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Classification 
The proper resource categorization for the playground equipment is object. [The narrative 
variously calls the resource both a structure and an object-pages 4, 5, 10. While either term may 
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
           1                             3               buildings 

 
           0                             0               sites 
 
           0                             0               structures  
  
           0                            1               objects 
 
            1                            4               Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register         0    
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 EDUCATION/School     
 _______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 VACANT/Not in Use   
 ___________________________   
 ___________________________   
 ___________________________ 
 ___________________________ 
 ___________________________  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Late 19th/Early 20th Century Revivals/Classical Revival  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: Brick   

 
 
Narrative Description 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary  
Harmony School is a two-story brick building located at 1537 Northeast 24th Street, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. It occupies a very large lot in a modest residential neighborhood approximately 
two miles east of the Oklahoma State Capitol (NRHP #76001572). The building sits near the south 
end of its large lot, facing south to Northeast 24th Street. The open north part of the lot contains a 
small playground that was installed ca. 2001, and three small one-story outbuildings that are all 
just a few decades old. The school is a contributing building; each of the three outbuildings is a 
non-contributing building, and the playground is a non-contributing object. The school building 
has a flat roof, a concrete foundation and red brick walls. It was built in three phases. The original 
school is now the east end of the building. It was completed in 1928, with six classrooms, 
restrooms and offices. The second section, which was added in 1930, includes six classrooms and 
a cafeteria. The third section, which contains a large auditorium to the west, was built ca. 1949. 
(See Figure 5, Floor Plans.) All three sections have very similar restrained Classical Revival 
styling which includes simple massing and flat brick walls ornamented with patterned brickwork 
and cast stone accents. The wide façade is lined with large banks of windows. The large banks of 
windows used throughout are associated with classrooms. The window openings are all original; 
the window sashes and frames are a few decades old. The formal front entrance, which is centered 
in the oldest section of the building, opens to a wide stair hall which runs north-south. A longer 
east-west hallway located at the center of the building is lined with classrooms and support spaces. 
The second floor has a nearly identical floorplan. There have been very few changes to the overall 
form or finishes, and the school is notably intact, inside and out. It has been vacant for several 
years and has suffered from vandalism, and is in fair condition. Overall, the school appears very 
much as it did during the period of significance, which runs from 1928 to 1963.  
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Setting and Site: 
Harmony School occupies the northwest corner of the intersection of Northeast 24th Street and 
North Jordan Avenue. The property occupies the entire eastern half of an oversized city block. 
(See Figures 1-4.) It is located in a residential area; most surrounding homes are one to two stories 
tall, with limited levels of architectural detailing. The majority of the houses in the neighborhood 
were constructed in the early to mid-twentieth century. A one-story brick church building located 
just across North Jordan Avenue to the east was built in the mid to late twentieth century, and 
enlarged in the 1990s. Harmony School is by far the largest and most highly styled building in the 
surrounding twelve to twenty blocks.  
 
The school building sits at the southern edge of its large level lot. There is a modest tree-filled 
lawn in front of the school, as well as a concrete sidewalk, which runs along Northeast 24th Street. 
(Photo 3.) A row of trees runs between the west wall of the school and a neighboring house. A 
paved parking lot stretches from the east wall of the school to the east property line adjacent to 
North Jordan Avenue, and a smaller parking area is located south of the auditorium addition. 
(Photos 1 and 4.) The north part of the lot contains a mix of open space and small support 
buildings. The very north end of the property has grass sports fields, and much of the center 
section has asphalt paving; the paving is in poor condition. (Photos 11-13.) Chain link fencing 
surrounds everything except the school building and the east parking lot. (Photos 9 and 13.) 
 
Resource Count (See Figure 4.) 
The school building is the largest building on the property, and the only contributing resource. 
There are also three smaller non-contributing buildings located north of the school. All three 
appear to have served as supplemental classroom space as some point, and may have been moved 
to the site from other locations. There is also one playground, which is counted as a non-
contributing structure. The 4 non-contributing resources are modest, and all are set to the rear of 
the school. They do not have a strong impact on the historic setting of the school.  
 
Harmony School: 1928-ca. 1949, contributing building. (Photos 1-11, 14-22.) 
Harmony School sits approximately fifty feet from the south property line, facing south towards 
Northeast 24th Street. The building has an irregular footprint which is approximately 210 feet wide 
and just over 80 feet deep. It was built in three distinct phases. The first two phases, which were 
built in 1928 and ca. 1930, form the two-story body of the school. That part of the building 
measures roughly 150 feet by 72 feet. The third phase is an auditorium wing that was added ca. 
1949. The 40 foot by 80 foot auditorium links to the main school via a small two-story connector 
that contains a staircase and a separate front entrance. (Figure 5.) All parts of the school have the 
same type of architectural detailing, which includes flat variegated red brick walls with simple 
notched parapets and cast stone coping. The same type of cast stone is used for small square 
accent pieces within the masonry walls, and as casing around doors and windows. 
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Façade (South Wall) 
The façade of the school has five bays. (Photo 1.) The east three bays encompass the original 
section of the building, which was completed in 1928, and the two bays on the west are part of the 
ca. 1930 addition. (Photo 3.) The formal front entrance to the school is located in the second bay 
from the east. (Photo 2.) The entry bay is accented with bands of dark brick and a small stepped 
parapet wall that bears a stone nameplate which reads “HARMONY”. A bank of five metal, 1/1 
hung window units with fixed transom windows above spans the second floor of the entry bay. 
The window opening has a continuous cast stone lug subsill and it is topped with a row of dark 
soldier bricks. Matching dark bricks laid in stacked courses are used to form vertical panels along 
the edges of the entry bay. Each panel is bordered with dark soldier and stacked bricks and filled 
with a grid pattern of headers.  
 
The first floor of the entry bay contains the front door and a double window. Both of those 
openings have shallow segmental-arched tops that are accented with dark soldier and sailor bricks. 
The front doorway is recessed into the west archway. The doorway is original; the doors are 
modern. The window opening in the other archway is covered with plywood. Like all windows in 
the school, the masonry window opening is fully intact, and filled with newer aluminum framed 
sashes. The wall between the arched openings is accented with dark stacked bricks and grids of 
header bricks that are similar to those on the outer edges of the bay.  
 
The other two bays of the original part of the school façade, one on either side of the middle entry 
bay, have wide banks of windows that match those in the second floor of the entry bay. There is 
one such grouping on each floor. All four of those openings have continuous cast stone lug 
subsills, and those on the second floor are topped with a string course of soldier bricks which runs 
along the entire façade. Each window opening contains five newer metal windows, each of which 
consists of a metal, 1/1 hung window unit topped by a large fixed transom. Historic photos show 
that those openings had five windows each when the school was new; the historic windows varied 
in that they had wood, 9/9 hung window units instead. (Figure 6.)  
 
The two westernmost bays of the school façade are part of the first addition of the building, which 
was completed ca. 1930. Those two bays are the same size and have the same patterns of 
fenestration as the end bays of the original building, and they also have the same kind of face brick 
and cast stone coping. Only minor details differentiate this addition from the original, and include 
an offset of just a few inches in the front wall which marks the junction between the two sections. 
The soldier brick string course above the second floor windows are accented with square cast 
stone blocks that align with the mullions of the windows. (Photo 3.)  
 
East Elevation  
The east elevation of the building, which overlooks the east parking lot, has an arched inset 
entryway centered in the first floor. (Photos 9 and 10.) That entryway is edged with the same type 
of dark brick used on the front entrance bay. It contains a recessed set of double doors with a 
multi-light transom. The transom and door frames appear to be early or original; the doors 
themselves may be newer. There is one wide bank of windows located south of the entryway, and 
a rectangular brickwork panel to the north of it. The north panel is the same size as the south bank 
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of windows, and historic photos indicate that part of the wall originally had a bank of windows. 
(Figure 6.) The second floor of the east wall has just one window opening, which is centered 
above the doors, and contains a pair of typical windows. The upper east wall has a single soldier 
course band at window header height, and a notched parapet with cast stone coping. There are 
three concrete steps that lead up from the sidewalk that runs parallel to the parking lot, to the short 
sidewalk that that leads to the doors. The parking lot slopes down to the north and a there is a 
concrete retaining wall that runs the full length of the parking lot and sidewalk that varies in height 
and gets taller as it progresses north. 
 
North Elevation 
The north elevation of the original section is arranged much like the front façade of that section, 
but with an arched projecting entryway in the center bay and wider sets of windows in the outer 
bays. (Photos 8 and 9.) It differs in window size and configuration. There are several smaller sets 
of windows there, which reflect the location of restrooms and offices inside the building. All of 
the window openings are the same as those on the façade, with cast stone lug subsills and a band 
of solider bricks running across the wall at the header of the windows. The original building is 
slightly shallower than the 1930 addition, with an approximately 12-foot offset between the two.  
 
The north (back) elevation of the 1930 addition is three bays wide. (Photo 7.) It has the same 
system of architectural detailing as the façade, with the same type of variegated brick and cast 
stone accent pieces. The notched parapet is topped with cast stone coping, and the banks of 
windows on the second floor have the same type of solider course headers accented with cast stone 
blocks as those on the front wall. There are two wide window openings and a single doorway on 
the first floor, plus a solid section of wall that has an ornamental brickwork panel like those used 
on the auditorium.  
 
There are four sets of scuppers and downspouts on the back elevation. (Photo 9.) There are two on 
the original building, and two on the 1930 addition. One of the downspouts on the 1930 addition is 
badly damaged. The others are intact and in fair condition. All are early or original. 
 
West Elevation 
The west elevation of the 1930 addition is divided into two sections by the auditorium connector, 
which was added ca. 1949. It has the same architectural detailing as the façade, including a 
notched parapet topped with cast stone coping, and a continuation of the string course of soldier 
bricks on the second floor. The front portion of the wall has a panel of rectangular brickwork on 
each floor. (Figure 7) These panels feature soldier bricks with cast stone corner pieces. Most of the 
rear section of the west elevation is covered by a tree growing near the bottom of the wall. This 
section has a bank of four metal, 1/1 hung window units with fixed transom above on the first 
floor that are similar to those found on the rest of the main building. The second floor features a 
rectangular brickwork panel that is similar to the ones found on the front section of the wall. 
 
Auditorium Wing 
The auditorium is located west of the ca. 1930 addition. The façade of the auditorium is set back 
several feet from the façade of the main school, and the connector is recessed several more feet. 
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Although the auditorium wing was added nearly twenty years after the first addition was 
completed, it utilizes very similar materials and detailing. The walls are constructed of the same 
type of variegated brick used on the main building, and the cast stone coping at the roofline also 
matches that on the older sections. (Photo 4.) 
 
The south façade of the connector contains a large arched entryway that is edged by wide slabs of 
stone. The double doors in the opening are modern. The entryway is flanked by small single 
windows, in the same configuration as the other windows, and have cast stone lug subsills and 
lintels. The second floor of the connector has one original window opening that has a set of two 
modern metal hung windows that are centered on the entryway. The north wall of the connector 
contains a modest door, with a single metal, 1/1 hung window topped by a large transom on the 
second floor that is similar to those found on the rest of the building. 
 
The south facing façade of the auditorium has a stepped parapet that is similar to the one over the 
original school entrance. Ornamental brickwork is used to enliven the monolithic surface of the 
wall, which has no doors or windows. One solider course runs a few feet below the top of the wall, 
and additional bands of soldier and stacked course bricks are combined with cast stone corner 
blocks to create rectangular brickwork panels lower on the wall.  
 
The west side wall of the auditorium, which runs close to the west property line, has one doorway 
and eight single window openings, most of which are currently boarded over. (Photo 5.) The 
window openings all have simple cast stone lug subsills, and no lintels. A single soldier course 
band runs along the wall a few feet below the roofline. The north (back) and east walls of the 
auditorium have similar patterns of ornament. There are two entryways on the back wall. Each 
entryway is topped with a single-light transom and sheltered by a shallow, flat, concrete awning. 
One has a pair of modern flat painted doors, and the other is covered with plywood. Six metal, 1/1 
hung window units with large transoms on the east elevation are similar to those found throughout 
the building. There is also one scupper and downspout on the east wall of the auditorium. The 
lower part of the downspout is missing and has been for some time as there is a significant level of 
staining of the brick and mortar under the downspout. (Photo 6.) 
 
Roof 
Harmony School has a flat roof edged with a short notched parapet and cast stone coping. The 
parapet is stepped near the school’s main entrance, and along the south wall of the auditorium 
addition. The two original sections of the school building are divided by a firewall. The connector 
between the main school building and the auditorium addition also has a flat roof and notched 
parapet. A brick chimney is located roughly in the middle of the school, along the firewall in the 
original portion of the building. A comparison of historic and current photographs suggests that 
the chimney may have been shortened at some point, however no documentation of this change 
has been found. (Figure 8, Photo 1.) Several modern HVAC units are located on the roof of the 
school and auditorium. (Figure 3.) 
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Interior Plans  
The first floor of the original building contains two large classrooms, restrooms, and offices. 
(Figure 5.) A hallway runs from the front door to and past an open staircase that is centered along 
the north wall. (Photo 14.) There are two large classrooms east of the stair hall, and offices and 
restrooms to the west. A second, longer hallway runs east-west through the center of the building. 
(Photo 15.) The hallway continues through the 1930 addition, where it accesses two classrooms 
and a cafeteria. (Photo 16.) The corridor continues west to the small auditorium connector, which 
contains another staircase to the second floor, as well as outside entrances and a doorway into the 
auditorium. (Photo 18.)  
 
The auditorium is a large open room that measures 40 feet by 60 feet, with a large raised stage at 
the south end of the room. (Photo 17.) A shallow basement area below the stage provides storage 
for tables and chairs. There is also a very small basement level boiler room near the center of the 
original building. It is reached via a small enclosed staircase located off of the east-west hallway.  
 
The second floor plans for both sections of the main building are very much like those on the first 
floor. (Figure 5, photos 19-22.) The original section has three classrooms, a library, restrooms, and 
a small office. The 1930 addition has four classrooms. A wide east-west hallway runs from the 
main staircase in the original section to the stairs in the auditorium connector. The auditorium is a 
two story space; there is no access to it from the second floor.  
 
Interior Finishes 
Interior finishes are largely intact. Most rooms retain at least some original finishes, including 
painted plaster walls, and stained or painted millwork. Surviving early or original millwork 
includes door casing, bulletin board frames, and built-in cabinets. (Photo 19.) The walls of the 
auditorium addition also have tall structural glazed tile (SGT) wainscoting which is early or 
original and in good condition. (Photos 17, 18.) Several rooms also have early tile flooring; the 
early tile has been removed from others areas, and several of the classrooms have newer carpeting. 
Although many of the rooms now have suspended tile ceilings with inset fluorescent light fixtures, 
those new systems are not excessively low and they have had a negligible impact. The stairways 
and the second floor hallway all have exposed early or original plaster ceilings, and surface 
mounted fluorescent light fixtures. (Photos 14 and 19.)  
 
Modifications and Integrity  
The school today looks very much as it did in the 1950s. There have been no exterior additions or 
changes to the form or footprint of the building since the auditorium was completed ca. 1949.  
Original exterior architectural detailing such as masonry walls and cast stone accents are 
unchanged and in fair condition. Although all or most doors and windows in the building have 
been replaced in recent decades, the original patterns of fenestration are unchanged, and the 
original masonry openings and associated interior millwork are all intact.  
 
The interior plan and finishes are equally intact. There have been no notable changes to floorplans, 
circulation spaces, or individual patterns of room use. The original classrooms are little changed, 
and most retain early plaster walls, complete with chalk- and bulletin boards and early millwork. 
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Although ceilings in many of the rooms have new suspended tile systems, those systems represent 
an arguably reversible change that has not had a major impact upon the original volume of the 
rooms.  
 
The school retains all aspects of integrity. It is in its original location and a large majority of the 
surrounding buildings have been in place as long as the school has, preserving the historic setting. 
Design, materials, and workmanship are particularly intact; there have been few changes to either 
the form or the finishes of the building since the auditorium was completed ca. 1949. Feeling and 
association are also intact; the building continues to be one of the largest and most highly styled 
buildings in the neighborhood, and it is immediately recognizable as an early twentieth century 
school.  
 
Non-contributing Resources 
 
Playground: ca. 1970s to 2001, non-contributing structure, in fair condition. (Photo 13.) 
Playground equipment located north of the school building includes several swings and climbing 
structures as well as a large metal and plastic playground structure. Aerial photos indicate that the 
larger structure was installed between 1995 and 2002; the swing sets and climbing structures may 
be 10 to 20 years older.1   
 
Support Building 1: ca. 1980s, non-contributing building in fair condition. (Photo 12.)  
The largest of the three outbuildings, Building 1 is about than 40 years old. It appears to have been 
used as a temporary classroom building. It measures roughly 40 by 90 feet, and has a rectangular 
footprint, vertical ribbed metal siding and a flat roof. Each of the long, north-south elevations has 
two widely spaced entrances that are flanked with windows.  
 
Support Building 2: ca. 2003, non-contributing building in fair to poor condition. (Photo 11.) 
Support Building 2 appears to have been used as a temporary classroom building. This building 
was either altered or added to the site around 2004; early aerial maps show a much larger building 
in the same location from 1990 to 2002.2 It is a modest building with a shallow hipped roof and 
flat metal clad walls. It is approximately 39 feet long and 25 feet wide, with deep front roof 
overhang which forms an open porch. There are two doors and two window openings under the 
porch, all of which are boarded over.  
 
Support Building 3: ca. 2003, non-contributing building in fair to poor condition. (Photo 11.) 
Like Building 2, this building was either altered or added to the site around 2004; early aerial 
maps show a much larger building in the same location from 1990 to 2002.3 It appears to have 
been used as a temporary classroom building. It is a long rectangular building with a shallow gable 
roof with standing seam roofing, and flat metal walls. It measures approximately 30 feet by 70 
feet. The gable roof overhangs on one side to shelter four entrances, all of which are boarded over.  
  

                         
1 Google Earth photos dated 1990-2019. Accessed March 20, 2019. 
2 Google Earth photos dated 1990-2019. Accessed March 20, 2019. 
3 Google Earth photos dated 1990-2019. Accessed March 20, 2019. 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
  

X 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Education  
Ethnic Heritage/Black   
Architecture  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
ca. 1928-1963  
________________________ 
________________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 ca. 1928  
 ca. 1930  
 ca. 1949  

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 N/A  
________________________  
________________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 N/A   
 ________________________  
 ________________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 Layton, Hicks and Forsyth (Architects)  
 Hughes, S. P. (Builder) 
 Bailey & Bozalis (Architects) 
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Statement of Significance  
 
Summary Paragraph  
Harmony School, located at 1537 Northeast 24th Street, in Oklahoma City, was built in three 
phases; it was first placed in service in 1928, and it reached its current form ca. 1949. The school 
is locally significant under National Register Criteria A and C in the areas of Education, Ethnic 
Heritage: Black, and Architecture. The school is significant under Criterion A in the areas of 
Education and Ethnic Heritage: Black, for its association with education and the integration of 
Oklahoma City’s public schools in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Harmony Elementary School 
originally served white students only. Located in a transitional neighborhood, it was one of the 
first elementary schools in Oklahoma City to be the subject of a challenge to the Oklahoma City 
Board of Education’s discriminatory transfer policies. The transfer policy benefited white 
students by allowing them to transfer to a predominately white school outside of their district, 
but denied African American students the same transfer options. Although that initial challenge 
proved to be unsuccessful, it helped set the stage for future legal actions which led to the 
desegregation of the entire public school system in Oklahoma City. As integration of the school 
system progressed and neighborhood demographics changed, the enrollment of Harmony School 
transitioned from all-white to almost exclusively African American. The school was renamed 
Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School in 1974, and continued to serve as a public school 
until around 2002. At the time of its closing, nearly all of the students there were African 
American. It is also eligible in the area of Architecture as a good example of a 1920s public 
school in Oklahoma City which was designed by two prominent Oklahoma architectural firms. 
The first two sections of the school were designed by Layton, Hicks and Forsyth, a prominent 
local architectural firm. Solomon Layton, one of the firm’s partners, is credited with designing 
several important buildings in Oklahoma City including the Oklahoma State Capitol (NRHP 
#76001572), as well as scores of school buildings. The auditorium wing of the school, which was 
added ca. 1949, was designed by Bailey and Bozalis. The period of significance for Harmony 
School begins in 1928, when construction of the first portion of the school was completed, and 
ends in 1963, when the Oklahoma City Board of Education was first ordered to desegregate the 
public school system.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance  
 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, the state capitol of Oklahoma, and the county seat of Oklahoma County, was 
settled on April 22, 1889, as part of the land run of 1889. It was formally incorporated on July 
15, 1890.4 The city is located roughly in the center of the state, and is a major hub for several 
interstates, as well as rail traffic. The city’s early economy revolved around agriculture and 
transportation. A number of railroads constructed lines through Oklahoma City, including the 
Southern Kansas Railway; the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad; and the Missouri, Kansas, 
and Texas Railroad. Oklahoma City was also home to numerous manufacturing operations, 
                         
4 City of Oklahoma City, “Founding of Oklahoma City,” https://www.okc.gov/government/archives-
records/oklahoma-city-history/founding-of-oklahoma-city (accessed March 2019). 
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mills, cotton gins, and the Oklahoma National Stockyards.5 Most of Oklahoma City’s industrial 
activity and rail traffic was located along the Oklahoma River, south of Second Street. The area 
south of Second Street, near the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad tracks was also home to 
a large concentration of the city’s African American population.6 On June 11, 1910, Oklahoma 
City received a significant economic boost when it was chosen to replace Guthrie as the capitol 
of Oklahoma.7 Two landowners, W. F. Harn and J. J. Culbertson offered a 10-acre parcel located 
three miles north of downtown Oklahoma City as the site of the new capitol building. The land 
surrounding the capitol quickly developed into several wealthy neighborhoods with large houses, 
and streetcar lines.8 
 
Educational opportunities in Oklahoma City before statehood were limited. Some of the first 
classes to be held in the community took place outside, or in tents. The first four schools in the 
city were built in 1894 and 1903, and are no longer extant. 9 By statehood, about 4,000 students 
were attending classes in 23 schools throughout Oklahoma City.10 By the mid-1920s, the city’s 
school enrollment had ballooned to 20,380, a 400% jump over a single decade.11 That increase 
placed considerable strain on the school district’s buildings, and necessitated a dramatic increase 
in the construction of new school buildings in the 1920s. Between 1919 and 1931, the city 
constructed around 23 new school buildings, including the Harmony School on Northeast 24th 
Street.12  
 
Harmony School 
The present Harmony School building is the second Oklahoma City public school to go by that 
name. The original Harmony School was located a few blocks southeast, at 1933 East 23rd Street 
near the present-day corner of 23rd Street, and North Martin Luther King Ave.13  
In April 1927, the Oklahoma City Board of Education announced plans to construct a new 
Harmony School building on a new site.14 The decision to change sites reflected the school 
district’s desire to achieve an even distribution of elementary schools as part of the building 
campaign of the 1920s. As one article about the building program noted, “School officials hope 
eventually to have city grade schools at points a mile apart. This would eliminate long walks and 
schools would not be too close together, as some of them near the city center now are.”15 
                         
5 Linda D. Wilson, "Oklahoma City," The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=OK025, (accessed March 2019). 
6 Edward Jackson Pugh, “Spatial Consequences of Public Policy on the Evolution of the Black Community: A Case 
Study of Oklahoma City, 1889-1974” (PhD Diss., University of Oklahoma, 1977), 100. 
7 Linda D. Wilson, "Oklahoma City.” 
8 Planning Department, City of Oklahoma City, Reconnaissance Survey of Portions of Oklahoma City (Oklahoma 
City, OK: State Historic Preservation Office, 1994), 9.  
9 Jo Meacham Associates, Architectural/Historical Survey of Oklahoma City’s Historic School Buildings (Oklahoma 
City, OK: The Criterion Group, Inc., 2001), 4. 
10 Jo Meacham Associates, 12. 
11 Jo Meacham Associates, 14. 
12 Jo Meacham Associates, 29-31. 
13 1926 Directory, 314. 
14 “Harmony to Move,” The Daily Oklahoman, April 27, 1927. 
15 “Expansion of City Carries Need for Greater Educational Facilities,” The Daily Oklahoman, September 29, 1929, 
3. 
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In May, the Special Committee on Needs for New Buildings and Additions recommended that 
the district construct “the first unit of a building in the Harmony school district.” Following the 
recommendation of the committee, the board of education instructed the architectural firm of 
Layton, Hicks and Forsyth to prepare plans for the new Harmony building.16 Architectural work 
was largely completed by July 1927, when the board awarded the general construction contract 
to S. P. Hughes.17  
 
Like many elementary schools that were built in Oklahoma City during the 1920s, Harmony 
School was designed so that it could easily be expanded in the future. That was common 
practice; one survey of school buildings in Oklahoma City found that many of the city’s early 
elementary schools were expanded to two or three times their original size over the years. The 
expansions include the addition of classrooms and support spaces such as auditoriums, 
gymnasiums, and cafeterias.18 The district’s used a modular approach to school design, which 
they referred to as the “Unit Plan.” Under the plan, most elementary schools were constructed 
with eight original rooms, with floor plans that allowed four- or six-room additions to be easily 
added later.19  
 
The first section of Harmony School was completed sometime in late 1927 or 1928, and was 
placed in service for the 1928 school year.20 The first floor included support spaces and 
bathrooms on the western half, and two large classrooms on the eastern half. The second floor 
included one bathroom, an office, and several additional classrooms. (Figure 6: Photograph of 
original school.) The first unit did not include a cafeteria; school board records show that 
residents in the Harmony school district had asked the board in 1927 to address that lack by 
setting up a temporary building on the site of the new school for use as a cafeteria.21  
 
Enrollment exceeded capacity of the new school within a year. In 1929, the Oklahoma City 
Board of Education announced a new construction program, aimed at easing a district-wide 
overcrowding issue that was being caused by rapid population growth in the city. The district’s 
plan included the construction of four new school buildings, plus the expansion of seven others, 
including Harmony. The district stated that “additions would give needed room at Bath and 
Harmony schools to take care of expansion of the city to the northeast…”22  
 
The second section of Harmony school was designed by the same architectural firm as the 
original section. In March 1930, Layton, Hicks and Forsyth reported to the school board that they 
had completed drawings for the additions to ten school buildings, including Harmony School.23 
                         
16 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” Oklahoma City Public Library, 
Vertical Files, May 2, 1927. 
17 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” July 16, 1927. 
18 Jo Meacham Associates, 26. 
19 “Expansion of City Carries Need for Greater Educational Facilities.” 
20 “Proposed Plan Could Close 9 City Schools,” The Daily Oklahoman, November 6, 1981, 49; 1928 City Directory, 
350. 
21 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” December 27, 1927. 
22 “Expansion of City Carries Need for Greater Educational Facilities.”  
23 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” March 11, 1930. 
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On May 19, 1930, the Committee on Bids and New Additions awarded three separate contracts 
totaling $41,647.50, for plaster ceilings, heating, plumbing and electrical work at Harmony 
School.24 Construction on the second section of Harmony School proceeded quickly, and was 
completed around 1930. The school’s second included six classrooms and a cafeteria. (Figure 5: 
Floor Plans. Figure 8: Photograph of school showing second unit, ca 1936.) Once Unit 2 was 
placed in service, the temporary cafeteria building was removed from the school grounds, for use 
at another school.25 
 
The school served the needs of the district into the late 1940s, when the district engaged the local 
architectural firm of Bailey & Bozalis to design a large new auditorium for the school. Design 
work was completed by September 1948, when the board of education solicited bids for 
“constructing a new auditorium and remodeling the existing building known as Harmony 
School.” 26 Construction of the auditorium addition was the last significant addition made to 
Harmony School. (Figure 9: Photograph of auditorium addition, ca. 1949; Figure 10: Sanborn 
Map showing Harmony School.)27 
 
African American Communities in Oklahoma City  
While Harmony School was located in a predominately white neighborhood in the 1930s, the 
demographics of the neighborhood had changed by the 1960s. Settlement patterns in Oklahoma 
City were shaped by city ordinances that restricted people of color to specific neighborhoods. In 
1916, the city passed the first of many racial housing ordinances. Under that ordinance, it was 
illegal for a person to move to a block where 75% or more residents were of another race.28 That 
ordinance was declared unconstitutional one year later, but was followed by similar legislation in 
1918. The new ordinance established Northeast Fourth Street as the boundary between white and 
black neighborhoods. The second ordinance held until 1919, when it was declared 
unconstitutional in United States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma.29  
 
Although both of these early ordinances were quickly declared unconstitutional, Northeast 
Fourth Street stood as the divining line between white and black neighborhoods until the 1930s. 
In 1933, the Oklahoma City Planning Commission recommended new boundaries to separate 
white and black neighborhoods. Under the commission’s recommendations, the northern limit of 
exclusively black development was to be Northeast Eighth Street, while the southern limit of 
exclusively white development was Northeast 10th Street. In the area between the two streets, no 
one was allowed to move to a block that was occupied by 51% or more members of another 
race.30 Although that ordinance was also declared unconstitutional, Northeast Eighth Street 
continued to be the unofficial northern boundary of African American communities in Oklahoma 
                         
24 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” May 19, 1930. 
25 “New City School Will Face Delay,” The Daily Oklahoman, September 13, 1931, 22. 
26 “Notice for Bids,” The Daily Oklahoman, September 9, 1948, 67. 
27 The date associated with the photograph of the auditorium under construction is 1943. Given the 1949 notice for 
bids for the auditorium, and information from a 1950 Sanborn map, it seems likely that this photograph was taken 
ca. 1949.  
28 Pugh, 123. 
29 Pugh, 125. 
30 Planning Department, City of Oklahoma City, 11. 
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City through the 1950s. As the black population in Oklahoma City increased, that boundary 
moved north, and by 1960, it had reached Northeast 23rd Street. (Figure 12: “Black Population 
Location and Distribution, Oklahoma City; 1930; Figure 13: “Black Population Location and 
Distribution, Oklahoma City, 1960.) 
 
Restrictive housing ordinances in Oklahoma City neighborhoods established clearly-defined 
racial segregation that had long-lasting impacts. Boundaries between white and black 
neighborhoods were unofficially maintained for decades, and they impacted countless activities 
within the city, especially when it came to the education system. 
 
Public Education Before 1954 
Oklahoma’s founding constitution laid the groundwork for a system of segregated educational 
facilities that would last well into the 1970s. The Oklahoma Organic Act established a territorial 
government for the Oklahoma Territory on May 2, 1890. Less than two weeks later, on May 14, 
1890, an addition to the act provided funds to establish segregated schools in the Oklahoma 
Territory.31 According to one study, the public school system in Oklahoma City was “the first 
institution [in the state] to be officially segregated…”32 Originally, the Organic Act allowed 
counties to choose whether their schools would be separate or combined. That practice changed 
in 1897, when a law mandating separate schools was passed.33 
 
Oklahoma entered the Union on November 16, 1907 with a constitution that included a long 
section about education. In keeping with many of the state’s territorial laws, the new constitution 
stipulated that schools were to be completely segregated, and made it illegal for any teacher to 
teach in a school where both black and white children were enrolled.34 Doing so was considered 
a misdemeanor, and was punishable with fines up to $500 per day.35  
 
Statistics show a clear disparity between black and white schools during Oklahoma’s first 
decades of statehood. In the 1920s, the average teacher in a black school was responsible for 
seven more students than the average teacher in a white school, and earned around $600-$1,000 
less than white teachers at the same grade level.36 In Oklahoma City, the board of education paid 
teachers in the white-only schools approximately $5.77 per child taught in 1928. Teachers in 
“separate schools” were paid $4.14 for each child.37 The difference in pay between teachers was 
not equalized until 1948.38 

                         
31 Pugh, 98. 
32 Planning Department, City of Oklahoma City, 10 
33 Leonard B. Cayton, “A History of Black Public Education in Oklahoma” (PhD Diss., University of Oklahoma, 
1977), 24.  
34 Cayton, 2. 
35 Cayton, 43. 
36 Cayton, 103. 
37 Calculated from payroll statistics in Oklahoma City Board of Education minutes, March 5, 1928. According to the 
minutes, there were 29,372 white students, and 2,680 black students attending schools in the district. Total payroll 
for employees in white-only schools was $194,556.13 in the month of February 1928. The payroll for employees in 
“separate schools” was $13,960.16. 
38 Cayton, 108 
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Equal educational opportunities for black students first came at the higher education level. In 
1946, an African American woman named Ada Lois Sipuel was denied admission to the School 
of Law at the University of Oklahoma, the only law school in the state. After the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that Sipuel was entitled to a “separate but equal” education, the state of 
Oklahoma created the Langston University School of Law, a separate law school for African 
American Students. Sipuel, along with many prominent legal and educational professionals, 
pushed back at that decision. They argued that Langston University School of Law, which was 
nicknamed the “one-man law school,” was not equal to the law school at the University of 
Oklahoma. In 1949, after a lengthy legal challenge, the state of Oklahoma closed the school and 
admitted Sipuel into the University of Oklahoma.39 
 
In the 1950s, spurred on by the success of cases like the one involving Sipuel, community 
activists began planning legal challenges to Oklahoma City’s segregated public school system. 
Many believed that defeating the city’s segregation policies in court would lead to a larger, 
statewide repeal of segregation laws.40 Their efforts received a major boost on May 17, 1954, 
when the United States Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Board of Education that the practice of 
“separate but equal” for schools and other services was unconstitutional. Following the Brown 
decision, civil rights advocates throughout Oklahoma called for a swift end to legal segregation. 
Johnston Murray, the Governor of Oklahoma, announced that the state would uphold the 
Supreme Court’s decision without conflict.41  
 
Public Education After 1954  
Local advocates redoubled calls for the integration of the city school system following the Brown 
v Board decision. In October 1954, the Oklahoma City chapter of the NAACP filed a petition, 
asking the Oklahoma City Board of Education to speed up the process of integrating the city’s 
public schools.42 In July 1955, Jimmy Stewart, president of the Oklahoma City chapter of the 
NAACP, presented a petition to the school board on behalf of several African American families 
who requested that their children be permitted to attend white schools immediately.43 School 
board minutes note only that the petition was presented; no information was found to indicate 
that the board later took any action on that particular petition.   
 
The board of education did respond to calls for school integration, however. On June 2, 1955, 
they took a major step in the integration process by asking the Superintendent’s Office to prepare 
a study of school boundaries, and school building capacities, to provide data that could be used 
for future efforts.44 In August 1955, the board announced a plan for revised school enrollment 

                         
39 Allen A. Saxe, “Protest and Reform: The Desegregation of Oklahoma City” (PhD Diss., University of Oklahoma, 
1969), 85-88. 
40 Saxe, 120. 
41 Saxe, 126. 
42 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” October 21, 1954.  
43 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” June 17, 1955. The board’s 
minutes do not name the schools that were mentioned in the petition. 
44 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” June 2, 1955. 
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areas in a part of the city that was described as “racially mixed.”45 The area being targeted was 
just south of the Harmony School attendance area, between Northeast 23rd Street and Northeast 
15th Street. It contained approximately 18 of the city’s 77 elementary schools at the time. The 
new plan was described as being geographically based. According to the plan, schools would be 
open for all students living within that school’s geographic area. An article about the project also 
noted that some attendance boundaries remained the same, but “doors of the previously all-white 
schools are simply thrown open to Negro pupils presently living in the district.”46 
  
The plan allowed students living within those boundaries to either continue attending their 
previous school for one year, or enroll at the school within their new district’s enrollment areas 
regardless of their race. The first five schools to be desegregated began enrolling students of both 
races just a few weeks after the plan was announced. At the beginning of the 1955 school year, 
just under 200 black students were enrolled in elementary schools that had previously been 
available to white students only. Of those five newly integrated schools, only one enrolled more 
black children than white children the year the change was made.47  
 
The new integration program was of limited scope, however, and was further hampered by a 
restrictive transfer policy, which did not take geographic boundaries in to consideration. Instead, 
the school board allowed students to transfer to a school outside of their assigned attendance area 
only in cases where they would be in the majority race of the new school.48 The transfer policy 
was seen by the local NAACP and other civil rights activists as counter to the goals of a fully 
integrated school system, and in 1957, it became the target of a legal challenge by the Oklahoma 
City NAACP. 
 
Harmony School Transfer Challenge  
In late 1957, the Oklahoma City chapter of the NAACP announced their plans to file a suit in 
federal court challenging the school district’s transfer policy, “which we believe to be 
discriminatory.” 49 That action had been precipitated by a request for a transfers to the Harmony 
School. Earlier that fall, seven African American students requested a transfer from Culbertson 
Elementary, the integrated school they had been enrolled in, to Harmony Elementary, which was 
an all-white school at the time. (Figure 14: Excerpt from article about Harmony transfer case.) 
The Oklahoma City Board of Education denied the student’s request. That prompted John Green, 
an attorney for the Oklahoma City chapter of the NAACP, to challenge the board’s decision in 
the October 1957 board of education meeting.50 Green was well-qualified to handle that 
challenge. The second black student to graduate from the University of Oklahoma’s law 
program, he spent a large part of his career fighting segregation issues, and he became a 
prominent figure in the national and statewide civil rights movements.51 
                         
45 “End of Segregation Changes 13 School District Boundaries,” The Daily Oklahoman, August 2, 1955, 5. 
46 “End of Segregation Changes 13 School District Boundaries.” 
47 Imogene Patrick, “5 Gradeschools in City Mixed by Integration,” The Daily Oklahoman, August 31, 1955, 53. 
48 Loy Ferguson, “Court Action Asked in School Dispute,” The Daily Oklahoman, October 9, 1957, 23. 
49 Loy Ferguson, “Court Action Asked in School Dispute.” 
50 “Minutes of the Board of Education of the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,” October 7, 1957. 
51 “Oklahoma Life Fellow John Green,” American Bar Foundation, February 15, 2012,  
http://www.americanbarfoundation.org/news/312 (accessed March 2019). 
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At the October 1957 meeting of the school board, Green questioned the Oklahoma City Board of 
Education’s reasoning in denying transfers to the black students who wished to attend to 
Harmony School. He pointed out that one of the students lived about 2 blocks from Harmony, 
but 16 blocks from Culbertson Elementary, and noted that forty white students had been granted 
the same transfer from Culbertson to Harmony. The board insisted that their decision in denying 
the request was legal under the Supreme Court’s Brown decision, and that African American 
students in the Culbertson Elementary enrollment area were given the option of attending either 
Culbertson Elementary, which was integrated, or Edwards Elementary, which was not.52 In one 
newspaper article, the transfer policy was described as an “escape valve for those who cannot 
take integration” and that the policy “has helped integration proceed smoothly here” by reducing 
conflicts.53 
  
Shortly after that meeting, the national NAACP Executive Committee announced that they 
would allow the Oklahoma City branch of the NAACP to seek legal action in the Harmony 
School transfer case.54 Dr. Melvin Barnes, the superintendent of the Oklahoma City public 
school system, defended the district’s transfer policy, pointing out that there were around 3,000 
students in the system who were attending a school outside of their district. Dr. Barnes further 
stated that the largest obstacle towards full integration in Oklahoma City was racism among 
some adults, noting that “I have not found any expressions of prejudice on the part of the 
children.”55  
 
Although it does not appear that the Harmony School transfer issue was ever brought to federal 
court, it did lay the ground work for future actions. In 1963, John Green and the local NAACP 
chapter were able to initiate legal action, with the lawsuit of Dowell v. School Board of 
Oklahoma City Public Schools in the United States District Court for the Western District of 
Oklahoma.56 According to the American Bar Foundation, the Dowell suit “forced the Oklahoma 
City school system to integrate all public schools and make education in Oklahoma equal for all 
races.”57  
 
The suit began when Robert Dowell, then a student at Douglass High School, was denied a 
transfer from Douglass to Northeast High School, an all-white high school. According to the suit, 
African American students in the school district who sought transfers faced “conditions and 
limitations that are not met and faced by white pupils within the school district who seek 
transfers to the same school or schools from the attendance area in which they live.”58 
 

                         
52 Imogene Patrick, “Negroes Ask Entry to Harmony School,” The Daily Oklahoman, October 8, 1957, 23.  
53 Imogene Patrick, “Negroes Ask Entry to Harmony School.” 
54 Imogene Patrick, “NAACP Turns School Matter to Committee.” 
55 “Publicity Listed as Big Obstacle to Integration,” The Daily Oklahoman, December 5, 1957, 19. 
56 Dowell v. School Board of Oklahoma City Public Schools, 219 F. Supp. 427 (W. D. Okla., 1963). 
57 “Oklahoma Life Fellow John Green,” American Bar Foundation. 
58 Dowell v. School Board of Oklahoma City Public Schools, 219 F. Supp. 427 (W. D. Okla., 1963). 
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In order to establish a history of racial discrimination within the district, Green highlighted the 
board’s uneven enforcement of the “minority to majority” transfer policy. One of the examples 
that was presented involved the case of Edwina Hilton. Hilton was one of the students who had 
sought a transfer from Culbertson Elementary School to Harmony Elementary School in 1957. 
Her mother had said that Edwina had asthma, and lived less than a half-mile from Harmony, 
comparted to one mile from Culbertson. In the process of questioning the board’s decision of 
denying Edwina admission to Harmony, the prosecution presented evidence which showed that 
Harmony’s population at the time of the Dowell case included 139 African American students, 
and 179 white students. That ratio was far closer than many of the other integrated schools in the 
district at that time. The prosecution also stated that two of Edwina’s close neighbors received 
transfers to Harmony “without trouble or difficulty on the basis that they were transferring out of 
a predominantly Negro school to a predominantly white school.”59  
 
District Court Judge Luther L. Bohanon found that “the Oklahoma City School District was 
operating a dual school system in violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the U. S. Constitution,” adding that the board “followed a course of integration as 
slowly as possible.”60 As a result, Judge Bohanon ordered the district to take steps to fully 
desegregate by the end of 1963. In 1965, Judge Bohanon appointed a commission to study the 
actions of the Oklahoma City school district, to see if it had complied with integration as 
established by the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Education. After the 
commission found that the district had not fully complied, Judge Bohanon ordered the full 
desegregation of Oklahoma City schools by 1966.61  
 
After a series of subsequent appeals by the Oklahoma City Board of Education, the court ordered 
the school district to adopt the “Finger Plan” in 1972.62 The plan, developed by Dr. John A. 
Finger, had been implemented in several other school districts across the country, and was 
designed to use mandatory bussing of students as a way to effectively integrate Oklahoma City 
schools.63 In 1985, the Oklahoma City Board of Education voted to end the practice of 
mandatory bussing, and established voluntary bussing policies.  
 
The fight over desegregation in Oklahoma City’s public school system continued until 1990, 
when the Supreme Court agreed with the decision of the District Court to dissolve the 1963 
federal desegregation ruling, on the grounds that the board had acted in good faith in 
implementing desegregation policies, and had achieved “unitary status.” According to one article 
written about the case, the term “unitary status” generally describes “a dual school system that 
has been brought into compliance with the equal protection clause of the fourteenth amendment 

                         
59 Dowell v. School Board of Oklahoma City Public Schools, 219 F. Supp. 427 (W. D. Okla., 1963). 
60 Jerry E. Stephens, "Busing," The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=BU017 (accessed March 2019.); Dowell v. School 
Board of Oklahoma City Public Schools, 219 F. Supp. 427 (W. D. Okla. 1963). 
61 Tim Reid, “Here’s School Integration in Nutshell,” The Daily Oklahoman, July 23, 1967, 15. 
62 Chris Casteel, “Schools Case Expected to Have Wide Impact,” The Daily Oklahoman, September 30, 1990, 1, 17. 
63 Gretchen M. Widdig, “Board of Education of Oklahoma City v. Dowell: A Solution to Perpetual Judicial 
Supervision,” Tulsa Law Review 27, no. 1 (1991), 93. 
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of the Constitution.”64 Because the Oklahoma City public school district was found to have 
achieved “unitary status,” the court ruled that federally-imposed desegregation policies were no 
longer applicable to the district. 
 
Harmony School remained in use as a public elementary school throughout that process. Around 
1974, Harmony School was renamed Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School, and the 
building continued to serve as a public school until it was decommissioned, around 2003.65 Soon 
after it was closed, the board of education leased the building to the Marcus Garvey Leadership 
Charter School, which served students in kindergarten through 6th grade.66 Marcus Garvey 
Leadership Charter School held classes in the building until 2013, when the Oklahoma City 
Board of Education pulled the school’s charter due to financial concerns and poor academic 
performance.67 By the time the Marcus Garvey Leadership Charter School closed in 2013, about 
95% of the school’s 180 students were black.68 The building has been vacant since the Marcus 
Garvey Leadership Charter School closed. 
 
Architecture 
In a 1994 reconnaissance survey of northeast Oklahoma City, Harmony School was identified as 
individually eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, for 
Architecture.69 That determination of eligibility was reaffirmed in 2001, when an architectural 
survey of school buildings in Oklahoma City also found the school to be eligible.70 
 
Harmony School is a good example of an Oklahoma City public school building that was 
designed and built during a time of major growth and expansion for the Oklahoma City public 
school system. It gains additional significance for its association with two of Oklahoma City’s 
leading architectural firms. The first two sections of the school were designed by the 
architectural firm of Layton, Hicks and Forsyth. Solomon Layton, the firm’s founder, was born 
in 1864. Layton began his career in Denver, and moved to El Reno, Oklahoma in 1902. He 
established several architectural firms over the course of his career, and he is credited with the 
design of over 100 buildings across the state. Those projects include some of Oklahoma’s most 
important buildings, such as the Oklahoma State Capitol (NRHP #76001572), the Governor’s 
Mansion (NRHP #76001569), the Oklahoma County Courthouse (NRHP #925000126), the 
Skirvin Hotel (NRHP #79002010), and several buildings on the campus of the University of 
Oklahoma.71  
 

                         
64 Widdig, 86. 
65 Jo Meacham Associates, 34. 
66 Michael Bratcher, “Vacated School Buildings Being Put to Good Use,” The Daily Oklahoman, September 20, 
2003, 4. 
67 “Decision to Close is a Win for Charter Schools,” The Daily Oklahoman, June 7, 2013, 6. 
68 Carrie Coppernoll, “A Look at Marcus Garvey Leadership Charter School in Oklahoma City,” The Oklahoman, 
April 16, 2013. 
69 Planning Department, City of Oklahoma City, 13. 
70 Jo Meacham Associates, 32. 
71 Mary Jo Nelson, "Layton, Solomon Andrew," The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=LA036 (accessed March 2019). 
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Solomon Layton is also widely recognized as a leading designer of public schools in the state. 
He designed at least 46 school buildings in Oklahoma City alone. Only a handful of those 
schools are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.72 They include Central High School 
(NRHP #760001570, listed 1976), (Old) Douglass High School (NRHP #07000259, listed 2007), 
Harding Junior High School (NRHP #2000172, listed 2002), Taft Junior High School (NRHP 
#07000515, listed 2007), and Dunbar Elementary School (NRHP SG100002217, listed 2018).  
 
Dunbar Elementary School, the only elementary school in Oklahoma designed by Layton that is 
listed in the National Register, shares many aspects of form and design with Harmony School. 
Both schools are rectangular, two-story “Unit System” buildings that were expanded as the need 
for space increased. Architectural styling of Dunbar is also similar to that of Harmony. Both 
buildings feature decorative brick patterns accented with square stone blocks, and wide banks of 
windows grouped around formal entrances. (Figure 11: Photograph of Dunbar Elementary 
School, 2017.) 
 
The ca. 1949 auditorium addition to Harmony School is also the work of one of the state’s more 
notable architectural firms. The plans for the auditorium represents an early commission for the 
architectural firm of Bailey & Bozalis, which was formed in 1946 by Leonard Bailey and John 
Bozalis. The partners went on to design several Naval Reserve Training Centers in Oklahoma, as 
well as the Petroleum Engineering Building at the University of Oklahoma. Although Leonard 
Bailey retired in the mid-1950s, the firm remained active into the late twentieth century, and they 
have been credited with the design of some of the most iconic Modernist buildings in Oklahoma 
City, such as the Citizens State Bank (NRHP #03000875), the Citizens Bank Tower (NRHP 
#9000978), and the BancFirst Tower (Chase Tower), at 100 North Broadway.73 
 
Conclusion  
For much of its history, Harmony School was a white-only institution. By December 1957, eight 
of the city’s elementary schools had been integrated. Around 1959, Harmony School became the 
10th school in the Oklahoma City public school system to be integrated, out of a total of 91 
public elementary or secondary schools in the city.74 The first five integrated schools in the city 
were located in areas that were already racially mixed, or which had a large majority of African 
American residents.75 Harmony School, by contrast, was in an area that had a large concentration 
of white residents, and it had served white students only up to that time. In the 1950s, the 
northern boundary of the black population in Oklahoma City reached Northeast 23rd Street. 
Given its proximity to the expanding African American community in northeast Oklahoma City, 
Harmony School was an ideal location for a challenge to the Oklahoma City Board of 
Education’s discriminatory transfer policies. Although the initial challenge to the board’s policy 
was unsuccessful, the experience gained during the Harmony School case proved to be 
instrumental for attorney John Green and other local activists. Green went on to take a lead role 
in the 1963 case of Dowell v. School Board of Oklahoma City Public Schools, which led to the 
                         
72 Mary Jo Nelson, "Layton, Solomon Andrew." 
73 “Architecture Firm Celebrates 77-Year Alliance in State,” The Daily Okahoman, September 2, 1982. 
74 Jo Meacham Associates, 19. 
75 Imogene Patrick, “5 Gradeschools in City Mixed by Integration.” 
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desegregation of the Oklahoma City public school system. Harmony School has seen few 
alterations since the auditorium addition was completed ca. 1949, and it appears today much as it 
did when it was used as an elementary school. 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
  

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
   X   State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):   N/A    
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property 4.09 Acres  
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 35.495281  Longitude: -97.484028 

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
Lot Fifteen (15) of Raney’s Addition to the City of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

 
 Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The boundary encompasses all land currently and historically associated with Harmony 
School.
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11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: Debbie Sheals and Mason Martel        
organization: Building Preservation, LLC       
street & number: 29 South 9th St. Suite 210       
city or town:  Columbia      state: Missouri      zip code: 65201       
e-mail: debsheals@gmail.com   
telephone: 573-874-3779    
date: October 2018; March 2019          
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location.    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 

 
Photo Log 
Name of Property:   Harmony School 
City or Vicinity:   Oklahoma City 
County:  Oklahoma   State: Oklahoma 
Photographer:   Debbie Sheals 
Date Photographed:  October 2018, March 2019 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
Photo No.  Description of Photo    Camera Direction  
Photo 1 of 22  Southeast corner     Northwest   
Photo 2 of 22  Front entrance detail     North    
Photo 3 of 22  South wall      Northeast   
Photo 4 of 22  South wall of auditorium addition   North    
Photo 5 of 22  Northwest corner of auditorium   Southeast   
Photo 6 of 22  Northeast corner of auditorium   Southwest   
Photo 7 of 22  North wall      South    
Photo 8 of 22  North wall      South    
Photo 9 of 22  Northeast corner     Southwest   
Photo 10 of 22  East wall      West    
Photo 11 of 22  Site and two noncontributing buildings  Southeast   
Photo 12 of 22  Noncontributing building    West    
Photo 13 of 22  Playground and site     Northeast   
Photo 14 of 22  First floor staircase     North    
Photo 15 of 22  First floor corridor     West    
Photo 16 of 22  First floor classroom     Northeast   
Photo 17 of 22  Auditorium      South    
Photo 18 of 22  First floor staircase     Northwest   
Photo 19 of 22  Second floor corridor     West    
Photo 20 of 22  Second floor classroom    Southeast   
Photo 21 of 22  Second floor classroom    Northeast   
Photo 22 of 22  Second floor classroom    Northwest   
 

 
 Figure Log           
 Figure 1:   Site Map. Google Maps 2019. 
 Figure 2:   Contextual Map. Google Maps 2019. 
 Figure 3.   Aerial photo of entire site. Google Earth 2019.  

Figure 4:   Site Plan and Key to Exterior Photos.  
 Figure 5:   Floor Plans and Key to Interior Photos.   
 Figure 6:   Photograph of original school.  
 Figure 7:   Photograph showing portion of west elevation of Harmony School. 
 Figure 8:   Photograph of school showing second unit, ca. 1936  
 Figure 9:   Photograph of auditorium construction, ca. 1949  
 Figure 10:   Sanborn Map showing Harmony School, 1950.  
 Figure 11:  Photograph of Dunbar Elementary School.  

Figure 12:   “Black Population Location and Distribution, Oklahoma City, 1930.”  
Figure 13:   “Black Population Location and Distribution, Oklahoma City, 1960.”  
Figure 14:   Excerpt from October 1957 article about Harmony transfer case.  
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Figure 1: Site Map. Google Maps 2019. (See Figure 3 for detailed view of site.) 
 

 
 
Figure 2: Contextual Map. Google Maps 2019. 
 

 
 

[!] Harmony Schoo l 
1537 NE 24th St . Ok lahoma City, OK 73 11 1-32 12 Latitude: 35.495281 ° Longitude: -97.484028° 

Go gle Maps 

Imagery ©2019 Google, Map data ©2019 Google 1000 ft 
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Figure 3: Aerial photo of entire site. Google Earth, 2019. 
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Figure 4: Site Plan and Exterior Photo Key. Image from: Oklahoma County Assessor online property map, 
https://assessor.oklahomacounty.org/203/Search-Property-Records (accessed March 2019.) 
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Figure 5: Floor Plans and Key to Interior Photos. 1983 base plans supplied by building owner. 
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Figure 6: Photograph of the original school, ca. 1928. “Harmony School --- Building,” February 20, 1923, 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Photograph 2012.201.B0249.0732, 
https://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/67531/metadc349519/ (accessed March 2019).  
 

 
 
Figure 7: Photograph showing portion of west elevation of Harmony School. Photo by Deb 
Sheals, 2018. 
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Figure 8: Photograph of school showing second unit, ca. 1936. Kaho, C. J., “Harmony School,” 
February 28, 1936, Oklahoma Historical Society, Photograph 2012.201.B0249.0735], 
https://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/67531/metadc360311/m1/1/?q=Harmony%20School (accessed March 2019). 
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Figure 9: Photograph of auditorium construction, ca. 1949.  
Joe Miller, “Children at Harmony School, 1537 NE 24, have an added attraction on pretty days, that of watching 
bricklayers at work on the new auditorium,” February 24, 1943, Oklahoma Historical Society, Photograph 
2012.201.B0249.0736, https://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/67531/metadc362588/ (accessed March 2019). 
 
 

 
 

  

.. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900          OMB No. 1024-0018 

 

Harmony School  Oklahoma County, Oklahoma 
Name of Property         County and State 
 

Section 11 page 8 
 

 
Figure 10: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing “Harmony Public School.”1 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, “Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 1950,” Volume 3, page 326. 
 

 
  

                         
1 This Sanborn map shows the two school sections, and the auditorium addition, with approximate construction 
dates for all three. Although available Sanborn maps of the school do not show the entire site, which extends north 
to Northeast 26th Street, the key for this volume depicts the site as a single undivided lot. This suggests that the 
school district could have owned the entire lot. 
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Figure 11: Photograph of Dunbar Elementary School, NRHP #SG100002217 
Oklahoma Historical Society. “Dunbar Elementary School.” Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office, Online 
National Register of Historic Places Database. http://nr2_shpo.okstate.edu/images/SG100002217/SG100002217.jpg 
(accessed March 2019). 
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Figure 12: “Black Population Location and Distribution, Oklahoma City, 1930.”  
Edward Jackson Pugh, “Spatial Consequences of Public Policy on the Evolution of the Black Community: A Case 
Study of Oklahoma City, 1889-1974” (PhD Diss., University of Oklahoma, 1977), 148. 
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Figure 13: “Black Population Location and Distribution, Oklahoma City, 1960.”  
Edward Jackson Pugh, “Spatial Consequences of Public Policy on the Evolution of the Black Community: A Case 
Study of Oklahoma City, 1889-1974” (PhD Diss., University of Oklahoma, 1977), 203. 
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Figure 14: Excerpt from October 1957 article about Harmony transfer case.  
Imogene Patrick, “Negroes Ask Entry to Harmony School,” The Daily Oklahoman, October 8, 1975, 23. 

 

 
  

Negroes Ask Entry 
To ·Harmony School 

By IMOGENE PATRICK 
A . ational Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

committee fonday protested the refusal of Oklahoma City chool 
oCficlals to transfer even egro pupils from an integrated to an 
all-white elementary school. 

Th group went before the school board in monthly session Ion- 1 
day arternoon lo ask a clarification or the board policy on spcdal c 
transfers. 

r John Green, attorney for the Oklahoma City AACP, told the 
l board the children are residents of the Culbertson elementary di • 1 

--------------, trict but liv clo er to Harmony 
ele~entary than to Culbertson. 

He complained that a number of , 
white children in the Culbertson 
district have been granted special 
transfers to Harmony, although 
they Ii e a greater distance from 
Harmony than • the· ~egro pupils 
requesting tra?5Mrs. 
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Photo 1. Southeast corner, facing northwest. 
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Photo 2. Front entrance detail, facing north. 
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Photo 3. South wall, facing northeast. 
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Photo 4. South wall of auditorium addition, facing north. 
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Photo 5. Northwest corner of auditorium, facing southeast. 
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Photo 6. Northeast corner of auditorium, facing southwest. 
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Photo 7. North wall, facing south. 
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Photo 8. North wall, facing south. 
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Photo 9. Northeast corner, facing southwest. 
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Photo 10. East wall, facing west. 
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Photo 11. Site and two noncontributing buildings, facing southeast. 
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Photo 12. Noncontributing building, facing west. 
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Photo 13. Playground and site, facing northeast. 
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Photo 14. First floor staircase, facing north. 
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Photo 15. First floor corridor, facing west. 
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Photo 16. First floor classroom, facing northeast. 
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Photo 17. Auditorium, facing south. 
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Photo 18. First floor staircase, facing northwest. 
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Photo 19. Second floor corridor, facing west. 
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Photo 20. Second floor classroom, facing southeast. 
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Photo 21. Second floor classroom, facing northeast. 
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Photo 22. Second floor classroom, facing northwest. 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Nomination 

Property Name: Harmony School 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: OKLAHOMA, Oklahoma 

Date Received: 
10/24/2019 

Date of Pending List: 
11/14/2019 

Date of 16th Day: 
11/29/2019 

Date of 45th Day: 
12/9/2019 

Date of Weekly List: 

Reference number: SG100004742 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

_Appeal 

]Other Agency, SHPO 

,X. PDIL 

_ SHPO Request 

Waiver 

Resubmission 

Other 

_ Landscape 

National 

Mobile Resource 

TCP 

Text/Data Issue 

Photo 

_ Map/Boundary 

Period 

_ Less than 50 years 

X Accept 

Abstract/Summary 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

CLG 

Return __ Reject -~12~/2/-20_1~9_ Date 

The Harmony School is locally significant under National Register Criteria A and C in the areas of 
Education, Ethnic Heritage-Black, Social History-Civil Rights and Architecture. Completed in 1928, with 
sympathetic additions in 1930 and 1949 (auditorium), the two-story, brick masonry building is an excellent 
local example of early twentieth century, modular (unit system) public school design. The work of 
architects Layton, Hicks & Forsyth, the school features retrained Classical Revival styling with cast stone 
trim and patterned brickwork and served as the primary elementary school for the surrounding 
neighborhood for over 70 years. The building originally served white students, but during the 1950s as 
local demographics changed, school enrollment was challenged by community activists advocating against 
the Board of Education's then discriminatory policies, specifically the city's transfer policies allowing whites 
to easily transfer out of certain schools while limiting the options for African American students. The cases 
involving the Harmony School were among the city's first important civil rights challenges related to 
educational and mcial discrimination. Wart 1 tax certification approved 6/1 '1/2019; Case No. 40441 J 

Accept NR Criteria A and C 

Reviewer Paul Lusignan Discipline Historian 
~-----------

Telephone (202)354-2229 Date 12/02/2019 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : Yes 



l' 

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION REPORT 

Note: This report shall be completed for each nomination to the National Register of Historic Places 
submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office. Each item must be completed. The report form shall be 
attached to the complete National Register nomination. All comments received from the owner and others 
must also accompany the report. 

1. Name of Nominated Property: Harmony School 
Location (Street Address): 153 7 NE 24th Street 
City: Oklahoma City 
State: Oklahoma 
County: Oklahoma 

2. CLG Reporting: Oklahoma City 

3. 

Contact Person: Katie McLaughlin Friddle 
Title: Preservation Officer 
Address: Planning Department 

Telephone: 
420 W. Main Street, Suite 930 OKC, OK 73102 
405-297-3084 

a. Date CLG received the nomination(s): 
b. Date Property Owner(s) notified: 
c. Date of Public Hearing (if appropriate): 
d. Date nomination considered 

by local review commission: 
e. Date nomination submitted to SHPO: 

July 31, 2019 
July 31, 2019 
September 4, 2019 

September 4, 2019 

4. Recommendations of the CLG (check appropriate item): 

XXX The chief elected local official and the local review commission agree that the property is 
eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 

The chief elected local official and the local review commission agree that the property is not 
eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 

The chief elected local official considers the property eligible for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places, but the local review commission disagrees. 

The local review commission considers the property eligible for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places, but the chief elected local official disagrees . 

.----------, 
, r:x ,..,._ r-•·,. •• r 1 ,-,;.· r 
Ir~-.;;;;,,~- .1 -!!.,Jj ...... 

OCT 11 2019 

sv s· •0 0 



5. Owner(s) Response (check appropriate item): 

XXX The owner (majority of owners) consent to listing of the nominated property in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The owner (majority of owners) object to listing of the nominated property in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

(Additional comments should appear in this area) 



• 

6. Local Review Commission' s Statement of Opinion: 

The Local Review Commission considers the property 

XXX Eligible 

Not Eligible 

For nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for the following reasons: 

The Historic Preservation Commission considered a resolution that was prepared to aid them in their 
consideration of the National Register nomination at their September 4, 20 I 9 meeting. The resolution was 
adopted, and the Historic Preservation Commission voted unanimously to recommend Harmony School as 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

The executed resolution is attached for your reference. 

~-
Signature of Chairman 

Allen Brown 
Printed Name 

September 4, 2019 
Date 

* Add additional pages if necessary 



.. 

6. Chief Elected Local Official' s Statement of Opinion: 

The Chief Elected Local Official considers the property 

XXX Eligible 

Not Eligible 

For nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for the following reasons: 

The City Council considered a resolution that bas prepared to aid them in their consideration of the 
National Register nomination at their JO J I 20,, meeting. The resolution was adopted, and the 
City Council and Mayor recommended Harmony School as eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The executed resolution is attached for your reference. 

* Add additional pages if necessary 

Signature of Chief Elected Local Official 

David Holt, Mayor 
Printed Name 

Date 



EXHIBIT"A" 

PROPERTY OWNER FORM 

Name of Property: Harmony School 

Location of Property (Street/City/County): 1537 NE 24th Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County 

I, Debbie Sheals , hereby certify that the following constitutes 
the complete list of owners of record for the property named above. This information 
was obtained from the Oklahoma County Assessor's Office 

Name: Oklahoma City Urban Renewal Authority 

Address: 105 N. Hudson, Ste. 101 

City: Oklahoma City 

State: Oklahoma 

Zip Code: 73102 

Typed Name and Title: Debbie Sheals 

Date: March 28, 2019 

Note: If nomination affects multiple property owners, please contact the SHPO's 
Architectural Historian at 405/522-44 78 for details on how to document all property 
owners. 



EXHIBIT"B" 

ELECTED OFFICIALS FORM 

Name of Property: Harmony School 

Location of Property (Street/City/County): 1537 NE 24th Street Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Count 

1. For the above referenced property, provide both: 

Mayor's Name (if within a city or town): David Holt 

Address: 200 N Walker Ave. 

City/State/Zip Code: Oklahoma City, OK 73102 

AND 

Name of Chairman, Board of County Commissioners: Brian Maughan 

Address: 320 Robert S. Kerr Ave. 

City/State/Zip Code: Oklahoma City, OK 73102 

2. The above named property is located in Oklahoma Senate District(s): 48 

The State Senator(s)' name(s) and address(es) is (are): 

Senator Gorge E. Young 
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Rm. 518 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

3. The above named property is located within Oklahoma State House of 
Representatives District(s): 97 

The State Representative(s)' name(s) and address(es) is (are): 

Representative Jason Lowe 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 507 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Note: The above information is used for satisfying federal requirements for notification 
that properties are being considered for nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places and for courtesy notices of listing in the National Register. 



(1KI ,AH()JVIA CIT 

URBAN 
RENEWAL 
A lJI'HO RI'l'Y 

Statement of Owner Support 

The Oklahoma City Urban Renewal Authority (OCURA). 
(print or type owner name) 

is the fee simple owner of: 

Harmony School (AKA Harmony Elementary School, Marcus Garvey School) 

1537 Northeast 24th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73111 

I am aware that One Red Oak llC • ____ __;;;;..;..:.;:a.~=..a:~~=--------

(appllcant name) 

will be filing an application for National Register of Historic Places designation and 
historic tax credits for the above property in 2019. I have no objection to the 
application. 

{owner signature and date) 

Print owner name, mailing address, and phone number below: 

Oklahoma City Urban Renewal Authority {OCURA} 

Catherine O'Connor, Executive Director. 

105 N. Hudson, Suite 101. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 730102 

Phone: 405-235-3771 

Email: Cassi.poor@theallianceokc.org 

105 N. Hudson, Suite 101 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102 (405) 235-3771 



Oklahoma Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Founded May 27, 1893 

Oklahoma History Center• 800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive • Oklahoma City, OK 73105-7917 
(405) 521 -6249 • Fax (405) 522-0816 • www.okhistory.org/ shpo/ shpom.htm 

October 22, 2019 

Joy Beasley 
Keeper and Chief National Register and 

National Historic Landmark Programs 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Beasley: 

/RE£EiVEo-
/ ~2ao 

OC I 2 1. 20! ~ 

Natl. Reg o• ,•. '"''o t"I N 1· ~. ' ' ... 1 nc r aces 
--

9
.;.;..· ion'"'-' Pc,rk Smvir.o 
-- ·~··--·-----~'C 

We are pleased to transmit three National Register of Historic Places nominations for Oklahoma 
properties. The nominations are for the following properties: 

Oklahoma National Guard Armory, 200 Northeast 23rd Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
County 

State Highway Department Testing Laboratory, 2311 North Central Avenue, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma County 

Iroquois Apartments, 900 NW 13th Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County 

Harmony School , 1537 NE 24th Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County 

Three of the five members of the Historic Preservation Review Committee (state review 
board) were present for the public meeting at which each of these nominations was 
considered and the recommendation to the State Historic Preservation Officer was 
formulated. Therefore, the member possessing the requisite professional qualifications for 
evaluation of each nominated property participated in the recommendation's formulation. 

We look forward to the results of your review. If there any further questions regarding the 
nominations, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincere.y, 

/ v-'---'-,e~ ~-

Lyn a Ozan 
Deputy State Historic 

Preservation Officer 

*Enclosures 
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Text Box
Text from 1963 Dowell case. The Harmony School transfer issue is discussed on pages 14-15.
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"Expansion of City Carries Need
for Greater Educational Facilities."
Sept. 29, 1929

Newspapers· 
by ~ ancestry-

!. •• • .' .· 

;:- \·ST•E-ARLEY--.HAS,:_:, ! 
Y '\BR OGRAM ' FOR}: 
i·.·•·.··;W,~EW'!$PHQ9t.s 
;:~tf tfaj~1ti]t:i~~:t:i 

.. , · I .. -- , •.. ·1 
_: :·Cc:msti;i1ctlon_· oCiciur:- :·:1,ew: :. i;~liool .' 

. liulldlng!'i 11nd erection of additions to ' 
,· · • ~even other ~chools in Oklahoma. '. City ·. 
: .- - .woulci' relle,•e crowded ." conditions· ·fo·: 

• : the 'grade • schools, J· .. •• d>:' Sleo.rlcy. ! 
cleci.-buslncs.~ manal!cr of the? · bonrd · 

'-~· -: of · edm:atlon, , s::ild -Satmdny. _---_: : ,."-. . ' 
\ 'r ,: •. School: o(!ii:"!als·:_ l101ic ·cvcnl{1i\lly- "to ·; 

.,-.·. l1ave clly . gi•adc·:. schools ·. l\t "j1oi11ts · ll ; 
· •.. nl1lc? i,.pnrt • 'l'hls would ellmlnl\tc ·long .·: 

· -.walks ·and ·schools . would ·nut "be -too:' 
. :,_dose :"ti:,gcthel' ·.as fSOI"IW 6( them· n enr i 
... -, • the center of the city uow _:irt:,•_ Stcl1r- -.' 

\ .:::·,: ~)~:;;~~sJ01~ ··o,·: ~;;e _/ :.d~~ -·::·~;:~~-:~.-h~~ ! 
_··_;::.. -brought'"•, about . co11s!dcrllllOn • of . con: :i 
· ,,,_:: .•strj1ct"lng ' t,1,:0 ' addlUonar- :Jui1lor.• h!gli:. :I 
: :'. .; ,., school . builcllng~o.ne_ • In ; Industr!nl : 
,-:'-·:; · ·lidditlon : and-·:nnoLller·•••ln Uie '. iiortll• .'. 
• _,: 0'1\'.t;;t"ci-n . ri"n~t ' o:r the · city;" .: ·. ::<::;,·:_ • ·- ··.':: :,.: 

. ,:·: '.' ' c:: ." Fonr nun,iings· Ne~ded •• : 
.', · '..· ··:·.T_o . :pince. schools ."·· ii.t-; ·iidv_1fofa1:cous 

• .. :. placcii -, to · care "for · PllJ)lls ' .oC pi·eserit ' 
.• districts ·rcga1'dll'S.5.o°t_-_thc -clty.'s .gr<?w.th;· 
• tour new· buildings arc :ncC?dcd; ; ste1fr- • 

•• ley said, ,. •. . -· •• : . •• I 
, , ' · Block · ai( o( '. Iridni;t rlnt ." addition, ·,1n· 

. . the southwest . piut or the · ·· city, Is 
• _· siiught ns a grade· .school Jocntlon. It' I 

• i.a the . proper distance from Columbus 
e.nd . Rockwood · schools, • officials say •. 

_ . .: Anothc~ probab)(! grade -schooUoca•. 
. :,._:•. tlon·: ts 11.· mile ' south .of ; shte!ds, _: .A 
• .- ·school at _this point . wou Id be · " mllc 
. . : ·from· Lafa)•ctte, R new sch0:0l ·used _ for 

• the :,. first · t\me • last :, year.- .· according · 
to Stearlcy. -.. ·: 

· . · Under the · plan n~ outlined; ·a . i,~w 
school . would ·_be ·placed ·:.in : Putnam· 
Belght.~ • .' :i. . mite_. west ·:. or ·, Putriarn 
acichts school -.. and .· 8. . mile .. north· of 
Grover ' Clcvcln.nd schooL '.- • •. • ·_, .. . · ' 

. . Under the plan n~t outlinc_d; a .· new 
school . would _be ·placed :;.:in :-Putnam· 
Heights, · c\ . mile ··_. \\;est :: or ·-: Pultiain : 
Heights • schooF. a:ni:J: .- ii, ._ . .mile .. riorth·-/o( : 

. _Grover: Clcvclli"ncf scl'tooL ' . _: '> •. < • _;· 
•' • Shictlc~·:, Nt~r.is Uriii ·, .• 

:.i_: . :First ._ :_ unlt ,of ._a .' ncw~_scihool fs : so.-ld _' ! 
.- to "be needed at Shidler· schoe>l .,vhcrc a. 
, ·_four~room frame building is _U:-it!.d."::_ An 
·, eight-room'· unit .: here would ·. , 'relfovif i 
.·the cyowded .:sl_~\1ntiou nt · __ w.~1.cckr;: l_l 1 
,.rntle south. -.. · . · ., · • . . • , • 
• • Additions -\~1ould :give ~lf!-~dcct" 'i·~m 
• at ·Bath nnd . H11:~:i11ony : schools_, to . tnl.c . J 

_· care -o!_ cxpa11slo11:· or : _the · cl __ ty. __ to :·~~ic :1 
northeast, it . was .. pointed· .·ont·. " :· .: , ··1 

. .•• Oate\\'OOd, --_. at; ' T\\;CllL~;·8C~Olld ;:,itfeet ! 
- a.nd . Florida ~venue ls 1·eported •. to : be j 
.. rrowded and ·in ·. need • of - nddlllonal •. 
_' room·s.- .-: . .. ·. ·_.·. : .. : • _.: .. ·._. : _- .- . . , . -: . .- ! 

. Other · schools ·_: whfch -: 'of!lciuls . sa);: 
:. a.re .' crmyded Rl'C Horace -~Jann, _· · nt ·l 

Fort.y:-flfth street _ -and : North,,1est.cm 
. irvcm.ie • nnd .· Unlvc1;slti Height:, / . - at 
· Sl~tr-thlrd. • st.rer.t •. 1tnd· .Northwestern 
.:a-venue. . .Hn.wthori,e • Rnd ·:. Linwood 
. schools . al!;o !\re repo1'lcd , cro\\'dcd; . . • 

·_:· ·:~:· ~-~~;;:':~l~~~~:-!'d~;~1!-1:~~~t;:ri~~r~-c:~~~-,1 
011 thr. -• 1i.nlt plan wlt.h eight rQoms :rnd . 

: 4-raom • or' ·6-.room··nddltinm, can · be: 
-· in:i.de nt, ~ minimum ·or CXl)Cl1SC,--·. :· · .... • :: 

·, .Wit11 ···R<>0Sevelf iRll~ ' " C:a.pllol :· · HIU 
1:'.junior ·. h lghschools Accorrim_odatih.g . -1.
::"poo· stuclen~c;: ~~C~ 1 ._40_0 mm·e than their.: 
. • r.apacJtie.s, . the need · of new_. schools· is 
' e,1lrtc11t, . nccording :"to : StcHrlcy . • ·.Th·c 
__ : Pt:OPC!r . lo~·attoi, :{If • these would bti . l_i1_ 
, lhe southwestern ·· nnd • . northwestern 

}1:.:\rt.s .. o( the city ·/\net each \\'OUld ~crvc . 
a \\'ide area.- hc'.-~nid, . Students of the I 

:_ ncirth wr.st :_now· ~o • to • noosc,•cit, ·and ·· 

those in Industrial addition . Atlcn'd it 
Capitol ,Hill., ' '' : . ' 

: -·::-De..-;pite .shortage or i-ooms \ ln of.her 
bttlld ings,· lhc1;c nrc· eight vacni1t class-
1:oofris . at McKin}_cy school. • --------------------
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, '._; _;:<,,-,<:••,illO_,<BExFITuTIED _ 
; ~;t?/I?f::S/(::::~}f{/'.• ':'.:\\i._{.:~)/:{3\i.'.'):t/{fi 

:: :no·arcLto '.-Nariic iNc,V'.:.Tc'a'ch~ 

; • ;.:$1\~f t!f ttl~~~I,~f t11r{(:~t 
.• : • ,'.Th_irtY:•rh;e'\ vacancles 1n/: thc\ t:llY •• 

. · ;; }1?:~i~;~tttti\!-t}!it~_;?;i~tli 
J ;: :and Sl>;:~upcnt,or~; -" 'i_lF _be;~lllcd '.at l\ 

~ • meeting oC ttlc board ,;,C. education Frl
·day·· nlght, ·J . . o. Stcnrley. -clcrl;•busl-

: •: .1_1c~s : ~aiin_gcr;tsald. \'f~?i\~s_d_ll:,~)·\\':" ·t 
. ·: :/i C, \ K>, R-ctr!, ::.•supcr°i.nt~n-dcnt; ._:" sald. c· 

!<. :- Wedncsda.v . he '. v;.:a.s :.preparcd to make U 
-~ -~ rncomrri~i1d11lfo.rii-:c' lll'·:' the :. board/ ,.· :A • • 

·commltt<:c tncctirig . rnni :· be ;held :J•'ri-: :1 

:-:f-0f11Vt~::i~fj\~~~~~J~~~d:~:,::·~::1f:_{c' -~ 
"- • for J1mfor. ···11nd :'~cntor_·· hl;;h$chools ; : n~ • 

) ·acanclcs ~ccurrfng a~:u~Lc; ·Uiftc lit the 
clcrrieritary,," school:;;) _· HciH\ f cfused _to _f 

_dto;cuss ·. his : -rcconm11:i,dations •. \lntil - p · 

,; J.hcy c":havc .. becn cori.sldered by.~,, the .· •. 
; ti-ache-rs' ·corrimlttec ,: : .'·.>. • : ,,- : .. ::. ·J > : • 
{ : -~ i(t.h~ ~,Cctfof 1s_":~dc(FrictnY:11·ight .- :' . 
/ :oevcrafcom1nltlCCS 'arc :cxpcctcct :•:to··r~:°-. :> . 
. ·port>Jncludlng ·_the :' gas _. coimnitlec •• 
J whlch ··:will ': make : ,( r<'<:ommcndation -· •• 
·- 1 on •· c;onvcrslon ot •· 33 : school buildings , ·, 
' l-0 i;as •. for:. the heating.' pl!lnts> .The 

board also ls cxriccfcd . t-o···anthorlzc re-. 

movsiJ or : I\, • f'1,'0:.roori1 : frame . atincx 
from ; Harmony -- ~chool :. to .· Nineteenth: 
street and · Eastern \ avenue;' '\'.'here : a .. 
n ·I!\\' tlcinc-nt;lry -· :;chool · u:ilfba i locatccf J\ 
th1~ - wlntcn lo ':·can( for the "'children; i 
1~_:th_a( :arca. : • >· :·: :_ -· • · :. ,,. •.· · t 
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NEW CITY SCHOOL 
WILL ·FACE DELAY ; 

' i 

~rruck Rreakdo,\·n Hinders ; 
lf o,·ing of Building. 

- •-·•.~·--- t 

Op('ninc or ~r.hool in the n<'\\. tcm• ! 
pc-,rary !-ehoolhou~fl for • Rbout ,;o : 
n,,rthea5tern Oklahoma Ctty childrrn : 
tn thft Cr~Fton HUI~ dL.;triet u•iU ~ :. 
rf~Ja)·td a r~~· day~ ~cau .. ~e or inttr• \ 
r~ptian in mo,·in~ nr thf! buildim:: l 
from tht- Harmony ~chool Rrounds. : 
("~U~t'd by 3 ttmJ){'rary brrakdown in '. 
trul'k~. arrordin~ to ~chooJ official.~. 1 

The !oundatlon j~ In · place. water : . 
rcnnections have been completed. and 1 
't\ orkmcn u·Ul be on the Job soon get- ! 
t1n~ the buildin~ ready for lL.~ in iu ; 
new location on Ea.5t Nlndeenth ! • 
~treet f acin;: the neu· city park jn the i 
Creston HUls addition den~loped by l 
John J . Harden. Inc .. according to W. J 
K. Griffin. reprc~ntative. 1 

In Crest,,n HUis H. C. Greer ha! 1 
~tarted cor..-struction of a new house in 1 
the ~300 block, East Nineteenth ~trfct. ~ 
)fr. and llrs. Jacob .Amberg jr .. ha,;~ : 
~urehascd a. lot in the fir~t unit o! : 
the addition and pl:in to build a six• ! 
rnom h~usc. O:-lffln said. 
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Negroes Ask Entry 1 

To Harmony School 
By IMOGENE PATRICK 

A National Association lor the Advancement of Colored People 
committee Monday protested tlle -refusal pf Oklahoma City school 
ortfoiats to transfer seven Negro pupils rrom an integrated to an 
all-white elementary school. 1 

The group went before the school board in monthly sess ion l\fon- m 1 

day afternoon to ask a clarification or the board policy on spcdal ch 

r tranj~b:· Green, attorney !or the Oklahoma City NAACP. tol.d the ai 
1 board the children are residents of the Culbertson elementary dis- \' i 

tricl but live closer to Harmony 

s 
)0 

0 

One-Way Plan 
Gets Price Tag 

Project's Estimate 
Set at $170,000 

elementary than to Culbertson. w, 
H·e complained that a number of co 

white children in the Culbertson th 
distri ct have been granted special m 
transfers lo Harmony, . although hi 
they live a gJ"ea'ter distance fr0m m 
Harmony than · the···:'<:egro pupils 
requesting _ lransr~rs. m 

ci Barries D1fltf\ds Policy 
Culbertson, 1201 NE 12, is the 

integrated school. Harmony, a~ 1537 gi 
NE 24, bas no Negro pupils. ju 

"Is it the policy of the board fi 

t; Cost of _ adding NW 23, NW 24 ~~c~e~!!'itlr:~~1ee;1f..e0t1;~bt!r~~or~~ !1 

. and Park avenue lo Oklahoma restrictions on the minority race?" st 
e City's one.way street system will Green asked. • 
c- run slightly in excess of $170,000, Dr. Melvin Barnes. superin· 

James H. Robinson, director of tendent, said the policy set at the n 
s traffic cont-rot;- said-Monday in a time city schools desegregated was In 

~ report l_o the city lramc commis- ~~h~rw w~::~dh~! t~a~:nir::d!~t C 
ct sion. nale.s in cases where"the move ap- ti 

. Robinson s::iid the estimate was pcarcd lo be "in the best i nterest 
e based on surveys made by the. city o! . the pupils" and where space d 

xt engineering department-and his or- and facilities permitted. c 
te ficc to determine co~t of str~t "This policy was established to d 
c- widening and resurfacing, and m• lacilitale integration nol lo ob- 1 
• stall.a.lion o{ signals and traffic strud," Dr. Bamei asserted. 
~ signs. Seven School& Integrated · i 
al The traHic control director re· He reminded the Negroes "there l 
~· cenUy was instructed by the city was a certain amount of resistance r 
.• planning commission to make 5ur- _when the Oklahoma schools inte• Y 

veys to determine the possible cost grated.' ' 1 c 
al or con\'er-Ling the streets Lo one- Pointing cut that the city now 
~~ way traf[ic under the second phase has seven racia lly mi:tcd schools i ~ 
"!1 of the Barton traffic plan. with a Iota! mrolmcnt of 2,400 1 :; r Under the Barlon plan, NW' Z3 white and 1,00!) ~fgro children, I c 
ii and NW 24 are to bec:ime a one• Dr. B~rncs said These ~~hools 
1 way pair between N Broadway and are going along ,•cry well . 
s N Blackwelder. Park avenue would "It seCf!lS to us a transfer policy l 

on become a onc-w.iy street between that provide!. 11n t>!-cape val,.·t> for r 
rn• N Broadway and N Hudson. those who cannot take inteitration ~ 

The survey pla~cd the cost of has helped ~.tfgration proceed ! 
n widening, rcsur!acing-aod channel- ~moothly here, . _he added. . t izntion which would be required on Under t~c sp~1al transrer policy 1 51Y NW 23 and NW 2,1 at $123,060. _ Negro chi ldren m. the Culbcr~on 1 
he Robinson so.id counts or traUic ~ct had a choice or attending 
he volu~e _)us,t, _c~m~?et~.,.on _:!~ ,.;! ~xc! cl:~se;ll~i,.«;;:~bc~~~nni°r ffet 11 

""" u;; ~.;i·r~c-~l d~; n~t have su"rlicicnl wards, Jt23 NB Gra~d boule\'ard. 
ri- lanes available to handle the traf- _Transfers Luted 
ics nc using it, and a minimum of He said twrt Negro _youni;:stcrs 
b two lanes should be added to pro- requested and wcr~ i;1Yen trans
n: vide some additional roadway !or rcrs to Ed~ards t~1s yea!"._ . 
ds future increases. Forty white pupils res1dms.: m 

-.in- NW 24 should be widened lo at °!e Culbert.so~ area have been 
nd least 33 fc-ct, he said, to provide .i::1vcn permission to attend Hnr• 

1cen11n.uc1 11• l"• n 2, C•ltnn• J I mony. 
Green was spokesman for a 

I 01 Gas Bottle Explodes doicn NAACP roprescnlatlves in
or •1 A F h A C t • clnding ,limmy Stewart. president. 
ro- t rent • en er and Mcrcdilh l\lathcws, education 
~h PAntS. Oct. 7 IINS)-A bottle committee chairmen. . 

.._ ,; :~ ..... :,. ::.~ :,,:,: ~ ~; __ , ~=~ ~:: ::~~ ~-::-.- u:IP~:;~c:~n~l~~~:r;'~' ;1;/r u•~ts" 

I day at the Saclny nuclear center · 1 sisiant super intendent, al th; b~: 
IL spokesman for t~c. FrcnC;h ~inning or the school year to ask 

ols atomic cncritY cnmm~~1on ,;cud for the trnnsfcrs. • 
~?Y tht-re were no cnsualtics and no At the mcc-ting Mrmdny, Green 
.,_1c. diunai::e resulted. . I snid one or the ~hildrcn lh•cs llnly _ I I c .11111111 ,-4 t111 r , c , r. C•l•m■ u 

Negro~s Seek l Pt 
I To Lilt Pupi! 

Transfer Ban 
r 

rec• 
COD• 
1ed 
lk• 

CONTINUED F~O~ PAGE ON!l 
two· bloclt1 rrom Harmony II and 
yet hll parents ha\·e to aend hJm 

the several blocks 1w1y to 1chool. ·• 
Culbertson f I te blocks from · tht 
chUd'a home, Stewart aal~. 

Burr aafd the boUndary between 
tht! two 1chool1 was not cban1ed. 
at the time 1choot■ lnteirated. NE 
23 la the divJdln1 line, and Har
mony is just over the line. 

11We ha\'e this 1itu1Uon :n many 
areas af the city, .. Mn. L. D. 
Melton, board member, stated. 

1 She said there are a number of 
5 0t district.I where pupils . llve nearer 
\1tc the · ~chool of the _adjacent dlst_rlct 
sted • than their home school. . _ 

1 Declaring "We don't think this 
fore is wlthln the spirit or the letter 
at of the supreme court decision". 

• Green said the NAACP would not 
ie!i like "to ilee any discrimination 

the against those children based on 
color ... 

A 
At 

CON 
Clne. 
any nl 
·she 

know 
do." a 
know I 
that t 
your h 

On c 
attorne 
the wi 
memb 
what 

She 
as Rh 
after t 

Whe 
110 lon 
wltnes 
he ._wo 

men, 
egls
·ence 
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Matthewa later said he h'ad The 
called a meeting of the education lestltyl 
committee for 2 p.m. Tuesday . at and w 
the YMCA to "decide what the Judge 

poll• 

next step ·will be". trial 
The 

ond w 
M 
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Court Action Asked • 
In Schoo,- Dispute 

. By LOY FERGUSON 
Federal court action seeking a ruling again.st present pupil 

transfer policies o[ the Oklahoma City schools was recommended 
Tuesday allernoon by a committee of I.lie National Association for the 
Advanccmenl of Colored People. - . . • • •• •• . , • . 

At the monthly mC!i?ting --or ,the ~chool board ~londay, NAACP 
offlclals protested Lhe refusal of city school officials . lo transfer s~1•en is 
Negro pupils from an integrated school lo an all-white elementary ti, 

• school. 

Spy ·Gets Term 
Of Seven Years 
l'fEW YORK. Oct. 8-f.~k So

ble, who !or a decade beaded one 
of Russia 's biggest, ,py rings in 
thl5 country, was sentenced Tues
day to seven years In prison. • 

He could have gotten I~ years. 
But Soble, after his arrest last 
January 26. underwent an appar• 
cntly complete change or heart. 
He said he deeply regretted be
traying his adopted country and 
helped federal authorities Ira.cc the 
far-flung web of the espionage 
ring. 

Sable's wife, l\lyra. 53, and Ja
cob Albam, 64, another conspira
tor, had prc,·iou.sly been sentenced 
to fi\·c and a half years in prison. 

Federal • Judge' nichard Level 
Tuesday reduced Mrs. Soblc's sen
tence to four years, and Albam's 
w !i\"c. 

The Sables, sealed close togcth• 
er in court, glanced nen-ously at 
each other. Albam seemed 
,tunned. 

Levet said "there Is, I believe, 
1trong indication o! remorse on 
fh<> n~rt nf th~se derenrlanl.s m 
, ·aryrng ocgrecs. . . . Hcuat>1111,.
tion is not a factor here. • •. Io 
this instance we m~st . aim nl pro
tect ion <o[ society) and deter-
rence.'' -.. - 1 • • 

"I ham weighed these !Actors, 
1ludicrl pre-sentence reports, con
ferred with counsel and considered 
security. I have examined a medi
cal report rci:ardinl( Jacob Albam. 
sent from Lewisburg prison, ilnd 

fC"nnllnuti, nn' P111 %, Co1uma U 

The education committee of the al 
Oklahoma City NAACP met in a SI 
closed session at the NE 4 street Cl 
Y:\ICA Tuesday and later issued a ct 
statement recommending "that the 
branch seek proper relier in the m 
federal courts should these dis- a! 
criminalory practices continue to c< 
exist." r1 

Staternen~nea--- th 
The statement said the recom

mendation was made because o[ in 
"the unfavorable altitude resulting r< 
from the conference ·with .the board si 
o[ education concerning the trans-
fer or pupils from the varlous 
school zones in Oklahoma City dis- ti 
tricts, which we belie\'e to be dis- rr 
criminatory." . 3( 

John ' Green, attorney !ot the 
Oklahoma City NAACP, complain• Jc 
cd that Negro students li\•ing in si 
the Culbertson • elementary school a 
district had been refused trans!crs d 
to Harmony school, 1537 NE 24, f< 
c,·cn though they live closer to 
Harmony school. . a 

Some white children, who live a 
longer distance from Harmony h 
school than do the Negro pupils, J 
have been ~ranted lrans!ers out of c 
the Culbertson district, Green said. q 
Culbertson school, 1201 NE 12, is 
an integrated school and Harmony r 
has no Negro pupils. n 

Vote Is Necessary b 
Green explained, following the r 

closed . committee meeting, that 
th~ rrr.ommrndalinn or the educa• e 
uon commmee \I oula oc rc1crrca 
to the executive committee of the i 
city NAACP and that the matter 

1
i 

would have lo be \"olcd on al a 
meeting 0Uhl:...)1•ho~y N~ACP l 
branch bcrore action could be 1 
taken. 

Policy • ot the schools now Is to 
allow a pupil to transrer from his 
resident district school lo another 
school where his race prcdomi-

(CGnUnned on r1.re t. C.:ilumn J) 

Court Act ion ·Asked 
In School Dispute 

CONTINUED FftOM PAO!: ONE 
natu U he and hi■ parent.I ■o re• all-Nt1ro ■chool, 1123 NE Grend 
que,t, • boulevard. 

Dr, Melvin Barnu, city ■ chool "Normally we don"t chanE• 
rn- aupcrlntrndent, aald tho pollcy, transfer policies durlna the year. an 
all storied at t.lle limo school lntc1ra• That would require • ahlllln!Z ol lli. tlon was beaun, woa followed when toachcra because ol tho chanR0 In • 

e1 .the tran.,fcr appeared to be In tho the locotlon and enrolment or 
8 hcsl Interest or the r,upll1 and pupl!J," Barne, aald. 
l& where 1p1e11 and laclllt cs permit- Geod Filth Clalmtd c 

led. Tho auperlntendent ■aid the 
en- Tho suporlntendent aald the lransler pollcy .wo, c!labllshed be
••· ichool • board nttorney, Walter A. couso !he school bord !ell 11 was 
m• Lybrand, thought the transfer poll• "nee<•sary ln order to make In
ly, cy of tho schools was In kccplnc tcgratlon work, not lo obslrutt It." wi 

with lhc supreme court · dcsearo- "We acled t.i, good faith and we ly 
~• tlon decision. sllll think lt-.1• nccea,ary," Barnca In 

the Ru■on Explalntd said. • -~ 
cs. ," "The main reason !or lrana!cra Jimmy Stewart, local NAACP 

ll1 ol white puplls from the Culbert• prosldent, 1ald Tuesday night lt In 
c• son school has been that tho par- was "highly probable" that the th 
he enls objected to their children go, school transfer policy would be an dr 

the Ing to an integrated school," Dr. ISJuc !or dlacuaslon or action at 
Barnes sold. He added that dis- the regular monlhly meeting of 
lance from the school bas not the city NAACP Sunday afternoon. 

of been a bas!& for pupil traJU!ers. Stewart added, however that he 
la- Forty while pupils residing In did not expe<t a special ~mcrR• 
us- the CulberbGn area have been ency session or the city NAACP 
arl given permission . to attend Har• executive committee would be 

e mony. Under the same transfer called· to consider the matter be
ark policy, two Negro children In the lore Sunday. 
tor Culbertson district were allowed "The problem of the school trans

to transfer lo attend Edwards, an fer policy has existed and boen 
under consideration by the educ•• 
tfon committee since enrolment Spy R·,ng' Head more than a month ago. I wouldn't 
think It would be ol such urgency 
!hat we should cnll an extra exe
cutive meeting on It before Sun• G• 7 y day." he said. T)le executive 

oon 1ven ears · NAACP committee reeu}arly 
In• meets the fourth Monday of each • 
of . month and the • entire city branch 

nee CONTINUD> no11 PAGE om: meeting Is on the ae,:ood Sunday 
g1s. he does have physical dilrlculties, of the month. 

a but they can be capably treated Momben Nam .. 
in- while he Is confined." The school transl er Issue may 5 

ing A week ago. Soble made an be brought up !or discussion by 
est emotional appeal !or mercy be- any member at the Sunday meet-

fore the same judge. He said then, Ing though, witllout prior execu
"I cannot forgive myself. I had lil·e committee study, Stewart 

pen plenty ol opportunity to straight• said. The recommendation to take • 
18. en out my me since I came to the issue to the federal courts • 

and this country and l didn't do it. mlfs r aJori y 
thy . .. It is -very bard !or me but I o1 NAACP members present at s 
om- know what l did to this country the meeting. ~ 

ee which never did any harm to me ~fembera of the educalion com
ce. and which gave us refuge which m1ttee, wl!lch formulated the rec
ed could have made us bappy and ommendatioo Tuesday, are Green: 
ith respectable clti%enJ." Me~ldlth Ma I hew a, committee 

osts i..11er Ch■l"'I■ Allowed ~~•;~•NE ":d 5;:~"~cf!r'a~~~ 
Under Ule original lndiclmtnt, J. S. Sykes, presiding elder 001 the 

be the Sobles could have been &en• Oklahoma City district ol the 
and lenced lo death. Christian Methodist church· Dr. 
ps. This was the lirsl major es- E. C. Moon, jr., city dentist, and 
the pionage case since Julius and Stewart. 
om- Ethel Rosenberg -were arrested in All are also members ol the 

in 1950 for stealing atom bomb NAACP exec u Ii v e committee I u 
gon secrets !or Ru.ssia. They were which has a . total ol 35 members: 
.m. later executed and the law was Slewart said !here arc about 1.500 1 

changed al that time to permit members of the Oklahoma City i a 
!~i d~•lh sentences for • peacetime es· branch ol NAACP. . I 
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NAACP Turns 
School Mattei 
10· committee 

By IMOGENE PATRICK 

ts 

A recommcndf\llon lh&t the Na
tionnl A~~oclation for the Advnnce
mrnt oC Colored People take the 
Oklahoma City school transfer Is• co 
sue to foderal court Sunday wa1 
referred to the group's ,xecutlve pr 
committee for final action. ii 

W. E. l\lcMurray. chairman, ch 
said the executive commllle.J! will is 
consider the proposal at its regu. 
Jar meeting October 29. • lo 

Mem~rs ot the Oklahoma City of 
branch NAACP in session Sunday d 
afternoon VQled to give the exec• th 
utive committee the authority to a 
proceed "if they choose le> rec- si 
ommend !iccking legal action". . 

. Red Tas>4i Cleared. . to 
This means th~ executive body A 

could ask the. NAACP legal re- ta 
dress committee to begin proceed- G 
ings without bringing the matter 
back to the membership for ~t 
further consideration at its No- s 
vember .meeting, branch president 
Jimmy Stewart e"plained. . 

:f' • 

. 
:\n ~AACP delegation last Mon• 

day complained lo the Oklahoma 
City school board • that seven Ne
gro pupils living in the integrated 
Culbertson elementary !lchool dis
trict had been denied special trans• 
fers to Harmony elementary which 
has an all-white enrolment. 

Attorney John Green said . they 
were protesting because while pu..; 
pi]s Jiving a greater distance from 
Harmony than the Negro pupils 
had received transfers. 

Pc!icy Outlined 
1 They were told the school board 
: had adopted a policy of permit

ting children to transfer to a school 
where their race predominates and 
that the board considers' . this a 
"safety value" necessary to make 
integratiort work. • 

Meeting the following day, the 
NAACP education committee rec~ 
ommended the Oklahoma· . City 
branch seek ' 1proper relief in the 
federal courts should these dis• 
criminatory practices ~ontinue to 
exist". 

Normally, . such a recommenda
tion goes to the NAACP executive 
committee first and then to . the .. 
membership for a final decision. 

Rev. J . . S. Sykes, representing 
, the education committee, Sunday 
j made the motion giving . the execu-
1 tive board power to ·• determine 
I the next step, 

,• .. 
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Pnblii;iiy has been a · major ob
i.laclc lo integration efforts . in 
!,he Oklahoma City schools, · Dr, 
l\IelvJn Barnes, ·superintendent _o! 
1tchools, said Wednesday . night.· 

Barries ·spoke at a public meet
ing of the Frederick Eliol forum 1• 
;it the First Unitarian church 
in a discussion of the present 
,talus or_ school .' intcgration here. I' 

Ne\\'S)lapcr stories last sum-. 
mer were the • reason . why ~ity j 
!'Choo! faculties were not inte
grntcd this year, Bai·~cs stnted. 

" Otherwise ·we would have 
integrated the faculties." Barnes 
i:11id. Plans were under discus
,;ion during the sumrner to pJ;1ce 
two N~gro teachers . on . all-whjte 
f3cttllics. A g i t a I i o n rollowing 
news stories.or.these plans caused 
the city school board of cduca
t ion •• lo . postpone • i;ueh a move, 
Barnes added. • 

E ighl Schools Integrate 
"As _ a matter of fact, I think 

I here ha Ye been several instances 
• where integration llas received 

a backward push because of pub
licity in Oklahoma City," the 1-- · 
school chief continued. • ·_ • E · 

Eight of the 91 elemcntar3• and XI 
secondary schools in Oklahoma I ;\-JEXIC 
City no1\· . have integrated enrol- ~_exican• 
mcnl , Barnes told the forum .au- 1 ,n _the_ wr 

_dicncc of about 75 persons. • - I leggs. • for 
These eight schools have a to- l ezuela , ~ 

tAI enrolment of about a,r,oo and ; signed wi 
.:ibout . I ,100 or those enrolled are I histor ical 
NC'grocs, Barnes ~air!. j 

The superintendent .~aid tht'r'e / 
had hrcn no incir!cnt., rluring the 
integral ion proccclurc ht're of ! 
f'llflil aclion opposin;::- c:hildrf'n of 
minority groups enrolling in the 
schools which have integrated 
attendance. 
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. No Incidents Here I 
··r ha,·en·t Counr ,,ny rxpre<• , 

~ions or prejudice on I he part of 
the children, " he explained. and 
specified !here had been no in
cidents of name calling or phy-
1ical attacks on Negro pupils. 

Barnes also explained that 
,i·hen lhe integration policy was 
inslituled here. city teachers 
were given the option or trans
fering to ol her schools if • they 
ob,icctcd lo traching in a school 
with int c;::rated enrolment. He 
.<aid, howe,·cr, that no teachf'r< 
r<'quested transfers on that ba• 
sis. 

Folowing a short outline of 
the city school.<' intr:?rat ion pro
grnm t>y Barnes, the meeting ! 
was op!'ncd to a qucslion and I 
11nswC'r rii~cus~ion period. ~lajor I 

part or tl,e discussion concerned I 
the schools' prrsrnt policy con- ; 
cernin~ p11pil transfers. ' ! 

Policy M~y Change I 
Ml'm sm(' th.1t hPforr lhe vrar 

I• out we will ha re to rcl.hink I 
WIM polic;r ." Barnes commrntcd 
and added I h a t school pupil ·j 
transfer policiC's are Jt<'nrrally 

1

, 

chan:::ed only during summer 
months. 

Policy 1101v b; to allow a slu- , 
rlrnt to transfer to • "' -- school 

where his race prcdomin.ilcs if 
~uch a rnovc is rcqueslrd U)' 
parents. Whit<" childrra and Ne· 
~rOt's Ila\'<' both takrn ad1·anta::e 
of the policy, Bornrs snid. 

Earlier lhis vem- lhe Xational '1 

.-\ssociation for· 1he Advancement 
or Colored People protcsled this 
policy and appenrcd at a school 
board mccling. The cily NAACP 
later indicated it was consider, 
ing legal action on lhe issue. 

IHue Campllut•d 
'Fla-rnPs pointed Olll I hat the 

i,suc i~ complicatrd hC"cansr 
Oklahoma Cily schools h;,,·c hnd 
a standin,i: policy of lcniC'ncy on 
I rnnsfC'r., and that brt\\lrcn 2,000 
,.mJ J ,000 pupils arc now atlend-
1111: st·hools outside lhl'ir normnl 
nrra for \';n•ious rcnsons. 

Fla1·ncs staled lhal t11c major 
problem in this issue, which 
adds complicalions, lrns hccn the 
wholesale mo 1· i n Jl of fHmllics 
from intr,i:ralcd school districts 
Into all-white residential aren.~. 
This "real estate infl11e11cc" hns 
created m11ny more d ifCicultie~ 
than the 11rnclicc of nllowini;: slu• 
dents to tmnsrrr 0111 of thrir 
normal ~chool when It was lntc, 
At·atcd. 
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Prop()sed Plcin Could Close 9 City Schooli 
'. • . Dy Jim Klllaekr.y •: • · : •• were liulH prior lo l hc Great Depression. 

Wlllai:'d; 1-ioo·N1V.3;is lh~ oldest school ; Their nnni.cs nre etched in ·mo~tar· for 
generations ol Oklnhomn City yo11ng..~1ers . 
10 remember. They sland ·as memorials 1n Okln~oma City. built In 1902. 
lo ctlucatlo_nnl ·_ plonccrs, a prcsidcn1, ·a • Ril(~rsldc, 421 SW 11, was bulll In 1907. 

· civil rlghts ·JcmJer, city nelghoo·rhoods -·. Collini.bus. Z402 S Pennsylvania, nncl 
and America's round.er: • ···;·. •· -· , , •• •.· . F.ioilds', 1515 N Klein; were constructed in 

But for nine old ·oklahoma ciij,' public . i910. • 
se~ool buildings, passage of a· pr'o11oscd West,vood, 1701 Exchange, opened In 
S30 million building bond issue nextycnr • 1~19. Trum;rn (orlgln.111)' Bath School), 

, n10s1 likely would bring an end to their 1324 N Kc lMm, wns built In 1923, anti 
existence as cducntlona l enclaves. •. King (lorm'c1·ly Harmony ·school), 1537· 

Under a plan drawn up by Superin lcnd- NE-24. hatl -lls first sl.utlcnls In 1927. 
ent Tom Payznnl, lour large ·new schools . • 0/ the other two schools lnrgotccJ for 
would be built to replace mosl ol the closlnc, lhc Cnn•cr Cenlcr, 2801 SW 3, 
builclln,:s Iar,:ctcd for closure. wns npcnccl in 19-13, and Parker, I2i00 

Seven ol lhc schools·- Willard, River- NE H, was built in 1955. 
side, Columbus, Eu,:cnc Fields, West- Recommendations lo replace lhc old 
wood, Truman and Martin Luther King ·...:. tmlldin,:s arc being mndc prl1nnrlly be• 

ll ■ I 

cnusc they nrccncr,:y Inefficient and ca~· ;· 
no : longeI" scn•c the needs or their stil: ' 
clcn ts. •:-: ;; 

For sc,·ernl of the older buildings, th~- · 
cost or renovation "would be so high tha_t: :: 
rcI1l11ccmcnt is the only reasonable altcr..:· ' I 
nath·c," sch_ool officials snid. • _' . 

Local cducntors also believe ncll'-- . , 
schools in Oklahoma Cily would go a loris'·: 
•:ay toward sprucini; up the urban dis.' 
trict 's "lmnse" and c,·cntually help en; 
rice fnmllics " 'ith chi ldren Into the ccn-

. 1r 11l cllr .,rca. ·_-· 
Earlier this year, lhc Doan! or Educa:;: 

lion Iilncctl a four-year moratorium oii~1 
closlns schools bccnusc of low enroll:--: 
nicnt, but left open the oplion or closing·,~ ' 
school been use of Its physical condlt ion;.;; , , . 
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2A TUESOAY, APRILl.6, 2013 

NEWS, TOO 

Oklahoma City school is 
at risk of losing charter 

Marcus Garvey Lcacknhlp Charter School, shown on Monday, has been put on notice by Oklahoma City Public 
Schoolsthatitcoutd loscitschartcr. 

ev CARRIE CoPPEIINOU. 
Staff Write< 
CCOJll)<f,..,.,,opubcocom 

Okbhoma City Public 
Scliools has put &chartex 
school on notice that ii 
might be out of operation 
afbarthisschoolyear. 

Marcw;Gw-veyLeader
shlp Charter School, 1537 
NE24,oouldloscitschar
ter attheend of the fiscal 
y,:,ar,whlchisJunc)O. 

Lastmonth,di sl ri ctof
ficlals scntanotlccofin
leutioutovullUiecharter, 
ru1d ),,farC'lls G:rrveyoffi
cials tKJLificd the ilistrict 
lastweek thattheyplanto 
appeal. 

ThereasonforrNOk!ng 
the charter is 1II1Clear. 
School district officials 
said Monda~· they would 
not providt a copy of the 
lettt'fglwntothcschoo! 

"l'er the Oklahoma 
Open Records I.~w, "" 
havcareasolliID\camow1t 
of ti me to respond to all 
open reconis requests," 
dist rict .1poke,,,.,,,-,man 
Tierney Tinnin s.aid. "We 
continue to work with our 
leg.ll counsel on respon
dh1gtoyourrequtst!' 

MarcusGarwayPrincl
pal Kevin McPherson 
rould not be reached fot 
comment. 

The next step will be a 
public hearing with the 
Oklahoma Cfty School 
lloard. Thehearingha~TIOt 
been scheduled, Tinnin 
said. 

Deputy Superintendent 

Kevin McPherson talks in 
2006abouttheMillUIS 

~!r~c~~tstart-
cd in Oklahoma City. 

statementaboullhechar
terschool. 

''Dtstrictadrnlnlstration 
always ir.akes decisions 
"'~th the best interest of 
every Oklahoma Cil}' Pub
lic School stnrlent in 
mind;' Parksaid. "Bccause 
thil:i~a legalmatter,addJ
tional information cannol 
besharedatlhistime!' 

71te school received 
poormarksfromthes\ate 
Education Department 
this year, including Fs in 
reading and math. 

Ako, in February, a 
Marcus Garvey Leadership 
Chartl'r School tca.ch<,r, 
PascalWa)'fle lonei;,42,of 
Edmond, was charged 
with 2:;counts related to 
allcgcdse:cwalCl)11laclwill1 
astudenl.Agirltold police 

AT A GLANCE 

ABOUT MARCUS GARVEY LEADERSHIP 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
•Addrcs5"1537NE24. 
•Grades Prck1 ndcrgJrtffl l hroughciglr:h 
•Principal :Kevin "1cPherson 
• Nivnesakl!: M~rcvs Mosiah Garvey Jr." Jamai· 
canpub llsher, jcumaUstand f ounderoftbeUn~ 
ver5.<II N0<]ro lmprov,:,rncrit Asscd1~100 &AfrtcJn 
Communllieslroguc 
•Enrollment About IBO 

HOW IT COMPARES TO DISTRICT 

Hem·s how M:lrcus Ci:lrvcy LcJdCf'--hlD Ch.:lrtcr 
School compare5 to O~dahcma City Public Schools 
asawhcle 

t-=·r•de 
DlstrictD 

t-=•~A 
Districtl33 

Acaclr,g 
School:F 
DistrictF 

~~a1 Algebnol 

DlstrictD 
Attendance 
School97percent 
D1st r,Ct94pe<Cl'OI 

Percent of students 
Whoateblatk 
S<:hool:'lSr,eroont 
Dist rict24perrent 

school. 
Policealso invei;tigated 

whether 5chool s~rs 
failcd lo prolcctthcgirlaf
ler shesaid_sheallempted 

Mobl ityrate 
Schooll5percent 
Dls:r1ct:43percent 

~~tvlre~ 

School.95per02<1: 
D,s~rict:9lr,ercen':: 

Pe.-c:entageofstaff 
whoareminoritles 
School91percffit 
Dls:r1ct:40percem 

t~f~dtuslz<! 

D,s:nct l9.6 

Parent-teachc-r 
conference attendance 
S<:honl.lOOpe,c.ent 
D,str1ct:BSpercent 

the alleged incidents were 
taking place. 

Jones Is d~ back in 
courlncxlrnoulh. 
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