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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\ The Opera House is of Renaissance Revival architectural style. Its wall 
are four feet thick and made of stone except for the use of brick near the 
roof of the building. The condition of the building is good and little 
changed from the original except for new furnishings and the touching up of 
the interior paintings. ^

The north facade features a double pitched shed roof, a false mansard 
roof, flanked by two hipped roofs. Centered is a hooded, labeled oculus- 
shaped vent with crown. The roof has boxed cornices and the words "Opera 
House" are centered near the roof of the building.

The facade is symmetrical. There are four arched double hung 4/^ windows 
with radiating voussoirs at the balcony level. A curved wooden balcony is 
centered, supported by 3 elaborately cut out brackets. It has a wooden bal­ 
ustrade with turned balusters and five posts with onion-shaped finish.

The ground slopes downward from west to east, creating the need for 
additional steps at each of the four doors. The center portion above the 
balcony is set in slightly, while the center section below the balcony pro­ 
jects slightly. The two centered double-door entrances with lunettes are set 
into semicircular Roman arch vaults with radiating voussoirs and keystone. 
There are wrought iron lamps on either side. The side wings have double 
doors set into segmental arched vaults, also with radiating voussirs and 
keystone.

A courtyard is enclosed on three sides by the west face of the building 
and an L-shape wing added in the late 19^0s. The west face is a windowless 
stone wall except for the brick construction beginning about ten feet from th 
roof. There is a fire door at the balcony level. A wooden three-landing 
staircase with simple turned wooden balustrade leads to the ground from the 
balcony. Elaborate cut-out brackets support the upper landing, Another fire 
door is near the center at ground level.

A rock flowered courtyard is found at the east side of the building. 
There are two long balconies on the east face of the building for fire doors, 
one at balcony level and one on the "ground level" of the building (which is 
above the ground due to the slope of the land)* The two balconies are 
connected by a one-landing staircase and a short stairway to the ground. The 
stairs and the balconies have a wooden post balustrade. The wider upper 
balcony is supported by eight cut-out curved brackets while the slightly 
narrower lower balcony is supported by six similar brackets. There are two 
small windows servicing the back stage area and a small stage door to the 
rear of the building, accessible by a small stairs.

The Interior:

rn 
rn

o

In the five eel ing multicolored paintings by Mr, Massman of San 
Francisco classical motifs are worked into a large-scale geometrical pattern 
around a central medallion that dominates the ceiling. The central medallion 
features the sky. Architectural moldings are simulated in the painting. 
Four smaller circular medallions have acanthus leaf roundels.

The ceiling has been restored by Alien True, a prominent Colorado 
muralist. Centered is a large, early style chandelier, not the original.

The corner interstices have classical foliate motifs. On the front 
ceiling above the stage are two putti flanking a cartouche. Large scale 
foliate forms border the stage with three diamonds with stylized classical
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motif. On each side of the stage, set apart from the border are two classical 
draped figures with Pegasus on one side.

The curtain is not the original, and appears representative of early 1900 
movie house style. It has painted folds and tassels with a symmetrical garland 
and putti among swags, stars, and a central gate.

Entering the narrow lobby, the visitor faces the underside of the stair­ 
case to the balcony level which is approached by two short flights on either 
side. The small lobby also includes ticket office, wide step, entrances to 
the main floor, and sculptures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

^ This sturdy stone structure is the oldest and the first permanent opera 
house in the state.\It was built by funds raised through the Gilpin County 
Opera House Association, a county citizens' group, whose immediate objective 
was to erect an edifice which would permit the proper staging of grand opera 
Opening night was March 4, 18?8, and Central City became the cultural 
capital of Colorado until 1881 when the Tabor Grand Opera House in Denver 
was completed.

After that, a group of Little Kingdom subjects kept the opera house 
(which never was a money-maker) open by luring important theatrical 
companies to Central City after they had played at Denver. Thus prominent 
nineteenth century actors including Fannie Barlow, Edwin*Booth, Madame 
Januschek, Joseph Jefferson and others sang and spoke their parts within 
its walls.

The building was repaired in 1896 (when electric lights were installed) 
and was renovated in 1903» through the efforts of Peter MacFarlane, one of 
its original contractors, no structural changes were made. On July ^, 1910, 
MacFarlane, who was by then the principal owner of the building, opened it 
as a motion picture theater and used it in that fashion until it closed in 
January 192?.

In May 1931> MacFarlane*s heirs presented the old opera house to the 
University of Denver, and it was restored throughout the following year by 
the newly formed Central City Opera House Association. It opened again on 
July 16, 1932, with Lillian Gish portraying Camille before a host of 
Colorado cultural enthusiasts, music lovers, and socialites. Since that 
time it has served as the hub for a nationally recognized summer opera and 
theater festival, and many of the greatest names in those areas have played 
to its audiences.

Its unique and colorful architecture makes it one of the most popular 
attractions in "The Little Kingdom."
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