
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

E. Camb, I I 8 2 

I 1. Town Cajnbridge 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo nunaber //oy Zf-

Address 155 Second Street (rear) 

Name American Net and Twine Co. 
Factory 

Present use i n d u s t r i a l 

yy:. 

Present owner W i l l i a m M. Ginsberg 
7 3 A r l i n g t o n Road, B r o o k l i n e , MA. 

3. Description: 

Date 1875 

Source deed records 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location  
in relation to nearest cross streets an,d \_ 

Style M i l l Cons t ruc t ion 

Architect xinknown 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features j e r k i n h e a d r o o f w i t h 

broad gabled dormer, punctuated by 

se r i es o f arches. 

No 

No 

Date-

Date 

Lot size: v ' t 

"One acre or less Over one acreXX 

o, Approximate frontage mo f e e t 

V 17-7P . 

5M-2-75-R061465 (2(»l-2^76) 

(over) 

Approximate distance of building from street 

60 f e e t 

^ 0. Recorded byBainbr idge B u n t i n g / H a r r i e t 
White 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Datei964/19 80 

(q(5267ZO//7^9Z30O 

APR 1 1982 



5> 

T. Original owner {if known) ATner̂ ip.an Net ^nd Twine Company 

Original use ,-nduRtT^i ^=.1 " ' '' ' ' 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

9* Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginai* 
Agricultural 
Architecturaf 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation. 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

XX 

Secrei^on 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
TrJmsportation 

9*. Historical significance (tnclude explanation of themes checked abovey 

In 184H, while most f i s h nets were handmade hemp imports from 
England, the American Net S Twine Company became the f i r s t American 
f i r m to manufacture cotton twine and ne t t i n g . This three story brick 
factory was b u i l t i n 1875 expressly f o r the rapidly expanding 
firm's needs. The bui l d i n g featxires wide segmental arched windows set 
wit h i n segmental arched arcades and a jerkinhead gable roof pierced 
by broad gabled dormers. A central progecting pedimented -^awer on 
the southern facade rises four stories i n height and has segmental 
arched openings set w i t h i n f l a t arched arcades. ' 

Between 1886 and 1916, two additions were made to the west and 
south, forming i n an "L" shape. They continue the fenestration and 
de t a i l i n g of the f i r s t b u i l d i n g , with rough cut granite s i l l s and a 
f l a t roof. 

ZZ ^ 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's recorcto, 
early maps, etc.) 



United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Regis ter of Histor ic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numtier Page 3 * / ' 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

.^^-'-^^^^^^Z^.^-*^^ SWffirtwT̂ lwn 1^^., Attest /6Q^^^*^?SeU/»y^ 

/ ^ Harvard Square Historic Dis t^ ic^^^^^ ^^^^^ Keeper IxZlcgyH. /4 • /^A^^K<}^ 

• ' . Attest 

y 23. Old Harvard Yard Historic Sfa»s*«HtlTe «••!•« Keeper ca j '' ^ c ^ 'y- , 
>2vjî  ^/....District (Bourntery--±ncreas€) —• — 

^ / ^ f DOE>OWMER OBJECTIQN Attest 
J 24. Old Cambridge Historic ^^^^rict^^^^^^ ^^^^^ Keeper ^ C ^ / L ^ ^ J ^ ^ i;^ 

Attest " 

j 25. Winthrop Square Historic Dis^;^1^^^^^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  Keeper _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ^''^ ' " l l '̂̂  

Attest 

/ Hubbard Park Historic D i s t r K ^ - ^ ^ ^ r . luvig^ Keeper / A J ^ ^ A A A A ^ A ^ /^.r^sr. 

. , Attest 

..27. Fresh Pond Historic District^********-^* '*^**^Keeper î gjgcT ^ /?.^^^ 

* ^ '. " Attest 

2fif ^^^^^^^ Net and Twine Company^^^^^^g^^^Keeper .^f^^^A-t^^ 

Attest 

_ 29. Athenaeum Press BuSatantlve Eevl3. y Keeper / J ^ / ^ ^ / ^ 

. < ' Attest 

Barnes. James B., House feafiMM^c.v. • Keeper / A U J J I A ^ 4 ^lUoZU^ V- / 3-

- Attest 



^ - T 

—4 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S w«K.4»t«u.D.p«rtm«.to»th«i«t.H«r t 
MatloMi Park SMVIM 

EVALUATION / R E T U R N S H E E T 

Prap^rty r6/hn.I,Jtc^<. A^/^/^ /ggj>u^*<^ >?^e^>/ Working Mo y/^yf^a'^<l^<i^ 
County x^/ f - / tuUdZ^i iz^ F*d. R«g. D a U : 

Federal Agancy: Data Qua- ^ V - / 7 - ^ . 2 _ 

Entered 4fiHfi8: - ^ ^ A C C E P T - ^ Z Z i -
rasubmitsion Hational Begister RETURN 
nomination by paraon or local govarnmant REJECT 
owner objection photoa_L 
Appeal maps 

Substantive Review: sample request « _ appeal NR decision 
r 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
^ — substantive reasons discussed below. 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3 . C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

S . Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary aalection 



6. Signifficance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked ^ 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeograph ica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
af Bda proparty iriHiin Bw aists la • 

il MM* I K * I 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed D a t e _ Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached aheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

i for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 

i^.' y ' 

fc z 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACED 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS ^-

Date Entered APRIL 1, 1982 

Name Location 

Melrose Town Center Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Melrose 
Middlesex County 

American Net and Twine 
Company Factory 
(Cambridge Multiple Resource Area) 

Cambridge 
;?•*•«•> Middlesex County 

ToTOsend House 
.1- Needham 

Norfolk County 

Lewis, Joshua, House Needham 
Norfolk County 

Notified 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 
Honorable Edward J. Markey 
Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Honorable John Joseph Moakley 

Mid-Atiantic Regional Office, NPS 
North A t l a n t i c Regional Office, NPS 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation Offic.= r 
Mrs. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further inlormation, please call the National Register at (202) 2:2-S504 


