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How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form\{(Nation
each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information sted. If any item does not apply to
the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and
areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete
all items.

1 _Name of Property
historic name _Hotel | ester / | ester Cafe
other names/site number ___Dodge House / | ong Branch

2 location
street & number __408-410 2™ Street NW not for publication _N/A
city or town _Mason City vicinity _N/A

state _lowa code _IA_ county _Cerro Gordo code 033 zip code _50401

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby
certify that this _X__ nomination _____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards Tor registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ___meets ____ does
not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ___
nationally ___ statewide _X_locally. (___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Q. /ffﬂ%)@ [\veswn 4 2002

Signature of certifying official Date

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (___ See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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y certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register

____ See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for National Register
removed from the National Register

/z,/zo/m

Date of Action C

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X_ private
____ public-local
___ public-State
____public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X_ building(s)
____district

____site

____ structure

___object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings

sites
structures
objects
Total

1T

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _Q___

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
NA
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6. Functionorllse

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: hotel
COMMERCE/TRADE department store
COMMERCE/TRADE restaurant

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: VACANT/NOTINUSE Sub VACANT/NOTINUSE

7 Descrinfi

ArchitecturatIhCIassification' PgEnter categories from instructions)

Late 19 and Early 20 Century American — Commercial Style

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Concrete Block and Poured Concrete

roof Asphalt
walls Brick
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)
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A Stat ¢ of Sionif

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

X

A

D

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, of possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual
distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

mT m O O W

G

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

Services related to Transportation

Period of Significance

Significant Dates

1915-1952

1915

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) NA

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder ________Unknown

N/A
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Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

____previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

____designated a National Historic Landmark

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency

___ Federal agency

Local government

University
Other

Name of repository:

E

Acreage of Property Less than One
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
114830660 4111720 3 __
2 4

_: See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Beth Enright/Grant Administrator e-mail address benright@masoncitynet
organization City of Mason City date ____ .luly 2 2002

street & number 10 1% Street NW telephone ___ (641) 421-3626

city or town Mason City statelA____ zipcode 50401

Additional D tati

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name _Russell.] Hardy

street & number__524 2™ Sireet SW telephone _(641) 424-2376

city or town _Mason City state 1A zipcode _50401

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing
listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division,
National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,
Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Cerro Gordo, lowa

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hotel Lester / Lester Café is locally significant under National Register Criterion A as the only known
surviving railroad hotel in Mason City. The building appears to have been designed and constructed primarily
to provide temporary housing and other services for railroad employees and passengers, specifically for the
Northwestern Railroad. This is substantiated by newspaper articles during construction which initially refer to
it as the “new Northwestern hotel.” In addition, the hotel was constructed on the trolley train route which ran
along 2" 4 Street NW linking the railroad with the downtown. Prior to its construction, railroad employees and
passengers would travel 6 to 8 blocks further to stay at one of three other hotels in the downtown at the time
(Park Inn Hotel, Hotel Cerro Gordo and the Wilson Hotel).

Railroad as a means of transportation and shipping was introduced to Mason City in the spring of 1869 with
the arrival of the lowa Central (later the Minneapolis and St. Louis) Railroad from southern lowa. Travelers
could then board the Milwaukee train to Clear Lake for a round trip fare of $1.00. Tama resident Lew Ong,
after missing a connection to Clear Lake, was forced to hire a livery rig to take him to Clear Lake. He noted
that the highway was busy with horses and buggies and decided it would be an ideal place for an electric
line. He decided to start the Mason City and Clear Lake Railroad. In July 1896 Mr. Ong was joined by W.E.
Brice at a Mason City City Council meeting Where they presented their plan. The Council approved their
proposal and by June 1897 the electric line from Mason City to Clear Lake was completed.

More extensive connections to the Mason City and Clear Lake Railroad were needed in order to complete
financing of the original project. With financial assistance from Mason City native C.H. MacNider the lowa,
Minnesota and Northwestern Railway Company was begun. As a result, the Mason City and Clear Lake
Railroad was connected with railway lines north through Lake Mills and on to Blue Earth, Minnesota an area
from 35 to 40 square miles previously without a railroad. Under an agreement, Mr. Brice was to have the town
sites and sell lots in order to extend the railroad southeasterly to Cedar Rapids connecting to the Northern
(Rock Island) Railroad. The stations along this line were named after Brice and his associates: Bricelyn for
Brice, Wheelerwood for J.S. Wheeler, Hanlontown for F.J. Hanlon (secretary of the company), Scarville for
Ole Scar (merchant from Lake Mills who pointed out the area north of Lake Mills not served by rail service),
Joice for P.M. Joice (Lake Mills banker), Voorhies for W.H. Voorhies (lowa Central conductor), Hanford for
Mrs. C.H. MacNider, Eleanor for Mrs. J.E. McDonald, Keister for Jacob Keister, Frost for Frost of Chicago,
Zaneta for Zaneta Eager (daughter of a bookkeeper of the new railroad), Cartersville for the North Western
chief engineer), Dougherty for the Dougherty family, and Dike for C.T. Dike (chief engineer).
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With the North Westem under construction to provide additional outlets, Mr. Brice was able to sell bonds to
pay his indebtedness on the Mason City and Clear Lake Railroad. In August 1900 the North Westem line was
completed. The building of this railroad line set the stage for a huge business and industrial expansion for
Mason City in the following years. The railroad industry grew, bringing more and more passengers and
railroad workers to Mason City. In December 1914, the new Great Western depot was completed on West 7"

Street (now 2™ Street NW), just west of N. Jackson Ave. (now N. Monroe Ave.) joining the Chicago
Northwestemn in Railroad Park.

Recognizing the potential for a lucrative business block, successful businessman and real estate developer,

Mier Wolf purchased the 66’ x 82’ property located just one block east of Railroad Park in March 1915.
Construction began soon after and the building was completed in the Fall of 1915.
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BACKGROUND - MIER WOLF

Mier Wolf was a prominent and successful Mason City businessman. He was born in Russia on June 16,
1871. He attended schools in Russia and married (Zesol) Cecil Gass. He settled first in Cedar Rapids, lowa
relocating to Mason City in 1898. His first home was at the southeast corner of Sherman at Drummond (now
509 S Washington Ave). From this location he started a hide and fur and metal business with a capital of
about $500. Advertisements for this business read “Mier Wolf, Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Scrap Iron,
Rags, Rubbers, Metal, Hides, Fur, Wool, Etc. — Also all kinds of Second Hand Machinery for Sale.” Gradually
he built up his business and invested in real estate until he was able to start Mier Wolf and Sons (a fumniture
store) in 1902 with his nephew, Joe Wolf at 305 S Federal Ave. The business rapidly grew and in 1904 he
bought out Joe’s share and moved the store to 408 S Federal Ave. Again in 1905, increased business forced
him to seek a larger building and the store relocated to 226 S Federal Ave. In 1914 the business moved to
214-216 S Federal and one horse and wagon took care of deliveries. In 1923 Mier Wolf built a new 3-story
store located at 309-313 S Federal Ave. Four new departments (radio, draperies, luggage and house
furnishing) were added in 1926. By 1928 Mier Wolf and Sons was “one of the largest furniture stores in north
lowa” and built additional stores in Albert Lea and Austin, Minnesota. in 1928 the Mason City store employed
30 persons and had a fleet of five delivery trucks (deliveries made within a radius of 125 miles from Mason
City). Associated in the furniture business with Mr. Wolf were his sons Louis Wolf (general manager), George
Wolf (secretary and manager of credits), Abbott Wolf, and William B. Wolf. In a January 2, 1923
correspondence, Mier Wolf was listed among the city’s wealthiest men being worth over $100,000. In 1926
Mier and Cecil Wolf moved to 811 N Adams Ave. This is a Prairie School designed home (listed on National
Register of Historic Places 1/29/80). Mier Wolf served as a City Counciiman from 1928-1932.

The 1929 Wha’s Who — Mason City, lowa directory stated that Mier Wolf “did own and operate a Hide and
Fur Business, Real Estate, and Metal Business. Now director, organizer and Charter member of Northwest
Savings Bank; Director of MC Building and Loan Association; Member of City Council; President of Mier Wolf
and Sons Furniture Store; President of Temple since its organization; lives at 811 N Adams; has 6 children-
Mrs. Charles Coddon, Louis, George, Abbott, William and Robert; hobbies-bridge and pinochie.”

The arrival of the Mier Wolf family in 1898 was the beginning of the Jewish settiement in Mason City. In 1902
the Frank Kropman, Sam Woldman, Morris Shulman and William Larger families followed. By 1908 there
were enough families to support a rabbi; Rabbi Isaac Schultz came from Chicago and the Adas Israel
congregation was formally organized. In 1910 a small synagogue was built at 621 S Adams Ave.; charter
members were Mier Wolf, Frank Kropman, Sam Woldman, Morris Shulman, William Larner, Morris Miller, T.
Benblit, Sam Kitsis, Herman Goldstein, Louis Tokman, Sam Garfin, J. Friedman and William Alter. Rabbi
Schultz was succeeded by Rabbi Simon Levinson in 1915. In 1920 Rabbi Schultz retumed finding the Jewish
community had increased by 35 families.

Incidently, the Meir Wolf House was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on January 29, 1980 as
a part of the ‘Prairie School Architecture in Mason City’ context. The home is located at 811 N. Adams Ave.
and was built in 1909. '
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ave had many proprietors over the years. From city directories:

The Hotel and adjoining storefronts h
Year 408 2™ Street NW

410 2™ Street NW

412 2™ Street NW

1916 | JW Thompson Restaurant

Hotel Lester, Lester Sundell, prop.

Jacob Kropman Grocery

1918 | Willis Woodward Restaurant | Hotel Lester, Lester Sundell, prop. Fred Magath Grocery
1920 | WC Woodward Restaurant | Hotel Lester, EE Arnold, prop. Fred Magath Grocery
1925 | FJ Robinson Restaurant Lester Hotel, SN Bayless, prop. Sutcliff & Tangeman, grocers

Chas. Gilbert, barber

1929 | Benjamin M. Nelson

‘Restaurant

Lester Hotel, Cyrus H. Major, prop.

John L. Chapman Grocery

1935 | Bess Bayless Restaurant

Lester Hotel, Lena Donnelson, mgr.
Lawson O. Porter, barber

Barney H. Dirksen, grocer

1940 | Lester Cafe Lester Hotel, Lena Donnelson, mgr. Herbert O. Lomen, grocer
Milton Thompson, barber
1945 | King’'s Place Restaurant, Lester Hotel, Lena Donnelson, mgr. Herbert O. Lomen, grocer

Lester King, prop.

Milton Thompson, barber

1950 | Kleckner's Café, Earl

Klecker, prop.

Lester Hotel, Mrs. Marie Hall, mgr.
Lester Barber Shop, J.R. White

Warner's Grocery,
Walter L. Warner, prop.

1955 | Kieckner’s Café, Earl Lester Hotel, Mrs. FA Patterson, mgr. | Warner's Grocery,
Klecker, prop. Lester Barber Shop, J.R. White Walter L. Warner, prop.
1960 | Lee’s Café, Lester Hotel, Mrs. Fern Olthoff, mgr. | Vacant
tee Seeberger, prop. Lester Barber Shop, John R. White
1965 | George's Café, Lester Hotel, Mrs. Fern Olthoff, mgr. Vacant
Cleo McCioud, prop. Lester Barber Shop, John R. White
1970 | George’s Café, Lester Hotel, Mary McGrew, mgr. Harold & Dorothy Ealy
Cleo McCloud, prop. Lester Barber Shop, Ervin P. Barteit (Made into apartment)
1975 | Long Branch Saloon, Dodge House, LeRoy/Mary McGrew | LeRoy/Mary McGrew
James Dallas, mar. Lester Barbers, Ervin P. Bartelt residence

Records from the Cerro Gordo County Recorder’s office show the property had only a handful of owners:

1915
1935
1938
1980
1986
1991
2002

Leon V.
Darin L.

Mier Wolf
Louis E.
Mier Wolf Inc.

L.A. and Mary P. McGrew

Wolf (son of Mier Woif)

Todd
Todd (son of Leon V. Todd)

Russell J. Hardy

The period of significance encompasses the date of construction (1915) through 1952.
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Boundary Description of Parcel No. 07-09-205-010: S 16’ of W 66’ L5 & W 66’ Lot 9, Block 9 H.G. Parker’s
Addition

Boundary Justification: The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with the
Hotel Lester/Lester Café.




