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1. Name 

historic i ^ . p J Vtfashhn-rn/GraiTi M i l l 

and/or common ssmo 

2. Location 
street & number-Comer-of^Central and Cambridge Street not for publication 

city, town M i d d l e b o r o vicinity of congressional district 10th 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 "county Plymouth - —' " '̂code 023: 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status 

district pubiic X occupied 
Present Use 

X- agriculture 
3{. commercial 

educational 
entertainment 
government 

X- industrial 
military 

museum 
X bu i ld ing(^ ^ private unoccupied 

structure both ^ worl< in progress 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le 
object in process X- yes: restricted 

being considered yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
X- agriculture 
3{. commercial 

educational 
entertainment 
government 

X- industrial 
military 

park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name John Washburn and C P . Washburn, I I I 

street & number Center Street 

city, town M i d d l e b o r o vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County Registry of Deeds 

street & number Russell Street 

city, town Plymouth state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

t'tiepf the Commonwealth has this property been determined elegibie? . yes K no 

date January 1978 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town Boston state Mass. 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
good ruins ^ altered moved date 

^ fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The CP. Washburn Grain Mill stands at the northwest comer of Cambridge and Center 
Streets, adjoining the former Old Colony Railroad line. The Grain Mill occupies a 
sloping site which allows a fully above-ground basement on the building's rear (west) 
elevation. In i t s present form, the Grain Mill is the product of four periods of 
construction during which were built the Grain Mill (1899), two sheds which flank the 
Grain Mill (1902) an office (1904) and a re-inforced concrete wing (1918). 

The Grain Mill and two sheds on the west elevation are set on a rubble foundation and 
are covered with clapboard. The Grain M i l l , i t s e l f iis three stories high with a pitched 
roof above which rises a square-plan elevator penthouse covered with shingles and enclosed 
by a hip roof. The two sheds which flank the Grain Mill are each one-story high and are 
enclosed by low-pitched shed roofs. The Grain Mill's east elevation contains a concrete 
loading platform and shed roof supported by wooden braces and iron tension rods, at the 
f i r s t story. Set beneath this roof, on the main body of the building, are an eight-panel 
sliding dcidr flarlked by two-fri^attite'windows;" "EaciK trifjairtite window contains a t a l l 
6/6 window flanked by two smaller 6/6 windows. The east elevation of the south shed is 
concealed by the office addition, while that of the north shed contains a sliding panelled 
door and Andersen window. In addition, the north shed contains an angled wall, correspond­
ing to the angle of Center Street; this wall is blank except for one Andersen window. 
Above the f i r s t story, the Grain Mill's east elevation is blank except for one 6/6 
window set in the peak of the gable. 

The Grain Mill's south elevation is entirely concealed at the basement and f i r s t story. 
Above the f i r s t story, the mill's wall is blaiik and is painte'd with a sign bearing the 
words "CP. Washbiim - 'Grain Mill"t Above the eaves at'^thd soiltftvrest'corner is a-shed 
dormer with paired 6/1 sash. 

The Grain Mill's north elevation is blocked by the north shed at the f i r s t story; the 
shed elevation is blank. Above the f i r s t story the Grain Mill's north elevation is 
identical to its south elevation, except that i t is unpainted. 

The west elevation of the Grain Mill and two sheds is designed to present a nearly symmetrical 
facade, of which the Grain M i l l , i t s e l f , forms the center. At the basement level is a 
center sliding door flanked by four 6/6 windows and two additional sliding doors, 
located at the shed's northwest and southwest comers. A l l sliding doors are made up of 
vertical boarding. At the f i r s t story is a center 6/6 window, flanked by three windows to 
the south and two windows to the north. Projecting out over the center window is a shed 
roof which shelters the loading bay at the basement level. Both sheds stop at the f i r s t 
story, above which the Grain Mill rises an additional two and one-half stories to a gable. 
Fenestration of the upper floors consists of two 6/6 windows, one^at the second story, the 
other centered in the gable. -

The office addition (1904) is at one-and-one-half stoty wooden structure located at:the south­
east comer of the Grain M i l l . This addition rests on a rubble foundation and is enclosed 
by a low-pitched roof with a shed dormer near it s southeast comer. Only the north and 
east elevations of the office addition are exposed; both have been altered extensively by 
the addition of vertical boarding and modem windows. The west elevation, also altered, is 
partially exposed at i t s tipper floor. 

The reinforced concrete addition of 1918 stands south of the Grain M i l l , adjoining the 
south shed (1901). The 1918 addition is two-stories high; its exterior is made up of bays 

(continued) 
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of equal size, framed by concrete piers. At present, this addition has been altered by 
the concrete blocking of bays and by the deterioration of its concrete. 

The Grain Mill's interior retains i t s original plan and much of it s original 
equipment, some of which has been stored on the premises following i t s replacement 
by newer equipment. Contained in the building is a shallow foundation with 
frequently placed stone piers which support the weight of grain brought into the 
basement story from the railroad platform. The basement retains a grain cleaner, 
bucket-chain elevator and a more recently made grain mixer. The f i r s t story (street 
level) contains cast-iron grain chutes from the bins above, and trap doors to the 
basement. The f i r s t story has additional wood braces and steel beams to support 
the weight of grain stored on the upper floors. The second and third stories 
contain 14 bins of timber-cribbed construction built of long leaf, yellow pine 
planks (2" X 4") which have been bound together with spikes. The fourth (attic) 
story contains a grain separator of screw conveyors and trap doors which open into 
the grain bins. Located in the elevator penthouse is a turnhead as well as chutes 
which cross down into the fourth floor. 



8. Signifficance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below j 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion | 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science | 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture __educa t | on military social/ 1 

. 1700-1799 art JJ^I^Jli^y JDt?ehginfierlng music , humanitarian ] 
1800-1899 commerce * _1L exploration/settlement philosophy theater ! 

X iQon- communications ^ industry: j ;̂  politics/government transportation 
- inventiofh' ' ' other (specify) i 

Speci f ic da tes 1 8 9 9 , 1 9 0 2 , 1904 Bui lder /Arch i tect C . P . Washbt i rn 

S ta tement of S ign i f i cance (in one paragraph) 

The C. P. Washburn Grain M i l l possesses i n t e g r i t y of lcx;ation, design, se t t ing 
and materials.and possesses h i s t o r i c a l associations w i t h a l o c a l l y important agr icu l tx i ra l 
business. 

The Grain M i l l and i t s two f l ank ing sheds contain the only gra in elevator of 
t imber-cr ib construction of i t s period extant i n Massachusetts and, perhaps, i n New 
England. Although s i m i l a r , small-scale gra in elevators once existed throughout New 
England, including flcton, Bridgewater and Fi tchburg, Massachusetts, the decline of 
l oca l agr icu l t t i re has led to the closure and demolit ion of most other examples. I n 
addi t ion t o i t s structvure, which remains essent ia l ly unaltered, the Grain M i l l p re­
serves a va r ie ty of o r i g i n a l machinery which provides rare examples of t u r n - o f - t h e -
century i n d u s t r i a l engineering. 

Designed to serve as a country grain elevator , the Washbiirn Grain M i l l was 
o r i g i n a l l y used to s tore , mix and d i s t r i b u t e gra in to farmers from Plymouth, Massachu­
set ts to Providence Rhode Island and as f a r away as Provincetown. Planned by Charles 
Parker Washburn, the m i l l was f u l l y automated, making use of e l e c t r i c i t y and grav i ty 
as sources of power At Washburn's expense, a spur of the Old colony Railroad l i n e 
was extended along the m i l l ' s west e leva t ion . Grain entered the bu i ld ing through a 
loading platfomm i n the basement where i t was dumped i n t o a p i t from which a bucket 
elevator carr ied i t up t:wenty-t:wo f ee t to the f i r s t s torey. At the f i r s t s torey, 
gra in was weighed and then dropped back to the basement where a cleaner winnowed i t 
of debr is . A second bucket-chain elevator then l i f t e d gra in to the elevator penthouse 
where the gra in entered a turnhead and was directed through chutes past screw conveyors 
i n t o b ins . F i n a l l y , as needed, gra in was poured through chutes to the f i r s t storey 
where i t was passed through a t t r i t i o n m i l l s and packaged. Once packaged, gra in was 
stored i n the two sheds u n t i l i t s sale. At i t s peak during the 1950's, the Grain M i l l 
received two f r e i g h t - c a r loads of gra in (2,000 bushels) d a i l y . Corresponding to the 
decline of l o c a l ag r i cu l t t i r e , the volume of gra in processed gradually declined to only 
2,000 bushels weekly before the m i l l closed i n December of 1974. 

' Currently owned by members of the Washburn Family, the Washburn Grain M i l l stands 
at the end of a 340-year long fami ly business which began i n 1634 when Sir John Washburn 
l e f t England to b u i l d a m i l l i n Duxbury, Massachusetts. Subsequently, the fami ly 
m i l l i n g business was passed down through the generations to the present. Current plans 
c a l l f o r the sympathetic conversion of the Grain M i l l t o use as a hardware supply s tore , 
a business which was established by the current owners a f t e r 1974. 
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10. Geographical Data imyi MAT VFRinFj) 
Acreage of nominated property 21 ,000 s q . f t . 
Quadrangle name B r i d g e w a t e r 
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Verbal boundary description and justification . .. :^ , r 

Please refer to the boundaries delineated on the attached map. -'.i. -Ji'lt;'-

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Lucia Stout 

Architectural Conservation Trust name/title Brian P fe i f f e r , Consultant with 

organizatiorf^ssachusetts Historical Commission date November 1979 

street & numt>er 294 Washington St. telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Mass. 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: stateis: 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National.hiistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

state Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission 

date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Keeper of 

Attest 

>r of the National Re 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Register 

date 

date ^/(f/(fd 
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MEETING REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: C- P. u)as)>bur^ g.gi^ M\,l . F/t,»ns^yA c^M^ 

LOCATION OF MEETING: 1/^4 DATE: ^jsjsb 

STAFF MEMBER: p /l)oJ[^ DIVISION: yi/. ̂. 

PARTICIPANT: ORGANIZATION: PHONE: 

KEPORT: 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered APR 8 

Ncune Location 

Washburn, CP., Grain Mill Middleboro 
Plysicuth County 

Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 4/14/80 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


