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Located i ntherural southern section of Gardner, t he Jabez
Partridge Honestead occupies aslightly elevated site ont he east
side of Partridge Road. The house consists Of a front two-storey
section, built 1 n1826, and a one-and-hal £-storey rear ell, be-
lieved t ohave been built between 1772 and 1786 £or Jabez Partridge

Of vernacular. Federalist design, thePartridge Honestead' s
front section i sof timber-frame construction, rectangular i nplan
with a central chimey. Resting on a hamrered granite foundation,
the house i s covered with clapboards andenclosed by apitched roof
with end-wall gables. The house's symmetrical facade has a center
entry andfour windows at thefirst storey, five wndows at the
second storey and a boxed, noul ded cornice at theroof line. The
entry i sframed by a sinple architrave andnmoul ded cap; abovet he
door i sa four-pane transom Fenestration of the house's end-walls
s symmetrical, consisting of two w ndows at each storey and one
w ndow centered i neach gable. The house's south endalso contains
a secondary entry, located slightly east of thewall's center, at
the first storey. This entry resenbles that of the facade, but
Iezul:ks2 a cap. Sash i nthehouse varies from 6/6 t osone original
12/ 12.

Set at right angles tothefront section of thehouse i s a
rear el | of timper-frame construction. Theell, nowused partly
as a shed, i srectangular i nplan with a small central chi mey.
The ell's exterior i scovered with clapboard andenclosed by a
pitched roof. Fenestration i sasymmetrical, consisting of openings
of varying size, sonme of which retain original 12/12 sash. Local
tradition dates this wing of t he house between 1772 and 1786 when
Jabez Partridge i sbelieved tohave established a farm onthis prop-
erty. | naddition tothePartridge Honestead, this property con-
tains a dairy shed andbarn of undeterm ned ages.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jabez Partridge Homestead retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials and workmanship. Operated as a farm
continuously since 1786, and perhaps as early as 1772, i t possesses
historical associations with the settlement and agricultural econony
of South Gardner. | naddition, thehouse's vernacular Federalist
architecture and the surrounding farm and of nearly 28 acres remain
much as they di di n 1826, preserving important elements of Gardner's
pre-industrial devel opment.

Jabez Partridge, a farmer and early settler of Gardner, i s noted
in various records as having built a house on this site and estab-
lished a farm as early as 1772, although no deed forthis property
was filed until 1786 when Partridge acquired it from Ednund Eaton,
During this time, Partridgeal so took parti n the town's affairs,
appearing as a signer of the 1785 petition to incorporate Gardner
as a town. Jabez Partridge r etined possession of this property
until 1811 when he sold thehouse and farmto his son, Adam Until
1927, theproperty remainedi n the ownership of Partridge's lineal
descendants, passing t o Seneca Partridge (son of Adam Partridge)i n
1832 and, subsequently, to Seneca's son, Adam I, and t o AdamPar -
tridge's | | daughter, Idell Partridge Underwood. I n 1927, the farm
was acquired from Idell Underwood by August P Anderson, whose son
is thecurrent owner.
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