
Form No. 10-300 REV. (9 /77) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMtNT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED Q(JT 2 

DATE ENTERED 

m 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

I NAME 
HISTORIC'̂ abeTi P a r t r i d g e Homestead 

AND/OR COMMON 

Same 

LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 81 Pa r t r i dge Road 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 
Gardner N/A 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

2nd \ [ \ 

STATE 
Massachusetts 

CODE 

025 
COUNTY 

V/orcester 
CODE 

02 7 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

^BUILDINGISI 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

•^PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
j^OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
^ Y E S : RESTRICTED 

_ Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

PRESENT USE 
X_AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

X P R I V A T E RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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81 Pa r t r i dge Road 
CITY, TOWN STATE 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION 

^EXCELLENT ' ' —DETERIORATED 

—GOOD —RUINS 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

OCALTEREb 

C H E C K ONE 

_2?0RIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located i n the r u r a l southern section of Gardner, the Jabez 
Partridge Homestead occupies a s l i g h t l y elevated s i t e on the east 
side o£ Partridge Road. The house consists o£ a front two-storey 
section, b u i l t i n 1826, and a one-and-hal£-storey rear e l l , be­
lieved to have been b u i l t between 1772 and 1786 £or Jabez Partridge 

0£ vernacular. Federalist design, the Partridge Homestead's 
front section i s of timber-frame construction, rectangular i n plan 
with a central chimney. Resting on a hammered granite foundation, 
the house is covered with clapboards and enclosed by a pitched roof 
with end-wall gables. The house's symmetrical facade has a center 
entry and four windows at the f i r s t storey, f i v e windows at the 
second storey and a boxed, moulded cornice at the roof l i n e . The 
entry is framed by a simple architrave and moulded cap; above the 
door is a four-pane transom. Fenestration of the house's end-walls 
is symmetrical, consisting of two windows at each storey and one 
window centered i n each gable. The house's south end also contains 
a secondary entry, located s l i g h t l y east of the wall's center, at 
the f i r s t storey. This entry resembles that of the facade, but 
lacks a cap. Sash i n the house varies from 6/6 to some o r i g i n a l 
12/12. 

Set at r i g h t angles to the front section of the house i s a 
rear e l l of timber-frame construction. The e l l , now used p a r t l y 
as a shed, is rectangular i n plan with a small central chimney. 
The e l l ' s exterior is covered with clapboard and enclosed by a 
pitched roof. Fenestration i s asymmetrical, consisting of openings 
of varying size, some of which re t a i n o r i g i n a l 12/12 sash. Local 
t r a d i t i o n dates t h i s wing of the house between 1772 and 1786 when 
Jabez Partridge is believed to have established a farm on th i s prop­
erty. In addition to the Partridge Homestead, th i s property con­
tains a dairy shed and barn of undetermined ages. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1 7 7 2 - 1 7 8 6 ; 1826 BUILDER/ARCHITECT u n k n o w n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Jabez Partridge Homestead r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s and workmanship. Operated as a farm 
continuously since 1786, and perhaps as e a r l y as 1772, i t possesses 
h i s t o r i c a l associations w i t h the settlement and a g r i c u l t u r a l economy 
of South Gardner. I n a d d i t i o n , the house's vernacular F e d e r a l i s t 
a r c h i t e c t u r e and the surrounding farmland of nearly 28 acres remain 
much as they d i d i n 1826, preserving important elements of Gardner's 
p r e - i n d u s t r i a l development. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please refer to the attached assessor's map 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

I J F O R M PREPARED BY Eric Engelson 
NAME/TITLE Brian P f e i f f e r , Consultant wi th Gardner H i s t o r i c a l 
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ORGANIZATION DATE 
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ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) . I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered DEC 6 1979 

Name Location 

Partridge, Jabez, Hoiaestead 

Heywood, Levi, Jleraorial Library Building 

Peirce School 

Gardner 

Worcester County 

Gardner 

Worcester County 

Newton 
Middlesex County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward H. Kennedy 
Honorable Robert F. Drinan 

NR Byers/bjr 12/12/79 

State His t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mrs. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Connnission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For f u r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


