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The New Sal em Gonmon Historic District i slocated i nthecenter of New Sal em Massa-
chusetts at anelevation of apprCKimately 1,000 feet. Thedistrict i sconprised of

35 acres andincludes t heTown common andi t s north andsouth environs for approxi mtely
34 of amle. Thedistrict runs along t heeast and west sides of south Main Street
fromthejunction of West Main Street, North Main Street, Wendell Road, and Millington
Road southerly t oapproximately 100feet beyond Lovers Lane. Thetwin spires of the
town's two churches arevisible fromthenorth andsouth approaches (#2 and #13).

The surrounding area i s wooded. Theelevation of thevillage affords afine viewof
the Quabbin Reservoir andsurrounding valleys and hills.

New Sal em common Hi storic District enconpasses 43 buildings andsites. Mst of the
buildings ccntained date fromthe19th century. The shaded street, stone walls, and
open spaces present a serene andrural atmosphere. 1 n1828 t hearea was described as
follows: "The center of thetown i selevated, and enjoys anentensive prospect over
nei ghboring valleys...there i sa handsome square common, onwhich is situated a good
meetinghouse, andan acadeity...". Education, religion, town business, andtown activity
have been centered i nthearea since theincorporation of New Salemi n 1775.

Town Cormon or Meeting House common (#1) nowconprises approximtely twoacres. |t is
an area of |and which was set aside for conmon use by t hefirst proprietors, whowere
granted property for aplantation i n1734. The Town of New Sal emacquired t he common
in 1753. Fromall available evidence, theoriginal common was much |arger thant he
present two acres. | tincluded nuch of the present day village. Theeast sidewas
used asthetraining field for themlitia. Thesouth endwas for nmany years used as
a basebal | field for students of the New Sal em Acadeny. Town common was al so enpl oyed
for t he New Sal em Acadeny annual reunions, andi nrecent years has been thefocus for
"Od Hone Day" events.

First congregational Church (Unitarian) (#2)i slocated onthe west side of South

Main Street, facing thecommon, onthesite of theoriginal meetinghouse. The church
was conpleted on Decenber 1, 1794. The onestory, white clapboard, ridge roof structure
is approximately 48" x 60" i nsize. Thefoundation i sfaced with finished granite
blocks. Fenestrationi sGothic arched with shutters. Surmpunting thebuilding i s a
steeple which includes a flat base with projecting cornice, a sinple square belfry with
a louvered opening oneach of itsfour sides, andtopped by a hexagonal spire.

The three bays of thefacade aredefined by fluted pilasters. Thecenter bay contains
a Gothic window. Thenorth and south end bays each contain a sinple wooden door
framed by it sarchitrave alone, and headed by a 20 |ight Gothic wi ndow. The gable
pedi ment i s plain clapboards with a date "1794" i nt he peak.

The si de el evations arefour bays deep with Gothic arched wi ndows. They are identical
except that shutters have been renoved fromthree of thenorth elevation wi ndows. The
rear elevation i sconpletely sheathed i nclapboard.. -

The building was originally an Oblong, unornamented building with t hegable ends
facing north andsouth. Theentrance was probably ont hesouth gable endwiththe
pul pit onthenorth end. 1 n1837 thestructure was turned 90° around t oface east.
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New Sal em Gonmon Historic District 7 1

There i sa scar of an original porch at therear (west end, original southend).

During this time extensive repairs and alterations were nmade following t he Geek Revival
style with theconstructionof a portico and slender colums on t he eastern facade.
Interior changes conforming with theexterior changes were also nade at this time. | t
is presumed that theoriginal pews with button doors and hinged seats were replaced

by thepresent box pews at thetime of these alterations.

In 1862 t he col umed portico was removed. The steeple was repaired and painted. At
this time theturned acorn finial, and a metal weather vane were installed. Since

1862 only mnor changes have been nade including electrical wiring, theaddition of

a wood burning stove, theremoval of thepulpit, and theaddition of a lowplatform
across thewest end of theauditorium This auditoriumhas no interior support colunmms.

Horse Shed (#3) i slocated behind theFirst Congragational Church, and i s owled by
the Town of New Sal em The shed was built i n1908, and i si npoor ODndition today.
It i s alowwoden structure on a drystone foundation, and covered by a shed roof
extending north t osouth. The five arched openings face east toward t herear of the
church. There are several granite hitching posts located near thesouth side.

Porter J. Eaton House (#4) i slocated on thewest side of O dMin Street facingthe
coomon. | twas built i n1854 by Porter J. Eaton. I tisatwostory, ridge roof, clap-
board house with a one story ell and shed added i n1893. The house was purchased

by theNew Sal em Acadeny i n1871, and i snow used as a dormtory for students and faculty.

Stowel | Bungal ow (#5) i slocated on thewest side of OdMiin Street facing t hecomon.
The house was built i n1922 on thesite of an early house destroyed by fire the
preceding year. | tis a 40" long frame bungal ow style dwelling with detached shed
and barn. The building has housed t he New Salem Post Office since April 1958.

Jonathan Gegory House (#6) i slocated on t he southwestern corner of O d Main Street
and South Main Street, and faces north toward t hecommon. The two story house was
built between 1815 and 1824. | ti sa ridge roof structure with clapboard exterior,

and a two story ell with attached barn on the south elevation. The house originally
had a hi proof with east and west end chimeys. At sone time prior to 1900 t heroof
was altered toitspresent form an attic was added, the second story was added t o t he
ell, and a porch was built across thenorth facade.

Wlliam H White House (#7) i slocated on t heeast side of South Main Street. The
house was built sone time before 1843, and was originally a sinple Ih story ridge roof
structure. At some |ater date, two gable dorners and a one story porch were added
to thewestern facade. A small entry porch was added t ot hesouth elevation at this
time. The house i ssheathed i nclapboards, theporches i nshingles. There aretwo
chi meys.
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Acadeny Hall (NewDormtory) (#8)i slocated ontheeast side of Acadeny Drive, and

is owned by New Sal em Acadeny, Thestructure washbuilt i n1871by Charles A Merriam

and Porter J. Eaton of NewSalem | ti satwo story clapboard building with a Mansard
roof and dormers. There i sa small one story ell onthesouth elevation. The building
originally served asadormtory for students and sumer visitors. Thefirst floor

at one time accommodat edt he Hosehold Arts Department aswell as a school cafeteria.

The second floor has been altered i norder t ohouse aninstructor and his famly. The
building has al so housed school offices and classrooms, but at thepresent time is vacant.
It has been well maintained, and alterations have been nade only t oconform with require-
ments for school buildings.

New Sal em Acadeny (#9) i slocated ontheeast side of Acadeny Drive. Thetwo story

hip roof structure was constructed i n1908. The exterior walls areconcrete block.
Fenestration i s one/one franed by sinple flat sandstone architraves. The slate roof

is topped by anobservation deck. Theeight bay facade faces west. Five stone steps
lead t ot hearched entrance i nasixty foot tall off center tower which i scrowned

an octagonal belfry, and surmounted by a dome. There areclocks onthesouth, west,

and north sides, of thetower, all headed by anoverhanging cornice. Thebelfry contains
four tall arched wi ndows, and quoined corners. Thebell wastransferred fromthe O d
Acadeny Building i n1908, and was cast by W I liamBlake and Conpany i n 1872.

The north and south el evations of thebuilding are six bays deep. Thefirst floor
houses t hefront hall, boys and girls dressing rooms, and two 25' square recitation
roons. The second floor contains anassenbly hall, arecitation roomand office space.
The observation platform ontheroof i sreached by a staircase fromthe attic.

O d Acadeny (#10)i slocated ontheeast side of Acadeny Drive. | twasbuilt in 1838
to replace anearlier structure which served as an Acadeny and Town House, and was
destroyed by fire onCQctober 4, 1837. O dAcadeny i sa 2h story, clapboard structure.
Fenest ration is 2/2onthefirst and second stories, 12/12 i nt hegables, al | framed
by their architravesalone. Thethird floor i sgroined. The building rests on a
quarried granite foundationwith a shallow cellar supported by granite posts. The
wal | and partition constructioni sof 1" thick boards laid face tnface with h" plaster
lapping. There arenojoists or |athes except i ntheceiling and floors. The ridge
roof has aneast end chimey, andi ssurmounted at t hefacade by a four sided bell
tower and belfry. Both stages of this steeple arecrowned by a balustrade with spires
on each corner. Thethree bay symmetrical facade faces west. Thecenter i sa six panel
door flanked by five light windows and headed by aneight Iight window, al | framed

by a nolded entablature. Thetriangular pedinented gable contains twelve w ndows.
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The identical north and south elevations are four bays deep. The rear elevation has
three windows on thefirst story, four on thesecond, and two i nthegable. The
only alteration tothebuilding was that the12/12 windows on t hefirst floor were
replaced by 2/2 windows i n 1879.

Center QGammar School (#11) i slocated on theeast side on South Main Street. It is
a one story, tworoomclapboard elementary school built between 1810-1817. It is
theonly remaining district school i nthearea. The original one room school house
was remodeled toitspresent state i n1941-1942.

Center Cenetery (#12) consists of approximately three acres on t heeast side of

South Main Street. | ti sseparated from adjoining |and by stone walls on three sides,
and by a wroght iron fence along t hewest side facing thestreet. Standing just
outside thefence area rowof granite hitching posts. The cemet% i sthe ol dest
burying ground in New Salem The earliest stone i sdated 1745. There arenore than
65 carved stones which reflect a variety of colonial period and early Federal folk

art designs. The stone nmonuments have recently been repaired under a project for

the town's Bicentennial program

Third Congregational Church (#13) i ssituated on approximately h acre of former common
or town land. The church society was organized i n1845, and held their meetingsi n
the Town House until 1854 when t he Congregational Church was erected. | twas built
by CGeorge Howe of Orange at a cost of $1,200. | ti sawhite clapboard ridge roof
structure of approximately 30" x 40" i nsize. A w de nolded entablature encircles
the building. There arechanferred Ddric pilaVters at thefour corners, andtwo
chimeys on theeastern end. Fenestrationi s12/12, with flat architraves and shaped
lintels onthemin floor, and 6/6 i nt hebasenent. The east facade entrances on t he
eastern and western ends. Four stone steps lead tothefour panel doors. Therei s

A, awindow at thecenter, below theplain gable. At theeast end of thenorth elevation
is a shed roof open entry porch tothe basenent. The church i ssurmounted by atwo

stage square bell tower with four louvered openings i nthe belfry, and i scrowned by
a spire. The bell was recast fromone i ntheEnfield, Massachusetts Congregational e
Church (this town no longer exists;it i snew t heQuabbin Reservoir area). 1In

1895 t he Church was noved twenty feet t othe West, and was slightly raised. At that
time a vestry was added. The North Dana Universalist Society (also i nthe Quabbin
Reservoir area) gave thechurch pews, a pipe organ, and a pulpit i n1937. The gallery
was renmodel ed and a fire escape was added during that sane year.

House Sheds (#14) are |ocated behind theTown Hall. | tis asinple gabled structure,
three bays wide. The foundation i s of drystone. e sectionnay have been constructed
in 1894. The date of theremaining sections i s unknown. The sheds are schedul ed

to be razed.



Form No. 10-300a
(Rev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS use ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEMED “P R TP, 1977
NATIONAL REGISTER OF ffISTORIC PLACES

DATE ENTERED APR 15”78
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM
GONTI NUATI ON SHEET | TEMNUMBER PAGE
New Sal em Gonmon Historic District 7 4
Od Town Hall (#15) i sowned by theTown of NewSalem It wasbhuilt i n1838 from

surplus U S revenue accunulated i ntheUS Treasury during theJacksonian adm ni -
stration which was distributed akong t hestates. Theone story, ridge roof, white

clapboard building i s approximately 28 x 30" i nsize. | tsits onaaquarried granite
foundation. There i sachimey onthewest end. Aw de flat entablature runs beneath

the overhangi ngeaves. Thecorner boards areplain. Fenestration i s12/12. The
N windows and t hefour panel entrance door onthetwo bay wi de eastern facadeare

original. Thetriangular pedinented gable onthefacade i splain. The building
I was slightly altered, bythe addition of akitchen ell onthewest elevation. A brick

vault was added at sone time. Thestructure wasused as atow hall until thepresent

Town Hall was built i n1939. 1 n 1970, thebuilding was converted for theuse of
the public library, which was noved there fromtheO dAcadeny building (#10). Nb
changes were made t ot hebasic structure.

W W |. Honor Roll Stone Mnunent (#16) was erected by the Town of NewSal emi n
1920.

Site of theFirst Meeting House Stone Marker (#17) waserected i n1903 by t hetown.
It marks thesite of thefirst meeting house, built i n1739. By vote of thetown

in 1793 t hebuilding was noved t ot henortheast corner of t he common, and was repaired

so astobesuitable for anacadeny and town house (See #10)

Stone Markejr (#18) was erected by thetown i n1903 ontheeast side of South Min
Street. It marks the "Site of Ohe of t heO d Forts erected by theEarly Settlers
in Defense Against Indian Hostilities About 1740".

Wlliam Stacy Menorial Stone Marker (#20) i sontheeast side of South Main Street.

It i sabrcnze plaque honoring Lt. Col. Wlliam Stacy (1733-1804). It was presented
to thetown i n1956 by a descendent of Stacy's, M. Fiske Rollins. Theplaquei s
mounted ona granite doorstep salvaged fromtheO dDormtory when it was razed.

WW || Menorial Stone Marker (#19) was erected by thetown i n1953 ont he east
side of South Main Street. | treplaced a wooden nenori al .

Site of the Powder House (#21) i sonthewest side of South Main Street, southwest
of theJonathan Gegory House (#6). The building was |ocated ona ledge i n the

former Perry pasture, and was presuned t ohave been built i nl777-78. The Powder

Honse was constructed of brick made i nthelocal Townsend brickyard. It was razed
by Wlliam Parkhurst after 1871, and thebrick wasreused i nt heconstruction of a
chimey on anot her site.
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Town Pound (#22) i slocated ontheeast side of South Main Street. The buildingwas
constructed sonetine after 1737 following thefirst settlement of thetown plantation.
It was formerly a square (approximately 30" x 30') walled enclosure, with a stout
gate i nthefront. Thestructure was used t ohouse stray animals until they were
claimed by their rightful owners. | twasrepaired i n1870, but by the1890's, i t
fell into dis-use. Thebuilding has fallen into great disrepair, but t he remains

of thestone enclosure are visible.

Knappe Cottage (#23)i sontheeast side of South Main Street. | twasbuilt i n 1893
as asmall twostory summer cottage with a one story porch continuous onthenorth
and east elevations. There have been noexterior alterations, but theinterior has
been nmodernized for year round occupancy.

W I |iamKni ght House (#24) i sonthe east side of South Main Street. This 2h story,
ridgeroof structure was built c. 1808. The el evati ons of the main house are brick
but the gablesonthe sideelevations are cl apboarded. Atwo story cl apboarded el |

wi th attached barn and shed, projectsfromthe rear el evation. The brickwrki s done
in Fl em sh bond onthe westem facade, and onthe north and south el evati ons. The
rear, west, elevationi sdone i ncommonbond. All of the brick was produced | ocally

at the Townsend Brickyard. Fenestration i s2/2. The brick elevations have grouped
Jack Arch lintels. The western facadehas a two story open porchw th bal ustrades.

The housewas originally atwo story, central hall structure with ahiproof. It

was alteredi n1893toits present ridgeroof form A one storyell onthe east

el evation, and a porchonthe i”acade were added sonetinme prior to1905. 1n1926, t
house was noderni zed and nade a two fam | ydwel Iing, and a secondstorywas added
toboth theell and the porch. At thistine, the four interior fireplaces |ocated
north and south of thecentral hall onboth floor were renoved.

The Charles Roboteau House (#25) i slocated at t hesoutheast corner of South Min
Street and Lovers Lane. The House wasbuilt somei ne during thelate I8th or early
19th century. |1 tisatwostory, central hall plan, ridge roof structure with a

cl apborad exterior. Fenestrationi s12/12, framed by sinple flat architraves. There
are two chimeys. Thefi”~ebay facade faces west. A six panel center entrancei s

framed by fluted pilasters, and a nolded entabl aturewhich i scrowed by a triangular
pedi ment .

The south chinmey rests on a exposed brick arch, thenorth chimey on a stone foundation.
The chinmey bricks areheld together with clay mortar. Thefireplaces are plain,

with nomntels, and the summer beans are e “closed. Wall panelling i schanferred, and
the pine floor boards arefrom 16" t 024" i nwidth. Mch of theinterior hardwarei s
original.
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The roof line on theeast elevation was altered at sone unknown date by the addition

of a one story el |l with an extended roof overhead. This alterationgives the structure
a saltbox appearance. A porch was added t ot he facade, but has been recently renoved.
There i sabarn and tool shed on the property.

Levi Flagg House (#26) was constructed i n 1909 by Levi Flagg, andwas originally called

the Stowell Engine Block. |twas built as a factory for themanufacture of theT and
F Cycle Car. This one story masonry structure i sconstructed of hollow concrete. There
is afull basement. The lathes were located on themin floor, and themilling machines

were i nthebasenment. The building has also been used as an autonmobile factory, an
exchange for theCrescent Tel ephone Conpany, a plumbing shop, a residence, and a classroom
building. 1 n 1940, i t was acquired by the New Sal em Acadeny. | n 1946, a 30' x 70'

brick wing was added t ot heeast elevation. The building is currently used as an

el ementary school classroom

Al'len Law Office (#27) i spresuned tohave been built between 1829 and 1834 for Frederick
H Allen. The small building originally stood north of thedriveway of the Sanuel C

Al'len House (#29). |t was nmoved toits present site i napproximtely 1892-93 byt he
MG beny Family who then owned t he adjoining properties (#28&29). |t was at this
time converted froma lawoffice toa laundry house. 1 n 1939, the building was purchased

by CGeorge A Brown, a local historian, and renodeled into a private dwelling.

Congregational Parsonage (#28) was built by Josiah Howe of Orange i n1901-02. It i s
a twostory, clapboard structure with a one story ell. 1 n 1904, a 26' x 24' barn was
added tothe el l.

Sanuel C Allen House, "The Lilacs" (#29) was built i n1816. It i satwostory, clap-
boarded, hi proof structure. Fenestration i s 12/12, with much of theoriginal glass
remai ning. The comer boards areplain. The side entablature and t heunderside of the
overhangi ng eaves are decorated by detailed modillions. There i sa chimey on the north
and south end. Thereisa one story el |l and shed with attached bam on theeast ele-
vation. A center entrance i sframed by louvered shutters and headed by an entablature
whi ch repeats thedesign of theentablature of thehouse.

The interior i sa center hall plan, with fireplaces built into the north ai3 south
exterior walls. Originally there was a third chimey for a large kitchen fireplace
on theeast elevation. The north and south parlors arebeautifully decorated with
rope mol di ng, arched openings, and detailed mantels over thefireplaces. The second
floor bedroons also retain fine molding. =N
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There have been nomjor structural changes. A long porch across the western facade
was renmoved i n 1938, anda small porch was added t o the south elevation i n 1938

Frederick H Allen House (#30) i sa small onestory clapboard structure with anattached
ell and barn onthe east elevation. Built between 1811 and 1816f or Samuel Allen. He
sold i ttohisson, Frederick H Allen, i nFebruary 1816. Thehouse was alteredat
sone time by the addition of a small porch, andthe addition of two dormers on the
south elevation roof.

Asaph Lyons House (#31) dates from approximtely 1794. Theoriginal small, onestory
house hadeither anattached or detached barn, andoutbuildings, all on approxi mtely

h acre. By theturn of the century the house had been converted to atwostory structure
with anel |l extending fromthe east elevation, anda onestory porch across the western
facade. At a later date, a second story was added t o the porch, andi t was entirely -9
encl osed. Bay windows were added to thenorth elevation, a second story put on the

ell, a large roomextended fromtherear, anda garage added to the south elevation.

Noah Packard House (#32) andbarn were built i n 1876-77 by Noah Packard of Orange,
Massachusetts. Frcm 1881-1935 t he structure housed the Stowel| Bros. Store. 1t has
since been converted t o apartnents,and i s owed by New Sal em Acadany.

Robert D GCook House (#33) andbarn were built c. 1870 by Robert DO Cook.

Rev. David Eastman House (#34) was also built by R D Cook, before 1858. Rev. David
Eastman resided i nthe house during histhirteen year pastorate at theOrthodox
Congregational Church. Thebuilding has been owned by the Cogswell family since 1891.

W llard Harris House (#36) and barn were built c. 1860.

Clarissa Cogswell House (#35) i sa small Cape built i n1840. |

New Sal em Town Hal |l (#37) i sonthe east side of South Main Street. The "Col onial"

design structure wasbuilt in 1939 bythe WP.A Themain structure houses a school
cafeteria, akitchen andheating plant, anda large auditoriumwith stage. The west
wing houses offices andavault. | nl1967, a denpuntable structure was added tothe

east elevation forelementary school classrooms.
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W I nah Marshall Cottage (A) i slocated onthe west side of OO dMin Street. 1t is
a small, one story, three room house built i n1944 on t hesite of theRev. Perry
Marshal | home, which was destroyed by fire i n 1929.
Automotive Shop Building (B) i son theeast side of Acadeny Drive. | ti sa nodern

one story concrete shop building constructed i n1958 as a vocational education space.
Since 1968, thebuilding has been used as an of f-canpus facility of t he Mahar Regi onal
Hi gh School, Orange, Mass. The structure has al ways been owned by New Sal em Acadeny.

Russell Shaw House (O (1968) i son theeast side of South Main Street. |t i sa con-
temporary split level house with a brick and wood exterior.

Robert Henderson House (D) i son theeast side of South Main Street. | ti sa con-
temporary Ih story Cape with clapboard exterior, built i n1975-76.

El wn Leonard House (E , on t hewest side of South Main Street, i sa ranch style
structure built i nl1973. : >

Nor man Rawson House (F) i slocated on Lovers Lane, and was erected i n 1969-70.
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T*he New Sal em Gonmon Historic District i ssignificant because i treflects a continuity

in thetown's history fromitsfirst settlement toth”present. Thedistrict illustrates
various facets of thetown's history through theinterelationships between the buildings,
sites, residents, andoccupations. . - Lo

This rural Franklin County district i ssituatedonland granted toresidents of Salem
in 1734. Thefirst settler arrived i n1737. After theRevolution, agricultureand
lumbering flourished, By 1820 New Sal em had a popul ation of 2,146. State coaches
running between Brattleboro and Wrcester nmade t hetown a trade center. Wth the
building of railroads, howe-wer, i t was gradually isolated, andi t spopul ation decreased

rapidly.

Significant properties range i nagefrom the 1794 First congregational diurch (Unitarian)
to the 1939 VA constructed Town Hall. Thearea includes t he Town House huilt with
surplus revenues from t he Andrew Jackson Administration, the 1909 factory built for
the construction of theT &F Cycle Car, the buildings for the New Sal em Acadeny, and
the 18t h Century Town Pound.

"J
Through a series of msfortunes, rmuch of thetown's recorded andarchitectural history
has been lost. Fires inprivate homes, thefirst Acadeity Buil ding, and t he Town House,
all before 1837, resulted i ntheloss of nany inportant recording documents. | n 1855
all of theTown Clerk's records were destroyed by fire.

Sone i nformation does still exist however, andthehistoric district represents visible
evidence of thetown's past i nitsvariance of architectural styles. Town affairs

have al ways been conducted i nthearea. ,

The First Congregational Church (#2) becarme Unitarianduring theearly 1840's. The
building was used for avariety of public events: New Sal em Acadeny graduations, local
theatricals, theannual reunion, etc. Since 1963 i t has been opened for t he Annual
Pilgrimage t o New Salemwith t heobjective of preserving theold meeting house.

The O d Acadeny Buil ding (#10) was i ncontinuous useas a classroombuilding through
WW 1. From 1913-1970 i t housed t hepiiblic library. Thebuilding has always min-
tained a domnent influence i nNewSalem as i thas great historical and sentimental
significance tothetown. Thebuilding i sincorporated into theTown Seal. The
Acadeny served not only New Salem but a widely scattered geographic area.

‘m:
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The Acadeny was incorporatedon February 25, 1795 (It was thefifth acadeny chartered
between 1763 and 1795). |1 n1895 i t became a free public high school, but retained
the nane New Sal em Acadeny with title tobuildings and |and being held by the

trustees. The Acadeny remains inmportant tothetown as a repository of source
material for research purposes. The Acadeny intends t orestorethebuilding, and
make i tavailable tothepublic as a museum resource, and conference center.

Center Cenetery (#12) reflects nuch of theearly history of New Salem and containsthe
graves of early settlers, war veterans, militia, thefirst mnister, early town
officials, and various other early menbers of t he comunity.

The First owner of theW IIliamKnight House (#24) was W liamKnight, aprivatei n
the Continental Arny during t heRevolutionary Wr. He later became a captain i n
the local militia. The Cogswell and theStowell families, both later owneisof the
house, were premnent i ntown affairs and i nassociationwith New Sal em Aacaeny.

Samuel C Allen, theoriginal owner of The Lilacs (#29), was a em nent |awyer i n

West ern Massachusetts. Born i n Bernardston, Mss. i n1772, he graduated from Dartnouth
College i n1794, and was pastor of theNorthfield Congregational Church from 1795t o
1798. He studied I awi nNorthfield and was admtted t ot hebar i n1800. M. Allen

and his famly nmoved t o New Salem i n1803. He practiced lawi ntown until 1806 when

he was elected t ot he House of Representatives of t heMassachusetts Legislature.

From 1812 t 0 1815, he served the Statesenate, and i n 1812 he was sent as a delegate A
to t heNorthanpton Anti-War Convention as t heNew sal em Representative. M. Allen

was a trustee of New Sal em Acadeny from 1802- 1825. | n 1817 he relinguished his

law practice i nNew Salemt ohis son-in-law, David Gregg, and noved t o Greenfield,
Mass. He represented Greenfieldi ntheUS Congress from 1817-1829. He was appoi nted
a menber of t he Governor's Executive Council i n1829, and was again elected State
Senator i n1831. Three of Allen's sons al so became | awyers.

The Asaph Lyons House (#31) was owned over t heyears by various individuals who
played significant roles i nthetown's history. For the first thirty years, the
structure was occupied by physicians, nost notable anong whomwas Dr. Joseph Gol dt hwaite.

He was a skilled surgeon widely known for his success i ntreating mental illness.
The Rev. Al pheus Harding acquired theproperty after 1830, and lived t hegreater part
of his life there. A forceful influence i ntown, he was Preceptor of New Sal em Acadeny,

from 1805-1807, a trustee from 1810-1868, t hefourth mnister of the First Parish
Congregational (Unitarian) Church from 1807-1845, and a representativet ot he CGeneral
Court i n1836-1837.
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He died i n1869 | eaving t heproperty t ohi swidow, who lived i nt hehouse until
1873.  The property was then acquired by Frederick A Haskell, thePostmaster from
1868-1877, and a New Sal em Acadeny Trustee from 1876-1882. | twas during hi s
ownership that t hehouse also served as a tenmporary post office, when t hepost office,
a store, and hotel were destroyed by fire i n1876. At theturn of thecentury,

the house was purchased by Alonzo Bancroft, promnent i nthedevel opment of the
town's library system and itsfirst librarian. The property was then owned by
Thomas F. Reddy, one of Boston's foremost attorneys, and a Trustee of New Sal em
Acadeny from 1927-1940. From 1906 t 0 1939, t hehouse was t he summer retreat of

the Dorothea Di x Hall Association, later theBoston Children's Theater G oup.
Following t hedeath of W IliamReddy, Thormas' brother, and a | ater owner, t hehouse
stood vacant f or a nunber of years, until purchased by thepresent owner, who uses
it as a seasonal residence.
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New Sal em Qonmon Hi storic District , Key to Sketch Map
1- Tonn Gonmon or Meeti ng House Gonmon
2- First Congregational Church (Unitarian)
3- Hor se Shed

ir-Porter J. Eaton House

5- Stowel | B;j ngal ow

6- Jonat han G egory House

7-WlliamH Mhite Huse

8- Acadeny Hal | (New Dorm tory)

9- New Sal emAcadeny

i QUd d Acadeny

11- Center G ammar School

12- Center Cenetery

13-Third Congiregational Church
l'ij"Horse Sheds

15- dd Town Hall

16- WM Honor Rol | Stone Mni i nent

17- Site of First Meeting House Stone Marker
I S-St one Marker

19-WWI1 Menorial Stone Marker

2(D'W liain Stacy Menorial Stone Marker
21-Site of the Powder House

22-. Tomn PoTnd

23- Khappe Cottage

24- WI | zam Ki i ght House

25- Charl es Robot eau House

26- Le-vi Fl agg House

27-Al'len Law Office

28- Congregat i onal Parsonage

29- Sarauel C Allen House, "The Lilacs"
3CUFrederick H Allen House

31- Asaph Lyons House

32- Noah Packard House

33- Robert D ook House

34-Rev. David Eastman House

35- Clarissa Cogswel | House

36- VB.Ilard Harris House

37- New Sal emTown Hal |

A-W I nah Marshal | Cottage

B-Aut c«noti ve Shop Bui | ding

C Russel | Shaw House

D Robert Hender son House

E- B wyn Leonard House

F Nor man Rawson House
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: W 9 ]977

H34-880

Dear Property Oaner:

As you have probably already been Informed by State or local represen-
tatives, theproperty youown i sincluded I na district that has been
nom nated by the State forlisting i ntheNational Register whichi s
that list of evidences of t hepast deemed worthy of keeping for the
future by theSecretary of thelnterior. This nomnation i spending
in our office.

Since you nay not have been aware of potential benefits and provisions
of the Tax ReformAct of 1976 when t hedistrict including your property
was originally considered by theState fornomnation, we are sending

informative material at this time. | f youwish tonmake conmments about
your property or thedistrict relative totheNational Register "Criteria
for Evaluation" (seeenclosed green leaflet), we will be pleasedto

consider themas an adjunct t o our evaluation of placing your property
in theNational Register. Commrents should be nade within 30 days of

the date of this letter and should be addressed toDr. WlliamJ.
Murtagh, Keeper of theNational Register, National Park Service, Depart-
nent of thelnterior, Washington, DC 20240.

Information concerning standards forrehabilitation may be obtained
from Technical Preservation Services, Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation, National Park Service, Department of thelnterior,

Washi ngton, DC 20240.

Questions concerning theNational Register programor the inplementation
of thehistoric preservation provisions of theTax Reform Act shoul d
al so be addressed t ot heKeeper of t heNational Register. Inquiries
nust include t henane of thedistrict (seeaddress label) and property
address t o be properly handl ed.

Sinoterely yours.

William J. MrtaM
Keeper of t heNational Register

Encl osures
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NR Mot t 4/ 24/ 78
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Franklin Coimy

State Historic Preservation Officer
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Executive Director, Mussachusetts
Hi storical Cosntission
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 20, 1980

carol Shuil, Acting Keeper
National Register, Heritage conservation & Recreation Service
440 GSt. W : .

Washington, DC 20243
RE New Sal em Massachusetts; New sal em common Historic DistEict

Dear Ms. shuil: -

Pl ease be informed that t heHorse shed which was inventory i nthe New

Sal em New sal em Gonmon Hi storic Dis*txict has been denolished with private
funds and should be renoved from t he National Register. W& have amended
our records,

sincerely.

Christine Bouwlidiimg \Y
Survey Director 1* -

CB/ 1 k .
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