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The Britt House is a two-story residence with basement and dormer 
attic in the American Colonial Revival style. The exterior is finished in red 
brick set in common bond and trimmed with cream-colored terra cotta. The symmetrical 
facade features a two-story portico with fluted columns supporting a bracketed 
pediment with a central fanlight. Directly above the entrance 
is a balcony with decorative railing and supports, supported by additional fluted colums, 
railing and supports. All windows on the second level are double hung windows 
with lugsills and decorative lintels. Those on the first level are casement 
windows set into the arched structural openings with decorative panels and 
keystone. The hipped roof contains decorative dormers on all sides, two brick 
chimneys, and brackets below the eaves. Additional exterior features 
include a bay window on the west,side, a,carport on the east side, 
quoins on the building corners, and a decorative terrace railing., .The only 
major alterations to the exterior consisted of ..the removal of the original terra 
cotta railing on the crown of the roof, and the addition of the carport on the 
eastern side of the structure.

The first floor of the interior includes a living room with a 
semi-circular alcove at one end and is finished in Peruvian mahogany with paneled 
wainscotting, a library finished in quartered white oak, a dining room finished 
in Tobasco mahogany with decorative wainscotting, beams and ceiling, 
and several other rooms. The second floor contains four bedrooms finished in 
cedar treated in ivory enamel, a sleeping porch, three bathrooms, and a sewing 
room. The attic contains a large ballroom. Alterations to the interior have 
been minimal, consisting mainly of necessary modernizations.

Besides tha house, the Britt property includes a garage and formal 
garden. The garage is identical to the house in design, situated on the northeast 
corner of.the lot. The^garcjsn, begun at the same time as the-.hous, (e Sw contains a 
large grape arbor, inported plants and trees, and several decorative benches and 
fountains,...,} A,._£rick walkway set in a herringbone pattern extends from the entrance 
steps to the brick retaining wall which runs alongside the sidewalk on both streets.

The Britt House is located in a residential neighborhood which is 
being taken over rapidly by large apartment structures and small businesses.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Britt House was constructed in 1910, as a residence for Eugene 
W. Britt (1885-1935), a prominant lawyer in Los Angeles at that time. Born in 
Missouri, Britt moved to California in 1878 to practice law. He represented Lake 
County in the California Assembly in 1885, served on the State Supreme Court 
Commission from 1895 to 1900, and was president of the Los Angeles Bar Association 
in 1912. In 1923 Britt sold the house to A.K. Detwiler who lived there until the 
early 1940s. Shortly thereafter, the present owners aquired the home and have 
occupied it as a single-family residence since that time.

The architect of the Britt House, Alfred Faist Rosenheim (1859-1942), 
began his career in St. Louis in 1885 and moved to Los Angeles about 1902 where 
he became one of that city's most notable architects. Rosenheim was responsible 
for the designs of the H.W. Hellman Building on Spring Street (1902), the May 
Company Building on Broadway (1906), and the Second Church of Christ Scientist on 
West Adams (1910), and numerous other structures in Southern California which 
include many mansions in the then fashionable West Adams district. He was a past 
president of the Southern California Chapter, A.I.A., the Architectural League 
of the Pacific Coast, and the Los Angeles Municipal Art Commission.

The most notable architectural feature of^the Britt House is the 
fact that it was*one'of the earliest American Colonial Revival residences in 
Los Angeles done in brick rather than wood. Residences designed in this style in 
Southern California were plentiful during the late 1890s to 1915 period, but 
the majority were built of wood or wood-frame and stucco. Rosenheim designed 
this house with brick building materials in mind, combining red brick with cream- 
colored terra cotta, and adding quoins on the building corners, arched window 
structures of radiating brick, decorative railings around the portico and terrace, 
and other details associated with brick structures. Although the use of brick 
in American Colonial Revival structures became more common after 1910, the Britt 
House was one of the earliest residences in Los Angeles to incorporate brick 
into this architectural style. At the time of its completion, it represented 
a significant contribution in both its elegance .and unique architectural blend 
of design and materials to the West Adams district, the most fashionable 
residential area of the city in the early 1900s.

In recognition of the architectural significance of the Britt 
House, its remarkable state of preservation, and the fact that is has not been 
appreciably altered through the years, the Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Board 
designated it a local historical landmark in 1978.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation;Officer for the-National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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