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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on Vermont Route 12 in Bethel, McKenstry Manor is a two-story, 
post and beam frane structure, with a hip roof, set on a low fieldstone 
foundation. The main rectangular structure is five bays wide and three 
bays deep. The house is covered with asbestos shingles over wooden 
clapboards. In the central bay of the first story of the main (east) 
facade is the main entryway; a Georgian style doorway with a semi circular 
head light, a broken pediment and panelled pilasters flanked by 4 over 4 
3/4 length sidelights which originally had small dentiled heads identical 
to those on the Palladian window. A well proportioned Palladian window, 
located directly above the doorway, has a wooden keystone in the central 
arch^and is flanked by flat arched windows with small proportioned 
dentiled heads. The second floor windows retain theiroriginal 12/12 sash 
and butt the boxed cornice. The north and south sides of the house contain 
three bays with simple molded surrounds. The winter kitchen is situated 
in the west (rear) elevation, and protrudes from the main block of the 
building to form a 1 1/2 story ell containing :the summer k'itchen and wood 
sheds; this area was the original and earlier part of the house.

The original plan of the house remains intact, and follows plate 31 of 
Asher Benjamin's Country Builder's Assistant, with the exception of the 
protruding front wings and circular staircase shown in the Benjamin plan. 
Four interior fireplaces with federal mantels remain intact, located in the 
first and second floor front (east) rooms.

The original acreage of the property, as held by McKenstry, is still intact, 
currently - owned by- the Ke llogg family. The lands cape s ugges ts' - a: 19 th century- 
vintage, with the original stone post fence still standing. A barn complex, 
including the original McKens try Barn, 'stands across the street. Current 
plans call for the preservation of the nineteenth century McKenstry barn, 
with the removal of the later barn buildings, unfortunately in deteri 
orated condition, and a safety hazard to the owners 1 family. The later 
barns date from the mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

McKenstry Manor is an excellent example of an elegant country farmhouse 
built in the first quarter of the nineteenth century. The design for the 
house is attributed to the architect-carpenter, Joseph Emerson. Alvan 
McKenstry , the original owner and builder^was a local Bethel entrepreneur 
who, besides his farm, owned the old Bethel House Hotel (entered in the 
National Register September 3, 1976) which he willed in 1845 to the Town 
of Bethel,along with the McKenstry Fund, for the support of Bethel's 
poor,' however, these were dissipated within a few years.

The original 1783 house,which Alvan McKenstry added to by 1810, is the 
present 1 1/2 story ell and woodshed. The interior architectural detailing 
is largely Federal in style, and is in an excellent state of preservation 
without restoration. The exterior architectural detailing, especially 
the front doorway and Palladian window, lacks any uniformity of scale with 
the building as a whdle. This reflects the vernacular building tradition 
of the carpenter-builder, Joseph Emerson, inspired by architectural 
pattern books common throughout the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
A likely source for the building can be found in Asher Benjamin's Country 
Builder's Assistant, Plates 31 and 32, McKenstry Manor representing a 
country vernacular approach to Benjamin's more detailed plates.

The house's agricultural setting remains intact, and appears to be virtually 
unchanged since the nineteenth century, including the original McKenstry 
barn presently part of a complex across the street. This area was . . ". 
originally considered the town center and: is near the location of the 
militia musters and Bethel parade ground.

Considering its remarkable state of preservation, McKenstry Manor is among 
the few remaining country estates that were planned at the time of the 
settlement of central Vermont by its early settlers.
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