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The New Salem Common Historic D i s t r i c t i s located i n the center of New Salem, Massa­
chusetts at an elevation of apprCKimately 1,000 fee t . The d i s t r i c t i s comprised of 
35 acres and includes the Town common and i t s north and south environs for approximately 
3/4 of a mile. The d i s t r i c t runs along the east and west sides of south Main Street 
from the junction of West Main Street, North Main Street, Wendell Road, and Mil l i n g t o n 
Road southerly to approximately 100 feet beyond Lovers Lane. The twin spires of the 
town's two churches are v i s i b l e from the north and south approaches (#2 and #13). 

The surrounding area i s wooded. The elevation of the v i l l a g e affords a f i n e view of 
the Quabbin Reservoir and surrounding valleys and h i l l s . 

New Salem common Historic D i s t r i c t encompasses 43 buildings and s i t e s . Most of the 
buildings ccntained date from the 19th century. The shaded str e e t , stone walls, and 
open spaces present a serene and r u r a l atmosphere. In 1828 the area was described as 
follows: "The center of the town i s elevated, and enjoys an entensive prospect over 
neighboring valleys...there i s a handsome square common, on which i s situated a good 
meetinghouse, and an acadeity...". Education, r e l i g i o n , town business, and town a c t i v i t y 
have been centered i n the area since the incorporation of New Salem i n 1775. 

Town Common or Meeting House common (#1) now comprises approximately two acres. I t i s 
an area of land which was set aside for conmon use by the f i r s t proprietors, who were 
granted property f o r a plantation i n 1734. The Town of New Salem acquired the common 
i n 1753. From a l l available evidence, the o r i g i n a l common was much larger than the 
present two acres. I t included much of the present day v i l l a g e . The east side was 
used as the t r a i n i n g f i e l d for the m i l i t i a . The south end was for many years used as 
a baseball f i e l d f o r students of the New Salem Academy. Town common was also enployed 
for the New Salem Academy annual reunions, and i n recent years has been the focus for 
"Old Home Day" events. 

F i r s t congregational Church (Unitarian) (#2) i s located on the west side of South 
Main Street, facing the common, on the s i t e of the o r i g i n a l meetinghouse. The church 
was completed on December 1, 1794. The one story, white clapboard, ridge roof structure 
i s approximately 48' x 60' i n size. The foundation i s faced with finished granite 
blocks. Fenestration i s Gothic arched with shutters. Surmounting the building i s a 
steeple which includes a f l a t base with projecting cornice, a simple square b e l f r y with 
a louvered opening on each of i t s four sides, and topped by a hexagonal spire. 

The three bays of the facade are defined by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s . The center bay contains 
a Gothic window. The north and south end bays each contain a simple wooden door 
framed by i t s architrave alone, and headed by a 20 l i g h t Gothic window. The gable 

1^ pediment i s p l a i n clapboards with a date "1794" i n the peak. 

^ The side elevations are four bays deep with Gothic arched windows. They are i d e n t i c a l 
except that shutters have been removed from three of the north elevation windows. The 
rear elevation i s completely sheathed i n clapboard.. .; 

The building was o r i g i n a l l y an Oblong, unornamented building with the gable ends 
facing north and south. The entrance was probably on the south gable end with the 
p u l p i t on the north end. In 1837 the structure was turned 90° around to face east. 
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There i s a scar of an o r i g i n a l porch at the rear (west end, o r i g i n a l south end). 
During t h i s time extensive repairs and alterations were made following the Greek Revival 
style with the construction of a portico and slender columns on the eastern facade. 
I n t e r i o r changes conforming with the exterior changes were also made at t h i s time. I t 
is presumed that the o r i g i n a l pews with button doors and hinged seats were replaced 
by the present box pews at the time of these al t e r a t i o n s . 

In 1862 the columned portico was removed. The steeple was repaired and painted. At 
t h i s time the turned acorn f i n i a l , and a metal weather vane were i n s t a l l e d . Since 
1862 only minor changes have been made including e l e c t r i c a l wiring, the addition of 
a wood burning stove, the removal of the p u l p i t , and the addition of a low platform 
across the west end of the auditorium. This auditorium has no i n t e r i o r support columns. 

Horse Shed (#3) i s located behind the F i r s t Congragational Church, and i s owned by 
the Town of New Salem. The shed was b u i l t i n 1908, and i s i n poor ODndition today. 
I t i s a low wooden structure on a dry stone foundation, and covered by a shed roof 
extending north to south. The f i v e arched openings face east toward the rear of the 
church. There are several granite hitching posts located near the south side. 

Porter J. Eaton House (#4) i s located on the west side of Old Main Street facing the 
common. I t was b u i l t i n 1854 by Porter J. Eaton. I t i s a two story, ridge roof, clap­
board house with a one story e l l and shed added i n 1893. The house was purchased 
by the New Salem Academy i n 1871, and i s now used as a dormitory for students and faculty. 

Stowell Bungalow (#5) is located on the west side of Old Main Street facing the common. 
The house was b u i l t i n 1922 on the s i t e of an early house destroyed by f i r e the 
preceding year. I t i s a 40' long frame bungalow style dwelling with detached shed 
and barn. The building has housed the New Salem Post Office since A p r i l 1958. 

Jonathan Gregory House (#6) i s located on the southwestern corner of Old Main Street 
and South Main Street, and faces north toward the common. The two story house was 
b u i l t between 1815 and 1824. I t i s a ridge roof structure with clapboard ex t e r i o r , 
and a two story e l l with attached barn on the south elevation. The house o r i g i n a l l y 
had a hip roof with east and west end chimneys. At some time p r i o r to 1900 the roof 
was altered to i t s present form, an a t t i c was added, the second story was added to the 
e l l , and a porch was b u i l t across the north facade. 

William H. White House (#7) i s located on the east side of South Main Street. The 
house was b u i l t some time before 1843, and was o r i g i n a l l y a simple Ih story ridge roof 
structure. At some later date, two gable dormers and a one story porch were added 
to the western facade. A small entry porch was added to the south elevation at t h i s 
time. The house i s sheathed i n clapboards, the porches i n shingles. There are two 
chimneys. 
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Academy Hal l (New Dormitory) (#8) is located on the east side of Academy Drive, and 
is owned by New Salem Academy, The structure was b u i l t i n 1871 by Charles A. Merriam 
and Porter J. Eaton of New Salem. I t i s a two story clapboard building with a Mansard 
roof and dormers. There i s a small one story e l l on the south elevation. The building 
o r i g i n a l l y served as a dormitory for students and summer v i s i t o r s . The f i r s t f l o o r 
at one time accommodatedthe Hosehold Arts Department as well as a school cafeteria. 
The second f l o o r has been altered i n order to house an instructor and his family. The 
building has also housed school offices and classrooms, but at the present time i s vacant. 
I t has been well maintained, and alterations have been made only to conform with require­
ments for school buildings. 

New Salem Academy (#9) i s located on the east side of Academy Drive. The two story 
hip roof structure was constructed i n 1908. The exterior walls are concrete block. 
Fenestration i s one/one framed by simple f l a t sandstone architraves. The slate roof 
is topped by an observation deck. The eight bay facade faces west. Five stone steps 
lead to the arched entrance i n a s i x t y foot t a l l o f f center tower which i s crowned 
an octagonal b e l f r y , and surmounted by a dome. There are clocks on the south, west, 
and north sides, of the tower, a l l headed by an overhanging cornice. The b e l f r y contains 
four t a l l arched windows, and quoined corners. The b e l l was transferred from the Old 
Academy Building i n 1908, and was cast by William Blake and Company i n 1872. 

The north and south elevations of the building are six bays deep. The f i r s t f l o o r 
houses the fro n t h a l l , boys and g i r l s dressing rooms, and two 25' square r e c i t a t i o n 
rooms. The second fl o o r contains an assembly h a l l , a r e c i t a t i o n room and o f f i c e space. 
The observation platform on the roof i s reached by a staircase from the a t t i c . 

Old Academy (#10) i s located on the east side of Academy Drive. I t was b u i l t i n 1838 
to replace an e a r l i e r structure which served as an Academy and Town House, and was 
destroyed by f i r e on October 4, 1837. Old Academy i s a 2h story, clapboard structure. 
Fenest r a t i o n i s 2/2 on the f i r s t and second stories, 12/12 i n the gables, a l l framed 
by t h e i r architraves alone. The t h i r d f l o o r i s groined. The building rests on a 
quarried granite foundation with a shallow c e l l a r supported by granite posts. The 
wa l l and p a r t i t i o n construction is of 1" thick boards l a i d face tn face with h" plaster 
lapping. There are no j o i s t s or lathes except i n the c e i l i n g and f l o o r s . The ridge 
roof has an east end chimney, and i s surmounted at the facade by a four sided b e l l 
tower and b e l f r y . Both stages of t h i s steeple are crowned by a balustrade with spires 
on each corner. The three bay symmetrical facade faces west. The center is a six panel 
door flanked by f i v e l i g h t windows and headed by an eight l i g h t window, a l l framed 
by a molded entablature. The triangular pedimented gable contains twelve windows. 
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The i d e n t i c a l north and south elevations are four bays deep. The rear elevation has 
three windows on the f i r s t story, four on the second, and two i n the gable. The 
only a l t e r a t i o n to the building was that the 12/12 windows on the f i r s t f l o o r were 
replaced by 2/2 windows i n 1879. 

Center Grammar School (#11) i s located on the east side on South Main Street. I t i s 
a one story, two room clapboard elementary school b u i l t between 1810-1817. I t is 

^ the only remaining d i s t r i c t school i n the area. The o r i g i n a l one room schoolhouse 
was remodeled to i t s present state i n 1941-1942. 

Center Cemetery (#12) consists of approximately three acres on the east side of 
South Main Street. I t i s separated from adjoining land by stone walls on three sides, 
and by a wroght iron fence along the west side facing the street. Standing j u s t 
outside the fence are a row of granite hitching posts. The cemet%y is the oldest 
burying ground i n New Salem. The e a r l i e s t stone i s dated 1745. There are more than 
65 carved stones which r e f l e c t a variety of colonial period and early Federal f o l k 
a r t designs. The stone monuments have recently been repaired under a project for 
the town's Bicentennial program. 

Third Congregational Church (#13) i s situated on approximately h acre of former common 
or town land. The church society was organized i n 1845, and held t h e i r meetings i n 
the Town House u n t i l 1854 when the Congregational Church was erected. I t was b u i l t 
by George Howe of Orange at a cost of $1,200. I t i s a white clapboard ridge roof 
structure of approximately 30' x 40' i n size. A wide molded entablature encircles 
the b u ilding. There are chamferred Ddric pilaVters at the four corners, and two 
chimneys on the eastern end. Fenestration i s 12/12, with f l a t architraves and shaped 
l i n t e l s on the main f l o o r , and 6/6 i n the basement. The east facade entrances on the 
eastern and western ends. Four stone steps lead to the four panel doors. There i s 

,̂ a window at the center, below the pla i n gable. At the east end of the north elevation 
i s a shed roof open entry porch to the basement. The church i s surmounted by a two 

i stage square b e l l tower with four louvered openings i n the b e l f r y , and i s crowned by 
a spire. The b e l l was recast from one i n the Enfield, Massachusetts Congregational • 
Church (this town no longer e x i s t s ; i t i s new the Quabbin Reservoir area). In I 
1895 the Church was moved twenty feet to the West, and was s l i g h t l y raised. At that ' 
time a vestry was added. The North Dana Universalist Society (also i n the Quabbin 
Reservoir area) gave the church pews, a pipe organ, and a p u l p i t i n 1937. The gallery 
was remodeled and a f i r e escape was added during that same year. 

House Sheds (#14) are located behind the Town Hall. I t i s a simple gabled structure, 
three bays wide. The foundation i s of dry stone. One section may have been constructed 
in 1894. The date of the remaining sections i s unknown. The sheds are scheduled 
to be razed. 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS use ONLY 

RECEIVED ^ P R T P, 1977 

DATE ENTERED APR 1 5 ̂ ^78 

I 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

New Salem Common Historic D i s t r i c t 7 4 

Old Town Hall (#15) i s owned by the Town of New Salem. I t was b u i l t i n 1838 from 
surplus U. S. revenue accumulated i n the U.S. Treasury during the Jacksonian admini­
s t r a t i o n which was dis t r i b u t e d akong the states. The one story, ridge roof, white 
clapboard building i s approximately 28' x 30' i n size. I t s i t s on a quarried granite 
foundation. There i s a chimney on the west end. A wide f l a t entablature runs beneath 
the overhanging eaves. The corner boards are pl a i n . Fenestration i s 12/12. The 

^ windows and the four panel entrance door on the two bay wide eastern facade are 
o r i g i n a l . The triangular pedimented gable on the facade i s pl a i n . The building 
was s l i g h t l y altered, by the addition of a kitchen e l l on the west elevation. A brick 
v a u l t was added at some time. The structure was used as a town h a l l u n t i l the present 
Town Hall was b u i l t i n 1939. In 1970, the building was converted for the use of 
the public l i b r a r y , which was moved there from the Old Academy bu i l d i n g (#10) . No 
changes were made to the basic structure. 

W. W. I . Honor Ro l l Stone Monument (#16) was erected by the Town of New Salem i n 

1920. 

Site of the F i r s t Meeting House Stone Marker (#17) was erected i n 1903 by the town. 
I t marks the s i t e of the f i r s t meeting house, b u i l t i n 1739. By vote of the town 
i n 1793 the building was moved to the northeast corner of the common, and was repaired 
so as to be suitable for an academy and town house (See #10) 

Stone Markejr (#18) was erected by the town i n 1903 on the east side of South Main 
Street. I t marks the "Site of One of the Old Forts erected by the Early Settlers 
i n Defense Against Indian H o s t i l i t i e s About 1740". 

William Stacy Memorial Stone Marker (#20) i s on the east side of South Main Street. 
I t i s a brcnze plaque honoring Lt. Col. William Stacy (1733-1804). I t was presented 
to the town i n 1956 by a descendent of Stacy's, Mr. Fiske Rollins. The plaque i s 
mounted on a granite doorstep salvaged from the Old Dormitory when i t was razed. 

W.W. I I Memorial Stone Marker (#19) was erected by the town i n 1953 on the east 
side of South Main Street. I t replaced a wooden memorial. 

Site of the Powder House (#21) i s on the west side of South Main Street, southwest 
of the Jonathan Gregory House (#6). The building was located on a ledge i n the 
former Perry pasture, and was presumed to have been b u i l t i n 1777-78. The Powder 
Honse was constructed of brick made i n the local Townsend brickyard. I t was razed 
by William Parkhurst af t e r 1871, and the brick was reused i n the construction of a 
chimney on another s i t e . 
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Town Pound (#22) i s located on the east side of South Main Street. The building was 
constructed sometime aft e r 1737 following the f i r s t settlement of the town plantation. 
I t was formerly a square (approximately 30' x 30') walled enclosure, with a stout 
gate i n the fr o n t . The structure was used to house stray animals u n t i l they were 
claimed by t h e i r r i g h t f u l owners. I t was repaired i n 1870, but by the 1890's, i t 
f e l l into dis-use. The building has f a l l e n into great disrepair, but the remains 
of the stone enclosure are v i s i b l e . 

Knappe Cottage (#23) i s on the east side of South Main Street. I t was b u i l t i n 1893 
as a small two story summer cottage with a one story porch continuous on the north 
and east elevations. There have been no exterior a l t e r a t i o n s , but the i n t e r i o r has 
been modernized for year round occupancy. 

William Knight House (#24) is on the east side of South Main Street. This 2h story, 
ridge roof structure was built c. 1808. The elevations of the main house are brick 
but the gables on the side elevations are clapboarded. A two story clapboarded ell 
with attached barn and shed, projects from the rear elevation. The brickwork is done 
in Flemish bond on the westem facade, and on the north and south elevations. The 
rear, west, elevation is done in common bond. All of the brick was produced locally 
at the Townsend Brickyard. Fenestration is 2/2. The brick elevations have grouped 
Jack Arch lintels. The western facade has a two story open porch with balustrades. 
The house was originally a two story, central hall structure with a hip roof. It 
was altered in 1893 to its present ridge roof form. A one story ell on the east 
elevation, and a porch on the i^acade were added sometime prior to 1905. In 1926, the 
house was modernized and made a two family dwelling, and a second story was added 
to both the ell and the porch. At this time, the four interior fireplaces located ' j 
north and south of the central h a l l on both f l o o r were removed. 

The Charles Roboteau House (#25) i s located at the southeast corner of South Main 
Street and Lovers Lane. The House was b u i l t somei me during the late I 8 t h or early 
19th century. I t i s a two story, central h a l l plan, ridge roof structure with a 
clapborad exterior. Fenestration i s 12/12, framed by simple f l a t architraves. There 
are two chimneys. The f i ^ e bay facade faces west. A six panel center entrance i s 
framed by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s , and a molded entablature which i s crowned by a triangular 
pediment. 

The south chimney rests on a exposed brick arch, the north chimney on a stone foundation. 
The chimmey bricks are held together with clay mortar. The fireplaces are pl a i n , 
with no mantels, and the summer beams are e'^closed. Wall panelling i s chamferred, and 
the pine f l o o r boards are from 16" to 24" i n width. Much of the i n t e r i o r hardware i s 
o r i g i n a l . 
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The roof l i n e on the east elevation was altered at some unknown date by the addition 
of a one story e l l with an extended roof overhead. This a l t e r a t i o n gives the structure 
a saltbox appearance. A porch was added to the facade, but has been recently removed. 
There i s a barn and t o o l shed on the property. 

Levi Flagg House (#26) was constructed i n 1909 by Levi Flagg, and was o r i g i n a l l y called 
the Stowell Engine Block. I t was b u i l t as a factory for the manufacture of the T and 
F Cycle Car. This one story masonry structure i s constructed of hollow concrete. There 
i s a f u l l basement. The lathes were located on the main f l o o r , and the m i l l i n g machines 
were i n the basement. The build i n g has also been used as an automobile factory, an 
exchange for the Crescent Telephone Company, a plumbing shop, a residence, and a classroom 
building. I n 1940, i t was acquired by the New Salem Academy. In 1946, a 30' x 70' 
brick wing was added to the east elevation. The building i s currently used as an 
elementary school classroom. 

Allen Law Office (#27) i s presumed to have been b u i l t between 1829 and 1834 for Frederick 
H. Allen. The small building o r i g i n a l l y stood north of the driveway of the Samuel C. 
Allen House (#29). I t was moved to i t s present s i t e i n approximately 1892-93 by the 
McGibeny Family who then owned the adjoining properties (#28 & 29). I t was at this 
time converted from a law o f f i c e to a laundry house. In 1939, the building was purchased 
by George A. Brown, a l o c a l h i s t o r i a n , and remodeled i n t o a private dwelling. 

Congregational Parsonage (#28) was b u i l t by Josiah Howe of Orange i n 1901-02. I t i s 
a two story, clapboard structure with a one story e l l . In 1904, a 26' x 24' barn was 
added to the e l l . 

Samuel C. Allen House, "The L i l a c s " (#29) was b u i l t i n 1816. I t i s a two story, clap­
boarded, hip roof structure. Fenestration i s 12/12, with much of the o r i g i n a l glass 
remaining. The comer boards are p l a i n . The side entablature and the underside of the 

^ overhanging eaves are decorated by detailed modillions. There i s a chimney on the north 
V- and south end. There i s a one story e l l and shed with attached bam on the east ele­

vation. A center entrance i s framed by louvered shutters and headed by an entablature 
V which repeats the design of the entablature of the house. 

The i n t e r i o r i s a center h a l l plan, with fireplaces b u i l t i n t o the north ari3 south ' 
exterior walls. Originally there was a t h i r d chimney for a large kitchen fireplace 
on the east elevation. The north and south parlors are b e a u t i f u l l y decorated with 
rope molding, arched openings, and detailed mantels over the fireplaces. The second 
f l o o r bedrooms also r e t a i n f i n e molding. -.̂  
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There have been no major s t r u c t u r a l changes. A long porch across the western facade 
was removed i n 1938, and a small porch was added to the south elevation i n 193 8. 

Frederick H. Allen House (#30) i s a small one story clapboard structure with an attached 
e l l and barn on the east elevation. B u i l t between 1811 and 1816 for Samuel Allen. He 
sold i t to his son, Frederick H. Allen, i n February 1816. The house was altered at 
some time by the addition of a small porch, and the addition of two dormers on the 
south elevation roof. 

•i 
Asaph Lyons House (#31) dates from approximately 1794. The o r i g i n a l small, one story 
house had either an attached or detached barn, and outbuildings, a l l on approximately 
h acre. By the turn of the century the house had been converted to a two story structure 
with an e l l extending from the east elevation, and a one story porch across the western 
facade. At a later date, a second story was added to the porch, and i t was e n t i r e l y -sj 
enclosed. Bay windows were added to the north elevation, a second story put on the 
e l l , a large room extended from the rear, and a garage added to the south elevation. 

Noah Packard House (#32) and barn were b u i l t i n 1876-77 by Noah Packard of Orange, 
Massachusetts. Frcm 1881-1935 the structure housed the Stowell Bros. Store. I t has 
since been converted to apartments,and i s owned by New Salem Acadamy. 

Robert D. Cook House (#33) and barn were b u i l t c. 1870 by Robert D. Cook. 

Rev. David Eastman House (#34) was also b u i l t by R. D. Cook, before 1858. Rev. David 
Eastman resided i n the house during his t h i r t e e n year pastorate at the Orthodox 
Congregational Church. The buildi n g has been owned by the Cogswell family since 1891. 

Willard Harris House (#36) and barn were b u i l t c. 1860. f 
.is 

Clarissa Cogswell House (#35) i s a small Cape b u i l t i n 1840. | 

New Salem Town Hall (#37) i s on the east side of South Main Street. The "Colonial" 
design structure was b u i l t i n 1939 by the W.P.A. The main structure houses a school 
cafeteria, a kitchen and heating plant, and a large auditorium with stage. The west 
wing houses offices and a vault. I n 1967, a demountable structure was added to the 
east elevation f o r elementary school classrooms. 
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Wilnah Marshall Cottage (A) i s located on the west side of Old Main Street. I t i s 
a small, one story, three room house b u i l t i n 1944 on the s i t e of the Rev. Perry 
Marshall home, which was destroyed by f i r e i n 1929. 

Automotive Shop Building (B) i s on the east side of Academy Drive. I t i s a modern 
one story concrete shop building constructed i n 1958 as a vocational education space. 

f Since 1968, the building has been used as an off-campus f a c i l i t y of the Mahar Regional 
High School, Orange, Mass. The structure has always been owned by New Salem Academy. 

Russell Shaw House (C) (1968) i s on the east side of South Main Street. I t i s a con­
temporary s p l i t l e v e l house with a brick and wood exterior. 

Robert Henderson House (D) i s on the east side of South Main Street. I t i s a con­
temporary Ih story Cape with clapboard ex t e r i o r , b u i l t i n 1975-76. 

V(j Elwyn Leonard House (E) , on the west side of South Main Street, i s a ranch s t y l e 
^ structure b u i l t i n 1973. . >. 

Norman Rawson House (F) i s located on Lovers Lane, and was erected i n 1969-70. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1*he New Salem Common Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t because i t r e f l e c t s a continuity 
i n the town's history from i t s f i r s t settlement to t h ^ present. The d i s t r i c t i l l u s t r a t e s 
various facets of the town's history through the interelationships between the buildings, 
s i t e s , residents, and occupations. . - • .. • . . 

This r u r a l Franklin County d i s t r i c t i s situated on land granted to residents of Salem 
i n 1734. The f i r s t s e t t l e r arrived i n 1737. After the Revolution, agriculture and 
lumbering flourished, By 1820 New Salem had a population of 2,146. State coaches 
running between Brattleboro and Worcester made the town a trade center. With the 
building of railroads, howe-wer, i t was gradually isolated, and i t s population decreased 
rap i d l y . 

S i gnificant properties range i n age from the 1794 F i r s t congregational diurch (Unitarian) 
to the 1939 WPA constructed Town Hall. The area includes the Town House b u i l t with 
surplus revenues from the Andrew Jackson Administration, the 1909 factory b u i l t for 
the construction of the T & F Cycle Car, the buildings f o r the New Salem Academy, and 
the 18th Century Town Pound. 

'J 

Through a series of misfortunes, much of the town's recorded and arc h i t e c t u r a l history 
has been l o s t . Fires i n private homes, the f i r s t Acadeity Building, and the Town House, 
a l l before 1837, resulted i n the loss of many inportant recording documents. In 1855 
a l l of the Town Clerk's records were destroyed by f i r e . 

Some information does s t i l l e xist however, and the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t represents v i s i b l e 
evidence of the town's past i n i t s variance of ar c h i t e c t u r a l styles. Town a f f a i r s 
have always been conducted i n the area. , . ... 

•v. 

The F i r s t Congregational Church (#2) became Unitarian during the early 1840's. The 
building was used for a variety of public events: New Salem Academy graduations, l o c a l 
t h e a t r i c a l s , the annual reunion, etc. Since 1963 i t has been opened for the Annual 
Pilgrimage t o New Salem with the objective of preserving the old meeting house. 

The Old Academy Building (#10) was i n continuous use as a classroom building through 
W.W. I I . From 1913-1970 i t housed the piiblic l i b r a r y . The building has always main­
tained a dominent influence i n New Salem, as i t has great h i s t o r i c a l and sentimental 
significance t o the town. The building i s incorporated in t o the Town Seal. The 
Academy served not only New Salem, but a widely scattered geographic area. 

•m: 
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The Academy was incorporated on February 25, 1795 ( I t was the f i f t h academy chartered 
between 1763 and 1795). In 1895 i t became a free public high school, but retained 
the name New Salem Academy with t i t l e to buildings and land being held by the 
trustees. The Academy remains important to the town as a repository of source 
material f o r research purposes. The Academy intends to restore the buil d i n g , and 
make i t available to the public as a museum, resource, and conference center. 

Center Cemetery (#12) r e f l e c t s much of the early history of New Salem and contains the 
graves of early s e t t l e r s , war veterans, m i l i t i a , the f i r s t minister, early town 
o f f i c i a l s , and various other early members of the community. 

The F i r s t owner of the William Knight House (#24) was William Knight, a private i n 
the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. He l a t e r became a captain i n 
the l o c a l m i l i t i a . The Cogswell and the Stowell families, both l a t e r owneis of the 
house, were preminent i n town a f f a i r s and i n association with New Salem Aacaemy. 

Samuel C. Allen, the o r i g i n a l owner of The Lilacs (#29), was a eminent lawyer i n 
Western Massachusetts. Born i n Bernardston, Mass. i n 1772, he graduated from Dartmouth 
College i n 1794, and was pastor of the Northfield Congregational Church from 1795 to 
1798. He studied law i n Northfield and was admitted to the bar i n 1800. Mr. Allen 
and his family moved to New Salem i n 1803. He practiced law i n town u n t i l 1806 when 
he was elected to the House of Representatives of the Massachusetts Legislature. 
From 1812 to 1815, he served the State senate, and i n 1812 he was sent as a delegate ^ 
to the Northampton Anti-War Convention as the New salem Representative. Mr. Allen 
was a trustee of New Salem Academy from 1802- 1825. In 1817 he relinguished his 
law practice i n New Salem to his son-in-law, David Gregg, and moved to Greenfield, 
Mass. He represented Greenfield i n the U.S. Congress from 1817-1829. He was appointed 
a member of the Governor's Executive Council i n 1829, and was again elected State 
Senator i n 1831. Three of Allen's sons also became lawyers. 

The Asaph Lyons House (#31) was owned over the years by various individuals who 
played s i g n i f i c a n t roles i n the town's hist o r y . For the f i r s t t h i r t y years, the 
structure was occupied by physicians, most notable among whom was Dr. Joseph Goldthwaite. 
He was a s k i l l e d surgeon widely known for his success i n tr e a t i n g mental i l l n e s s . 
The Rev. Alpheus Harding acquired the property af t e r 1830, and li v e d the greater part 
of his l i f e there. A f o r c e f u l influence i n town, he was Preceptor of New Salem Academy, 
from 1805-1807, a trustee from 1810-1868, the fourth minister of the F i r s t Parish 
Congregational (Unitarian) Church from 1807-1845, and a representative to the General 
Court i n 1836-1837. 
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He died i n 1869 leaving the property to his widow, who l i v e d i n the house u n t i l 
1873. The property was then acquired by Frederick A. Haskell, the Postmaster from 
1868-1877, and a New Salem Academy Trustee from 1876-1882. I t was during his 
ownership that the house also served as a temporary post o f f i c e , when the post o f f i c e , 
a store, and hotel were destroyed by f i r e i n 1876. At the turn of the century, 
the house was purchased by Alonzo Bancroft, prominent i n the development of the 
town's l i b r a r y system, and i t s f i r s t l i b r a r i a n . The property was then owned by 
Thomas F. Reddy, one of Boston's foremost attorneys, and a Trustee of New Salem 
Academy from 1927-1940. From 1906 to 1939, the house was the summer retreat of 
the Dorothea Dix Hall Association, l a t e r the Boston Children's Theater Group. 
Following the death of William Reddy, Thomas' brother, and a l a t e r owner, the house 
stood vacant for a number of years, u n t i l purchased by the present owner, who uses 
i t as a seasonal residence. 

- I f , 
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New Salem Common Historic Di s t r i c t , Key to Sketch Map 

1-Town Common or Meeting House Common 
2- First Congregational Church (Unitarian) 
3- Horse Shed 
ir-Porter J. Eaton House 
5- Stowell B;jngalow 
6- Jonathan Gregory House 
7- WLlliam H. Vlhite House 
8-Academy Hall (New Dormitory) 
9- New Salem Academy 
iCUOld Academy 
11- Center Grammar School 
12- Center Cemetery 
13-Third Congiregational Church 
lij^Horse Sheds 
15- Old Town Hall 
16- W.W.I Honor Roll Stone Moniiment 
17- Site of First Meeting House Stone Marker 
iS-Stone Marker 
19-W.W.II Memorial Stone Marker 
2(D^WLlliain Stacy Memorial Stone Marker 
21- Site of the Powder House 
22- .Town PoTmd 
23- Khappe Cottage 
24- Will±am Kiight House 
25- Charles Roboteau House 
26- Le-vi Flagg House 
27-Allen Law Office 
28- Congregational Parsonage 
29- Sarauel C. Allen House, "The Lilacs" 
3CUFrederick H. Allen House 
31- Asaph Lyons House 
32- Noah Packard House 
33- Robert D. Cook House 
34-Rev. David Eastman House 
35- Clarissa Cogswell House 
36- VB.llard Harris House 
37- New Salem Town Hall 
A-Wilnah Marshall Cottage 
B-Autc«notive Shop Building 
C-Russell Shaw House 
D-Robert Henderson House 
E-Elwyn Leonard House 
F-Norman Rawson House 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H34-880 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240 

MAY 9 1977 

Dear Property Owner: 

As you have probably already been Informed by State or loc a l represen­
t a t i v e s , the property you own i s included I n a d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated by the State for l i s t i n g i n the National Register which i s 
that l i s t of evidences of the past deemed worthy of keeping f o r the 
future by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r . This nomination i s pending , 
i n our o f f i c e . 

Since you may not have been aware of pot e n t i a l benefits and provisions 
of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when the d i s t r i c t including your property 
was o r i g i n a l l y considered by the State for nomination, we are sending 
informative material at t h i s time. I f you wish to make comments about 
your property or the d i s t r i c t r e l a t i v e to the National Register " C r i t e r i a 
for Evaluation" (see enclosed green l e a f l e t ) , we w i l l be pleased to 
consider them as an adjunct to our evaluation of placing your property 
i n the National Register. Comments should be made within 30 days of 
the date of t h i s l e t t e r and should be addressed to Dr. William J. 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service, Depart­
ment of the I n t e r i o r , Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Information concerning standards for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n may be obtained 
from Technical Preservation Services, Office of Archeology and Hist o r i c 
Preservation, National Park Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , 
Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Questions concerning the National Register program or the implementation 
of the h i s t o r i c preservation provisions of the Tax Reform Act should 
also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register. Inquiries 
must include the name of the d i s t r i c t (see address label) and property 
address to be properly handled. 

Sinoterely yours. 

William J. MurtaMi 
Keeper of the National Register 

Enclosures 



WASO-166 
(August 1971) 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

D A T E 

la-
TELEPHONE REPORT 

T I M E O F C A L L 
AM 
PM 

1. C A L L Q TO; ^^T^ROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. if needed) 

• 

3 . S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . . E T C . 

05l<> Ji^SU./^ Oww^ 

* . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

ovJU F - AA.Xu^^J^e^ . 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ -

4 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N G / R E C E l V I N G C A L L 

G P O 8 9 7 . 6 4 3 



Hi 
It 1971) 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

O A T S ' 

T I M E O F C A L U 
AM 
P M 

LC Q C P''OM (Name) 

Y 04 

a. AOORESS (Tel. No. a needtd) 

S J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . . E T C . 

r A I L S O F DISCUSSION 

3 ^Ur^ 

1 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE tIASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered APR 1 5 1978 

Name Location 

Ncv Salem Cocoaon Historic District New Salem 
Franklin Coimty 

V 

• 
Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte 

NR Mott 4/24/78 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Anadon 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Cosmtission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 



i i i i i i i m i 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

February 20, 1980 

carol Shuil, Acting Keeper 
National Register, Heritage conservation & Recreation Service 
440 G St. NW , • 

Washington, D.C. 20243 

RE: New Salem, Massachusetts; New salem common Historic DistEict 

Dear Ms. s h u i l : -
Please be informed that the Horse shed which was inventory i n the New 
Salem; New salem Common Historic Dis^txict has been demolished with private 
funds and should be removed from the National Register. We have amended 
our records, 

sincerely. 

Boulding V Christine Bouiding 
Survey Director 

CB/lk .• 

.1* f # 
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1 r * N A M E as i t ap j i ea r s on f e d e r a l r e g i s t e r : 
1 N e w Salem Common Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t 

(gJOTHER NAMES: 

New Salem Common 
('g^date of e n t r y ; county code-

11 ! 
j : 5 ; L O C A T I O J J s t r e e t & n u m b e r 
1 S. Main St. 

c i t y / to-jvn 
New Salem 

v i c i n i t y o f ( i t a to 

MA 

c o u n t y 

Frariklin 

(6)NPS REGION-. 

NA I 
I 7) OWNER ]g!PR!VATE CSTATE g9¥UNICIPAl •COUHTY EMULTIPIE DfEOeRftKagency r.ane). 

I 9 ) EXISTING SURVEYS gH^BS DHtER DXHl ^ F U N D E D ? QYES DNO ^CONGRESS. DISTRIC 

iJADMir j ISTRATOR:. 

C?" 1 s t lU^SOURCE of NOMINATION SSTATE •FEDERJL. 
1 . aak . j , 

•.?>::,-;ri i^AlljKAl r.tGiSUK HiilDPiiC OiSiniCT? 
OVS. «»«£ -

I'vii/WITKIh K;.!ICKAL t!ISTC:ilC lAKDMARK? 

I Dm. k;.m • NO 

| ( ^ CONDITION 
• excel lent 
• good 
• f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

• altered D o r i g i n a l site 
• uAaltered • m o v e d 
• reconstructed Gunknonvn 
• excavated 

wlio prepared forn? 

• L O C A L Q PRIVATE ORG.SNIZATION 

@ f e a t u r e s : •SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-l aiO^UBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^DSUBSTANTIALLY ltiTACT-3 

eONOT INTACT-O £ • NOT IHTACT-O O • NOT INTACT - O 

^ • U N K N O W N - 4 jli^UNKNOWN-5 5Dl)NKN0WN-6 
E^NOT APPLICABLE-7 ^•NOT APPLICABLE-8 £ • NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

L S $ A C C E S S O V E S - R e s t r i c t e d • " ' 'ES-Unreo;tr ic tcd • No Access • Unknown !)ADAPTIVE USE DYES D N O SAVED? DYES IS PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C DISTR'.CT? • yes G n o 

,£]: AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-prefcistcric-2 •COMMfRCt-6 

• ASChEOLOGY-iistoric-I 

CA;RICULTURE-3 

• ARCKITECTURE-4 

• ;ST-5 

• COĥ MUNICATIOMS-T 

• COKSERYATIGN-J 

• ECONOMICS-9 
• EDUCATIOK-10 

• ENGINEERING-n 
OENTERTAI»iMENT-2C 

• EXPLORATION •!2 

• HEALTH-27 

• INOUSTRY-13 
• INVEMTIGM-14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH: 

• LAW-IG 

• LiTERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 
• VUSIC- 19 

• PHILCSOPHY-20 

15 •P0LITICS/G0VT.-21 • RECREATION-28 

• RELIGION-22 • SETTLEM,ENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CUlTURAl-30 , 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S : exp la in 
' f i r s t ' • 

• oldest'• 

'only' • 

» S funct ions 
I "^HEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
S CUSRESTLY: 

^ d a t e s o! Initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

j E T H N I C GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION 

I ^ a rch i tec tu ra l stylc(s): 

^ landscape archi tec t / garden designer: 

^architect 

\ in te r io r decorator: I a r t i s t : 

^master bui lder : 

part isan: 

!) engineer: 

^builder/contractor: 

[~;\NAMES give role & date 
PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

:*3NATIONAL R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

'iSik.'SBBWiS^sF Arjs'-rfscriA'^ <=3A';«' N E E D E D , N U M B E R a PUT O N REVFRSES 


