FORM B - BUILDING In Area ao. Form no.

IMA.SSACHTBETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town ANDOVER
Address 5 Arqgilla Road
Name Abbot-Baker House
Present use Residential

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner White, Sidney P.

Description: .A2,

Date ca. 1685
Source Historic Houses of Andover
Style First Period
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Cl apboard

bam attached

45 Lawrence Quad, 1:25000 Qut bui I di ngs (describe) carriage shed

19/323405/4723550 Q her features stories; gable roof
w/integral l|eanto; center chimey;
5 bay facade w smal | $06 w ndows; smal |
gabl ed center vestibule; large barn
al so has | eanto; faces south; rear ell,
secondary door on each side
Altered W ndows Date isth C

t Moved Dat e

S Lotsize: ., 63 Parcel §

One acre or less X Over one acre_
Approximate frontage '
Approximate distance of building frora street
50'
6. Recorded by w. Frontiero
Organization Andover Historical Gma
Date August 7, 1980

(over)

37TM7-77



7. Original owner (if known) Thomes Abbot
Original use res.idential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  sanf:

8. Thenes (check as many as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation

f The Abbot - Baker House i ssignificant (1) forits early andcontinued associations
with t he Abbot family, fctraers prcmnent i nthe founding and devel opment of

N Andover, (2)forits association with atum-of-the 19thcentury physician, and
43) as an excellent exaitple of First Period architecture i nAndover. The property
retains integrity of design, materials, worknanship, andsetting, and neets

" Criteria A, B, andC of the National Register. N * Wy fi-'

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

No. 5 Argilla Rd i sthought t ohave been built ca. 1685 f or Thomas Abbot, a
farmer. Thormas (16G5-1728) was a son of George Abbot (who arrived i n Andover
with thefirst group of settlers) and a brother of Be.ijcmin Abbot (who built

the house next door at 9 A-dover Street). Thonas i s described i nthe Abbot
geneal ogy as "a strict Puritan, he taught hischildren toreverencet he Sabbath,
and keep it holy, andt omake the Bible their only rule of faith and practice."?
He and hi s wife Hannah Gay (m 1697) had ten children. Thomas Sr. soldt he
honestead (containing 20 acres with buildings) t ohis son Thomas Jr., also a
farmer', i n1723. Thomas Jr. (1699-1774) lived here with hiswife Elizabeth
Ballard (m 1725) andtheir tenchildren. The geneal ogy renenbers t hesecond
Thonas as "useful i nthe town, guardian of orphans, observer of events, andre . *
recorded themi nhis almnac, respected for hispiety andworth. Thomas was
succeeded on t he honestead by hi s soa, athird Thomas (1729-1776), who was
married (1756) tolLydia Blunt. The last Thonas |eft 200 acres of land and a
substantial personal, all valued at about 860 pounds; hi swife v;as appointed
executor of theestate, an uncommon procedure. Twenty years later, i n 1797,
Lydia finally sold the homestead.

The buyer was Syraonds Baker, a physician. Baker (1736-1815) lived here with

his second wife, Lydia Holt (m 1766). Probate records provide an interesting
conmpari son between this "country" doctor and hi s nore sophisticated conteroporary,
Abi el Pearson.* Baker was succeeded by son Synonds Epes Baker and hi s wife
Sarah Holt. The farmi snow i npossessionof thefourth generation of Synonds
Epes' descendants.

The building i sdistinguished by its very simplicity. A‘. broad facadewith small
unor nament ed w ndov/s and doorway, center chimmey, and integral leanto conprise the

Kiajor architectural features. A stiT,| large estate and southward orientation e*
10. Bibliography and/or references (such aslocal Histories, deeds, assessor'srecords,

early maps, etc.)
Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lawence and Salem (627/370; 57/142; Probate Docket Nos.

CGeorge F. Baker (1907), Davi d Baker (1888), Synmonds Eps Baker (1819), Synonds
Baker (1815), 142)

Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Baker Fam|ly"

* (see 33 High Street)
o* conplete the near-perfect setting.

Foot not es

1) Geneal ogical Register of the Abbot Fam |y, p.83
2) Ihid.
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