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The building was completed in May, 1892, fer use as a city
hall. It was built on a sandstone ledge overlooking Bellingham
Bay. The foundation is reinferced concrete and the main
structure is red brick with lecal Chuckanut sandstone trim.
The roofwas ‘terne metal roof cladding ever wood rafters and the
present roof is a recent (1966) replacement of the original.
The earlier laminated wood beams have been replaced with new
structural steel beams and weod rafters during renovation
began in 1966. The building has been found in sound conditien
by two groups of structural engineers. No bearing walls have
been replaced, but some non-bearing walls have been removed in
areas to allow for larger display galleries and installment of
walk-in glass cases. Heating, plumbing, and electrical systemg
have been replaced with new materials. The basement ~and first
floor;have been completely renovated, using as much authentic
material where possible, or with tasteful substitution ef new
materials. The center bell tower, which was destroyed in the
fire of 1962, has not been replaced yet, but it is a future
goal. The original hand-carved wood staircase, panellings, and
moldings have been refinished. Period chandeliers have been
installed, and modern display lighting is utilized. The second
and third floor renovation awaits further funds from private
and public sources. In October, 1966, Bellingham was presente
the Annual Award of the Washington State Arts Commission for igL
efforts to preserve and restore the old City Hall, new called
the Whatcom Museum of History and Art.
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las the Normal School in 1899. Bellingham was still a cluster

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) w7

The significance of the old City Hall as a »ic land-
mark is mainly as an architecéaggi\€§ig_aﬁd as a local heritag
of our past. Built in 1892, during the last years of the Yic-
torian era the building was in the center of the boom and bust
times often common to newly settled territories of the United
States. The first settlers had reached Bellingham Bay in 1852
and others followed soon after them. Alfred Lee was a late

pioneer to this area, arriving in 1890. He established an arc

tecture office, and began to design public and private buildin
for the area, including the old City Hall, and some buildings
of Western Washington State College in Bellingham, established

of 1little towns, all seeking to outdo each other in growth and
economic expansion. The western terminus of?several inter-
continental railroads had bypassed them, and the last of the
gold rush miners had left for the Fraser River, British
Columbia country. Coal ~timber, and fishing were the remainin
large industries in thls area, and with the labor force they
attracted this was a raw town, experiencing waves of boom and
bust with every rumor of new industrial interest. The con-
struction of the City Hall was a major achievement during the
civilizing" of the area, and was the building where important
plans were made concerning the future of this "Fourth Corner"
of the State of Washington. (At present, it is one of the
remaining few examples of the late Victorian public buildings
that has been left in relatively original condition in this

®

hi-
]

g

area. ) It has been in operation as a public museum since the

(see Continuation Sheet)
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NAME AND TITLE: !

8RGANLZATION

v: Charlotte V. Schneider, Research Assistant
atcom Museum of History and Art

O&ficer

DATE

March 25, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

121 Prospect Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Bellingham

STATE

CODE

46

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-~
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion ’
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set-:
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State (7] Local

Name (2 2 ey

The recommended

X

" Charles H. Odegaafd'

n

title __Director, Washington State Parks
and Recreation Commissig
Date __ January 27, 1970

I herebv certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preserffation

APR 31970

Date

ATTEST:

”

Keeper of The Nétioﬁal Register,

AR 2 771979

e —

Date
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me a vital

community center since the renovat IN66. (A fire
in 1962 essentially closed down t tHe public
for six-years, but a determined gra ept the idep

the history of our community.) The f ic.. opening
after renovation was in June of 1968, with the comprehensive
exhibit of the "Arts of a Vanished Era", an account of the
Pacific Northwest Coast's early inhabitants, the Indians.
This show closed in December of 1968, with a total attendance
of more than fifty-five thousand people, and a new show of thE
early white settlement of the "Fourth Corner" opened in January
of this yéar. The next show of historic interest, scheduled
to open late in 1969, will show the contribution of the early
industries to the rapid growth of the Pacific Northwest
Coast.
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