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1. Name of Property
historic name. WPA Field House and Pump Station

other names/site number.

2. Location

Street & number. 7-19 Henry Turner Bailey Road not for publication
city or town. Scituate vicinity
state  Massachusetts .code_MA county  Plymouth ,code_Q23. .Zip code Q2066

3 State/Ferieral Agenr.y CertifiP-ation

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this 1Z'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

N meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide 1” locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, her/by certify that this property is: Slgnatur; ﬁf“lﬂiﬁe'ﬁ'?@é"fér A Date of Action
entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



WPA Field House and Pump Station
Name of Property

5- Classifirafion
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
X public-local __district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6- Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Recreation and Culture: sports facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Craftsman

Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do net include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
J .building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  concrete and granite fieldstone

walls brick, granite fieldstone

roof. slate

other wood trim

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The WPA Field House, congructed in 1938-1939, islocated in the northem part of Scituate, acoagtd town equidistant
between Bogton and Plymouth, MA (approximately 30 miles to the north and south, respectively). Theimmediate
neighborhood of Gannett's Comer is centered on the intersection of Country Way (a major north-south thoroughfare) with
Henry Tumer Bailey Road (extending to the west) and Gannett Road (tothe eest). A railroad line that was established in
1871 aosesdiagondly through this intersection. An early 20™-century railway station still slands on the southeest Sde
of this intersection, on County Way, and anew commuiter rail sation (serving the recently re-opened Greenbudh line) is
located on the northwest quadrant of theintersection.

Identified as potentially eligible for the National Regigter, the Gannett's Comer areacontains avariety of free-standing
buildings congructed from the 17 through the 20* centuries. They are primarily 19*-century resdential Sructures
ranging from 1 to 212 gories in height, with severd smdl-scde commercia and civic buildings dudtered & the
cossoads. The WPA Field House stands to the southwest of the Gannett's Comer intersection, gpproximately 150 feet
from Henry Tumer Bailey Road.

Site Festures

The property rises gently up to the south from Henry Tumer Bailey Road. It isbordered on the west by Bound Brook, and
on the south and eedt by private properties. Thefield house faces north and is st on alow bermed platform & the
utheest comer of the dte, a an angletotheroad. A st of five fieldstone ggpsisbuilt into the berm and leads to the
main door of the field house.

To the west of the field houseisalong grassy goace that was formerly usad as aplay areawith basketbal and

shuffleboard courts. A metd swing st and the concrete pedsfor two shuffleboard courts are now located here. A
fieldstone retaining wall linesthe back (southem) boundary of the property. Framing much of the north Sde of thislawn
is anotherfiel dstoneretai ning wall running eest-west in the middle of the Site; adjacent to its south dde are two small sets
of fieldstone steps that accommodate the lawn's dight dope downward from eedt to west.

Four tennis courts originally stretched aong the front of the property, between Henry Tumer Bailey Road and the
retaining wall on the interior of the site; they have recently been replaced by a 124-car parking lot for the new commuter
rail line. Thisagphdt-paved areaisedged with granite curbing and festures alandscaped median running east-west
through the center.

In the northwest comer of the parcel, outside of the areathat was desgned and landscaped as arecreationd facility, Sands
asmall, one-gory brick pump station, sat back about 20 feet from Henry Tumer Bailey Road. Approximately 12x16
feet in plan, this Smple rectangular structure rises from apoured concrete foundation to across-gabled dateroof. The
doorway on its north feBade isflankedby narrow wood pilasters and surmounted by a semicircular fanlight. A single, 9/6,
double-hung window is centered on each of the south (back) and esst crossgables. A third section of fieldstonewal |
sparaes the pump station from the present parking lot, running southward from Henry Tumer Bailey Road for
approximately 30 feet.

(continued)
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Architectural Design of the Field House

The WPA Fidd House isardatively small rectangular building, 38 x 41 feet in planand 1 Vi dories high, with adate-
covered, Sde-gable roof Thefront dope of its broad roof covers arecessed, ten-foot degp porch that gpans the entire
facade. The exterior walls and porch pillars onthe first floor are congmcted of granitefiel dstone,while the gable ends
ae sheathed with vertical shiplap wood siding and simple wood trim. A continuous fasciaband composad of flat, wood
trim boards ringsall four eevations, forming the roof eave a the facade and back eevation and the horizonta comice of
the gableends

The field housgs symmetricd, three-bay north faBade contains a center doorwayflankedby one large window opening on
each dde. Four 18'-square pillars support the overhanging roof a the front porch, whilefiel dstonepavers form the porch
floor. A largefieldstonechimney rises from the center of the beck dope of the roof.

The 9de and rear devations of the field house are asymmetrical.  Thewes devation fegtures two doors towards the back
of the building, and awindow opening into the mainroom & the front of the building. The back (south) eevation hes a
doorway in the centra section,flankedby two window openings to the | eft and one to the right; basement window wells
ae = bdow the outer windows. The eedt devation contains a doorway towards the back and awindow into thefront
room.

Ground floor windows in the main room of the field house contain sed sssh with no trim; these are configured as a pair
of casament windows bordered on three sdes by arow of fixed panesof glass. Each of the gable ends features acircular
wood window that originally contained awagon-whed arangemeant of panes. All the window openings are presently
covered with plywood on the exterior.

The building's doorways feature very dightly archedfiel dstonelintels; the Sde and back entrancesall have a concrete
threshold gep andfieldstonelanding. The two entrancesto the main interior goace (one located on the front of the
building, one on the west Sde) contain six-pane wood doors with two glazed upper pands. The secondary doors onthe
dde and back devations (Ileading into the bathrooms and basament stairway) are constmcted of vertical wood boards. The
window openings have no decorative edgetrestment, with the exception offiel dstonesills on the Sde and back windows.
All windows are &t a the very top of thewalls, directly under the continuouswood fascia band.

The exterior walls feature remnants of origina or early light fixturesin the form of decorative metd collars, mounted next
to the doorways on the Sde and back devations. The lamps themsaves are missing, however.

Thefloor plan of the field house cond s of three main areas. A single, large room extends across the front of the
building, acoessad by one doorway eech on the facade and west devation. This goaceisfinishedwith avinyl tilefloor on
a concrete dab, plager surfaces on the ceiling and on the three exterior walls, and, on the interior partition wall a the back
of the room, full-height wood panding and amassvefiel dstonefirepl aceand chimney that are centered in the room.

Two narrow bathrooms a the back of the building are accessed only from the outside, with one doorway on the west
eevation and one a the back. A full basement under these back rooms is accessed by a doorway on the eet elevation.

(continued)
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Overall, the WPA Field House has experienced few significant exterior dterations. The dateroof hes recently been
repaired, consolidating existing dates on the front dope and adding matching datetiles on the beck dope. The original
saah of the circular windows in the gable ends has deteriorated and isbeing replaced in kind.

Archaeol ogical Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known onthe WPA Field House property, it ispossble that dtes are presant.
Two ancient dtesare knownin the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of the property represent
locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Native dtes The
field house is located on awell-drained, level to moderately doping terrace within 1,000 feet of Bound Brook. The entire
town of Scdituate lieswithin the North and South River watershed. Bound Brook drains to Hunters Pond, and ultimately
Cohast Harbor and Massachusetts Bay. While grading and construction of landscgpe features assodiated with 20*
century recregtiona use of the areahave adversdly effected potentia ancient resources located on much of the property,
undisturbed soils may exist in the westem part of the parce bordering Bound Brook - the mogt sengtive areaof the
property. Given the above information, the dze of the property (five acres), and known ste didtributions in the areg, a
high potentia exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the property.

A high potential aso exigts for locating historic archaeological resources on the property athough most of those resources
may have limited research value. Structural and stratigraphic evidence may survive from landscgpe festures associated
with recregtional use of the areabeginning in the late 1930s Severd of these resources, including the field houss, done
walls, tennis courts, basketball courts, shuffleboards, and playground equipment, have been documented; however, other
recregtiona resourcesincluding volleyball courts, paths, seats sands, shdters, horseshoe pits, and some utilitieshave
bean identified from plans but not physically verified. Additional documentary ressarch combined with archaeologica
survey and testing may contribute evidence of these resources and their locations.

While Saituate was incorporated in 1636 and the Gannett's Comer areafirst settled in the mid 17* century, no evidence of
historic land use on the property hes been identified prior to recrestional constmction in the areaiin 1938-1939.

(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statement nf Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

_xXC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave. .

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, otiject, or structure. -
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographir.al Refarennes

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Entertainment/Recreation

Social History

Period of Significance
19/R-19.S9

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
M. Joseph Milano

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
X- Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:

Scituate Historical Society, Scituate Town Hall
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I ntroduction

The WPA Fidd Housein Sdtuate isaunique and remarkably well-preserved example of its building typeand
architecturd gylein thetown of Scituate. Itissgnificant a the local level for itsassodationswith the suburban
devdopment of Scituate in the early 20* century, and with the influence of the Works Progress Adminigtration during the
Great Depresson. Digtinguished by itsuse of bold, smpleforms and naturd materids, the building isdso anotable
example of the Craftaman style of architecture and arare example of historic recregtiona architecture in Saituate. The
field house possessesintegrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 1t meats
criteriaA and C of the National Regigter of Historic Haoes ontheloca level.

Higtorical Significance

Incorporated in 1636, Scituate's economy was basad on shipbuilding and fishing well into the 19* century. By the late
19* century, however, the town'srelatively shdlow North River was ungble to accommodete condruction of the larger
ships that cameinto demand. In the same period, the mackerd fishing in which the town specidized d <o declined
sharply. Although shoe and boot manufacturing filled some of the economic gap, production of these items pegked in
1865. 1n 1871, however, the arriva of the Cohassst and Duxbury Railroad brought forth intense summer resort activity
and eventudly a year-round population bese of commuter residents.

The areaiin North Sctuate in which this property islocated, known as Gannett's Comer, was first settled in the mid 17+
century. A dense duder of houses gopeared here by the early 19* centuiy, with reddents attracted by anearby iron
foundry, sawmill, and gristmill. The areagrew dramaticaly with the coming of therailroad in 1871, and by the eaxly 20*
century, it was well devdoped with houses shops apog office, and railroad station. Therailroad sop, located & the
outheest comer of Gannett Road and Country Way, drew summe resdents and visitorsto North Scituate, aswell as loca
families who built houses and busnesses to take advantage of the aredls growing popularity. Seavem's Country Store, for
example, was built for agrocery in thelate 19* century and occupies the northwest comer of the intersection of Coimtry
Way and Henry Tumer Bailey Roed.

Henry Tumer Bailey Road was established between 1931 and 1935 asa spur road coimecting Gannett's Comer with the
new Route 3A— amodem automobile highway that still sarves asaprimary north/south route on Boston's South Shore
Aroimd the same timethat Henry Tumer Bailey Road wias laid out, the town of Scituate erected on this property the extant
pump gation, asmdl brick dmcture in a simplified Classcd Reviva style, which sarviced an underground water line
under the new roadway. The pump gation ishistorically, functionaly, and stylistically unrdated, however, to the park
that was congmcted to the eedt of it.

Scituate's growing summer and year-round populations coincided in the early 20* century with three new cultura trends:
incressed leisure time, interest in hedth and fitness, and increasad concem for the welfare of children. Between the world
wars, when the local population increesed by more than 50%, the town built two new recregtiond arees—one & Sand
Hills, where an areaof summer cottages opened in 1910, and onein North Scatuate, which contains the WPA Field House

The North Scituete recreationa areawas developed with major assdance from the federal Works Progress
Adminigtration. The Park Commissoners report for 1937 (p. 315) dates " At North Satuate, we mede apark, which we

(continued)
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called Bound Brook Park. Due to the town widening of Henry Tumer Bailey Road, the park was dightly dameaged, but
next oring we intend to greetly improveit."

Indeed, the park wes intensively developed in 1938 and 1939, filling aneed for active recregtiona uses and aso providing
muchrneaded employment during the Great Depression.  In March of 1938, town meeting voted to transfer the property
onwhich the field house gands to the Park Department " for the purposeof erecting and maintaining thereon four tennis
courts and other recreetiond facilitieq],] and raise and gppropriate the sum of $4,000... to defray expanses for same”!
(Annua Report for 1938, p. 71). In the same year, the Planning Board voted "to go on record asfavoring Sudy of
additional supervised playground facilities for the children of Scituate' (ibid, p. 177). Land & the Sand Hills areg, tothe
eed, was purchasaed by the town two yearslater for apublic bathing beach, playground, and recreetion center.

The North Scituete recreationd facility was an important economic investment for Scituate, which leveraged amuch
larger contribution of $23,500 from WPA funds. Asnoted by the town's WPA agent in hisreport for 1938,

Scituate has been particularly fortunate during the year in having gpproved WPA Projects covering awider range of
labor employed than heretofore. One project,-- the North Scituate Recregtiona Centre, on Henry Tumer Bailey Road,
employed alarger number of classified workmen than any other previoudy operated WPA project in Saituate, and this
work is expected to continuewell into the forthcoming year, (ibid, p. 169)

Thefederd WPA project files for 1938 note the effort to "develop arecregtiond areaiin the Town of Scituate, Plymouth
Coimty, including congmcting tennis and volleyball courts, paths, Seps seats dands shdters, horse shoe pits, shuffle
boards parking areg, walls, and field house erecting fence; ingtalling drains, laying pipes; cutting fill; grading; and
performing incidental and gppurtenant work. Town-owned property.”

The Sdectmen's Report for 1938 obsarved that "the new Recreationa Park a North Scituete being built under aW.P.A.
Project, dthough incompleted [sic] a thiswriting[,] dready shows promise of itsfulfillment as anided playgroimd and
recregtiond center for that section of the Town™ (ibid, p. 13). The 1939 Tovm Report confirms that work on this new
recregtiond facility—"including the "Field House Tennis Courts and other facilities for games—oegen in August 1938
and was completed in December 1939 (contrary to the plaque on the field house, which dates "Built by Works Progress
Administration 1937-1938") (1939 Town Report, p. 58). The 1939 Town Meeting entertained an unsuccessful motion to
rename the park as the Henry Tumer Bailey Playground, in honor of one of North Scituates most prominent resdents
during the late 19* and early 20* centuries.

Theorigina dte plansfor the North Sdituate recreationd area accommodated avariety of activities. Parking goeces for 20
to 30 cars wwere st dong Henry Tumer Bailey Road. To the south was agroup of tennis courts, dmost completely
encircled by a gonewall. Two basketball/volleybal courts and two shuffleboard couts are shown in the goece behind the
tennis courts and to the west of the field house Grave paths lined the back (south) and west Sde of the tennis courts
Another path ran between Henry Tumer Balley Road and the entrancerto the field house, passing the tennis courts on the
wes and ahorseshoe pit, set and shdter, and water fountain on the eest.

(continued)
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Thetennis and basketba | courts were congmcted but have been removed, and asmall, child-powered, merry-go-roimd
recently sood to the eedt of the origind path from the road to the Field House 1t isnot known if the grave paths aroimd
the tennis courts, or the horseshoe pit, ssat and shdlter, or water foimtain were actudly built. Of the landscgpe features
shown on the 1938 plan, only three sone walls (or portionsthereof), two smal sts of fiedstone Sgps on the south Sde of
the retaining wall between the lawn and the tennis courts, and the fieldstone seps up to the field house entrance survive.

A commuiter rail parking lot has recently replaced the tennis courts.

Theorigina plans and specifications for the WPA Field House indicate that the besament was usaed for Sorageand a
workroom, with tools and aworkbench labeled there on the architectura drawings. The main room on the ground floor is
labded "Storage and Club Room." Tennis matches were reportedly viewed from lawn chairs on the gpadious porch, ad
tennis lessons were held & the courts eech summer. The basketbdl courts, shuffleboards, and playgroimd equipment were
used until severd years ago, but the building was used as afield house only until about 1960. It subsequently hosted
community band rehearsdls, recregtion department programs for children, and meetings of various community groups,

auch asthe PTA, Boy Scouts and local art association.

The architect for the WPA Field House was M. Josgph Milano, who resded in the Rodindde section of Bostonwith his
mother and five adult gblings. Milano islisted in the Bogton directoriesfrom 1930 through 1945, dthough heis
destribed as an architect for only part of that time (1938 and 1940). Prior to that, his occupation islisted as clerk (1930)
and draftaman (1935); by 1945 he was amember of the United States Army. No sgparate budness addressisgiven for
Milano in any of the directories, he may have been sdf-employed and/or unemployed through much of the Depression.

The Works Progress Administration was cregted in 1935 by executive order of Presdent Franklin Roosevdt (from July
1939 onward, it was known as the Works Projects Administration). In adetailed 1943 sudy of The WPA and Federd
Rdief Policy, the WPA isdecribed as

... the adminidrative agency regponsble for providing employment on socidly useful projectsfor as many nesdy
unemployed workers mesting prescribed eligibility requirements as can be given jobswith funds gppropriated by
Congress for this purposefrom year toyear. Assuch it hes been one of the mogt highly praised and bitterly
denounced agendes in the country. (Howard, p. 105)

In apublic poll conducted in 1939, the WPA was concurrently named both "the greatest accomplishment” and the "worst
thing" done by the Roosevdt adminigtration (ibid, p. 105). It became one of the mog famous of Roosevedt's New Ded
programs because of itswidespread and imprecedented impact on American society.

The extent of unemployment during the Great Depression called forth anumber of relief programs that dtered historic
American ideds of individud self-sufficiency and independence. Major publicrelief programs of this period included
Socia Security benefits to the old, dependent children, and the blind; farm security grants, the Works Progress
Adminigtration; and ashort period from 1933-1936 of Federd welfare asasance to nestly |nd|V|dualsand families outsde
of the first three categories

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet WPAFleld House and Pump gation
1 Sdtuate (Plymouth), MA
Section number 8 Page 4

The WPA program was the most broad-basad of these four programs, providing assstance to people in al aress of the
country and of all socid and economic dasses for projects addressing public hedth, infrastmcture, building constmction,
job training, education, and artsand culture. During itslifetime, the WPA was estimated to have provided jobs to more
than 8,000,000 different individuals—one-fifth of all the workersin the country a the time—"with indirect benefits
extending to 25 to 30 million individuas (including spouses and children), or about one of every four or five persons then
living in the U.S (Howard, p. 33). Morethan $11 billion was spent, and more than aquarter of amillion projects were
undertaken in the WPA'sfirst 9x years (Howard, p. 125, 129).

WPA projects were imdertaken in conjimction with sate and local agendes (or other public agendes), known as soponsors,
which had sgnificant roles in administering the projects and were reponsible for gpproximately one-fourth of project
oods (Howard, p.30). WPA congtmction projects included the beautification of cameteries and roadways, constmction
and improvement of highways, sreats, bridges, viaducts, and airport runways, constmection of and repairs to water and
awve sarvice and the consgmction or renabilitation of libraries, schools, auditoriums, recreationd facilities, sadiums, ad
other public buildings. N

Of the $11.4 billion goent on WPA projects through June 1941, more than $4 billion was for highway and road projects
and morethan $1 billion on public buildings (Howard, p. 129). Asof February 1940, constmction and enginesring
projects accounted for more than three-quarters of all employment provided through the WPA, and public buildings
provided employment for 7% of the workers employed (Howard, p. 129). Statistics showed that "public buildings
congmcted or recongmcted [through the WPA] included more than 110,000 public libraries, schools auditoriums, or
other public buildings. If only the new buildings congmcted were distributed evenly among the 3,000 counties in the
United States, each could have had about ten”(Howard, p. 128). Morethan 15,000 parksand recregtiond aress and
facilities were bviilt or improved. The godsof the WPA wereto employ workersin areasin which they were skilled—
white collar to blue colla—and to give work only to people competent to perform their particular assgnment

The New Ded encompessed other building-related programs as well, but these had more focused gods and their influence
was morelimited in scdle The Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), for example, was esteblished in 1933 a5

part of the National Park Service, contemporaneous with the initial restoration of Williamsburg and the esteblishment of
thefirst historic digrictsin the United States HABS's mission was to presarve the padt through the documentation of
endangered, culturally significant properties, while also providing unemployment relief to the architects and draftsman
who were hired to sudy, meeaure, draw, and photograph historic buildings.

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), ds0 etablished in 1933, was oriented primarily toward land consarvaion and
the employment specifically of young men. The enabling legidation for the CCC called for employing 3(X),000 young
men between the ages of 18 and 25 (later extended to ages 17 to 28) in camps administered by the army; goproximeately 2
million men eventudly took part in the program. CCC programs included planting trees to reduce soil erosion, megpping
the locations of different gpoedes of timber, fighting forest fires, eiminating dream pollution, and cresating fish, bird, and
gamesancduaries Aspart of their work in maintaining forests and parks, the CCC d<o built damctures such as
observation towers, lodges, and camp cabinsin arudtic Sylethat was smilar to, but generdly ampler than, WPA
buildings.

(continued)
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The WPA was dishanded in 1943, as wartime production expanded private employment and increased prosperity enough
to make the Works Projects Administration unnecessary. The agency'simpact continued much longer, however. The
extendon of federa regponghility to the improvement of generd welfareindicated anew kind of socid consdousness in
the United States Moreover, memaries of the economic downturn following World War | led the government to beginto
plan, even as the WPA was ending, for the socid and economic consaguences of post-World War |1, peecetime
imemployment.

In this context, Massachusetts had avery high shareof employees, and many tangible projects to show for it.
Approximatey 150 WPA properties are included in Massachuseits Inventory ofHistoric Assts five of theseare
identified s field houses A amall number of walls, fields, and other park smctures built by the WPA ae dsoligted in
the gatewide Inventory. Other WPA-funded projects in Saituate included insect control, indexing and new sysems of
town records, ingtdlation of water mains, roadway improvement and constmction, congtmction of firetrails, conservation
of dhede trees, and distribution of surplus food and clothing.

Thefield houseisthe only known building in Sdtuate that was congmcted through the WPA, and represents the town's
mog conspicuous reminder of thisprogram. The only other known examples of recregtiond buildingsin Sctuate include
ahandful of utilitarian buildings used by beach associaionsfor their megtings, and anondescript, wood-frame building a
the Sand Hills Recreation Center that was congmcted in the mid 20* century.

Typicd Craftaman-style features employed within the WPA Field Houseindude smple volumes and massing, a
prominent roof with integra porch, the use of cobblestone and other indigenous building materids, restrained detailing,
and an open floor plan. The desgn exemplifies the smplicity and honest use of materids that were hdlmarks of the Arts
and Crafts movement, and the design is espedidly fitting in arecregtiond facility with progressve idedls for improving
both individuals and society.

Vacat snce 1981, the WPA Field House is undergoing retoration and reuse as avigitors and community center by the
privately organized Scituate Visitors Center, Inc. The Town of Sdituate continues to own both the building and the
surrounding land that comprise this property, including the commuter rail parking lot.

Archaeological Significance

While andent Native American Stes have been identified within the coagtd zone of Scituate, pattemsof Native
occupation in the town as awhole remain poorly documented. In coedtd aress few Stes have been sysematicaly studied,
leaving researchers with mostly locationa information for subsgenceand settlement dudies. Only sudies of artifact
collections have gone beyond these limitations to produce regiond, local, and intraste sudies that indicate the temporal
and functional range of dtesin the area Given the aboveinformation, any ancient resources that survive on the WPA
Field House property could be significant. Native American resources on the nominated property can be significant by
providing sysematicdly sudied examples of local ancient resources Thisinformation can be used to hdp interpret
extendve surface collections assambled over the pagt 75 yearsor more from ancient dtesin lhearea Thesedudiescan
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NPS Form 10-900 ' OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department Of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shet WPA Fidd Houseand Pump Station
Sdituate (Plymouth), MA
Section number _8 Page 6

help us better undergand thefiill rangeof Site types and functions presant in the coedd zone areg, and their rdationship
to more interior aress of the town and region. Information might aso be present on prehistoric Stes that help better
understand the importance of the areato early Colonia inhabitants and the reesons why they settled in this locale.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the full range of
recregtiona and support activities conducted and their intemal configuration within the North Scituate recregtiond area
located on theWPA Field House property. Additional historica resserch, combined with archaeologica aurvey ad
testing, may verify if and where desgned recrestiond activities were congmcted and their rolein the early 20*-century
suburban devdopment of Scituate. Historical and archaeologica resources may o contribute important information
reated to the influence of the WPA in the design and congmction of buildings and smctures within thefacility.
Stratigraphic evidence may help locate landscape features and determine the extent of grading and/or filling prior to
congimction of the WPA Field House and recrestiond area

(end)
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WPA Field House and Pump Station Plymouth. MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property five acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 352480 4675360
Zone Basting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv

nameftite  Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg. NR Director, MIHC

organization IVlassachusetts Historical Commission .date  April 2009
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone 617-727-8470
city or tovm Boston state MA .Zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Propertv Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Scituate, MA / Town of Scituate Water Division
street & number  Town Hall, 600 Chief Justice Cashing Way .telephone  781-545-8740

city or town. Scituate state MA .zipcode 02066

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is tieing collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nhominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
IVlanagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

Town of Satuate Assessors Map 12 (endosad), lots 18A and 18B. Thetatal ot areaisfiveacres
Boundary Jugtification

The nominated property includes the entire parce owned by the town of Scituate and historically associated with the
WPA Field House Although the northem portion of the Ste is now occupied by acommuter rail parking lot, the layout of
the parking lot coincides with the Ste of earlier tennis courts. While the usse of this portion of the Ste hes changed, this
part of the property has dways been characterized by apaved ground surface.

(end)

Digital Photographs

The images below are represented in 5x 7 black and white prints. Photograph teken in Sgptember 2008 by Wendy
Frontiero, 32 Abbott Street, Beverly, Mass.

Fidld House, N and E facades, looking SE

Field House, parking lot, looking NW

Field House, N and E facades, looking S

Fidd House, SfaBade detail, looking N

Fidd House, detailfi-ontporch, looking NW

Field House, detail gonepillar, playground, looking N
Fiedld House, reer (W) devation, looking NE
Fddgone retaining wall

Pump House, parking lot entrance, looking W
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WPA FIELD HOUSE and PUMP STATION

7-19 Henry Turner Bailey Road,

Sctuate (Plymouth County), Mass.

Data Shest

Resource
WPA Fidd House

WPA Fidd House

plague

Pump Station

Retaining wall (south
boundary of property)
Retaining wall

(eest/west through center
of property)

Retaining wall
(north/south between
field houseand pump
dation Stes)

Segpsa front of field
house

Sgpsadjacent to
eedt/wed retaining wall
(#1)

Sgpsadjacent to
eadt/west retaining wall
(#2)

Total number of resources

Date
1938-39

ca 1938

ca 1936

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

Materials

Granite field stone;
concrete foundation;
daeroof shingles
Bronze

Brick; dateroof

Fied gone

Fdd gone

Fied gone

Cobble gone

Cobble gone

Cobble gone

Type of Resource
Building

Object
Structure
Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Satus

oo

C

9 contributing;
0 non-contributing
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The Commonwedth of M assachusts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Co

Massachusetts Historical Commis! ;i 2280
April 14, 2009
P AR 17 AW
Mr. J. Paul Loether
National Regider of Historic Places NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Department of the Interior NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Nationd Pak Service
1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether: '
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

WPA Field House & Pump Station, 7 Henry Tumer Bailey Road, Scituate (Plymouth), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regider Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Wady Frontiero, consultant

Satugte Weter Depatmant

Richard Murray, Satuste Board of Sdedmen
Douglas Smith, Satuate Higoricd Commision
Dondd Wter, Satugte Hanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 » Fax:(617)727-5128
www.state.ma. us/'sec/mhc



Patrick Andrus/WASO/NPS To "Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC" <Betsy.Friedberg@state.ma.us>
06/03/2009 05:54 AM cc

bcc
Subject RE: WPA Field House and Pump Station

Betsy: that would be fine. Since the 15 day comment Federal Register notice listed it as the "WPA Field
House and Pump Station," we will have to list it in our weekly notice under the same name. Once | get
your letter and new pages we will treat it as a name change and additional information to show the pump
house as non-contributing.

Thanks, '
Patrick

Patrick W. Andrus

Historian

National Register of Historic Places

Patrick_Andrus@nps.gov
"Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC" <Betsy.Friedberg@state.ma.us> ,

"Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC"

<B>etsy.Friedberg@state.ma. To <Patrick Andrus@nps.gov>
us

cc
06/02/2009 04:57 PM

Subject RE: WPA Field House and Pump Station

Hi  Patrick,
Ve would like t ochange t hestatus of t he punp station from contributing
to noncontributing. Ve could easily revise our nomnation t o reflect

that change andt ochange t hename of t heproperty tosimply t he VIPA
Fiel d House. (W' d be changing t hecontinuation sheet page headi ngs and
the data sheet as well as thecover form) Can | send youa letter
asking that t hename be changed and enclosing t herevised pages?

Bet sy

Original Message
From Patrick_Andrus@ps.gov [mailto:Patrick_Andrus@ps.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2009 7:27 AM
To: Friedberg, Betsy (SEQ .
Subject: VIPA Field House and Punp Station

Hi Betsy: | listed theWPA Field House and Punp Station i nScituate i n
the NR but | ampuzzled by t heinclusion of thepunp station as a
contributing structure. The punp station i soutside of t hedefined
period

of significance (predates) andt henomi nation notes that it "is
historically, functionally, andstylistically unrelated t othepark that
was constructed t ot heeast of it." Yet thedata sheet lists it as a

contributing feature andi t i seven included i nt henane of the
nom nation.

| seeno justification for considering thepunp station as contributing.



Am | missing something? | fnot, then | propose preparing a SLRto

change itsstatus to non-contributing.
Pl ease | et me know what you think. "

Patri ck ' ' o

Patrick W Andrus
Historian

National Register of Historic Places
Patrick_Andrus@ps. gov
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to CuiiipliSfiy Uie National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering
the Information requested. If any Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the Instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Fonn 10-900a). Use atypewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1- Name nf Prnperty
historic name. WPA Field House

other names/site number.

2- Lnratinn

Street & number. 7-19 Henry Turner Bailey Road not for publication
city or town. Scituate vicinity
State  Massachusetts .code_MA county  Plymouth ,code_Q2i. .zip code (02066

Stafp/FPrieral Agenr.y Cgrfifir.atinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this [*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

N meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide EZ'locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

-A-Uvth Suv-vA-AyA (flio/lol

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property = meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
, hereby certify that this property is: ignature~f the Keeper Date of Action
< entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Roister
« removefKrom the
Natjiinal Register
other (explain);



WPA Field House
Name of Property

5. Classifinatinn

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

_ private X building(s)

X public-local _ district

_ public-State _site

_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

HIA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Recreation and Culture: sports facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Craftsman
Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing

i

A. J.

.building
sites

, structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)
foundation  concrete and granite fieldstone

walls brick, granite fieldstone

roof alal®

other  wood trim

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The WPA Field House, condructed in 1938-1939, is located in the northem part of Scituate, acoagd town equidigtant
batween Bogton and Plymouth, MA (approximately 30 milesto the north and south, respectively). Theimmediate
neighborhood of Gannett's Comer is centered on the intersection of Country Way (a major north-south thoroughfare) with
Henry Tumer Bailey Road (extending to the west) and Gannett Roed (to the east). A railroad line that wes established in
1871 cros=s diagonally through this intersection. An early 20* -century railway station still sands on the southeedt Sde
of this intersection, on County Way, and a new commuter rail station (serving the recently re-opened Greenbush line) is
located on the northwest quadrant of theintersection.

Identified as potentially eligible for the National Regigter, the Gannett's Comer areacontains avariety of free-standing
buildings congtructed from the 17* through the 20* centuries. They are primarily 19*-century residential dmctures
rangingfrom 1 to  dories inheight, with severd smdl-scale commercid and civic buildings dugered a the
crossoads The WPA Field House gtands to the southwest of the Gannett's Comer intersection, gpproximately 150 feet
from Henry Tumer Bailey Road.

Site Festures

The property rises gently up to the south from Henry Tumer Bailey Road. 1t isbordered onthe west by Bound Brook, and
on the south and eest by private properties. The field house faces north and is st on alow bermed platform at the
southesst comer of the Site, a an angle to theroad. A st of T i\ &fiddstonestepsis built into the berm and leeds to the
main door of the field house.

To the west of the field houseisalong grassy goace that was formerly used as aplay areawith basketbdl and

shuffleboard courts. A meta swing set and the concrete padsfor two shuffleboard courts are now located here. A
fieldstone retaining wall linesthe back (southem) boundary of the property. Framing much of the north dde of thislawn
is anotherfiel dstoneretaining wall mnning esst-west in the middle of the Site; adjacent to its south Sde are two small s=ts
of fieldstone steps that accommodate the lawn's dight dope downward from eedt to west.

Four tennis courts originally dretched aong the front of the property, between Henry Tumer Bailey Road and the
retaining wall onthe interior of the ste; they have recently been replaced by a 124-car parking lot for the new commuter
rail line. Thisasphdt-paved areaisedged with granite curbing and features alandscgped median nmning east-west
through the center.

In the northwest comer of the parcel, outsde of the areaithat was desgned and landscgped as arecrestiond facility, Sands
asmall, one-gory brick pump station, st back about 20 feet from Henry Tumer Bailey Road. Approximately 12x16
feet in plan, thissmplerectangular structure rises from apoured concrete foundation to a cross-gebled dateroof The
doorway on its north feBede isflankedby narrow wood pilasters and surmounted by a semicircular fanlight. A single, 9/6,
double-hung window is centered on each of the south (back) and eest arossgables. A third section offiel dstonewall
sparaes the pump station from the present parking lot, mnning southward from Henry Tumer Bailey Road for
approximately 30 feet.

(continued)
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Architectural Design of the Field House

The WPA Fidd House isareatively small rectangular building, 38x41 feetin plan and IV2 Sories high, with adate-
covered, Sde-gable roof The front dope of its broad roof covers arecessed, ten-foot degp porch that goans the entire
facade. The exterior walls and porch pillars onthefirst floor are congtructed of granitefieldstone,while the gable ends
are shethed with vertical shiplap wood siding and simple wood trim. A continuous fasciaband composed of flat, wood
trim boards ringsall four eevations, forming the roof eave a the facade and back eevation and the horizonta comice of
the gableends

The field housgs symmetricd, three-bay north faBede contains a center doorwayflankedby one large window opening on
each dde. Four 18'-square pillars support the overhanging roof a the front porch, whilefiel dstonepavers form the porch
floor. A largefiel dstonechimney rises from the center of the back dope of the roof.

The dde and reer devations of the field houseare asymmetrical. Thewest eevation features two doors towards the back
of the building, and awindow opening into the main room at the front of the building. The back (south) dlevation hes a
doorway in the centra section,flankedby two window openings to the left and one to the right; besament window wells
are == below the outer windows. The eest devation contains adoorway towards the back and awindow into the front
room.

Ground floor windows in the main room of the field house contain sted sash with no trim; these are configured as a pair
of casament windows bordered on three Sdesby arow of fixed panesof glass Each of the gable endsfegtures acircular
wood window that originaly contained awagon-whed arangement of panes All the window openings are presently
covered with plywood on the exterior.

The building's doorways feature very dlightly archedfiel dstonelintels; the Sde and back entrancesal have a concrete
threshold sep andfieldstonelanding. Thetwo entrancesto the main interior goece (one located on the front of the
building, one on the west Sde) contain six-pane wood doors with two glazed upper panels The secondary doors onthe
dde and back devations (leading into the bathrooms and besament Sairway) are constmcted of vertical wood boards The
window openings have no decorative edgetrestment, with the exception offiel dstonesills on the sde and back windows.
All windows are =t &t the very top of the walls, directly under the continuous wood fascia band.

The exterior walls feature remnants of original or early lightfixturesin the form of decorative metal collars, mounted next
to the doorways on the sde and back elevations. The lamps themsdves are missing, however.

Thefloor plan of the field house congds of three main arees A single, large room extends across the front of the
building, acoessad by one doorway each on the facade and west elevation. This goaceis finished with avinyl tile floor on
aconcrete dab, plagter surfaces on the ceiling and on the three exterior walls, and, onthe interior partition wall a the back
of the room, full-height wood panding and amassvefiel dstonefireplace and chimney that are centered in the room.

Two narrow bathrooms at the back of the building are acoessad only from the outside, with one doorway on the west
elevation and one a the back. A full basement under these back rooms is accessad by a doorway on the eest eevation.

(continued) v,

4 ..



NFS Fomi 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet WPA Fidd House
Scituate (Plymouth), MA
Section number 7 Page 3

Overdl, the WPA Field House has experienced few significant exterior aterations. The dateroof has recently been
repaired, consolidating existing dates on the front dope and adding matching datetiles on the back dope. The origina
szah of the circular windows in the gable ends has deteriorated and isbeing replaced in kind.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known on the WPA Field House property, itispossble that dtesare present.
Two ancient Stesare known in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental characterigtics of the property represent
locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Native Stes The
field houseislocated on awell-drained, level to moderatdy doping terrace within 1,000 feet of Bound Brook. The entire
town of Scituate lieswithin the North and South River watershed. Bound Brook drains to Hunters Pond, and ultimately
Cohast Harbor and Massachusetts Bay. While grading and congmction of landscape features associated with 20*
century recregtiona use of the areahave adversdly effected potential ancient resources located on much of the property,
undisturbed soils may exist in the westem part of the parcdl bordering Bound Brook - the most sendtive areaof the
property. Given the above information, the Sze of the property (five acres), and known ste distributionsin the areg, a
high potential exists for locating ancient Native American resources on the property.

A high potential &lso exigts for locating historic archaeological resources on the property dthough most of those resources
may have limited ressarch value. Structural and Sratigraphic evidence may survive from landscape features assodiated
with recrestiond use of the areabeginning in the late 1930s. Severd of these resources, including the field house, sone
walls, tennis courts, basketba | courts, shuffleboards, and playground equipment, have been documented; however, other
recregtiona resourcesincluding volleyball courts, paths, sedts dands, shdters, horseshoe pits, and some utilities have
bean identified from plans but not physically verified. Additional documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica
aurvey and testing may contribute evidence of these resources and their locations.

While Scituate waas incorporated in 1636 and the Gannett's Comer areafirst settled in the mid 17* century, no evidence of
historic land use on the property has been identified prior to recreationd constmction in the areain 1938-1939.

(end)
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A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphiral References
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County and State
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Entertainment/Recreation

Social History

Period of Significance
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Architect/Builder
M Joseph Milano
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#
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JL State Historic Preservation Office
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X Other
Name of repository:

Scituate Historical Society, Scituate Town Hall
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Scituate (Plymouth), MA

I ntroduction

The WPA Field House in Scituate is aunique and remarkably well-preserved example of its building type and
architecturd gylein thetown of Scituate. Itissignificant & the loca levd for itsassodiaionswith the suburban
development of Scituate in the early 20* century, and with the influence of the Works Progress Adminigtration during the
Great Depresson. Digtinguished by itsuse of bold, smpleformsand natural materiads, the building is dso anotable
example of the Craftsman syle of architecture and arare example of historic recreationa architecture in Scituate. The
field house possessssintegrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association. It mests
criteriaA and C of the National Regiger of Historic Haceson the local leve.

Historical Significance

Incorporated in 1636, Scituate's economy was based on shipbuilding and fishingwell into the 19* century. By the late
19* century, however, the town's rdatively shadlow North River was unable to accommodate congtruction of the larger
shipsthat cameinto demand. In the same period, the mackerd fishing in which the town specidized dso declined
sharply. Although shoe and boot manufacturing filled someof the economic gap, production of theseitems pesked in
1865. In 1871, however, the arrival of the Cohasset and Duxbury Railroad brought forth intense summer resort activity
and eventually ayear-round population beseof commuter resdents.

The areain North Scituate in which this property islocated, known as Gannett's Comer, was first settled in the mid 17*
century. A denseclugter of houses gopeared here by the early 19* century, with residents attracted by anearby iron
foundry, sawmill, and gristmill. The areagrew dramatically with the coming of the railroad in 1871, and by the early 20*
century, it was well developed with houses, shops, apod office, and railroad gtation. The railroad stop, located & the
outheest comer of Gannett Road and Country Way, drew summer resdents and visitorsto North Scituate, aswell as local
familieswho buih houses and bugnessesto take advantage of the areals growing popularity. Seawvem's Country Store, for
example, was built for agrocery in the late 19* century and occupies the northwest comer of the intersection of Country
Way and Henry Tumer Bailey Road.

Henry Tumer Bailey Road was established batween 1931 and 1935 as a spur road connecting Gannett's Comer with the
new Route 3A— amodem automobile highway that still serves as a primary north/south route on Boston's South Shore,
Around the same timethat Henry Tumer Bailey Road was laid out, the town of Scituate erected on this property the extant
pump station, aamdl brick smcture inasimplified Classicd Revivad style, which serviced an underground water line
under the new roadway. The pump station ishistorically, functionally, and stylistically unrelated, however, to the park
that was congtructed to the eedt of it.

Scituate's growing summer and year-round populations coincided in the early 20* century with three new cultural trends:
increased leisuretime, interest in hedth and fitness, and increasad concem for the welfare of children. Between the world
wars, whenthe local population incressed by more than 50%, the town built two new recregtional aress—one & Sad
Hills, where an areaof summer cottages opened in 1910, and one in North Scituate, which contains the WPA Field House.

TheNorth Scituate recregtiona areawas devdoped with major assdancefrom the federal Works Progress
Administration. The Park Commissioners report for 1937 (p. 315) dates” At North Scituate, we made a park, which we

(continued)
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called Bound Brook Park. Dueto the town widening of Henry Tumer Bailey Road, the park was dightly damaged, but
next spring we intend to greetly improve it."

Indeed, the park was intensively developed in 1938 and 1939, filling anesd for active recreational uses and a<o providing
much-neaeded employment during the Great Depression. In March of 1938, town meeting voted to transfer the property
on which the field house sandsto the Park Department "for the purpose of erecting and maintaining thereon four tennis
courts and other recreetiond facilities],] and raise and gppropriate the sum of $4,000... to defray expenses for same"
(Annua Report for 1938, p. 71). In the same year, the Planning Board voted "to go on record as favoring sudy of
additional supervised playground facilitiesfor the children of Scituate’ (ibid, p. 177). Land a the Sand Hills areg, tothe
eedt, was purchasad by the town two years later for apublic bathing beach, playground, and recreetion center.

TheNorth Scituate recreationd facility was an important economic investment for Scituate, which leveraged a much
larger contribution of $23,500 from WPA funds. Asnoted by the town's WPA agent in his report for 1938,

Scituate has been particularly fortunate during the year in having gpproved WPA Projects covering awider range of
labor employed than heretofore. One project,-- the North Scituate Recreationd Centre, on Henry Tumer Bailey Road,
employed alarger number of classified workmen than any other previoudy operated WPA project in Scituate, and this
work isexpected to continue well into the forthcoming year, (ibid, p. 169)

The federal WPA project filesfor 1938 note the effort to "develop arecreationa areain the Town of Scituate, Plymouth
County, including constmcting tennis and volleyball courts, paths, Seps seats, dands, shdters, horse shoepits, shuffle
boards, parking areg, walls, and field house, erecting fence; instaling drains; laying pipes; cutting fill; grading; and
performing incidental and gppurtenant work. Town-owned property.”

The Sdectmen's Report for 1938 obsarved that "the new Recreationd Park & North Scituate being built under aW.P.A.
Project, dthough incompleted [sic] a thiswriting[,] dready shows promise of itsfiilfillment as an ided playground and
recreationa center for that section of the Town" (ibid, p. 13). The 1939 Town Report confirms that work on this new
recregtiona facility—including the "Field House, Tennis Courts and other facilitiesfor games—egan in August 1938
and was completed in December 1939 (contrary to the plague on the field house, which gates" Built by Works Progress
Administration 1937-1938") (1939 Town Report, p. 58). The 1939 Town Meeting entertained an unsuccessful motion to
renamethe park as the Henry Tumer Bailey Playground, in honor of oneof North Scituate's most prominent resdents
during the late 19¢ and early 20* centuries.

Theorigina dte plans for the North Scituate recrestional areaaccommodated avariety of activities. Parking goeces for 20
to 30 carswere s2 dong Henry Tumer Bailey Road. To the south was a group of tennis courts, dmost completey
encircled by agonewall. Two basketball/volleyball courts and two shuffleboard courts are shown in the goece behind the
tennis courts and to the west of the field house. Gravd pathslined the back (south) and west Sde of the tennis courts.
Another path ran between Henry Tumer Bailey Road and the entrance to the field house, passing the tennis courts on the
west and ahorseshoepit, seat and shdter, and water fountain on the eedt.

(continued)
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Thetennis and basketball courts were congtructed but have been removed, and a small, child-powered, merry-go-round

recently stood to the east of the original path from the road to the Field House. It isnot known if the gravel paths around

the tennis courts, or the horseshoe pit, seat and shdlter, or water fountain were actudly built. Of the landscegpe features

shown on the 1938 plan, only three gonewalls (or portions thereof), two small setsoffiel dstoneseps on the south sde of

the retaining wall between the lawn and the tennis courts, and thefiel dstonegigps up to the field house entrance survive.

A commuiter rail parking lot has recently replaced the tennis courts.

Theorigina plans and specificationsfor the WPA Field House indicatethat the basement was used for dorage ad a
workroom, with tools and aworkbench labe ed there on the architectural drawings. The main room on the ground floor is
labeled "Storage and Club Room.” Tennis matches were reportedly viewed from lawn chairs on the spacious porch, and
tennis lessonswere held at the courts eech summer. The basketbdl courts, shuffleboards, and playground equipment were
used until severd years ago, but the building was used as afield house only until about 1960. 1t subsequently hosted
community band rehearsds, recreation department programs for children, and meetings of various community groups,
auch asthe PTA, Boy Scouts, and local art association.

The architect for the WPA Field House was M. Josgph Milano, who resded in the Rodindale section of Boston with his
mother and five adult siblings. Milano islisted in the Boston directories from 1930 through 1945, dthough heis
described as an architect for only part of that time (1938 and 1940). Prior to that, his occupation is listed as clerk (1930)
and draftsman (1935); by 1945 he was amember of the United States Army. No sgparate budness addressis given for
Milano in any of the directories, he may have been sdlf-employed and/or unemployed through much of the Depresson.

The Works Progress Administration was cregted in 1935 by executive order of Presdent Franklin Roosevet (from July
1939 onward, it was known as the Works Projects Administration). In adetailed 1943 study of The WPA and Federal
Relief Policy, the WPA isdescribed es

... the adminigtrative agency responsible for providing employment on socialy useful projectsfor as many needy
unemployed workers meeting prescribed eligibility requirements as can be given jobs with funds gppropriated by
Congress for this purpose from year to year. Assuch it has been one of the most highly praised and bitterly
denounced agendesin the country. (Howard, p. 105)

In apublic poll conducted in 1939, the WPA was concurrently named both "the greastest accomplishment” and the "worst
thing" done by the Roosavdt administration (ibid, p. 105). It became one of the most famousof Roosevelt's New Ded
programs because of its widespread and unprecedented impact on American society.

The extent of unemployment during the Great Depresson caled forth anumber of relief programs that dtered historic
American ideds of individua self-sufficiency and indgpendence. Major public relief programs of this period included
Socid Security benefits to the old, degpendent children, and the blind; farm security grants, the Works Progress
Administration; and ashort period from 1933-1936 of Federd welfare assstance to needy individuals and familiesoutsde
of the first three categories.

(continued)
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The WPA program was the most broad-based of thesefour programs, providing assstanceto people inal aressof the
country and of all socia and economic dasses for projects addressng public health, infrastmcture, building constmction,
job training, education, and arts and culture. During its lifetime, the WPA was estimated to have provided jobs to more
than 8,000,000 different individuals—one-fifth of all the workers in the country a the time—"with indirect benefits
extending to 25 to 30 million individuals (including goouses and children), or about one of every four or five persons then
living in the U.S (Howard, p. 33). More than $11 billion was spent, and more than aquarter of amillion projects were
undertaken in the WPA'sfirst six years (Howard, p. 125, 129).

WPA projects were undertaken in conjunction with sate and local agendes (or other public agencies), known as Soonsors,
which had significant roles in administering the projects and were responsible for approximately one-fourth of project
cogts (Howard, p.30). WPA congtruction projects included the beautification of cameteries and roadways, constmction
and improvement of highways, sreets, bridges, viaducts, and airport mnways, constmction of and repairs to water and
sawve sarvice and the constmction or rehabilitation of libraries, schoals, auditoriums, recreationd facilities, sadiums, and
other public buildings. i

Of the $11.4 billion spent on WPA projects through June 1941, more than $4 billion was for highway and road projects
and more than $1 billion on public buildings (Howard, p. 129). Asof Febmary 1940, construction and engineering
projects accounted for more than three-quarters of all employment provided through the WPA, and public buildings
provided employment for 7% of the workers employed (Howard, p. 129). Statistics showed that "public buildings
congructed or recongtructed [through the WPA] included more than 110,000 public libraries, schools, auditoriums, or
other publicbuildings. If only the new buildings congmcted were distributed evenly among the 3,000 counties in the
United States, each could have had about ten”(Howard, p. 128). Morethan 15,000 parks and recregtiond aress and
facilitieswere built or improved. The gods of the WPA were to employ workers in areasin which they were skilled—
white collar to blue colla—and to give work only to people competent to perform their particular assgnment.

The New Deal encompeassad other building-related programs aswell, but these had more focused gods and their influence
was more limited inscale. The Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), for example, wes established in 1933 as
part of the National Park Service, contemporaneous with the initial restoration of Williamsburg and the establishment of
the first higtoric digtrictsin the United States. HABS's mission was to presarve the padt through the documentation of
endangered, culturally significant properties, while aso providing unemployment relief to the architects and draftsman
who were hired to study, meeaure, draw, and photograph historic buildings.

The Civilian Consarvation Corps (CCC), aso established in 1933, was oriented primarily toward land conservation and
the employment specifically of young men. The enabling legidation for the CCC called for employing 300,000 young
men between the ages of 18 and 25 (later extended to ages 17 to 28) in camps adminigtered by the army; gpproximately 2
million men eventudly took part in the program. CCC programs included planting treesto reduce soil erosion, mapping
the locations of different goeciesof timber, fighting forestfires,eliminating stream pollution, and cregting fish, bird, and
game sanctuaries. Aspart of their work in maintaining forests and parks, the CCC aso built smctures such es
observation towers, lodges, and camp cabins inarugtic Sylethat was smilar to, but generdly smpler than, WPA
buildings.

(continued)
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The WPA was dishanded in 1943, as wartime production expanded private employment and increased prosperity enough
to make the Works Projects Administration unnecessary. The agency'simpact continued much longer, however. The
extendon of federa responsibility to the improvement of generd welfare indicated anew kind of sociad constdousness in
the United States Moreover, memories of the economic downturn following World War | led the govemment to begin to
plan, even as the WPA was ending, for the social and economic consaguences of post-World War |l, pescetime
unemployment.

In this context, Massachusettshad avery high share of employees, and many tangible projectsto show for it.
Approximately 150 WPA properties are included in Massachusetts Inventory of Historic Ass;, five of theseae
identified as field houses. A smadl number of walls, fields, and other park ssmctures built by the WPA are do listed in
the gatewide Inventory. Other WPA-funded projects in Scituate included insect control, indexing and new sydems of
town records, ingtallation of water mains, roadway improvement and construction, construction of firetrails, conservation
of dhede trees, and distribution of surplus food and clothing.

The field house isthe only known building in Scituate that was congmcted through the WPA, and representsthe town's
most congpicuous reminder of this program. The only other known examples of recreationd buildings in Scituate include
a handful of utilitarian buildings usad by beach associations for their meetings, and a nondescript, wood-frame building at
the Sand Hills Recresation Center that was constmcted in the mid 20* century.

Typical Craftsman-gyle features employed within the WPA Field House include smple volumes and massing, a
prominent roof with integral porch, the use of cobblestone and other indigenous building materias, restrained detailing,
and an open floor plan. The design exemplifies the simplicity and honest use of materids that were halmarks of the Arts
and Crafts movement, and the design is especidly fitting in arecreationd facility with progrc-ve ideds for improving
both individuals and society.

Vacant dnce 1981, the WPA Field House is undergoing restoration and reuse as avisitors and community center by the
privately organized Scituate Visitors Center, Inc. The Town of Sdtuate continues to own both the building and the
surrounding land that comprise this property, including the commuter rail parking lot.

Archaeological Sgnificance

While ancient Native American stes have been identified within the coagtd zone of Scituate, pattems of Native
occupation in the town as awhole remain poorly documented. In coada aressfew Stes have been sysematically studied,
leaving researcherswith mostly locational information for subdsence and settlement Sudies Only sudies of artifact
collections have gone beyond these limitations to produce regional, local, and intrasite sudies that indicate the tempora
and functional range of dtesin the area. Given the above information, any ancient resources that survive on the WPA
Field House property could be significant. Native American resources on the nominated property can be significant by
providing systematicaly studied examples of loca ancient resources. This information can be used to hep interpret
extendve surface collections assembled over the pagt 75 yearsor more from ancient dtesin the area Thesegudies can

(continued)
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help us better understand thefiall range of dtetypes and functions present in the coastd zone areg, and their relationship
to more interior aressof the town and region. Information might aso be present on prehistoric Stesthat help better
understand the importance of the areato early Colonid inhabitants and the reesons why they settled in thislocde.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the full range of
recreational and support activities conducted and their intemal configuration within the North Scituate recregtiona area
located onthe WPA Field House property. Additional historical research, combined with archaeologica survey and
testing, may verify if and where designed recregtiona activities were congmcted and their role in the early 20* -century
suburban devdopment of Scituate. Historical and archaeological resources may dso contribute important information
related to the influence of the WPA in the design and constmction of buildings and smctures within the facility.
Stratigraphic evidence may help locate landscepe features and determine the extent of grading and/or filling prior to
constmction of the WPA Field House and recregtiond area

(end)
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Intemet Resources

"Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS)." www.npsgov/hdp/habs 6/24/2008

"Outline of U.S. History; The New Ded and World War 11."
http://us nfo.state.gov/products/public/historvotin/newded .ntm  8/6/2007

"Surviving the Dugt Bowl: People & Events, Works Progress Administration.” The American Experience.
http:/Awww . pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dustbowl /peopl eevents/

"Works Projects Administration.” The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition, 2001.
http://mww .bartlebv.com/65/wo/WorkPrai.html. 4/28/2005

"Works ProgressAdministration.” Reader's Companion to American History.
http://college.hmco.convhistory/readerscomp/rcabvhtml - 4/28/2005
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WPA Field House Plymouth,MA_
Name of Property County, State

10- Gftographiral Data
Acreage of Property five acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 352480 4675360
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

name/titte  Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date  April 2009
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zip code 02125

AHriitinnal Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 1J. I

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Scituate, MA / Town of Scituate Water Division
street & number Town Hall, 600 Chief .lustice Cushing Way .telephone  7fil-;45-fi74Q

city or town Scituate . state MA. , Zip code 02066

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fomi Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Continuation Sheet WPAField House
Scituate (Plymouth), MA
Section number 10. photos Page

Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

Town of Satuate Assessors Map 12 (endosad), lots 18A and 18B. Thetotd ot areaisfiveacres
Boundary Jusdtification

The nominated property includes the entire parcal owned by the tovra of Scituate and historically assodiated with the
WPA Field House Although the northem portion of the Site is now occupied by acommuter rail parking lot, the layout of
the parking lot coincides with the site of earlier termis courts. While the use of this portion of the Ste has changed, thls
part of the property has dways been characterized by apaved ground surface.

(end)

Digital Photographs

The imeages b ow are represented in5x 7 black and white prints. Photograph taken in September 2008 by Wendy
Frontiero, 32 Abbott Street, Beverly, Mass

Field House, N and E facades, looking SE

Field House, parking lot, looking NW

Field House, N and E facades, looking SE n

Field House, SfaBade detail, looking N , -

Field House, detail front porch, looking NW *

Field House, detail gonepillar, playground, looking N ', o«

Fiedd House, rear (W) devation, looking NE

Fiddgtone retaining wall *

Pump House, parking lot entrance, looking W *

10 Pump House, N and E facades, looking W \ '
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WPA FIELD HOUSE

7-19 Henry Turner Bailey Road,

Scituate (Plymouth County), Mass.

Datasheset

Resource
WPA Fidd House

WPA Field House
plagque

Pump Station
Retaining wall (south
boundary of property)
Retaining wall
(eest/west through center
of property)

Retaining wall
(north/south between
field houseand pump
dation Stes)

Segos a front of field
house

Segps adjacent to
eadt/wes retaining wall
(#1)

Segps adjacent to
eadt/wes retaining wall
(#2)

Total number of resources

Date
1938-39

ca 1938

ca 1935

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

1938-39

Materials

Granite field gone;
concrete foimdation;
daeroof shingles
Bronze

Brick; daeroof
Field done
Field done
Fied gone
Cobble gone

Cobble gone

Cobble gone

Type of Resource
Building

Object

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Smcture

Structure

Structure

Satus

C

8 contributing;
1 non-contributing



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER (F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI TI ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON
PRCPERTY WPA Field House

MULTI PLE
NAME:

STATE $ GONTY:  MASSACHUSETTS, Pl ymout h -V

DATE RECEl VED. 1/0Z/09 DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 16THDAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY:

DATE OF VEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 09000355

REASONS FAR REVI BEWY
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

O'HER N PDIL: N PER CD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT VAl VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR
REVI EVER DI SCI PLI NE
TELEPHONE (NE T/iT Oy

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN see attached SLR Y/ N

[f anomnation isreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under considerationby the NPS.
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RECEIVED 2280

JUL 02 200
The Commonwedth of Massachusts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the CommoiwaM GISIER OF HSTORIC PLACES
M assachusetts Historical Commission NAUONAI PARK SERVICE

June 10,2009 N

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005 n

Dexr Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleasefind the following revised nomination form:

WPA Fidd House, 7 Henry Tumer Bailey Road, Satuate (Plymouth), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment. . - - »

We request that the name of the previoudy submitted nomination be changed to reflect its chief
contributing feature, and the change of Satusfor the adjacent pump station from contributing to
noncontributing, according to the direction of our NR reviewer, Petrick Andrus.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg 0
Nationa Regider Director
M assachusatts Historical Commission

encdosure

(s o Wady Fontiero, conauitart

Situete Water Depatmant

Richard Murray, Satugte Board of Sdedmen
Douglas Smith, Satugte Higoricd Commisson
Dondd Wadlter, Satuste Hanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 - Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us'sec/mhc



