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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Ifound City Group National Konuaent vas established by Preside ntial Proclamation in 
to preserve an important assemblage of earthen 'structures associated vith the preha 
Adena and Hopevell cultures. Mound City Group vas closely associated vitb the orig 
of American archeology in the studies of Squier. and Davis in the l8^Ds, vas sioong t 
first sites to open the eyes of Americans to the long and rich native prehistory ol 
country, has contributed extensively to our tinders ten ding of the Hopevell cultural 
t'radition, sad is perhaps the best assemblage of Hope veil i an Tunerary features aval 
for public enJoyEent as a historical park*

$y about 300 B,C. the prehistoric Indians ve nov call Hopevell had developed a oist 
culture in tfce Iflddle Vest. For perhaps 900 years these people flourished, tbeir c 
-enith being here in the Scioto Valley of southern Ohio. But by about A.D. 60Q the 
Hopevell cultiire had faded. Hundreds of years later European settlers found only b 
Eounds and cereEonial earthworks to hint at this vanished culture .

The Hopevell are best known, for their high artistic achievements atid for tbeir prac 
of erecting earUa mounds over the regains of their dead. From the eactraordioaxy ve 
of burial offerings found in the mounds, archeologists have learned a great deal ab 
these prehistoric people. Ehey vere excellent artists acd craftsnen and vorted vit 
great variety of material foreign to vhat is now Ohio.

Copper from the Lake Superior region vas used for earspools, headdresses, "breastple 
ornaments, cerenonial objects, and tools* Stone effigy pipes vere beautifully carv 
to represent tte bird and animal life around them. Trow obsidian they made delicst 
chipped bleoes. Ireshvater pearls from local streams, quartz and ffiica from the Blu 
Ridge Mou-nteins, shells from the Gulf of Mexico, grizzly-bear teeth from the Bockie 
all_ vere used in caking the beautiful ead elaborate offerings buried vith the dead. 
Pottery of excellent -workmanship vas made; and even voven fabric of bark and other 
vegetable fTbere has been found preserved through contact vith copper objects. Ani 
bone vas used extensively, aad vood must have been iciportant' in the jEanufact-ure pf 
implements and utensils.

The HopeveU- Inaians lived in siaall villajges near rivers and streams. Some of the! 
villiaces ray have been soae distance from their mounds; sites such e^ teund City s 
chiefly as cere&onial centers. They knev hov to raise corn and probably had sicrple 

Their fllet vas augmented by hunting animals and gathering vild fr-uats and 
^honfih. their culture vas videspread, and they mace use of materials o"fat 

trade end trziTel in distant parts of TJorth Aserica, the evidence of their remain 
su£ccsts that ti^r vere a peaceful and nore or less sedentary people. 
(Continued on Dmtinuntton Sheet 1Q-300A)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
^ DUD d City begini3itLg at a point elong State Highway 106 about 308 maters north-northvest 

o'^ tbe Intersection of State Highway 104 and the entrance to the Chilllcothe Federal 
Refonsatory north of Chillicothe, Ohio, the boundary of Hound City Group Kational Honiiaet.1 
foliovs Highway' 106 north-northwest about 500 asters, then turns east-northeast £.bout ^60 
asters to~a point vaere it ineets the Scioto Elver. It then follows the bank of the Scloto 

southeast about 730 raters to a point where it returns about E50 meters    « -
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HS-34 An earth wall, 6 1 x 4 1 high, enclosing a rectangular area 840' x 860' with two 
openings,-. 13 f wide each, at' opposite sides. It vas reconstructed in 1923 and in 1960.

*0ther structures at _the site which do not contribute to the significance of the site 
includes

ES-37 Construction stones. About 500 ssndstone blocks from Lock No. 35 of the Ohio 
and Erie Canal lying in a series of jumbled piles. Several of the stones retain carved 
inscriptions and decoration. They are in ruins.

HS-38 Dock, steps, aod vail. A series of. steps, walks,, and a platform leading from the 
rear of the mounds, through woods, and down a bank to the Scioco River, to a 'triangular 
stone dock, 24 f x 26* x 16*, with three iron raooring rings. The ensemble has been 
altered. It is extremely deteriorated "and constitutes a severe safety hazard

Other n on contributing structures within the monument include a modern visitor center, 
constructed in 1966; 'the Superintendent's residence, constructed ,circa 1925; and a 
farmhouse, constructed circa 1925. **

**Aae»ded information
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