AREA FORVI NO.

FORM B - BUILDING 4

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108

Town REHOBOTH
Address 116 Summea St.

| Historic Name Nathaniel Drown House

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple to left side of form Use: Present residence
Photo number Original residence
DESCRIPTION:
Date 1750

Source architectural detail
Style CGeorgi an
Architect  unknown
Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Qut bui | di ngs see text

Maj or alterations (with dates) see text

Moved no Dat e
UTM:  19/312440/4634410 Approx. acreage  one
Recorded byieslie C. Abernathy I 1| Setting 75 Feet fromroad on rise,
Organization Rehoboth Historical Commission ganbrel flank t nrnad

Date April 1976; revised 1981

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARH TECTURL. S OGN H CANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildingsw thin the connnunity.)

The Nat haniel Drown House |s one of the least altered m deighteenth century ganbrel

houses, a once nunerous style extant in Rehoboth. Recent restoration uncovered original

flooring, fireplaces, and angle-nmatched feather-edged panellingin two second floor

dividing walls which had not been visible. The panellingand sone flooringi s

chestnut and docurments the local onset of chestnut blight. Overall, the house has

retained most of itsoriginal character anddetails which Include horsehair plaster,

pegged wi ndow strip moul di ng and casenents, cased posts, and sinmple panelled mantels.

The east parlor has a horizontal board dado and a central cupboard in the plaster
(Continued)

HSIARCAL SAGNHCANE (Explainthe role owners played m local or state

history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the comaunity.)

The builder of this house is not known. During the Revolution i twas owned by a

Nat haniel Drown, who sold i t i n1785t oSquire Weeler, Jr. 1 nthe early nineteenth
century i twas described by a local resident as having been considered "rather a

poor farm' (Blanding Ms.). I n1850, i t belonged t oJohn Rogerson (Walling), i n

1871 toJ. M Goff (Walling), and 24 years later toJohn Wlson with both outbuildings
shown (Everts and R chards). | nlight of this rapid (for Rehoboth) turnover, i t

appears that Blanding's assessment of the farnls |imitations nmay have been correct.

As one of a handful of ganbrel cottages remaining in Rehoboth and particularly
wel | -preserved, the Nathaniel Drown House neets criterion C of the National
Register individually.

BLI G3RAPWand/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)
Snape, Sue Ellen. Mghty Liberty Men, 1976, pp.120, 142, 152.

QM - 7/82
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Indicate each itemon inventory formv*iich i s being continued bel ow

Architectural Significance (Continued)

wal | above t he mantel.

There i ssone evidence t osuggest anearlier date for the western portion of the
house than the east. | naddition t osupposed structural evidence nowhidden one
must step up into theeast roomfrom the central entrance hall andeach half of
the house hasitsowncellar accessible only from the outside.

Aside from inevitable convenience modernizations which have not altered major
features, significant additions have been thesmall west el | anda ca. 1935

rear addition. The former, probably dated t othe md-nineteenth century, has a
"chimey on a stack" at itswest end. |t appears largely i nthe original condition,
al though the fenestration hasbeen changed in thefront. Therear el | has done
substantial damage t oa small portion of the back of the house - therear central
roomand t heexternal mass - otherwi se the house i sunscathed.

A pre-1840 barn andm d-nineteenth century carriage shed areboth i ngood condition.
They areset close together at right angles andconnected by a small privy shed of
cont enpor aneous or slightly later date.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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8. Significance

gmeVim 4rirm siilUif

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliograpliical References

10. Oeographical Pata

AcPMQt of nomtnstsd property
Ouvxi)iintft« nam*
UMIT RotarancM
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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national ttata local
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached
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sheet

202 272- 3504









116 Sunmer Street
Nat hani el Drown House (form42)

Town of Rehoboth Property Mp
scal e 1"=200' 1978
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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