sodety Meeting House, dissmguished works by Asher
Benjamin and Elias Carter, two of thefi nestarchitects then working in New England.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of andent Native American settlement in Millbury are poorly imderstood, any surviving dtescould be
dgnificant. Ancient gtesin this areamay confribute important information rdated to the location, fimction, and
variability of dte types within the Blackgone River drainage, particularly in the transitiona zone between the coastd
lowlands and Worcester Plateau uplands. Potentid Stes on the Meeting House property may contain vauable information
rdated to the importance of Steslocated dong the main drainage of the Blackstone River watershed.  Native American
stlement in this area may focus on larger Stesdong the Blackstone River, possbly at the confluence of fributary
dreamdgrivers, or a fall lines. Ancient Stesin the vicinity of the church may be rdated to larger Stesand/or core aress
dong lower portions of the Blacksone River towards Narragansett Bay to the south or towards the lower reeches of the
Charles and Negponsat Riversto the northeast. Ancient Stesin this areamay contain information thet indicates theloca
and regiond socio/palitical impact of Native socid groups in these drainages and how these rdationships changed
through time. Thisdata could test commonly held beliefs pertaining to riverine drainage settlement hypotheses

(continued)

N MBLXOuWMien, Amegrican Architecture Vdunel (Carbridge MLL.T. Press 1981), 161
Wate H. Kilham, Bogton after Bulfinch: An Acoourt of Its Architecture 1800-1900 (Camindge Harvard UP, 1946). 19,
Leopadd Amaud, "Foreword,”" in Tdbat Hamlin, Gresk Revivd Architecture in America, 194 (rpt New Y ork: Dover), xv.
William H. Herson, ., American Buildings and their Architects Vdume 1, 432,
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Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the evol ution of
Millbury Center (Armory Village) as the religious and community center for the town of Millbury during the 19¢ ad
early 20* centuries. Additiona higtorical research, combined with archaeologica aurvey and testing, may confribute
important information related to the evolution of the North Parish of Sutton and itslater incorporation as the Town of
Millbury. Stmcturd evidence of renovations and dhanges to the medtinghouse building, bams, sables and outbuildings
may confribute additiona evidence of the architecturd evolution of the medtinghouse dmcture and the facilities that
evolved with the church. Archaeologica evidence of occupationd-rdated features (frash pits, privies, wells) may dso
confribute evidence of the tmcture's evolution, and the socid, cultural, and economic charactendticsof the church
parishioners and grester Millbury community.

Stmcturd evidence of the Howard House, associated bams, outbuildings, and evidence of occupationd-rdated features
may confribute important information related to earlier land use onthe church property and 19*/early 20* century lifein
Millbury. Additiond historica ressarch and archaeologicd testing may determine whether the Howard House was built
onlLot 128 m ca 1920, or condmcted earlier & another location and moved to its current address. Stmctura evidence
from the house may confribute information rdated to the architecturd characterigtics of 19*/early 20* century gpartment
housssin Millbury. Detailed andysisof occupationa-rdated festures may contribute socia, cultural, and economic
information relaed to the occupants of the house

(end)
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Blanchard Town Clerk." Deed in the Millbury Federated Church Archives.

Saecond Congregationd Sodiety to Seocond Congregationa Church, 29 January 1891, Worcester Regigry of Desds Book
1343, Page 295.

Sacond Congregational Church to Peter Lynch, 2 October 1950, Worcester Regidry of Deads Book 3290, Page 237.

Amaos C. Howard et ux to Second Congregationd Church, 30 April 1955 (Worcester Regigtry of Deads Book 3676, Page
151.

Napoleon Lynch to Millbury Federated Church, 2 June 1958, Worcester Registry of Deads Book 3943, Page 79.

According to its Assessors card, the current desd was recorded in Worcester Registry of Desds Book 4988, Pege 315.

Mapsand Plans(liged chronologically)

A Plan of the Town of Millbury January 1831. Masssechusatts State Archives. Detail showing the Old Common and
Armory Village, republished in Brooke, pg. 350.

Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps 1888, 1894, 1899, 1904, 1913, 1924, 1943.

"Plan of Land Owned by the 2™ Cong. Church of Millbury, Mass, Feb. 2, 1927," by William |. Thompson.

"Pan to Show Division of Property in Millbury Mass Owned by Peter Lynch, Seat. 20, 1950" by Kenneth Shaw.

(end)



First Presbyterian Society Meeting House Worcester, MA
Name of Property County and State

10 fieographiral Data
Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 272083 4674796
Zone Easti ng Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

namel/title Timothy T. Orwig, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date July 2010
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Dontimfintation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Millbury Federated Church
street & number 20 Mam Street telephone 508-865-6274
city or town Millbury state MA Zip code. 01527

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement; This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Histonc Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C 470 etseq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief. Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018). Washington, DC 20503
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10. Boundary Decription

The Nationd Regiger boundary for this property corregoonds to the legd boundary of two lots, known as Lots 128 & 129,
onthe Town of Millbury's Assessor'sMap 53. This .55-acre combined parcd  contains the Millbury Federated Church
(First Presbyterian Sodety Mesting House) and Proctor Parish House These Iots together are addressed as 20 Main
Stredt. Lot 129 has been the location of the church dnce its condruction in 1828. Lot 128, directly esdt of the origind |ot,
was acquired by the Millbury Federated Church in 1955. The 1965 parish house addition to the church occupies part of
Lot 129 and this contiguous lot. Thisgenerdly rectangular parcd of thetwo lots meeares 96 ft dong Mam Street, 29645
feet dong Church Stredt, and indudes adong its southem border an Limamed dley treated as apublic stredt.

Boundary Jugtification

The nominated property indudes the entire parcd associated with the Millbury Federated Church building snce 1956—
within the period of sgnificance.

Dueto Itsearly esablishment and nontaxed gatus, the church lot hes a somewhat complicated history and no recorded
modem survey. Itshigtory ismog clearly summanzed in alegd opimon from Worcester lawyer William A. Elander m
1959." The First Presbyterian Society of Millbury sscured two adjommg parcdsof land from Lydia Waters and Lydia
Gooddl in 1828, eech resarving "to her heirs and assigns forever an undisturbed right of way to pess and repass with
teams or otherwise and through said premisesand al parts of the same which shal not be occupied and covered by the
Church of said Sodigty or their meginghouse"” Thisright-of-way gopears to be the dley directly adjacent and south of
the church, dthough part of Church Strest may have come from the lot as well, asthat boundary gopears never to have
been surveyed. Sanbom fireinsurance mggs for the property (1888-1943), for example, show the building and its raised
front lawn as an idand surrounded byrights-of -wayon al four Sdes Known today as Millbury Assessor's Map 53: Lot
129, this parcd was never legdly trandferred from the First Presbyterian Socdiety to the Second Congregationd Society,
but the title was settled m 1891 when it officially became the property of the Second Congregetiond Church”

Therear lot, known today as Millbury Assessor's Mgp 53; Lot 128, hes an equdly interesting history. A two-story
goartment house was built or moved there ca. 1920. (Not presant on the 1913 Sanbom miap, this gpartment house first
gopearson the 1924 Sanbom map.) In 1950 thislot was st gpart from alarger ot owned by Peter Lynch." Aspart of that
rvey, it was discovered that the gpartment house behind the church wiss built partidly on the church lot. Lynch secured

(continued)

" William A. Hande to Millbury Federated Church, January 16, 1989, 8 pp., Millbury Fedarated Church Archives The durch
requested the opinion to darify the gatus of the right-of-way directly south of the dhurch and how it might limit expengon of the
building. The letter wes acoompenied by a color-coded mgp, now gopearently lodt.

N LydiaWaasto Frst Presbytaian Sodey, 30 April 1828, (Worcester Regisry of Deads Book 263, Page 472), and Lydia Gooddl to
Firg Predoytarian Sodidty, 30 April 1828, (Woroeter Regidry of Destls Book 263, Page 479).

" Saoond Congregtiond Sodety to Saoond Congregationd Church, 20 January 1891 (Worcester Regidry of Desdks Book 1343, Pege

295).
" "Hanto Sow Divison of Prgpaty in Millbury Mass ovned by Pater Lynch," Suvey and Han by Kengh Saw [of] Sutton Mass
St 20, 1980 (Millbury Federated Church Archives). This survey does nat gopesr to have been recorded.
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atriangular diver of land from the church, extending from Church Street to the southem alley, to placethe housefully on
his propety* Fiveyearslater, Amos C. Howard and hiswife sold the house and land to the Second Congregationd
Church Thus the current two lots were assambled by 1955, within the period of significance. Because the Millbury
Federated Church and its Proctor Parish House extenson ooccupy both lots, for the purposesof this nomination they form

the property.

It should be noted that two lots contiguous to these church lots are dso owned by Millbury Federated Church, but were
acquired later on and are not conddered part of this property for purposes of thisnomination. Lot 136 isahaf-acre lot

that gretchesfrom EIm Streat to Church Street, and wiass acquired in 19587 Currently the lot functions as parking, and the
only building remaining on thislot (after demolition of the Harrington house and itsbam) is atwo-car hip-roofed garege
Lot 1B isavery smdl lot within the center of the block,. 11 acres, which is addressed as 18 Main Strest. The lot wes
acquired some time after the period of significance* 1t contains atwo-story hip-roofed house, built before 1888, which the
church rents to tenants.

(end)

" Seoond Congregetiond Church to Pater Lynch, 2 Odober 1950 (Worcester Regisry of Deads Book 3290, Page 237).
* Amos C. Howard et ux to Seoond Congregetiond Church, 30 April 1986 (Woroester Regisry of Desds Book 3676, Page 151).
" Ngpdeon Lynch to Millbury Federated Church, 2 June 1988 (Waoroester Regidtry of Destls Book 3943, Page 79).
* Acoording to its Assessors card, the desd ws recorded in Worcester Regidry of Deads Book 4988, Pege 315.
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Additional Documentation—Phatographs

Timothy Orwig was the photographer for al the photographs, which were taken on 10 Jenuary 2008, and the negatives are
in his possesson. All of the phatographs show the Millbury Federated Church (First Presyterian Society Mesting

House), Millbury, Worcester Coimty, Massachustts.

1 Looking southeedt, showing the north eevation, west facade and Signboard.

2. Looking northeadt, showing the south devation, west faBade and right-of-way dley.

3. Looking southeest, detal showing the beee of the northem column, brick and granite foundation dements and front
lawn Granite Retaining Wall.

4. Looking eedt, showing the west faBade and Signboard.

5. Looking northeest, showing the west faBade.

6. Looking north, showing south eevation of church.

7. Detail: looking northeedt, showing south eevation doorway hood.
8. Lookmg south, showing northem devation of church.

9. Looking southeadt, showing northem devation of church and the ladies parlor extension. Note aso the granite pods in
the right foreground.

10 Looking southwest, showing northeastem comer of church and the eestem devation of the ladies parlor extension.
11. Lookmg northeest, showing the south devation of the Proctor Parish House extengion.

12. Looking west, showing the eest and north devaions of the Proctor Parish House extengon.

13. Looking northwest, showing the eest and south devations of the 1991 Frame Shed.

14. Interior, Church: Front of the sanctuary, showing the platform and box-like dip pews Taken from the northwest
comer of thegdlery, looking southeedt.

15. Interior, Church: Reer of the sanctuary, showing the gdlery and box-like dip pews Taken from the northeest comer
of the sanctuary, lookmg southwest. Notice that the tall window openingslight both the sanctuary and the gdlery.

16. Interior, Church, detail: Front of the sanctuary, showing the woodwork of the platform supporting the organ pipes
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Additional Documentation—Higoric Images (arranged chronologically)

Stereoview dideimage of the interior, ca 1884, Seoond Congregationd Church, no publication information, from the
Millbury Federated Church Archives.

Sacond Congregationd Church, imege drawn by Wesson & Merritt, from Seocond Congregationd Church . .. Annud
Lesflet, 1894, Printed by L P. Goddard, Worcester, from the Millbury Federated Church Archives.

"Millbury Center, Millbury, Mass.," colored postcard imegeca 1903, from the Millbury Federated Church Archives.

President William H. Taft and his aunt Delia C. Torrey descending the front seps of Millbury Federated Church, 3 Apnl
1910, from the Millbiuy Federated Church Archives.

Frederick H. Gagnon, "Prdiminary Church Street Elevation, Proposad Addition to Millbury Federated Church, Millbury,
Massachusatts from the Millbury Federated Church Archives.
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Site Sketch Map

Map drawn by Timothy Orwig, based on"Plan of Land Owned by thel""* Cong. Church of Millbury, Mass, Feb. 2,1927," by
William I. Thompson, and "Plan to Show Division of Property in Millbury Mass. Owned by Peter Lynch, Sept. 20,1950" by Kenneth
Shaw. Circled numberswith arrowsindicate the position of photogrepher and direction of view in the supporting photogrgphs. This
detail mgp isnotto scde

SigntearJ.
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Floor Plan: Millbury Federated Church Main Floor & Proctor Parish House (partial)
Foor plan assambled by Timothy Orwig, partidly besad on "Proposed Addition to Federated Church, Millbury, Massachusatts' by
Frederick Gagnon, ca. 1965. Thisfloor plan is not to scale
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Floor Plan: Church Basament (partial) & Proctor Parish House

Hoor plan assambled by Timothy Orwig, bessd on "Proposed Addition to Federated Church, Millbury,
Massachusetts' by Frederick Gagnon, ca. 1965. Thisfloor planis not to scade

J— 1
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Date of Type of Contributing Direction from the First Architect or Desgner

Structure/LLandscape/Fegture Condruetion Resource orNot(NC) Pres Society Meeting House (if known)
Hra Presoyterian Society

Meeting House 1828 Building Contributing Elias Carter
Granite Retaining Wall ca 1877 Structure Contributing W
Posts ca 1877? Object Contributing N
Sgnboad ca 1940 Obyject Contributing W
Proctor Memorid Flagues 19521965  Object Contributing
Fame Shed 1991 Building NC NE

Total: 6 1 contributing building, 1 non-contributing building. | contributing Structure, and 3 contributing objects.



stereoview slide image of the interior, ca. 1884, Second Congregational Church, no publication information, from the Millbury Federated Church Archives.



L. P. Goddard, Pr,, Worcester

Second Congregational Church, image drawn by Wesson & Merritt, » v
from Second Congregational Church . . . Annual Leaflet, 1894, Printed by L.P. Goddard, Worcester,
from the Millbury Federated Church Archives




MILLBURY CENTER, MILLBURY, MASS.

"Millbury Center, Millbury, Mass.," colored postcard image ca. 1903,
mfrom the Millbury Federated Church Archives.






Frederick H. Gagnon, "Preliminary Church Street Elevation, Proposed Addition to Millbury Federated Church, Millbury, Massachusetts,"
from the Millbury Federated Church Archives.
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The Commonwedlth of Massachugai®Arjg”

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonweslth
M assachusatts Higorical Commisson

July 14, 2010

Mr. 1 Paul Loether. Chief

Nationa Regider of Higtoric Haces
Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleeselInd the following nomination form:
Firs Presdoyterian Society Meeting House, 20 Main Strest, Millbury (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the Sate Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meating and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regider Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

Endosure

(0 01 Millbury Federated Church
E Bamad Hante Char. Millbury Board of Sdedmen
Cynthia Burr. Millbury Higoricd Commisson
Timathy Orwig, Conaultart
Richard Gosin, Millbury Hanning Boerd

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. sate, ma. us/sec/mhc



