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1. Name of Property

historic name Palmer Memorial Hall

other names/site number Palmer Senior Center

2. Location

street & number 1029 Central Street not for publication

city or town Palmer vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Hampden .code 013 zip code 01069

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thist*nomination
» request for detemiination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
k"meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally = statewide”locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

St ure of cettifying official/Title Judith B{*af®®nough, Executive Director Date
Mi husetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereoy certify that this property is: Date of Action
['entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet
» detennined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain);



Palmer Memorial Hall
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _X building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education: Library

Social: Meeting Hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian: Romanesque

Narrative Description

Hampden, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
_ structures
_ objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Social: Civic

*Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation Granite

walls Brick

roof Asphalt

other Terra Cotta
Brownstone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Padmer Memoria Hall islocated on asmal flat lot a the southwest comer of Central and Pleesant
Streets, one block north of the Main Street (Route 20) business district in PAmer, Massachusetts. The
main block of the building messures 46x65 feet and istwo and one-half Sories high over afiill

basament. The building isof solid masonry construction, built of dark red pressed brick, with matching
mortar and terra cotta, and st upon agranite foundation. A granite cornerstone, dated 1890, is located a
the northwest comer. A terra cotta egg and dart string course encircles the building between the first and
soond floors. The front facade faces west onto Centrd Street and is characterized by atwo-story gabled
pavilion that projectstwelve feet out from the center of the mainblock. A centra hipped roof is
intersected by a gable dormer on each of the north and south facades. Two small eyebrow dormers are
located on either Sde of the crest of the central hipped roof Original date shingles have been replaced
with asphdlt, first in 1952 and most recently in 1995.

There isno formal landscaping on Memoria Hall's smdl lot. Thefront yard is planted in grass, with a
concrete walk leading up to the main entrance of the building. Therear of the lotis paved inagphdt asa
parking lot. Onthe front lawn a the southwest comer of the building, there isalarge granite boulder
with abronze plaque, erected in the 1920s to commemorate Pamer's World War | veterans. This
memoria isconddered to be a contributing object for the purposesof thisNational Register nomination.

The front pavilion serves as the main entrance to the building, with four granite seps leading up to a
double arched opening above the granite foundation a the gable end. Two pairs of unmatched metal
railings have been ingtalled a the front seps, probably in the 1970s Thewide brick double arch is
composed of six courses of heedars it isbanded by terra cotta and hes foliated terra cotta impods. Piers
to either Sde of the double arch are capped by terra cotta offsets. Each arched opening containsa
Sparate entrance to the building. The archway on the left (facing the building) isendosed by double
six-panel wooden doors that lead to the great hall on the sscond floor; the doors are surmounted by a
wooden pand in the tympanum on which are painted the words"Memoria Hall." The archway onthe
right is open, leading onto a porch in front of the entrance to the former library goece on the first floor,
which isentered through double half-glass wooden doors under amassve brownstone lintel. The south
dde of the pavilion isopened by ancther large archway that is oanned a the beseby ashort,
browngtone-capped brick wall and a the spandrel by adecorative iron truss. Onthe north sde of the
pavilion isasmall arched window opening with a 1/1 double hung wooden sagh.

At the second floor of the gable end of the pavilion are three long narrow window openings above the
terracotta stringcourse. The center window istaller than thoseto itssde. Each of the three windowsis
in three parts. along rectangular single pane saeh, with awooden transom above, and, above the
transom, asingle-pane sseh a the arch. Three terra cotta emblems decorate the gable end of the front
pavilion. Two of the emblems are directly above the crowns of the double arched entrance:  the lower
one isan open book with the Latin phrase Pro Bono Patria (for the good of the nation) inscribed onits

(continued)
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pages, the one above reeds"Public Library." Thethird terra cotta emblem, located a the peek of the
front gable, isabanner inscribed with the words"Memorial Hall." The gable wall projects above the
roofline as apargoet and is capped with terra cotta coping. Theterra cotta comice is decorated with
medallions and foliate.

Thefront pavilion isflankedon either sde by small hipped dormers projecting from the centra hipped
roof A pair of narrow arched 1/1 double-hung sseh windows with glasstransoms isin each of these
dormers on the plane of the main block of the building a the second floor; origina |/1 wooden sesh
have been replaced with duminum saeh of the same configuration. On the first floor on either sde of the
pavilion, directly below the dormers, isanother pair of dightly wider arched windows, containing
origina 1/1 wooden windows.

The north and south devations rise up to pesk a the intersecting gables on either Sde of the centra
hipped roof. Each gable contains atriplet of narrow windows, with the central window in each triplet
taler than thoseto either sde. Each of thesewindows contains /1 single-hung sagh, with afully arched
upper saeh, with the exception that in the north gable, the window on the right is of gained glass. In the
south gable, two of the original wood windows have been replaced by duminum saeh. A pair of high
brick chimneysflankseach of the two Sde gables.

The north devation hes four 1/1 wood sash arched windows on the first floor, apair in the center under
the gablefl ankedby one on either Sde near the comers of the building. The south evation originally
had six arched windows on the first floor. At some pointin time, adoor with atransom replaced the
soond window from the left and the arch @bove the transom was bricked in. Thethird window from the
left hes been bricked in completely. 1n 1933 asmall brick shed addition was built around this side door,
with the rear of the shed addition left open for acoess to the door. The front of the shed addition is
endosed by awooden door that provides access to asmal sorage room. A rectangular /1 wooden
window is st into the south wall of the shed addition.

The eedt (rear) elevation contains little decoration or detail. An origina rear two-story ell projects 8 feet
from the back of the building and extends for 32 feet dong the length of the building. Thisell contains
the interior rear stairs. The eest facade of the reer ell contains two arched windows & the first floor with
ablank second story. Although the terra cotta string course continues around the building onto the main
block of the rear evation it doesnot extend onto the reex ell. Theell has ahipped roof that projects
from the mainroof. A hipped dormer over the ell contains three smdl arched windows. The south
eevation of theell contains two small rectangular windows & the first floor and two above a the second
floor. The north eevation of the ell contains an arched doorway with a single door that servesas arear
egress A small shed roof covers thisdoorway. Two smal rectangular windows are above a the second
floor. A concrete switchback ramp, which gopears to have bean built in the early 1990s issat againg the
rear of the building for access to the rear entrance.  Like the front elevation, the rear el isflankedby two
hipped dormers on the rear of the main block of the building. Each dormer contains two arched windows
(continued)
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a the second floor; apair of wider arched windows are below eech dormer a the first floor.

Theinterior of the building was desgned to accommodate two distinct functions: apublic library onthe
first floor and ameeting hall for the Grand Army of the Republic on the sscond floor. The layout and
decorative details of each floor are intact, dthough the building isnow ussd as a senior citizens' center.

Theorigina library goaceisdivided into avestibule and four rooms. the Main Reading Room, the Boys
Reeding Room, a Reference Room, and a Stack Room. All of the rooms and the vestibule have
wainscoting and beeded moldings around windows and doors. The vestibule is entered from the porch a
the southem dde of the front pavilion. The Main Reading Room isentered directly from the vestibule
through double half-glass wooden doorsflankedby a pair of five-light sddights. The Boys Reading
Room is entered from the Main Reading Room through a single half-glass door directly to the right of
the vedtibule, with asingle five-light sidelight to the right of the door. A clerestory rises above the
vestibule doors and the door into the Boys' Reading Room, bringing additiona light into the southwest
comer of the Main Reading Room. The clerestory isdivided into three sections above either entry: over
the vestibule doors is one section of thirty-five lightsflankedby five lights over either siddight; over the
door to the Boys Reading Room is one section of twenty lights,flankedby a five-light section to the
right over the siddlight and afifteen-light section to the left. The various sections of the clerestory are
divided by widemullions. An original presssd metd ceiling isvisible aove the clerestory in the Main
Reading Room, but is covered by adropped ceiling in the rest of the room. The metd ceiling isfully
exposed in the Boys Reading Room.

The Reference Room and the Stack Room are entered through solid wooden doors on the eest wall of the
Main Reading Room, with the door to the Stack Room on the right. There are three origina tiled
fireplaces remaining in the building, one each in the Main Reading Room, the Boys Reading Room, and
the Reference Room. Thetile mantds with egg and dart molding and decorative bronze and cadt iron
frames are original; an original tile hearth remains only in the Main Reading Room. Largefloor-
mounted wooden cabinets with glassdoors line the west wall of the reference room. These cabinets were
ingtalled in 1893 to exhibit the natura history collection donated to the library by Dr. W. H. Stowe. The
collection is no longer extant. FHoors are covered with wall-to-wall carpeting in the Main Reading

Room, Boys Reading Room and foyer and with vinyl in the Reference Room and Stack Room. Thereis
evidence that original quartered ok and southem pinefl oorsare extant under the carpeting and vinyl in
the Main Reading Room, the Boys Reading Room, and the Reference Room. The Stack Room was built
to be as fireproof as possble, in order to better protect the library's collection: it hes a concrete floor,
brick-lined ceiling, and iron doors covered with wood. A safe hes been ingtdled in the Stack Room with
its entrance through the wall in the Boys Reading Room.

The Grand Army of the Republic meeting hal isvirtually untouched on the sscond floor. The G. A. R.

hall isentered through the foyer on the northem sde of thefront pavilion. A ticket booth omamented

with carved wooden pilagters istucked under the front Stairway. An omate dair leeds up to the meeting
(continued)
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hall from the foyer. The stair contains wainscoting, decorative wood spindles, carved banigter, and
tumed newd pogt. Thewall of the gtair is lined with eight commemorative marble tablets containing the
names of Palmer's Civil War soldiers and abronze tablet memoridizing L. L. Merrick, the original
namesake of the G. A. R. hall. At the top of the airs isavestibule leading into the hall through double
five-paneled wooden doors. Tothe left of these doors isaforty-light clerestory over the stairhall,
bringing additional light into the hall from the windows &t the front gable. A wooden sarcasein the
southwest comer of the second floor vestibule leads up to a smdl bacony overlooking the main hall.
Thisbacony isendosed by awooden baustrade with tumed baugers.

Themain hall isalarge open auditorium rising one and one-haf stories to aplagter ceiling. Two
massive exposad wooden trusses goan the ceiling from north to south to support the hipped roof. An
anchor incommemoration of PaAmer's Civil War navd veterans hangs from the tmss dlosest to the west
wall. A curved wooden dage is dong the eest wall of the hall,flankedby two smal anterooms. The
main hall contains wainscoting and quarter oak floors. Vaulted ceilings above the arched windowsin the
gables are covered with pressed metdl, as isthe ceiling abovethe gage. The window surrounds have
beeded edging and wooden sills. The stained glasswindow in the north gable isby an unknown artist
and commemorates alocal Civil War veteran. |t isdivided into three sections:  the first bearsa likeness
of the veteran inacircleabove a sheef of olive branches, the ssoond bears the caption "In memory of J.
H. Smith," with aview of PAmer abovethe caption; and the third section contains three stacked rifles
and ahaversack.

An devator hes been ingtdled in the building, with itsfirst floor entrance in the Stack Room and the
ssoond floor entrance in the anteroom to the right of the gagein the G. A. R. hall. Although the shaft
extends dightly aovethe roof of the anteroom, itisrelatively unobtmsive.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric resources are recorded on the nominated property, it ispossible that dtesae
present. One dteislocated inthe generd area (within one mile) gpproximately one mile southeest of the
property on the Quaboag River floodplain. Current environmental characteristics of the Memorial Hall
property do not represent favorable locational criteriafor most types of prehistoric Stes. Although the
lot isflat, natura soil characterigtics have been obscured by congtruction of the earlier 1875 Waes
Building and Memoria Hall. The property isaso presently located over 1000 feet from the nearet
wetlands. These environmenta conditions may have been differentin the prehistoric past. Undisturbed
soils prior to building congtmction were probably well drained and, although the property is currently
over 1000 feet from the nearest wetlands, it doesliewithin that distance from the Queboag River
floodplain. Since the river does meander in this areg, it could have easily been located within 1000 feet
of the property inthe past. Thus, the property may have exhibited favorable locationd criteria for
prehistoric Stesa some point in the padt. 1n generd, however, the potentia for locating significant
prehistoric resources on the property islow. Construction impects from the Wales Building (1875),
(continued)
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Memorid Hall (1891), adjacent parking lot and related utilities have probably destroyed any resources
that were present onthe relatively small (Iessthan one acre) lot.

There isahigh potentia for locating historic archaeological resources on the Memoria Hall property.
Changesin naturd soil dratigraphy and stmctural remains may be present from the earlier Wdes
Building, acommercia smcture built onthe lotin 1875. That smcture was moved in 1889. Memorial
Hall was reportedly built over the Waes Building basament. Construction features may be present
assodiated with the Wees Building as well as portions of it's foundation and related utilities that were
not incorporated into the Memoria Hall Building. Construction feetures may dso exist related to
Memoria Hall.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mari< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Hampden, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Development

Period of Significance
1890-1949

Significant Dates
1890

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mariced above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
Robert H. Robertson

Flvnt Building and Construction Companv

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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Pdme Memoria Hall isacivic building that was condructed in 1890-91 to commemorate locd citizens
who hed sarved in the Civil War. It originalyfiinctionedas the town'sfirst permanent public library and as
amesting goece for the veterans of the Grand Army of the Republic. The building was designed by New
York City architect Robert H. Robertson in the Richardsonian Romanesgue style, and diplays dements
typica of that style: massve arched entry, hipped roof with crass gables, recessad arched windows, and
towering geble-end chimneys. Pdme Memorid Hall islocdly significant under Nationa Regider
Criterion A for community development and Criterion C for architecture. Itisrelatively unadtered and
retains itsintegrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The Town of Paimer, located in south central Massachuseits about seventy mileswest of Boston, wasfirst
sttled in 1752. Because of itslocation a the confluence of threerivers—the Quaboag, Swift, and Wae—t0
form the Chicopee River, PAmer beganto atract industrid devdopment after the Revolutionary War. By
the early 18005 a least three mills had been established in the severd villages that make up PAmer: a
woolen mill onthe Swift River in Bond's Village, a cottonmill on the Chicopee River a the aptly named
Three Rivers, and another cotton mill on the Ware River in Thomdike. The congtruction of the Westem
Railroad (later the Boston and Albany Railroad) through the southem part of the town in 1839 marked the
beginning of Palmer's development as aregiond trangportation center and initiated a shiftin the
commercid, educationd and residentid activity of the town from Pdmer Center in the north to the area
around the railroad right-of-way, which became known as Depat Village. The completion of the New
London Northem Railroad (later the Vermont Centrd) in 1850 connected Pamer with water shipping routes
in the south and established Depoat Village as amgjor trangportation crossoads. Today, the PAmer Town
Hall and the Hampden County District Court are located in PAmer Center, while the busness and
population centers of town remain dong the Main Stret (Route 20) corridor around Depoat Village.

Throughout most of the nineteenth century. Palmer's population steadily increesed dueto itsrapid industria
and transportation development. By the 1830s Palmer's growth and prosperity prompted a sourt of
ingtitutional congtruction that was unprecedented in the town's history. Over aperiod of roughly seven
yearsbetween 1883 and 1890, PAmer gained three major new buildingsin Depot Village: first, in 1883,
Union Station, arailroad depot desgned by H. H. Richardson (NRHP, 1988); next, in 1833, PAmer High
Schod a the comer of Park and Thomdike Streets;, and finally, in 1890, Memorid Hall, which sarved asthe
first parmenent public library and as amemorid to the town's Civil War veterans. (Union Station and
Pamer High Schod still gand but are vacant.) All of these buildings were desgned in the Romanesgue
style, which hed been introduced by Richardson in the late 1870s and remained popular for institutional
dructures in cities and towns throughout the northeestem United Satesuntil the turn of the century.

Prior efforts to establish apublic library in PAmer hed met with little success It isknown that the first

library was established in 1815 by Amos Hamilton, but it soon disbended after its founder inexplicably

departed from Padmer. Another attempt was madein 1841 whenthirty dollarswas raised by subscription,

and, with aid from the gate, one hundred books were placed in circulation. This effort failed by 1851, when
(continued)
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lack of support from either the town or the library's subscribers forced the library to dose because of the
deteriorated condition of its books. The PAmer Public Library Association was formed in 1867, but its
atempt to etablish alibrary had failed by 1872. Another endeavor began soon thereefter with a
subscription circulating library ingtituted by alocd firm that was acombined pharmacy and bookstore. The
Young Men's Library Association, which hed been established under the Generd Laws of the
Commonweslth on December 2, 1878, purchased this private circulating library and opened afree library in
avacat gorefront on Centrd Strest in 1879. Throughout the 1880s the Library Association occupied
rented or donated quarters in severd locationsin Depot Village.

ThePdmer Journal reported on September 26, 1884, that the association hed begun seeking a parmanent
reading room and commented that nearly every smal village in the vicinity dready hed such afacility, with
favorable reaults. The Journa maintained that a permanent library would provide an important socid
benefit to the town beyond itsobvious educationd vaue

There isone thing which areading room will do in the winter, it will kegp
from the sdoonsacertain dassof young men who would otherwise soed
their evenings there.... A good reading room . .. would undoubtedly
prove apaying investment in the influenceit would have over certain
dases

The Journal reported on November 7, 183, that acommittee gppointed by the town the previous March to
investigate the "metter of asoldier's memoria™ hed recommended that the town should erect a memorid
building, a& acost of $15,000, which would contain apublic library and reading room on the first floor and a
hall for the Grand Army of the Republic ébove. Seveard other towns in south centra Massachusetts hed
dreedy built or soon would build some typeof civic memorid building, either atown hal or library, to
commemorate loca Civil War veterans. These towns include West Brookfield (1880), Ware (1881),
Monson (1882; NRHP 1984), Brookfield (1883), Bdchertown (1887; NRHP 1982), Warren (1889) ad
Spencer (1889). Pdmer immediatdly st asde asum of $2,000 toward the congtruction of amemorid hall.

Fansfor the PAme memoria languished throughout the remainder of the decede while the town
continued to st adde fundingfor the project. TheJournal ssemed to reviveinterest in the memorial in
an articleon March 4, 1890, in which it reported that the town had accumulated nearly $12,000 toward
congtruction costs. I naddition, it was reported that Dr. W. H. Stowe, president of the Young Men's
Library Association, hed secured $3,000 toward the purchase of a vacant |ot & the comer of Fleasant and
Central Streets, and, once purchased, would donate the lot to the town for the construction of the
memorid building. TheJournal dso expressad some congernation a the town's seeming inactivity over
beginning construction:

(continued)
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Our Grand Army boys are feeling somewha sore and impetient over the
town's dday in erecting asoldiers memoria of someform, and it is not
drange, when we remember that aquarter of acentury hes dgpssd snce
the dose of the war, and that it will not be many yearsuntil there are none
of the old soldiers left to enjoy whatever the town may do for them.

The article praised the efforts of the town government to provide funding for the memoria without resorting
to additiona taxation, but urged the town to "take hold of the metter and do something.”

At atown meseting held in April it was voted to procesd with plans for awar memorid a acod not to
exceed $20,000. Inaddition to the funds dreedy in the treasury, the town treasurer was ingructed to
negotiate aloan not to excesd $20,000 to pay the baance on the memorid building and to provide for any
other purposes reaed to the project. Thetownsgpeople let it be known that they desired a handsome
sructure that would be centrally located and that would be an ornament for the community. A building
committee was sdected, with Dr. Slowe as its chairman, and on May 2, 1890, the Journal reported that the
committee had acogpted plans submitted by architect Robert H. Robertson of New Y ork.

Robertson, who lived from 1849 until 1919, practiced primarily in New Y ork during a successftil career that
goanned more than forty years, he iscredited with the 1901 design of the Blantyre esatein Lenox. In an
article on Robertson's carear published in Architectural Record in December 1897, Montgomery Schuyler
destribesthe architect as having shown himself to be an eclectic desgner producing buildingsin a veriety
of styles, but being particularly adept a Romanesque, "which he took up in his own way and arrived a his
own expression init."

After graduating from Rutgers University, Robertson begen his carear in 1875 in asociation with
William A. Potter, designing ecclesiagtical and collegiate buildingsprimarily in New York City, as well
& Witherspoon Hall a Princeton University in New Jersey. In practice on his own from the mid-1880s,
Robertson continued to design churches but expanded his practice to include commercid, ingtitutional,
and residentia buildings. He ssamed to concentrate on designing in the Romanesgue style throughout
the 1880sand 1890s with notable works from this period in New York City including: St. James Church
(1887); the MariaLouisa Home of the YWCA (1890), the Lincoln Building (1890; NRHP 1980); S.
Luke's Church (1892); the Com Exchange Building (1892); the Office of the American Tract Company
(1894); &. Paul's Methodist Episcopa Church (1896); and the Park Row Building (1897). Schuyler
notesthat Robertson seamed to be especidly fascinated by the skyscraper, the newest architectural
phenomenon of the day, of which the writer remarks that "every New Y orker knows by sight the
Lincoln, the Mohawk, the Mclntyre, the Com Exchange Bank, and the building of the Tract Society."
The Park Row Building, aClassca Reviva skystrgper completed in 1899, was the world'stallest
building a the time of its construction. Robertson adso desgned grand private residences outside of New
York City during this period: the Governor Asa Bushnedll House in Springfield, Ohio (1887) isin the
(continued)
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Romanexque style and the Dr. Matthew Warner House in Irvington, New York (1896; NRHP 1989) is
Late English Gothic.

Although PAmer Memorid Hall israther plain in comparison to Robertson's other works, it nonethdess
dandsout as afineloca example of the Romanesgue style, with massve arched entry, hipped roof with
cross gables, recessad arched windows, and towering geble-end chimneys.  Itscongruction continued an
architectural trend begun locally with Palmer's other Romanesque buildings. Union Depot and Pdmer High
Schoal, as well as regionadly with other Civil War memorid buildings congructed in the Romanesgue style
in nearby Massachusetts towns. The latter indude the previoudy mentioned Monson Memoria Town Hall
and Belchertown's Claop Memorid Library.

Congtruction of Memorial Hall was begun in July 1890 on the lot & the comer of Centrd and Fleasant
Stregtsover the exiging basament of the Waes Building, acommercid building congtructed in 1875 which
hed been moved in 1889 to alot a& the comer of Centrd and Main Strests. Memoria Hall gopears to have
bean built exactly to Robertson's specifications, with the exception that acupola shown a the crest of the
hipped roof on an original rendering was never built. Generd contractor for the project was the Flynt
Building and Congtruction Company of PAmer. The exterior design was executed using many loca
meaterids, including bricksfromthe C. L. Alexander Company in West Brimfield, granite from Monson,
and browngtone from Longmeadow. The interior was handsomdy gppointed with wainscoting, a decorative
daircase, tile fireplaces, presssd metd ceilings, and quartered osk and southem pine floors. Memorid Hall
was completed in March 1891.

The library was dedicated with greet ceremony on April 29, 1891, accompanied by soesches prayer, ad
patriotic music. One particularly passionate dedication, as reported the next day in the Springfield
(Massachusetts) Republican, was ddivered by Dr. C. H. Eaton of New Y ork City, aformer pagior of the
Pdmer Universalist Church:

The dream of generations has become aredlity, a beautiful and
convenient home for the thoughts, words, and works of the megter spirits
of the world risesinyour midst. Luster is added to the present occason
when we remember that here in solid brick and stone are symbolized and
united two dements essentid to nationd life: knowledge and

patriotism. Here israised a monument like the Roman tower, on which
thefires of patriotism bum forever, guarded by reverent minds. . .. This
building is evidence that Pdmer desiresto embam in its memory the
lives of soldiers, of heroes and a the same time, by intelligence,
enlarge, srengthen and purify the livesof its people.

(continued)
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After twenty-six years, thetown finally had afinememoria building to commemorate the 216 men from
Pamer who had served the Union during the Civil War. Twenty-two of these men hed perished in the war.
The handsome auditorium on the upper floor of the building was dedicated solely to use by the loca pogt of
the Grand Army of the Republic and the Women's Relief Corps, an auxiliary of theG. A. R. The PAmer G.
A. R. pogt was named after Lucius L. Merrick, asargeant in the Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Infantry who
hed died of wounds received a the Battle of the Wildernessin Sgatember 1864. A smdl bronze tablet a
the landing of the front Saircase leading up tothe G. A. R. hal commemorates Merrick. Also a the landing
ae eight marble tablets recording the names of al 216 Pdmer veterans. A gained glasswindow in the G.
A. R. hal memoridizes another veteran, J. H. Smith, who had died in 1889; the window was donated by his
widow. Insde the hall, an anchor hangsfrom one of the massve ceiling trusses, representing Palmer's

Civil War navd veterans. G. A. R. medtings were held by the Merrick Post in Memoria Hall until 1919;
the post wes ladt listed in the PAmer Directory in 1921. In the 1920s alarge granite boulder was placed in
thefront yard a the southwest comer of the building with a plague commemorating Pamer's World Wer |
veterans, thus continuing the use of the property as amemorid through the nation's next greet war. No
additiona war memorias have been placed on the property.

TheYoung Men's Library Association moved its collection into the first floor of Memoria Hall in oring
1891. Head librarian O. P. Allen gated in the 1892 Young Men'sLibrary Association Annua Town Report
his hope that the new library would incresse the fortunes of the library.

Next to the church and the schoal, the public library isone of the mogt
important factorsin the education and enlightenment of the masses... We
haveabuilding every way worthy of thetown, onewhich dicitsthe praise
of srangerswho visit it. Thetown will certainly take pridein sustaining
an ingtitution which hes dready become an attractive feature, the benefits
of which will increese as time goes on.

Despite its new permanent facilities, however, the Library Association faced difficult timesfor severd
years. Thetown's annud appropriation for the library remained static a $500 and circulation actually
declined for the first severd yearsin Memoria Hall. By 1898 the annud appropriation had increesed to
$1,000 and 783 residents hed become patrons. The library was open 300 days per year and provided
twenty periodicalsand 5,530 volumes. Circulation had risen to 16,000 volumes per year, more than
doublethat of 1892 During the decede 1910-1920, the library continued to modernize its policies,
instituting open stacks, a longer borrowing period, achildren'sroom, branch librariesin Three Rivers
and Thomdike, schoal library centers, and acatalog system st up by aprofessiona cataloger provided
by the Free Public Library Commission of Massachusetts Memorid funds hed been established by
sverd patrons to hep augment the library's annud budget. The library's motto during this period
became "greater facilities, greeter opportunities, and greater worth." By 1920, the town appropriation
hed risen to $4,000; the library owned 14,500 volumes and recorded acirculation of 56,499. During the
(continued)
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Great Depression of the 1930s the library budget was cut by one-third, yet it experienced an all-time high
circulation of 81,945 volumesin 1932, apesk that would not be reached again until 1971.

Thefirst floor library in Memoria Hall dso sarved as hometo various other cultural and civic groups
during its early years, including the Natural History Society, the Quaboag Literary Circle, the Agricultura
Society, and the PAmer Higtorical Society. Dr. W. H. Stowe, who sarved as president of both the Library
Asociation and the Natural History Society in the 1830s and early 1890s dso agread to allow the library to
exhibit hisentire collection of antiquities, including "old crockery, curios, numerous rare, ancient books,
and over 1,000 pamphlets” Part of hisrare book collection included first editions of the Farmer's
Almanac. Oneof the more interegting itemsin the collection gppeers to have bean the lock and key to
Grave's Tavern, which had been located on the road to Springfield (Route 20) during the Revolutionary
War, and where Generd George Washington was supposed to have sopped and taken amed.

Dr. Stowe placed two conditions upon hisdonating the collection to the Y oung Men's Library Association:
first, the library would provide gppropriate exhibit sheves, and, second. Dr. Slowewould retain ownership
of the collection sothat he could sdll itin case he nesded financid assganceas he grew older. In 1892, the
library raised $300 by private subscription to build fine wood and glassdisplay cabinets for Dr. Stowe's
antiquities in the rear reference room. Although these cabinets still sand in their original location, they no
longer hold their origina contents. The library isno longer in passesson of Dr. Stowe's collection and
nothing isknown of itswheregbouts. Dr. Stoweretired from the Library Association presidency in 1896
duetoill hedth.

The 1960s and 1970s were years of significant changefor the library. 1n 1963, the Young Men'sLibrary
Association rdinquished control of the library to thetown. The Pdmer Public Library joined the
Massachusatts Westemn Regiond Public Library System, bookmobile service begen, and date aid was
requested for the first time. In 1977, because of goaceredraints, the library moved to its present location
in aformer A & P Supermarket on Main Street. Sincethe 1980s the PAmear Senior Center has occupied
the library's former Main Reading Room, Reference Room, and Stacks. The PAmer Redeve opment
Authority occupies the former Boys Reading Room. The second floor G. A. R. Hall was gtabilized in
the 1990s and isnow used as additional meeting goace by the town.

Depite its changeof use Pdmer Memoria Hall hes saen few physicd changes over the years: an agphdt
roof hes replaced the original date, first in the 1950s and most recently in 1995; an exterior rear acoess
ramp and an interior eevator have bean ingtdled; pressad meta ceilings and woodenf| oorshave bean
covered but not removed; six original wooden windows on the ssocond floor have been replaced with
duminum saeh; and asmall brick shed addition was built onto the south elevation. A smal wooden sign
bearing the words "Pamer Senior Center”" has been attached to the front archway. Noneof these changes

(continued)
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hes significantly diminished the building's historical Dr architectura integrity. Pdmer Memoria Hall ad
its assodated World War | memoria gand as proud rememborances of the town's veterans, and the hall
continues to provide useful civic goacefor town activities.

Archaeological Significance

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potentid to document a 19th century
commercid building in PAmer, later moved, and the extent to which it's remaining foundation and
basament sructure were incorporated into the Memoria Hall design. Potentid constmction festures can
hep document mid 19" century congmction techniques.  Archaeologicd testing might aso recover
information relating to patternsof 19%th century architectura reuse Portions of the original Waes Building
foundation and basament may have bean modified or bandoned during congtruction of the later Memoria
Hall structure.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Boundary Description

The boundaries of the property addressed in thisNationa Regider nomination are those shown as Lot 203
on Sheet 58 of the mgps of the town assessor of Pdmer, Massachusatts Thislot is located a the southwest
comer of the intersection of Central and Heasant Stregtsin the Town of Pamer.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of the property addressad in this nomination encomypess al of the land originally acquired in
1890 for congruction of PAmer Memoria Hall.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Rebecca Shrimpton Date: April 1999
Negativeson file with photographer

8x10"

L Northwest elevation. View looking esst

4x6"

2. Front portico. View looking southeest

3. Northeest (Sde) and southeedt (rear) devations. View looking west

4. Interior, first floor clerestory. View looking west

5 Interior, stairwell with memorid plagque, looking down from sscond floor. View looking southeest
6. Interior, sscond floor GAA.R. Hall. View from bacony looking southeest

7. Interior, sscond floor, Sained glass window in G.AA.R. Hall. View looking northesst
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

July 28, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Hlaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Pdmer Memorid Hall, 1029 Centrd Street, PAmer (Hampden Co.), Mass.

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the Sate Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
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cc. Michadl Strzemienski, Chair, PAmer Board of Sdectmen
SaendraNichols, Chair, PAmer Higtorica Commission
Rebecca Shrimpton, Presarvation Consultant
Michad Marciniec, PAmer Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax:(617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
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