
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black S white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

Recorded by Marao Webber 

Organization Anderson Notter Finegold Inc. 

Date June, 1981 

Area Form no. 

3000 12 3 

Town Sprinqfield 

Address 7-9 stockbridge Stcaat 
I 

H i s t o r i c Name Guenther & Handel's /j ' /ac^K^ 

Use: O r i g i n a l shops, rooms 

Present Off ices 

Ownership: C3I Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr ivate organizat ion 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner br idge 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1845 

Source steams Directory , 1858 

Style Greek Revival (vemacular) 

A r c h i t e c t — unknown 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c Brick 

Outbuildings î one 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates] 

Sensit ive renovation to o f f i c e s , 1977 

Moved no Date N/A 

Assessor's Map #312 
UTM Ref: 18/699580/4663560 
Spr ing f i e ld South Qxiadrangle (Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 

Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre 

Se t t ing Urban context; on narrow side 

s t reet and set w i t h i n a streetscape of 

s imi la r ly - sca led bu i ld ings , and recent 

pub l i c improvements. 



C r i t e r i a Statement: 7-9 iStockbridge St ree t possesses i n t e g r i t y of Loca t i on , des ign , s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s and workmanship. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s clontinuous roLe i n S p r i n g f i e l d l s -
commercial h i s t o r y , and as one of only two remaini ng'"mi d -n i neteenth century commercial 
b u i l d i n g s t o preserve i t s e a r l y form and f e a t u r e s . Thus, i t meets c r i t e r i o n A as a 
rare rep resen ta t i ve of downtown S p r i n g f i e l d ' s ear l y commercial development and c r i t e r i o n 
C as a r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t example of the Greek Rev iva l s t y l e as i t deve loped . loca l l y . 

.ARCHITECTUR.U SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This b u i l d i n g i s the t h i r d o l d e s t s t r u c t u r e s t i l l ex t an t w i t h i n the M u l t i p l e 
A - Z : Resource Area. I t was o r i g i n a l l y one i n a s e r i e s o f s i m i l a r b l o c k s , the o thers 

, o f which have s ince been removed or i n s e n s i t i v e l y remodel led . I t i s a good 
fMQuple o f mid-19th century a r c h i t e c t u r e and t y p i f i e s many b u i l d i n g s o f the 
p e r i o d , almost a l l o f which were s \ ± ) s e q u e n t l y demolished f o r l a r g e r commercial 
b l o c k s . 

The b u i l d i n g i s t h r ee s t o r i e s h i g h and f o u r bays w i d e . The east bay has only 
a doorway, capped by a broad stone l i n t e l , w h i l e the r e s t o f the ground f l o o r 
has a l a rge p e r i o d s t o r e f r o n t . The upper bay openings are framed by s t r a i g h t 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

This b u i l d i n g was one o f a s e r i e s cons t ruc t ed i n the 1840's on Stockbridge 
S t r e e t . The s t r e e t was l a i d out i n 1839 by Elam S tockb r idge , and he f o l l o w e d 
by b u i l d i n g a s e r i e s o f s t r u c t u r e s s i m i l a r t o t h i s b l o c k which formed a . 
cohesive u n i t o f s tores and rooms. S tockbr idge r e t a i n e d ownership o f the b \ r L l d -

' i n g , l e a s i n g i t t o va r ious t enan t s , who i n 1858 i n c l u d e d F rede r i ck G o f f , a 
bootmaker. The ground f l o o r shop l a t e r became a g r o c e r y / d e l i c a t e s s e n , which 
f r o m 1888-93, was run by a Mr. Greim. The grocery was s o l d i n 1893 t o Peter 
Vogel who managed i t f o r another t en years . 

I n 1913, the bi is iness was again s o l d , t h i s t ime t o E m i l Guenther and h i s 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , Richard Handel, who i n t h a t year e s t a b l i s h e d Guenther and . •, 4, 
Handel Co . , a d e l i and fancy grocery s t o r e . They came t o S p r i n g f i e l d f rom 
F i t c h b u r g , a f t e r hav ing managed a s i m i l a r type o f business i n t h a t c i t y . 
The shop gained an e x c e l l e n t r e p u t a t i o n f o r fancy g roce r i e s impor ted f rom 
aroimd t h e w o r l d . The k i t c h e n was l o c a t e d on the b u i l d i n g ' s second f l o o r , 

fe, Handel d i e d i n 1915 and Guenther i n 1934, bu t the shop remained i n f a m i l y -s 
ownership a t t h i s same l o c a t i o n i m t i l 1972. I t was s o l d b u t r e t a i n e d i t s 
name i m t i l 1973, when i t r e l o c a t e d t o 1588 Main S t r e e t . Guenther & Handel 
remains a l ong - s t and ing and wel l -known f i r m which became a l o c a l " i n s t i t u t i o n " , 
known f o r i t s q u a l i t y s e rv i ce and miasual merchandise. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Steams D i r e c t o r y , 1858 
S p r i n g f i e l d S t r ee t D i r e c t o r i e s 
C i t y At lases 
S p r i n g f i e l d Union, September 6, 1973 
S p r i n g f i e l d Union, September 15, 1953 

S p r i n g f i e l d Republ ican, October 6 , 1963 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CoranLinity: 

S p r i n g f i e l d 

Form No: 

12 3 

P r o p e r t y Name: Guenther & Handel ' s 

Indicate each item on in-ventory fonn vrfiidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . The c o m i c e cons i s t s o f a s i n p l e b r i c k d e n t i l band. 
The b u i l d i n g was r e c e n t l y renovated i n a s e n s i t i v e manner which preserves 
and enhances the o r i g i n a l cha rac te r o f t h e facade. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

4atiemi Pait uniL* Substantive. Esvie« 

Guenther Sc Handel's Block (Downtown Springfield 
MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Qua- .-.^////-^ - y^y^^yy^ 
Action: ACCEPT ^ ^— 

raaubmission / ^ R g T i i R M ^ V j ^ ^ k ^ 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant R E J E C T 
ownar objaction / Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest ^ appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's comma 

D i a e i p l l n i i 

naf> / X / ^ ^ - ^ / f ^ 
a*a continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: _ X . technical corrections cited beiow 
. . . . substant iva raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

ty^. Descr ip t ion 

, asAaMoM tfatsrtontad unanvao o'tQina' sua 

'summary paragraph 
_ V completeness 

\y clarity 
alterattons/integrity 

j / datas 
' A boundary selection 



.A^.— 
>^8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

la—. summary paragraph 
A-, completeness 
V. 

r. 
c lar i ty 

^ -epplicable c r i te r ia 
7_ jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

, checiced 
^ relating significance to 
. the resource 

A context 
ralat ionship of in tegr i ty 

.>y to significance 
a. jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 

other 

9. Major B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s 

^ 10 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

11 , F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic P r e s e r v a t i o n Off icer Cer t i f i ca t ion 

. muaemi atm )ect 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

S i g n e d — ^ ^ ^ fij^//^^ J natP / 2 ^ L L J f 7 ^ Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

United Sta tes Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item numljer 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spr ingf ie ld M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

_31. Hibernian Block Enterel f n t i e 

BntereJ Tn tHa 

Date/Signature 

eeper ^ ' P ( A / f ^ i - . ^ ^ y ^ ^ y 

Attest 
raxerea i n tha 

^2. Mcintosh Building National Eeglater ^Keeper / A I L A - ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ V ^ / / ^ > 

Attest 

'"33. W i l l y ' s Overland Block National Ee^-lster 

^Keeper ,y^(AA^-^--^y/^- '^6^ A - y A ' ^ 

Attest • 
Bntere<? Tn t i e 
na t ional Eegtatea-. ^ e p e x iZA'A^^^-^.^yi^^^c^ V ^ / ^ 

Haynes Hotel Waters 
Bui lding 

Attest 

^5. Springfield District 5ui3at_^Ijii2fl ReJ^^^^^ Keeper jjli^^ yiuA^Ak^A AT^/TI 
Count ' - r — 7 -

'̂ JS. Walker Building 

Attest 
T 

Enterea I n t 5« 
Nat 

ered in tue . ^ 
ional Register ftteeper /yy\)Uy'r-L--^-^^y^,....^ y ^ / / ^ } 

Attest 

Entered Tn I /, ^ / / 
"37. United Electric Company National Register f^Ceeper y i y / i ) 

Bulled ing 

'^8. Radding Bui ld ing 

Attest 

Attest 

L39. Spr ingf i e ld F i re & Marine 
Insurance Company 

"ntere 

Attest 

40. Guenther & Handel's ^^"^^^j^g^g^tisa itevitt* Keeper 

Attest 

/ifeeper ^LtX^a-.--..-.^;^^^<,<^ V ^ ^ ^ - ^ 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S fVALUATION / RETURN S H t 

•<H»4 StatM 
tional Park torrtea 

Bu-br,tc.r.tive Review. 

Guenther & Handel's Block (Downtown 
Springfield MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 

rasubmisaion 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantive Raviaw: sampla raquest 

Working Wo. / W / ^ ^ ^ 
Fad. Rag. 0ata?__ZSIX22 
Data Diim:__^Z/El 

sampla raquest 

Action: -J==rAC C E PTY ^ fA^ 
RETURN 
R E J E C T 

Fadaral Agancy: 

appeal MR decision 

ir 's comments: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia ^ ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ nacom. / uritaria ~ 
R a v I a w r y Z l ^ A ^ J ' 

D»f—L1AIL. 
a M continuation ahaet 

• Nomination raturnad for; . technical corrections cited balow 
.substantive reasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
Clar i ty 
-appticable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of araas 

checiced 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
ra lat ionship of i r i tegr i ty 

to signi f icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
othar 

9» Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
> « < — W — < H H I I I T | • 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

f 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 35C 









f 550 RIDGE ROAD 
WILBRAHAM, MA. 01095 

AUGUST 18, 1982 

MS. PATRICIA L. WESLOWSKI 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
294 WASHINGTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA. 02108 

DEAR MS. WESLOWSKI, 

IN RFSPONSE TO YOUR LETTER QF JULY 27, 1982, PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT 

I AM IN FAVOR OF MY PROPERTY LOCATED AT 7 - 9 STOCKCRIDGE STREET, 

SPRINGFIELD, MA., V.'HICH IS LOCATED IN THE SPRINGFIELD MULTIPLE RESOURCE 

AREA, BEING NUMIhJATED TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES. 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

>AALA^ 
MADELINE R. ZORZI i 


