FOM B - BU LDO NG Area Form no.

MASSACH EETTS H STCRI CAL GOMM SSI ON 3000 123
294 \Washington Street, Boston, NM\02108

Town Springfield
Address 7-9stockbridge Stcaat

Historic Nare Guenther & Handel's /j'/ac"K?

OO (3X3" or 3X5", bl ack S whit e) Use: Original Shops1 rooms
Staple toleft side of form
Phot o nunber Present Offices

Ownership: C3l Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original owner bridge
KETCH M
Draw map showi ng property's DESCRIPTION:
location i nrelation t o nearest
cross streets and other buildings Date 1845
or geographical features.
I ndicate north. Source steams Directory, 1858
Style Greek Revival (vemacular)
Architect — unknown
Exterior wall fabric Brick
Outbuildings i“one
Major alterations (with dates]
Sensitive renovation to offices, 1977
Moved no Date NA
Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre
Recorded by Marao Vé¢bber Setting Urban context; on narrow side
Organi zati on Anderson Notter FinegoldlInc. street and set within a streetscape of
Date June, 1981 similarly-scaled buildings, and recent

Assessor's Map #312 public improvements.

UM Ref: 18/699580/4663560
Springfield South Qxiadrangle (Staple additional sheets here)



Criteria Statement: 7-9 iStockbridge Street possesses integrity of Location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship. It is significant for its clontinuous roLe in Springfieldls -
commercial history, and as one of only two remaini ng"mid-ni neteenth century commercial
buildings to preserve its early form and features. Thus, it meets criterion A as a

rare representative of downtown Springfield's early commercial development and criterion

C as a relatively intact example of the Greek Revival style as it developed.locally.

ARCHITECTURU 3SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features axd
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This building is the third oldest structure still extant within the Multiple
A-Z: Resource Area. It was originally one in a series of similar blocks, the others
, of which have since been removed or insensitively remodelled. It is a good

fMQuple of mid-19th century architecture and typifies many buildings of the
period, almost all of which were s\t)sequently demolished for larger commercial
blocks.

The building is three stories high and four bays wide. The east bay has only

a doorway, capped by a broad stone lintel, while the rest of the ground floor

has a large period storefront. The upper bay openings are framed by straight

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and howv the building relates to the development of the community)

This building was one of a series constructed in the 1840's on Stockbridge
Street. The street was laid out in 1839 by Elam Stockbridge, and he followed
by building a series of structures similar to this block which formed a
cohesive unit of stores and rooms. Stockbridge retained ownership of the b\rLId-
ing, leasing it to various tenants, who in 1858 included Frederick Goff, a
bootmaker. The ground floor shop later became a grocery/delicatessen, which
from 1888-93, was run by a Mr. Greim. The grocery was sold in 1893 to Peter
Vogel who managed it for another ten years.

In 1913, the biisiness was again sold, this time to Emil Guenther and his
brother-in-law, Richard Handel, who in that year established Guenther and . %4
Handel Co., a deli and fancy grocery store. They came to Springfield from
Fitchburg, after having managed a similar type of business in that city.
The shop gained an excellent reputation for fancy groceries imported from
aroimd the world. The kitchen was located on the building's second floor,

fe, Handel died in 1915 and Guenther in 1934, but the shop remained in family s
ownership at this same location imtil 1972. It was sold but retained its
name imtil 1973, when it relocated to 1588 Main Street. Guenther & Handel
remains a long-standing and well-known firm which became a local "institution",
known for its quality service and miasual merchandise.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Steams Directory, 1858

Springfield Street Directories

City Atlases

Springfield Union, September 6, 1973
Springfield Union, September 15, 1953

Springfield Republican, October 6, 1963
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET CoranLinity: Fam Na

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCMASJON

" Springfield 123
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: Guenther & Handel's

Indicate each item on in-ventory fonn vrfiidi is being continued beow.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

stone lintels and sills. The comice consists of a sinple brick dentil band.
The building was recently renovated in a sensitive manner which preserves
and enhances the original character of the facade.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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f 550 R DGE ROAD
WLBRAHAM MA 01095

AUGEBT 18, 1982

M PATRAA L. VESL.O/MK
BEXEQUT VE O RECTCR

MASSACH SETTS H STCRI CAL QOMM SSI ON
STATE H STOR C PRESERVATI ON GFF CER
294 VWASH NGTON STREET

BOSTAN MA 02108

CEAR M VESLO/MKT,

IN RFSPONSE TO YORR LETTER F JULY 27, 1982, PLEASE BE ADM SED THAT
I AM I NFAVOR OF W PROPERTY LGCATED AT 7 - 9 STAKCR D&E STREET,
SPRINGFI ELD, MA, VM'HGHI SLGCATED | NTHE SPR NGFI ELDMULTI PLE RESOLRCE

AREA, BEI NG NOM hJATED TO THE NATI ONAL REQ STER F H STCRI C PLACES.

S NCERELY YORS,

>AALAN

MADELI NER. ZORZI i



