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1. Name

higtoric i, pJd Vtfashhnr/GraTi Mill

and/or common ssmo

2. Location

street & number-Comer-offCentral and Cambridge Street not for publication
city, town Middleboro vicinity of congressional district 10th
state Massachusetts code 025 "county Plymouth - —"" ~code 023:
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district pubiic X occupied X- agriculture museum
X building(® N private unoccupied 3{. commercial park
structure both A worl in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object inprocess X-yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted X- industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

name John Washburn and C P . Washburn, 111

street & number Center Street

city, town Middleboro vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, regidry of desds eilc.  Plymouth County Registry of Deads
dreet & numba Russell Street
city, town Plymouth state MaSSachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
t'tiepf the Commorwedth has this property been determined elegibie? .yes
date January 1978 federal X state county

depaodtory for aurvey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

dity, town Boston state Mass

K no

local



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered N ooriginal site
good ruins N atered noved date
A fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The CP. Vdshburn Gain M || stands at the northwest comer of Canbridge and Center
Streets, adjoining the forner Od Colony Railroadline. The GainMII occupies a
sloping site which allows afully above-ground basenent onthe building's rear (west)
elevation. Inits present form the Gain M Il isthe product of four periods of
construction duringwhich were built the Gain M|l (1899), two sheds which flank the
GainMIll (1902) an office (1904) and are-inforced concrete wing (1918).

The Gain M|l and tw sheds onthe west elevation are set ona rubble foundation and

are covered with clapboard. TheGain M Il, itself iisthree stories highwth a pitched
roof above which rises a square-plan el evat or penthouse covered with shingles and encl osed
by ahiproof. Thetw sheds which flank the Gain M| are each one-story high and are
encl osed by | owpitched shed roofs. TheGainMI|'s east el evation contains a concrete

| oading platformand shed roof supported by wooden braces and iron tensionrods, at the
first story. Set beneath this roof, onthe main body of the building, are an eight-panel
sliding deidr flarlked by two-fri*attite' windows;" "EaciKtrifjairtite w ndowcontains atall

& 6 w ndow f| anked by two smal | er &6 w ndows. The east el evation of the south shedis
conceal ed by the office addition, while that of the north shed contains a sliding panelled
door and Andersen wi ndow | naddition, the north shed contains an angled wall, correspond-
ing tothe angle of Center Street; this wall isblank except for one Andersen w ndow
Above the first story, the GainMI|'s east elevation is blank except for one 66

w ndow set i nthe peak of the gable.

The GainMII's south elevation isentirely concealed at the basenent and first story.
Above the first story, themll's wall isblaiik and i s painte'dwith a signbearingthe
words "CP. Véshbiim-'GainMIll"t Above the eaves at'*thd soiltftvrest'corner i s a-shed
dormer with paired 6/1 sash.

The GainMIl's northelevation isblocked by the north shed at the first story; the
shed el evation i s blank. Above the first story the GainMII's northelevationis
identical toits south elevation, except that It i s unpainted.

The west elevation of the Gain M|l and tw sheds i s designed to present anearly symetrical
facade, of which the Gain M ||, itself, forns the center. At the basenent |evel isa

center sliding door flankedby four &6 w ndows and two additional sliding doors,

| ocated at the shed' s northwest and southwest comers. Al | slidi n?( doors are nade up of
vertical boarding. At the first storK Isacenter &6 wndow, flankedbythreewndows to
the south and two w ndows to the north. Projecting out over the center wndowi s a shed

roof which shelters the | oadi ng1 bay at the basenent |evel. Both sheds stop at the first
story, above which the GainMll rises anadditional two and one-half stories to a gable.
Fenestration of the upper floors consists of two &6 w ndows, oneat the second story, the
other centered i nthe gable. -

The office addition (1904) i s & one-and-one-half stoty wooden structure |ocated at:the south-
east coner of the Gain M |I. This addition rests ona rubble foundationand i s enclosed

by alowpitched roof with ashed dorner near its southeast comer. nly the north and

east elevationsof the office addition are exposed; both have been altered extensively by

the addition of vertical boarding and nodemw ndows. The west elevation, also altered, i s
partially exposed at its tipper floor.

The reinforced concrete addition of 1918 stands south of the Gain M|, adjoining the
south shed (1901). The 1918 addition i s two-stories high; its exterior i snade up of bays

(cont i nued)
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of equal size, framed by concrete giers. At present, this addition has been altered by
the concrete blocking of bays and by t he deterioration of itsconcrete.

The GainMII"s interior retains itsoriginal plan and nuch of its original

equi prent, sone of whi ch has been stored on the premses follow ng itsreplacement
by newer equipnent. Contained inthebuilding is a shallow foundation with
frequently placed stone piers which support the weight of grain brought into the
basenent story fromthe railroadplatform The basenent retains agrain cleaner,
bucket - chain el evator and a nore recently nade grain mxer. Thefirst story (street
| evel ) contains cast-iron grain chutes fromthe bins above, andtrap doors to the
basenent. Thefirst story has additional wood braces and steel beans t o support
the weight of grain stored on the upper floors. Thesecond andthird stories
contain 14 bins of tinber-cribbed construction built of long |eaf, yellow pine
planks (2" X 4") which have been bound together with spikes. Thefourth (attic)
story contains agrain separator of screwconveyors andtrap doors which openinto
the ﬂra| n bins. Located i n theelevator penthouse i s aturnhead as wel | as chutes
whi ch cross down into thefourth floor.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture __educat|on military social/
1700-1799 art JINNliny JDt?ehginfierlng music , humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce * _1L exploration/settlement philosophy theater

X iQon- communications A industry: j politics/government transportation

inventiofh' "' other (specify)

Specific dates 1899, 1902, 1904 Builder/Architect C. P. Washbtirn

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The C. P. Washburn Grain Mill possesses integrity of lcx;ation, design, setting
and materials.and possesses historical associations with a locally important agricultxiral
business.

The Grain Mill and its two flanking sheds contain the only grain elevator of
timber-crib construction of its period extant in Massachusetts and, perhaps, in New
England. Although similar, small-scale grain elevators once existed throughout New
England, including flcton, Bridgewater and Fitchburg, Massachusetts, the decline of
local agriculttire has led to the closure and demolition of most other examples. In
addition to its structvure, which remains essentially unaltered, the Grain Mill pre-
serves a variety of original machinery which provides rare examples of turn-of-the-
century industrial engineering.

Designed to serve as a country grain elevator, the Washbiirn Grain Mill was
originally used to store, mix and distribute grain to farmers from Plymouth, Massachu-
setts to Providence Rhode Island and as far away as Provincetown. Planned by Charles
Parker Washburn, the mill was fully automated, making use of electricity and gravity
as sources of power At Washburn's expense, a spur of the Old colony Railroad line
was extended along the mill's west elevation. Grain entered the building through a
loading platfomm in the basement where it was dumped into a pit from which a bucket
elevator carried it up twenty-t:wo feet to the first storey. At the first storey,
grain was weighed and then dropped back to the basement where a cleaner winnowed it
of debris. A second bucket-chain elevator then lifted grain to the elevator penthouse
where the grain entered a turnhead and was directed through chutes past screw conveyors
into bins. Finally, a needed, grain was poured through chutes to the first storey
where it was passed through attrition mills and packaged. Once packaged, grain was
stored in the two sheds until its sale. At its peak during the 1950's, the Grain Mill
received two freight-car loads of grain (2,000 bushels) daily. Corresponding to the
decline of local agriculttire, the volume of grain processed gradually declined to only
2,000 bushels weekly before the mill closed in December of 1974.

‘ Currently owned by members of the Washburn Family, the Washburn Grain Mill stands
at the end of a 340-year long family business which began in 1634 when Sir John Washburn
left England to build a mill in Duxbury, Massachusetts. Subsequently, the family
milling business was passed down through the generations to the present. Current plans
call for the sympathetic conversion of the Grain Mill to use as a hardware supply store,
a business which was established by the current owners after 1974.
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10. Geographical Data imyi VAT VFRINA)

Acreage of nominated property 21,000 sq. ft.
Quadrangle name Bridgewater ngle scale. 1:24000
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12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the siatg|s:

national state n local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National.hiistoric Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

state Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

title date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest date ~/(f/(fd
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ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered ER 8

Neune Location

Washburn, CP., Grain M| M ddl ebor o
Plysicuth County

Al'so Notified
Honorabl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Margaret M Heckl er Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski
Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
NR Byers/bjr 4/ 14/ 80

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401.



