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The Captain Benjam n Locke House i slocated i ntheresidential Arlington Heights
nei ghborhood. The house i ssited close tothestreet on a sinply |andscaped narrow

house | ot. The 22 story, ridge roof house has a central hall, 1 room deep plan,
with a central chimey and an asphalt shingled roof. The house i ssheathedi n
cl apboards with plain wide cornerboards and sinple box cornice. Fenestration

throughout, with theexception of theattic story 6/6 windows, i s4/4 and franed
by a sinple architrave.

The facade i s5 bays wide. The center entry i sa 1 story ridge roofed enclosed
porch. O theside elevations of theporch aresmall 2/2 windows. Side elevations
are 1 bay deep. Attached tothecenter of therear elevation i sa 1%story ridge

roof el lwith end chimey. A one story shed roof porch runs thedepth of the el
on theeast side.

The original portion of thehouse i shelieved tohave been built about 1720, as indi-
cated by structural evidence which shows a 1 story, single bay structure with side
hall. The present house was existing, mnus theell, when i t was converted into

a meetinghouse i n1780. Interior partitions on theground floor and t he chi mey
were removed. The present chinmmey and interior finish date from the 1790 refitting
as a residence.

The el | was added about 1820 and t heenclosed entry porch was added i nthe md-19th
century. The shed roof porch was built about 1900. . ‘

The house i spresently fitted with alum num storm sash.
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The Captain Benjam n Locke House i ssignificant foritsassociations withthe
Locke famly and t hegrowth and devel opment of Arlington.

The original portion of the house was huilt about 1720 when Franci s Locke
noved from Wburn t o Menotony (Wst Canbridge, now Arlington).

| ater

large landholdings i nthearea.

Benj am n Locke, grandson of Francis Locke,

served on the Prudenti al

The famly
built a larger house further west on Appleton Street. The famly had

Conmi tt ee

and Association. He later commanded 50 nen at the Battles of Lexington and
Hill. Locke, i n1780, was chairman of a conm ttee establishing a )
Baptish Society i nMnotony (nowArlington). Menbers were opposedt o

paying ministerial taxes for t heCongregational Church. (Congregationalism
was t heestablished faith i nMassachusetts until 1833.) | n 1784 Locke

barely escaped arrest by thecollector of ministerial taxes.

Bunker

The first mnister of the new Baptist Society boarded at Locke's house during
* hisprobationary period.

M\

In 1781t he Society purchased t he house from Locke for 100 silver dollars.
Locke retained first option for purchase. Joseph Shaw, tenant and nmenber of
the Society,was paid $14 i nconpensation f or movi ng.

In 1790 t he house was sold back t oLocke for $60.
sold the house tohis sonfor $66.

the Locke famly and their descendants until 1975.

Ohe nonth |ater, Locke had
The house renmmined i nthe possession of
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