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1. Name of Property 

historic name. 
Templeton Colony of the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded 

Other names/site number. Templeton Farm Colony (preferred) 

2. Location 

Street & number 126 Royals ton Road 

city or town Templeton, P h i l l i p s t o n 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code MA county W o r c e s t e r 

_N£^not for publication 

vicinity 

code o?7 zip code 01436 

3. state/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
13 meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
Q nationally \ ^ statewide @ locally. ( Q See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

jre of certifying official/Title J u d i t h B ^ M c Execut ive D i i Sig;ra\ijre of certifying official/Title J u d i t h Bi/McDonoughDate Execut ive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Sta te H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( G See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying officiaimtle Date 

State or Federal agency £uid bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
rr-^-— *" ""a 

Signature of the Keeper S j j ^ l g - t e ] : ^ ^ ' ^ ° ' 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

"Bantered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

n other, (explain:) 

• •• ....... 'j&i--



Templeton Farm Colony 
Name of Property ~ 

Worcester County, MA 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

• private 
• public-local 
a public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

• building(s) 
• ' E district 

• site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources witliin Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

45 19 

3 

11 6 

59 25 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s S t a t e H o s p i t a l s a n d S t a t e S c h o o l s 

Numl}er of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

H e a l t h C a r e : H o s p i t a l 

Agriculture; storage, f i e l d , animal  

f a c i l i t y , outbuilding 

Education; school 

Gnvprnmenr: hngpi t a l 
Landscape; forest, unoccupied, 

nat(^al feature, conservation area 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

H e a l t h C a r e ; h o s p i t a l 

Agriculture: storage, f i e l d , animal 

f a c i l i t y , outbuilding 

Education; school 
Government; hospital 

Landscape; forest, unoccupied, natural 

feature, conservation area 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

E a r l y Republ i r /Fer lera l 
Late 19th & Early 20th American/Craftsman 

nrhpr/TIri 1 i r a r i a n 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation f i e lds tone , concerete 

walls 

roof _ 

other. 

wood/shingle, clapboard 
brick 

stnne/slate; wood/shingle;—asphalt 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

y >-v 



Templeton Farm Colony 
Name of Property 

Worcester County, MA 
County and State 

8. statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

Ci A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. " ' 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

• t C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

' > distinguishable entity whose components lack ,• 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x " in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. , • 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

(X D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

HEALTHyMEDICINE 

SOCTAT. HISTORY 
ARCHITECTURE 

AGRICULTURE 

Period of Significance  

1899-1940 

Significant Dates 

1899 - founding 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation  

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

William G. Preston 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Ma\or Bibliographical References 
Bibilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

IE State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 

i. • Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



Templeton Farm Colony 
Name of Property 

Worcester County, MA 

County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 2,600 acres 

UTIWI References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) i -

1 I l i 8 l I l l 3i 6l l l 4 d k i7 l l i7 b i6 O I 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I l i 8 l I 7l 3i 4l 3i 4 d I 4i 7l 2 iJ 3 4 d 
5 1 8 7 3 8 1 8 0 4 7 1 9 4 2 0 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

- I ' . v 

3 i l j S j |7 |3 |5 |5 lO lO I |4 ,7 |2 ,2 M P 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 l l j S j |7 |3 |6 |3 |4 |0 | |4 ,7 |2 3 |l 6 P 
• See continuation sheet 

6 1 8 7 3 7 9 8 0 4 7 1 7 6 0 0 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title. Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, National 
Register Director, MHC 

date September, 1993 organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470 
t 

city or town Boston state MA ^jp code 02116-4802 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
'•fir - ' .J^---,/'-

Representative black and white photographs of the property. • 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

Street & number. 

city or town 

telephone. 

State. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonmatlon is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or stny aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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DESCRIPTION . , 

Lo c a t i o n / S e t t i n g : The Templeton Colony of the Fernald State School occupies . 
2,600 acres of h i l l y woodlands and a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s t h a t s p i l l over i n t o 
neighboring P h i l l i p s t o n (W). State Route 2 i s located t o the south w i t h State 
Route 202/King P h i l i p s T r a i l p r o v i d i n g access from t h a t d i r e c t i o n , w h i l e State 
Route 68/Royalston Road approaches the campus from the n o r t h and east. The 

. • t r a c k s of the Boston & Maine R a i l r o a d run j u s t n o r t h of the campus i n 
Royalston. The r u r a l character of the surrounding area i s e s t a b l i s h e d by the 
Templeton State Forest (SE), O t t e r River State Forest (NE) and a State 
W i l d l i f e Management Area (NW). When purchased i n 1899, the Colony consisted 
of 1, 660 acres centered on the spine of three h i l l s : E l i o t , Church, and 
Norcross. E l i o t , which i s the highest, was named i n honor of Samuel E l i o t , 
who had been a member of the Fernald School's Board of Trustees since i t s - . ' 
i n c e p t i o n i n 1848 and i t s president f o r the l a s t 21 years. Several hundred 
a d d i t i o n a l acres were added t o the campus i n the 1910s and 1920s. 

Waterways i n the area include Beaver Brook t o the west of the r i d g e and • 
Norcross H i l l and Crow H i l l Brooks t o the east. There are magnificent views 
of Mount Monadnock t o the n o r t h from several p o i n t s on the campus, e s p e c i a l l y 
the Narragansett Colony. The other important viewshed i s southward from the 
E l i o t Colony toward Narragansett. 

Landscape: The r u r a l a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape i s e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l preserved 
at Templeton and c l e a r l y reveals the way i n which i t was shaped by the school 
i n the f i r s t h a l f of the t w e n t i e t h century. As described i n annual r e p o r t s 
and summarized i n the s i g n i f i c a n c e s e c t i o n of t h i s nomination form, the school 
developed around the n u c l e i of e x i s t i n g farmsteads. During the e a r l y decades, 
these n u c l e i were expanded as large amounts of land were cleared f o r pasture 
and crops, extensive apple orchards c u l t i v a t e d , and thousands of white pines 
pl a n t e d . The school's c l e a r i n g a c t i v i t i e s appear t o have r e s u l t e d i n p i l e s of 
stones i n the f i e l d s r a t h e r than i n t r a d i t i o n a l stone w a l l s . 

An important m i d - t w e n t i e t h century map prepared by the U. S. Department of 
A g r i c u l t u r e remains t o i l l u s t r a t e the p a t t e r n of f i e l d s and woodlands before '•-
a c t i v e a g r i c u l t u r e began t o be phased out i n the 1970s. That p a t t e r n survives 
remarkably i n t a c t today (see base map and s p e c i f i c discussions of each 
co l o n y ) . I n f o r m a t i o n on the types and amounts of crops grown i s summarized i n 
the s i g n i f i c a n c e s e c t i o n of t h i s nomination. I n general, the f i e l d s l i n e the 
roads, p r o v i d i n g open v i s t a s . An exception i s the low land a t the center of 
the campus which i s dominated by a s u b s t a n t i a l grove of white pines (#84) . • ' 
The f i e l d s are maintained i n rough t u r f or a c t i v e l y p l a n t e d w i t h fodder f o r 
the l a r g e d a i r y herds a t the Narragansett and E l i o t Colonies (#83) . Their 
outer edges are defined by woodlands t h a t have begun t o encroach i n the last. 
ten t o twenty years, w i t h some young hardwood growth apparent along the edges. 
Areas immediately surrounding b u i l d i n g s d i s p l a y well-tended apple orchards, 
mature maples and elms i n f r o n t of the farmhouses, and spruce or pine p l a n t e d 
as wind screens . ,. > * : 

B u i l d i n g s : When the Commonwealth of Massachusetts took possession of the , * 
land, i t included seven farmhouses and three barns centered on Rice Road, ' '* 
which runs along the spine of the h i l l s , b i s e c t i n g the campus from n o r t h t o • 
south. Barre Road runs from Royalston Road at the northwest corner of the 

- • - --.yy.':' . -.y --- •'••-' 
(continued) , 

.-i;y.., • .....y^ . y'y^y 
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campus t o Norcross H i l l Road on the eastern edge; i t i s unpaved east of i t s 
i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Rice Road. 

•;' . '"' During the f i r s t two decades of the t w e n t i e t h century, the e x i s t i n g farmsteads 
; became the core of four d i s t i n c t and i n some cases w i d e l y separated c o l o n i e s , 

which f u n c t i o n e d independently, but were a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y combined under one 
• ;• superintendent. From n o r t h t o south these are the E l i o t , Brook, Narragansett, 

and Farm Colonies; a l l but Brook Colony occupy h i l l t o p or h i l l s i d e s i t e s . 

The c o l o n i e s were i n i t i a l l y developed by making a d d i t i o n s t o the e x i s t i n g 
farmhouses and barns, then c o n s t r u c t i n g p a t i e n t d o r m i t o r i e s , o u t b u i l d i n g s , and 
other s t r u c t u r e s as needed. W i l l i a m G. Preston, who designed most of the 
e a r l y b u i l d i n g s at the Fernald School, was the a r c h i t e c t . The a d d i t i o n s 
complement the m a t e r i a l s , scale, roof type, and f e n e s t r a t i o n of the o l d 
farmhouses, w h i l e the small-scale r u s t i c design of the Craftsman d o r m i t o r i e s 
blend w i t h both the landscape and e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s . Most of the 
p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouses, o u t b u i l d i n g s , and e a r l y d o r m i t o r i e s remain today. 
Only Narragansett Colony has been d i s t u r b e d by s u b s t a n t i a l new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
Several of the farmhouses, e s p e c i a l l y the Church House (#77; 1763), are 
e x c e p t i o n a l examples of t h e i r type and are among the f i n e s t accjuired by the 
Commonwealth as p a r t of the h o s p i t a l and school system. 

I n t e g r i t y : The c l u s t e r e d development p a t t e r n , w i t h s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t b u i l d i n g 
groups surrounded by a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s and woodlands, i s an important aspect 
of the campus i n t e g r i t y t h a t remains n e a r l y i n t a c t . I t r e f l e c t s e a r l y h i l l t o p 

'• • settlement p a t t e r n s as w e l l as the i n f l u e n c e of the school i n the e a r l y 
., ••. t w e n t i e t h century. Scenic views from the many h i l l t o p b u i l d i n g s t o other 

¥*'t , p o i n t s on campus and areas beyond remain r u r a l and undisturbed. The major 
changes on the campus have r e s u l t e d from c o n s t r u c t i o n of modern d o r m i t o r i e s 
and c o n c e n t r a t i o n of p a t i e n t care at the Narragansett Colony i n the l a t e 
1960s. Losses t h a t have occurred as a r e s u l t include the d e m o l i t i o n of the 
e a r l y d o r m i t o r i e s a t the Farm and E l i o t Colonies. The remaining d o r m i t o r i e s 
and p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouses are g e n e r a l l y vacant and d e t e r i o r a t i n g . 
Representative b u i l d i n g s are described below: 

Farm Colony , 

The Farm Colony str a d d l e s Rice Road n o r t h of the main entrance from State 
Route 202. I t includes a c o l l e c t i o n of p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouses, i n t e r s p e r s e d 
w i t h e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century d o r m i t o r i e s , barns, and other support b u i l d i n g s 
erected by the school. A small wagon shed (#76) i s the only post-World War I I 
b u i l d i n g . This c l u s t e r of b u i l d i n g s i s surrounded by f i e l d s and apple 
orchards w i t h wooded h i l l s beyond. The 1960s USDA map shows improved pasture 
land on the west side of Rice Road around the barns (#71-74); crop land behind 
i t (W) and t o the n o r t h ; hay f i e l d s on the east side of the road; and 
woodlands behind the saw m i l l (#68). This landscape remains i n t a c t today. 

#77: Church Farmhouse (1763) ' - ^ 
This i s the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b u i l d i n g at the Templeton 
Colony and i s c e r t a i n l y one of the f i n e s t houses i n h e r i t e d by the Commonwealth 
i n i t s a c q u i s i t i o n of land f o r State Hospitals and Schools. I n p l a n and 
e l e v a t i o n , i t i s a standard two-story, f i v e - b y - t h r e e bay, center e n t r y house 
w i t h g r a n i t e block foundation and a large c e n t r a l chimney r i s i n g through a 
s l a t e gable r o o f . I t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s elaborate e x t e r i o r d e t a i l s , 

. . : . ' ' ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
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which have been preserved i n t a c t , despite lack of maintanence. These in c l u d e -
heavy corner quoins, a d e n t i l a t e d cornice, graduated clapboards, and cavetto ,' 
molded caps over f i r s t - s t o r y windows w i t h 12/12 sash. The f o c a l p o i n t of the > 
facade (E) i s the e n t r y w i t h i t s r u s t i c a t e d surround and f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s 
c a r r y i n g a t r i a n g u l a r pediment embellished w i t h d e n t i l s and m o d i l l i o n s . The 
o r i g i n a l door d i s p l a y s e i g h t r a i s e d f i e l d panels. A secondary e n t r y w i t h 
somewhat simpler r u s t i c a t e d surround and pediment i s lo c a t e d on the south 
e l e v a t i o n . The i n t e r i o r i s s u r p r i s i n g l y simple, l a c k i n g the h i g h - s t y l e 
ornamentation of the e x t e r i o r . 

As i s the case w i t h the other farmhouses at Templeton, t h i s one was extended 
by compatibly designed p a t i e n t wards (#78) a t the t u r n of the century. I n 
t h i s case, 1 1/2-story wings added t o the south and west e l e v a t i o n s continue 
clapboard s i d i n g , gable r o o f , and multi-pane sash of the o r i g i n a l d w e l l i n g . 
They r e s t on f i e l d s t o n e foundations. The long, eleven-bay south wing d i s p l a y s 
a center e n t r y . The e n t i r e b u i l d i n g i s i n poor c o n d i t i o n , having been vacant 
f o r a t l e a s t ten years; windows are boarded, and p e e l i n g white p a i n t reveals 
red beneath. The e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century wards, which stood immediately t o 
the northwest (#79), were taken down ca. 1967 when the new wards a t the 
Narragansett Colony were opened. 

#54: Waite House (ca. 1800) 
As a p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouse w i t h a rear dormitory attached ca. 1900, Waite 
House t y p i f i e s the r u s t i c a r c h i t e c t u r e of the Templeton Colony. The o l d 
clapboard-clad Federal-period farmhouse r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e 
foundation t o a s l a t e gable roof w i t h i n t e r i o r chimneys. I t s f i v e - b a y facade 
i s centered on a w e l l - d e t a i l e d e n t r y w i t h s i d e l i g h t s and louvered fan f r o n t e d 
by an e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century gabled porch. A verandah w i t h turned posts was 
added t o the south e l e v a t i o n a t the t u r n of the century along w i t h scalloped 
shingles i n the gables. Windows con t a i n 6/6 sash at the f i r s t s t o r y and 1/1 
sash at the second. j 

When the school acquired the property, the house was expanded by a seven-bay • 
rear e l l w i t h center e n t r y . The s l i g h t l y l a t e r dormitory, which extends 
l a t e r a l l y from i t s northwest corner, i s a rambling, one-story s t r u c t u r e r i s i n g 
from a f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o a series of gable r o o f s . From the i n f o r m a t i o n 
contained i n Annual Reports, i t appears t h a t the dormitory provided sleeping 
accommodations f o r the boys w h i l e the o l d house contained rooms f o r d i n i n g , 
cooking, and common use, as w e l l as s t a f f sleeping quarters. This was 
probably one of the houses f i t t e d up i n 1900 t o house the advance p a r t y of 
boys from the main campus of the Fernald School i n Waltham. Mature elms and 
maples remain near the Waite House. 

#68: Sawmill (1925) . _ 
This is the only remaining active sawmill on the hospital/school campuses. It 
is a simple three-by-three-bay structure rising one story to an asphalt gable 
roof with exposed rafters. Double-leaf doors are located on the north gable 
end; windows contain fixed six-pane sash. Logs entered the building via a 
trestle on the west side. •• •• ,• . s v -.....<-••- -. 

#59: Powerhouse/Laundry (1900) 
This simple, one-story b u i l d i n g i s t y p i c a l of the support b u i l d i n g s c l u s t e r e d 
on the east side of the Farm Colony. I t i s sheathed w i t h clapboard and 
enclosed by an asphalt h i p roof w i t h exposed r a f t e r s . Windows c o n t a i n 6/6 or 

(continued) 
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2/2 sash. A rear e l l , which probably contained the powerhouse component, i s '" 
i n a s t a t e of co l l a p s e . , • ,-; • 

#70, 71, 73: Horse, Cow and Calf Barns (1900-1914) 
Three l a r g e barns were b u i l t on the west side of Rice Road soon a f t e r the 
school acquired the pr o p e r t y . The Cow Barn e x i s t s only as a foundation, l a t e r 
concrete wing, and adjacent s i l o . The other two are t y p i c a l wood-frame ., 
s t r u c t u r e s r i s i n g one s t o r y from f i e l d s t o n e foundations t o gable r o o f s . 

Narragansett Colony 

Narragansett Colony occupies the c r e s t of Church H i l l on Rice Road n o r t h of 
the Farm Colony. Magnificent, f a r - r e a c h i n g views t o the n o r t h include E l i o t 
Colony and Mount Monadnock. This unspoiled r u r a l viewshed i s important t o the 
campus i n t e g r i t y . Two p r e - e x i s t i n g Federal-period farmhouses (#33, 40), an 
e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century dormitory (#42), and a chapel/auditorium (#37) stand 
on the east side of Rice Road, w h i l e a group of recent ward and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
b u i l d i n g s dominate the west side (#25-32) . A sewage treatment p l a n t (#53), a 
l a r g e modern d a i r y barn (#44), and a mid-nineteenth century cemetery (#46) are 
lo c a t e d a t lower e l e v a t i o n s on the west and n o r t h sides of the colony. The 
colony i s surrounded by f i e l d s and apple orchards, w i t h wooded h i l l s beyond. 
A screen of spruce trees p r o t e c t s Hastings House (#33) from the f i e l d s t h a t 
extend southward t o the Farm Colony. Areas adjacent t o the b u i l d i n g s are 
g e n e r a l l y manicured w h i l e o u t l y i n g f i e l d s are maintained i n rough t u r f . The 
1960s USDA map shows croplands l i n i n g the road, extensive pasturelands fanning 
out from the d a i r y barn (#44), s c a t t e r e d hay f i e l d s and woodlots, and 
a d d i t i o n a l croplands along the unpaved p o r t i o n of Norcross Road. Narragansett 
i s the only colony t h a t has been s u b s t a n t i a l l y a f f e c t e d by new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

r- -'- - . ' •••--. 
#40: Narragansett House (ca. 1800) 
Narragansett i s another of the f i n e e x i s t i n g farmhouses acquired by the school 
and extended by dormitory wings. The o r i g i n a l house i s a five-by-three-bay '• ^ 
s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e foundation t o an asphalt 
gable r o o f w i t h i n t e r i o r end chimneys. I t s center e n t r y i s framed by 
s i d e l i g h t s , a louvered fan, and p i l a s t e r s headed by urns and a l i n t e l s h e l f . 
Windows c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. The house i s extended l a t e r a l l y by compatible wings 
d a t i n g t o ca. 1900 (#82) t h a t evidence a desire t o match the scale, m a t e r i a l s , 
and d e t a i l s of the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e . A small, one-story, four-by-four-bay 
wing i s attached t o the south e l e v a t i o n , w h i l e a much l a r g e r two-story wing 
extends t o the n o r t h . At the rear i s a rambling one-story dormitory r i s i n g 
from a f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o a series of low-pitched h i p r o o f s . A row of 
mature elms stands along Rice Road i n f r o n t of the house. 

#33: Hastings House (ca. 1790) ; •.;-
Hastings i s also a p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouse, acquired and expanded by the 
school. I t i s a four-by-three-bay three-quarter Cape w i t h i t s e n t r y i n the 
inner n o r t h bay. I t r i s e s 1 1/2 s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e foundation t o an 
asphalt gable r o o f w i t h center chimney. I n a manner t y p i c a l of the l o c a l 

J vernacular, the a t t i c s t o r y d i s p l a y s a s l i g h t hewn overhang. Windows c o n t a i n 
6/6 sash, and the e n t r y i s f r o n t e d by an e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century gabled hood. 
The re a r e l l r i s e s 1 1/2 s t o r i e s from a f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o a gable r o o f ; 
a glazed verandah extends along the south e l e v a t i o n . A screen of spruce trees 
on t h i s side separates the house from the f i e l d s t h a t extend southward t o the 
Farm Colony. ,, 

; . • f'-k \-
• (continued) 
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#42: Wards 1, 2, 3, 4 (1903/1953) 
Designed by W i l l i a m G. Preston, t h i s rambling, r u s t i c Craftsman-style 
s t r u c t u r e i s t y p i c a l of the e a r l y wards at Templeton. Located d i r e c t l y 
northeast of Narragansett House, i t consists of four c l e a r l y a r t i c u l a t e d but ''/••^ 
connected wards. I t i s clapboard-clad and r i s e s one s t o r y from a b r i c k , 
foundation t o asphalt h i p ro o f s w i t h exposed r a f t e r s and chimneys. Hooded ' „ 
e n t r i e s provide access t o the wards; windows are boarded. A concrete e l l was ;* 
added on the n o r t h side i n 1953 . 

.. "I : - •-• - - - ^ 
#37: Chapel/Recreation B u i l d i n g (1922) 
This ten-by-four-bay M i s s i o n - s t y l e s t r u c t u r e i s constructed of concrete and 
r i s e s one s t o r y t o an asphalt roof w i t h c l i p p e d gables and exposed r a f t e r s . 
Bays are d i v i d e d by buttresses and cont a i n windows w i t h new 1/1 sash a t the 
n o r t h end and 6/6 sash at the south end. En t r i e s l o c a t e d i n outer bays are 
f r o n t e d by shed roof porches w i t h b a t t e r e d p i e r s . 

#26-31: Lodges (1967) " " " " 
These i d e n t i c a l p a t i e n t d o r m i t o r i e s are s i t e d on a U-shaped d r i v e around 
Monadnock H a l l (#32), which serves as the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g . This 
c l u s t e r represents the only s u b s t a n t i a l new c o n s t r u c t i o n on the campus. B u i l t 
on a T-plan, the wards r i s e one s t o r y from f u l l y exposed basements t o 
low-pitched gable r o o f s . S t r i p s of windows are located d i r e c t l y beneath the 
roof and at the basement l e v e l . E n t r i e s are set i n gabled p a v i l i o n s on the * 
facades and side elevations. Most of the farmhouses and early twentieth ' • A 
century d o r m i t o r i e s were vacated when these b u i l d i n g s were completed. Some of .̂ 
the e a r l y d o r m i t o r i e s , a t the Farm and E l i o t Colonies, were demolished. 

#47: Horse Barn (1910) ' " ' ' 
Located behind the new d o r m i t o r i e s , the barn i s an eleven-by-five-bay concrete 
s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s 1 1/2 s t o r i e s t o a roof w i t h exposed r a f t e r s and c l i p p e d 
gables. The east facade i s centered on a large s l i d i n g door and a cross 
gable. Windows co n t a i n 6/6 sash. 

#46: Norcross H i l l Cemetery (ca. 1830) 
This small b u r y i n g ground contains e i g h t mid-nineteenth century graves of 
members of the Sawyer f a m i l y . Two stones are limestone, w h i l e the others are 
s l a t e w i t h w i l l o w designs. The cemetery i s located on a d i r t road n o r t h of 
the d a i r y barn and i s surrounded by a d r y - l a i d stone w a l l w i t h wooden gate. 

Eliot Colony y:^y-r -y -^-y i / ; , j,. , y:. '-y'-.'y r/'vi;. '"^'-. 

Eliot Colony is situated at the north end of the campus on the southern slope > ,S 
of Eliot Hill. Access is from Route 68/Royalston Road, which skirts the 
southern base of the hill. Like the other colonies, it consists of a 
pre-existing farmhouse (#1) accompanied by several barns (#2-5) and other 
outbuildings. The early twentieth century patient wards were demolished in 
the 1960s and remain only as foundations. The only modern structure is a ••-.• 
small gatehouse (#9) at the entrance. The colony i s approached by a paved ' : 
road w h i l e the b u i l d i n g s are connected by a l i m i t e d system of d i r t roads. The 
b u i l d i n g s are surrounded by apple orchards and f i e l d s whose outer edges are 
t y p i c a l l y d e f i n e d by wooded areas. Their s i t i n g o f f e r s extensive views t o the 
south. A screen of mature white pines separates the horse barn (#2) from the 
road. E l i o t serves as the center of the school's A g r i c u l t u r a l Program, which "•'' 
includes a l a r g e d a i r y i n g component. The 1960s USDA map shows a mix of crop 

(continued) 
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lands, h a y f i e l d s , and pasturage a t t h i s colony. • . . '  

#1: E l i o t House (ca. 1850?) 
E l i o t House has been subject t o many a l t e r a t i o n s , and i t s e v o l u t i o n i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o read. I t i s a large four-by-nine-bay clapboard-clad s t r u c t u r e > 
r i s i n g 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e block foundation t o a gable roof w i t h two -> 
chimneys r i s i n g through the r i d g e . I t appears t h a t the s l i g h t l y overhanging 
second s t o r y may have been added i n the mid-twentieth century. 

One e n t r y occupies the inner south bay of the east gable end where i t i s 
f r o n t e d by a verandah; a second e n t r y i s o f f center on the south facade. 
Windows c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. The house i s extended by a dormitory wing on the 
southwest; an outer wing was destroyed by f i r e and remains only as a 
foundation and chimney. 

#2-5: Horse, Lower, Upper and Dairy Barns (1903-1908) 
E l i o t Colony r e t a i n s one of the most picturesque barns at Templeton. I t i s 
the red clapboard-clad Upper Barn which r i s e s one s t o r y from a f i e l d s t o n e 
foundation t o a low-pitched gable roof w i t h a monitor at i t s r i d g e . Windows 
co n t a i n multi-pane sash. I t i s s i t e d adjacent t o the colony's s i l o . The 
other barns are s i m i l a r , but lack the monitor. They are a l l i n e x c e l l e n t ~ , 
c o n d i t i o n and are i n a c t i v e use f o r d a i r y and other purposes. 

Brook Colony 

Unlike the other colonies, Brook Colony i s located i n a lowland area on Barre 
Road, between Beaver Brook (S) and Old Colony Road (N). I t i s the smallest of 
the four c o l o n i e s , i s s i t e d at the lowest e l e v a t i o n , and was the l a s t t o be 
developed, i n 1904. I t consists of two d o r m i t o r i e s (#15, 16), a p r e - e x i s t i n g 
barn (#20), and several smaller o u t b u i l d i n g s , w i t h f i e l d s t o the n o r t h . On 
the o u t s k i r t s of the colony are two bridges (23, 24) and an unused pumphouse 
(#22). The 1960s USDA map shows mostly h a y f i e l d s i n the v i c i n i t y of t h i s 
colony and along Royalston Road, near the bridge. Several of the f i e l d s are 
set at higher e l e v a t i o n s w i t h i n the woodlands r a t h e r than d i r e c t l y along the 
main road; they are accessed by d i r t roads. ..; 

#15, #80: Brook House and Dormitory (1922/1904) ' ' 
Annual Reports s t a t e t h a t Brook House burned i n 1922. Given the presence of a 
nineteenth-century barn, the o r i g i n a l Brook House was probably a p r e - e x i s t i n g 
farmhouse. At any r a t e , i t d i f f e r s from the other house/dormitories i n i t s 
uniform, t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y c o n s t r u c t i o n date, although the dormitory i s 

• probably e a r l i e r . The main house i s a five-bay, stuccoed cottage t h a t r i s e s 1 
1/2 s t o r i e s t o a gable roof w i t h exposed r a f t e r s . The center e n t r y i s f r o n t e d 
by a porch w i t h b a t t e r e d p i e r s . The south dormitory wing i s a t y p i c a l l y 
rambling s h i n g l e d s t r u c t u r e , r i s i n g one s t o r y from a f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o 
gable r o o f s w i t h exposed r a f t e r s and end chimneys. Windows throughout c o n t a i n 
6/6 sash. . , , • i • t.^ % - ••-• -- V 

#16: Wards 1 and 2 (1907) 
The Brook Colony Ward i s t y p i c a l of those found elsewhere at the school and i s 
almost i d e n t i c a l t o the dormitory wing attached t o the main house. I t i s an 
L-plan s t r u c t u r e c o n s i s t i n g of two d o r m i t o r i e s connected by a common room. 
The gables c o n t a i n t r i a n g u l a r windows w i t h diamond-pane sash. E n t r i e s i n t o 
the three sections have t y p i c a l shed r o o f s . The b u i l d i n g i s vacant and >, 

(continued) ' 
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windows are boarded. • , • 

#23: Barre Road Bridge (ca. 1907) 
This picturesque bridge c o n s i s t s of d r y - l a i d f i e l d s t o n e s forming a r e c t a n g u l a r 
opening, an abutment, and p i e r s c a r r y i n g wooden r a i l s . 

A rchaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

While no p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are c u r r e n t l y recorded w i t h i n the boundaries of the 
Templeton Colony or i n the general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) , i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 
s i t e s are present. The p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the Colony i n c l u d e several 
l o c a t i o n s where w e l l - d r a i n e d l e v e l t o moderately s l o p i n g terraces abut 
wetlands i n c l u d i n g r i v e r s , ponds, brooks, and swamps. The major wetland 
components of t h i s system include Beaver Brook, Ot t e r River, Norcross H i l l 
Brook and Crow H i l l Brooks, a l l p a r t of the M i l l e r s River drainage, a major 
t r i b u t a r y stream of the Connecticut River. While s i t e d e n s i t i e s along 
i n t e r i o r p o r t i o n s of Connecticut River t r i b u t a r i e s are lower than those i n 
close p r o x i m i t y t o the main Connecticut River V a l l e y drainage, u n d e r r e p o r t i n g 
may c o n t r i b u t e f o r the lack of known s i t e s around wetland p e r i p h e r i e s i n the 
Templeton Colony l o c a l e . The above i n f o r m a t i o n combined w i t h the f a c t t h a t 
most of the l a r g e 2,600-acre Colony i s h i l l y woodlands and a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s 
i n d i c a t e s a p o t e n t i a l f o r the recovery of s i g n i f i c a n t p r e h i s t o r i c resources. 
P r e h i s t o r i c s e n s i t i v i t y i s higher around most of the Colony's perphery where 
wetlands are present and i n the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of the colony n o r t h of Church 
H i l l where Beaver Brook, Norcross H i l l Brook, Hamsel Pond, and unnamed 
wetlands create an environmentally diverse area c h a r a c t e r i z e d by many of the 
l o c a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s l i s t e d above (drainage, slope, p r o x i m i t y t o 
wetlands), which may be favorable f o r Native Americans, subsistence and 
settlement a c t i v i t i e s . .. . , : ̂, -ijf 

There i s also a high p o t e n t i a l f o r l o c a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains on the school property. S t r u c t u r a l remains may survive 
from farmhouses, barns, and o u t b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h the farmsteads t h a t 
e x i s t e d i n the area when the Colony was founded. Seven 18th and 19th century 
farmhouses and three barns were o r i g i n a l l y l o c a t e d along Rice Road, among 
which f i v e houses and three barns are s t i l l e x tant. Extant farm b u i l d i n g s 
t h a t predate the colony include Church House (1763, #77), Hasting House (ca. 
1790, #33), Narragansett House (ca. 1800, #40), Waite House (ca. 1800, #54), 
and E l i o t House (1850?, #1). The o r i g i n a l Brook House (19th century) burned 
i n 1922 . S t r u c t u r a l remains may survive from the Brook House as w e l l as the 
p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouse whose l o c a t i o n remains unknown a t t h i s time. That 
house may l i e near the Norcross H i l l Cemetery (183 0, #46) which contains 
members of the Sawyer f a m i l y . Because of the small s i z e of the Norcross H i l l 
Cemetery, some doubt e x i s t s as t o whether or not i t i s a f a c i l i t y f o r the 
Templeton Colony. As a r e s u l t , a second, unmarked cemetery may e x i s t w i t h i n 
the boundary of the Colony. S t r u c t u r a l remains may also s u r v i v e f o r farm-
r e l a t e d o u t b u i l d i n g s and barns associated w i t h each of the p r e - e x i s t i n g farms 
and l a t e r Colony operations. Only two barns pr e - d a t i n g the Colony are known, 
#20 (pre 1878) i n the Brook Colony and #56 (ca. 1800), the Waite Barn. Three 
la r g e barns (#70, 71, 73) were also b u i l t from 1900 t o 1914 when the school 
acquired the Colony prop e r t y . One barn, the cow barn, now e x i s t s o n l y as a 
foundation, probably w i t h associated archaeological f e a t u r e s . Occupational-
r e l a t e d features ( t r a s h p i t s , p r i v i e s , w e l l s ) and remnants of the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
landscape d a t i n g from the 18th through 19th c e n t u r i e s also l i k e l y s u r vive 

(continued) 
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w i t h i n the Templeton Colony. Occupational-related features associated w i t h 
each of the p r e - e x i s t i n g farmsteads and the school colonies probably s u r v i v e 

A around the e a r l y farmhouses, which were l a t e r expanded t o include wards 
p h y s i c a l l y connected or i n close p r o x i m i t y i n e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e s . 

• . . . (end) *.:,v̂  v' " " .. ; 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE '•"•^ Ay 

The Templeton Colony of 1899 possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
h i g h l y successful t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y i n n o v a t i o n of the n a t i o n a l l y renowned 
Massachusetts School f o r the Feeble-Minded (Fernald School, Waltham/Waverley: 
see form). Designed t o provide a u s e f u l and happy l i v i n g s i t u a t i o n f o r 
chronic a d u l t males t r a i n e d a t the main school, i t s programs were based 
p r i m a r i l y on c l o s e l y supervised exercise and farm work i n a h e a l t h y 
out-of-doors environment. I t s a g r i c u l t u r a l landscapes and o u t b u i l d i n g s are ' ;, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l preserved and extensive examples of t h e i r type w i t h i n the ' 
system. The colony i s also an important m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the h o s p i t a l and '•: 
school system's acceptance of c u s t o d i a l cases i n the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h century. •;!„ 
The success of the colony i s apparent i n the glowing r e p o r t s provided by 
Trustees and outside observers a l i k e throughout the f i r s t h a l f of the 
t w e n t i e t h century. I t c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s the development of the State H o s p i t a l 
and School System as described i n the overview and meets c r i t e r i a A and C of 
the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t on the l o c a l and 
s t a t e l e v e l s , w i t h a p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e extending from 1899 t o 1940. 

The Fernald School's Farm Colony at Templeton came i n t o being i n 1899 w i t h the 
purchase of 1,660 acres near the B a l d w i n v i l l e Railroad S t a t i o n , f o r j u s t under 
$20,000 (Wallace 1941: 54). Dr. Fernald and the Trustees f i r s t requested such 
a colony i n 1896 t o provide a u s e f u l and happy l i v i n g s i t u a t i o n f o r t r a i n e d 
a d u l t males w i t h no prospect of an outside l i v i n g s i t u a t i o n . At the time, 
they described the o r i g i n s and purpose of the colony thus: 

...the experience of the E p i l e p t i c Colony at B i e l e f e l d i n Germany and the 
proposed p l a n f o r the Craig Colony f o r e p i l e p t i c s i n New York, are 
suggestive of the l i n e s t o f o l l o w i n making l i k e p r o v i s i o n f o r the 
feeble-minded i n t h i s s t a t e A large t r a c t of land, t o be secured i f 
p o s s i b l e i n a sparsely s e t t l e d p a r t of the s t a t e , no matter how rough and 
stoney, -- the boys could c l e a r i t up -- a good water supply, b u i l d i n g 
stone, g r a v e l , c l a y , e t c . , are necessary. 100 boys should be 
accommodated a t l e a s t , and l a t e r other groups, independent of each other, 
of l i k e number, could be a s s i m i l a t e d under a general 
superintendent l e t our purchase be wilderness. What i s wanted i s a 
place f o r work. When we take i t , l e t there be no t r a c e of c u l t i v a t i o n . 
The desert s h a l l r e j o i c e and bloom l i k e a rose. Another f i f t y years or 
more s h a l l pass, and a f a i r domain, w i t h i t s shapely w a l l s , f i n e roads, 

• • green f i e l d s , gardens and orchards, -- the product of the t o i l of these 
V, - u n f o r t u n a t e boys and men, -- w i l l be one of the g l o r i e s of the 

Commonwealth (Wallace 1941: 51). 

I n a d d i t i o n t o l o o k i n g at the models of Germany and New York, Fernald and the 
Trustees must s u r e l y have been i n f l u e n c e d by examples c l o s e r t o home, such as 
the Massachusetts School f o r the Feeble-Minded's o r i g i n a l farm colony at 

(continued) 
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Dover, which had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1881 and sol d i n 1888 t o help finance 
development of the Waltham campus. 

The new s i t e was described as a t e r r i t o r y three miles long by one m i l e wide, 
c o n t a i n i n g seventeen parcels of land, and encompassing three h i l l s r i s i n g over 
1,200 f e e t . I t included 150 acres of e x c e l l e n t farmland, four orchards 
producing 1,200 b a r r e l s of apples i n 1898, and productive woodland, as w e l l as 
seven e x i s t i n g farmhouses, and three barns, a l l i n good c o n d i t i o n (Wallace 
1941: 54-55). The f i r s t improvements made t o the s i t e w i t h a $50,000 .; 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n from the L e g i s l a t u r e were r e p a i r s t o four of the farmhouses, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of two wood-frame d o r m i t o r i e s t o house 25 boys each, 
establishment of a laundry, and d i g g i n g of four w e l l s . W i l l i a m G. Preston, 
who was responsible f o r most of the e a r l y b u i l d i n g s a t the parent school, was 
a r c h i t e c t of the new b u i l d i n g s a t Templeton. Stone f o r b u i l d i n g foundations 
was taken from o l d f i e l d w a l l s , and lumber was sawn on the s i t e . On May 24, 
1900, twenty-nine of the most i n d u s t r i o u s boys from Waltham were t r a n s f e r r e d 
w i t h an a d d i t i o n a l eighteen soon t h e r e a f t e r (Wallace 1941: 56). This model of 
an advance team from an e x i s t i n g school t o prepare the s i t e f o r general 
occupancy was e s t a b l i s h e d when the Fernald School (see form) moved from South 
Boston t o Waltham i n the 1880s. I t was l a t e r followed when the Wrentham 
School (see form) was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1907, and when Belchertown (see form) was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1922. 

During the f i r s t year, the boys dug c e l l a r s and trenches, hauled sand and 
stone, s p l i t wood, and r a i s e d a t o t a l of 1,000 boxes of st r a w b e r r i e s , 400 
bushels of potatoes, and 500 b a r r e l s of apples t h a t were shipped t o Waltham. 
I t was re p o r t e d t h a t the boys enjoyed the r e l a t i v e freedom of Templeton, and 
t h a t t r a i n i n g i n outdoor tasks helped t o d i s c i p l i n e them f o r t h e i r r e g u l a r 
schoolwork (Wallace 1941: 56). These a c t i v i t i e s continued i n 1901, when two 
miles of road were b u i l t and ten acres of rough woodland were cleare d f o r 
fairming. F i f t y - s i x cows were present by then, and three carloads of apples 
along w i t h several hundred bushels of potatoes were sent t o Waltham (Wallace ' " • 
1941: 60) . 

W i t h i n two years, the Templeton Farm had a p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n of 99, l i v i n g i n '• 
three c o l o n i e s : Farm, Narragansett, and E l i o t . By 1904, 200 acres had been 
cleared f o r a f o u r t h colony: Brook. That year, the Annual Report described 
the farm school thus: - ? 

Templeton, w i t h i t s three colonies, has proved t o be the i d e a l s o l u t i o n 
f o r the care of young male ad u l t s and adolescents, who have had previous 
t r a i n i n g a t Waverley. Each colony has 50 boys under the care of a matron 
and a farm foreman. For the u l t i m a t e supervision, the school i s v i s i t e d 
weekly by the Superintendent, or by some member of the Medical s t a f f . 
The work of the boys consists of t h a t of a farmer's boy, and under the • 
c a r e f u l s u p e r v i s i o n and t r a i n i n g by p a i d employees t h e i r days are spent 

,̂ i n ploughing, p l a n t i n g , hoeing, harvesting, c u t t i n g weed, p u l l i n g stumps, 
b u i l d i n g roads, e t c . Without c a r e f u l supervision, however, t h e i r work 
would be p r a c t i c a l l y useless (Wallace 1941: 62) . 

An excerpt from an August 27, 1903 a r t i c l e i n the Boston T r a n s c r i p t , describes 
the i n t e n t of the farm more f u l l y : 

I t i s curious t o note how the school idea of Dr. Samuel G. Howe has 
developed i n t o t h i s colony plan of Dr. Fernald's. Dr. Howe achieved 
triumph f o r the feeble-minded as i n d i v i d u a l s . Dr. Fernald has seized 

(continued) 
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upon t h e i r r e l a t i o n t o the community, and has demonstrated t h a t 
d e p r i v a t i o n of l i b e r t y need not lessen enjoyment of l i f e . . . . He has thus 
rendered a great service t o the s t a t e , which thus leads t o the Colony 
p l a n f o r the feeble-minded. 

During t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d , Templeton developed an i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n as 
w e l l . I n 1905, the B r i t i s h Royal Commission on the Care and Control of the 
Feeble-Minded provided the f o l l o w i n g glowing r e p o r t on Massachusetts 
f a c i l i t i e s , showing p a r t i c u l a r admiration f o r the Templeton Colony: 

This i s a most i n t e r e s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n , embodying i n i t s e l f the whole 
h i s t o r y of American methods of dealing w i t h the feeble-minded from i t s 
e a r l i e s t beginnings i n the t r a i n i n g school f o r the i d i o t t o i t s l a t e s t 
development, --the colony (Templeton) f o r the permanent c u s t o d i a l care 
and employment of d e f e c t i v e s u n f i t f o r f r e e l i f e . I t s superintendent i s 
Dr. W. E. Fernald, who i s not only one of the greatest a u t h o r i t i e s i n the 
United States of America on the medical aspect of the care of mental 
d e f e c t i v e s , but i s an i n s t i t u t i o n a l manager of great energy, enthusiasm, 
resource, and cap a c i t y (Annual Report, 1905).- - . . 

During the next few years, great progress continued t o be made, f u r t h e r 
r e a l i z i n g Dr. Fernald's dream of c u l t i v a t i n g the wilderness. I n 1904, f i f t y 
acres were put under c u l t i v a t i o n , w i t h an a d d i t i o n a l twenty sown f o r fodder. 
Another twenty acres produced 2,000 bushels of potatoes along w i t h 400 b a r r e l s 
of apples (Wallace 1941: 62-63). S i m i l a r progress was re p o r t e d i n 1906 when 
seventeen acres of woodland were cleared, f o r t y - s i x acres were p l a n t e d w i t h 
corn f o r fodder, and the farm produced 3,700 bushels of potatoes, fo u r t e e n 
tons of squash, and enough other vegetables t o f i l l eleven carloads f o r 
shipment t o Waltham. The boys were described as "contented, happy, and have 
developed s e l f - r e s p e c t " (Wallace 1941: 67). •.•-•-. „ .•; 

By 1910, the p o p u l a t i o n a t Templeton had r i s e n t o 240 "sturdy, h e a l t h y boys" 
whose l i f e was described thus: 

The boys take great d e l i g h t i n ha r v e s t i n g the crops, and shipping them t o 
Waverley, knowing t h a t the f i r s t snow and c o l d weather w i l l b r i n g the red 
and green caps, warm mittens and socks, which the g i r l s (at Waverley) 
have made through the year. This i s a great s t r i d e ahead of the 
he l p l e s s , h e a r t l e s s existence of the feeble-minded before the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts assumed the task of making b r i g h t e r the 
paths of d e f e c t i v e c h i l d r e n , and at the same time r e l i e v i n g the p u b l i c of 
the dangers of t h e i r being at large and so propagating and i n c r e a s i n g the 

1 number of feeble-minded persons (Wallace 1941: 75-76). 

Not o n l y d i d the Colony provide a happy, u s e f u l l i f e f o r i t s p a t i e n t s i n 
the eyes of i t s c r e a t o r s , but i t was also n e a r l y s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t , 

; supplying i t s own p o p u l a t i o n and t h a t of the main school w i t h f r e s h 
., produce. I n 1917, f o r example, i t s farm products were valued a t $67,286 

'-''"'.'"y -A (Wallace 1941: 93). ...^y"" ....... y .^.^.y-. _•,.•., 

The acreage and a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i v i t y of Templeton continued t o grow i n 
the pre-World War I I p e r i o d . I n 1912, the campus was expanded w i t h 64 
a d d i t i o n a l acres bought a t $10 per acre w i t h p r i v a t e funds (Wallace 1941: 81). 
By 1915 there were 118 acres under c u l t i v a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g 18 acres of 

orchards and other f r u i t , w i t h s i x orchards y i e l d i n g 900 b a r r e l s of apples. 
One thousand cords of wood were cut annually from several hundred acres of 

(continued) 
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f o r e s t , and several thousand white pine had been r e c e n t l y p l a n t e d (Wallace 
1941: 86). The f o l l o w i n g year, an a d d i t i o n a l 20,000 white pine were p l a n t e d 
(Wallace 1941: 92). Three t r a c t s of land, encompassing 83 acres, were 
purchased i n 1929 f o r $2,550 (Wallace 1941: 127). By 1931 farm products were 
valued a t $98,209, i n c l u d i n g 142,208 f e e t of lumber and 2,492 b a r r e l s of 
apples (Wallace 1941: 134). 

B u i l d i n g improvements continued as w e l l . An o n - s i t e f r e i g h t s t a t i o n was 
erected i n 1912 t o obviate the s i x - m i l e t r i p t o B a l d w i n v i l l e (Wallace 1941: 
81). I n 1922, Brook House was destroyed by f i r e , but a new r e c r e a t i o n 
building/assembly h a l l was erected by the s t a f f and p a t i e n t s f o r $5,000 
(Wallace 1941: 107). Two years l a t e r , a v i s i t i n g Senate Committee c a l l e d the 
use of kerosene lamps at the colony " c r i m i n a l , " and recommended the immediate 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of e l e c t r i c i t y (S. 211 1924: 4 ) . I n 1934 an a p p r o p r i a t i o n was 
requested t o secure water from Queen Lake i n B a l d w i n v i l l e , and an i c e pond, 
named Lake Hansel i n honor of Wellington Hansel, the Farm Superintendent, was 
created (Wallace 1941: 144). I n 1938 Templeton was f i n a l l y brought i n t o the 
modern age w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new water and sewerage system t o replace 
w e l l s , and an e l e c t r i c power p l a n t began t o supply l i g h t and steam heat, 
r e p l a c i n g kerosene lamps, f i r e s , and stoves (Wallace 1941: 159, 162). 

The Governor & Council Report of 1945 considered Templeton, along w i t h i t s 
parent i n s t i t u t i o n the Fernald School, t o be outstanding i n t h e i r work among 
c h i l d r e n . I t was noted t h a t the Templeton farm was s t a f f e d w i t h 30 p a i d 
employees and 250 p a t i e n t s , and t h a t i t produced abundant food f o r i t s own 
uses and f o r Fernald. There were 300 acres under c u l t i v a t i o n , 15 m i l k i n g cows 
w i t h 12 0 head of young c a t t l e being r a i s e d t o supplement the herd, a small 
piggery, and no p o u l t r y . 

A b r i e f i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y notes t h a t the Templeton Colony achieved n a t i o n a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n f o r i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l production between the 1930s and the 1960s. 
I t r a i s e d the l a r g e s t oxen i n the world i n 1959, and by 1960 was second i n the 
United States i n m i l k production. During t h i s p e r i o d the r e s i d e n t i a l 
p o p u l a t i o n peaked at 370 w i t h a s t a f f of 94. I n 1967 a new sewerage system 
was i n s t a l l e d , and several new d o r m i t o r i e s were added t o Narragansett Colony. 

Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e 1̂ 1, : i; J*' 

Since p a t t e r n s of p r e h i s t o r i c occupation i n Templeton and P h i l l i p s t o n are 
p o o r l y understood, any s u r v i v i n g s i t e s would be s i g n i f i c a n t . P r e h i s t o r i c 
s i t e s i n these areas can be important i n p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on 
u p l a n d / i n t e r i o r s i t e s i n general and the r o l e s i t e s along t r i b u t a r y streams of 
the Connecticut River played i n the l o c a l / r e g i o n a l Native subsistence and 
settlement systems. P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area can be p a r t of a l a r g e , 
p o s s i b l y seasonal settlement network based along the Connecticut River or p a r t 
of a s p e c i a l i z e d adaptation t o l o c a l environments i n the uplands. Many 
cu r r e n t t h e o r i e s i n d i c a t e p r e h i s t o r i c s o c i o / p o l i t i c a l / e c o n o m i c boundaries are 
based along r i v e r i n e basins. Although s i t e s i n t h i s area are u l t i m a t e l y p a r t 
of the Connecticut River drainage, the area i s also i n close p r o x i m i t y t o 
drainage areas t h a t are p a r t of the Merrimack River drainage. P r e h i s t o r i c 
s i t e s i n t h i s area may enable a t e s t of t h e o r i e s r e l a t i n g t o r i v e r i n e ': 
adaptations and the importance of s i t e s and settlement/subsistence p a t t e r n s 
t h a t are i n g e o g r a p h i c a l l y close but d i f f e r e n t drainages, r a t h e r than i n the 
same drainage. 

(continued) 
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H i s t o r i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains i n the Templeton Colony have the p o t e n t i a l f o r 
p r o v i d i n g d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic p a t t e r n s 
t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d l i f e on 18th and 19th century r u r a l farmsteads i n western 
Massachusetts and l a t e r l a t e 19th and 20th century i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d care f o r 
the chronic feeble minded. S t r u c t u r a l remains of p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouses, 
o u t b u i l d i n g s and barns can help r e c o n s t r u c t farmsteads and the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
landscape t h a t e x i s t e d p r i o r t o the s t a r t of the Colony. Occupational-related 
features associated w i t h each farmstead can also provide d e t a i l e d i n s i g h t s 
i n t o the l i v e s of i n h a b i t a n t s of the farms as w e l l as the methods, types, and 
importance of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e s used on each farm. This i n f o r m a t i o n can 
be used t o evaluate the r e l a t i o n s h i p s of r u r a l farmsteads t o l o c a l and 
r e g i o n a l markets i n the area. Since farm colonies were e s t a b l i s h e d on 
p r e - e x i s t i n g farms, a continued use of the same o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features 
i s l i k e l y , a t l e a s t d u r i n g the s t a r t of the Colony. Continued use of the same 
occ u p a t i o n - r e l a t e d features may enable a d e t a i l e d study of the changes t h a t 
took place i n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e i n the area as they changed from p r i v a t e 
t o i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d use of farms. Occupational-related features can provide 
a d e t a i l e d view of the extent each colony provided a happy, u s e f u l l i f e f o r 
i t s p a t i e n t s as was envisioned by i t s c r e a t o r s . Analysis of these features 
can also i n d i c a t e t o what extent the colony was s e l f s u f f i c i e n t as reported. 

'•-.•y y •. ..'A. '• (end) • ,"t,iv . '̂ 
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Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n ... '. v 

The nomination i s confined t o the present campus boundaries which were 
achieved d u r i n g the p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . The o r i g i n a l 1,600 acres were 
increased t o the present 2,600 acres i n the 1910s and 1920s. 
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TEMPLETON FARM COLONY 
TEMPLETON, & PHILLIPSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP # BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

ELIOT COLONY 
1 E l i o t House ca. 1850 
2 Horse Barn 1908 
3 Upper Barn • 1903 
4 Lower Barn 1906 " 
5 Carriage Shed/Dairy 1908 
6 Ice House 1908 
7 Wards 1, 2 (foundation) ca. 1900 
8 Wards 3, 4 (foundation) ca. 1900 
9 Gatehouse ca. 1980 
10 Storage Shed/Cottage ca. 1908 
11 Tool Shed ca. 1908 
12 S i l o ca. 1930 
13 Well ca. 1900 
14 Well > ca. 1900 

Vernacular 
U t i l i t a r i a n 
U t i l i t a r i a n 
U t i l i t a r i a n 
U t i l i t a r i a n 
U t i l i t a r i a n 

U t i l i t a r i a n 
Craftsman 
U t i l i t a r i a n 
U t i l i t a r i a n 
n/a 
n/a 

W i l l i a m G. 
Wi l l i a m G. 

Preston 
Preston 

C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
NC 
C 
C 
c 
c 
c 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
St 
St 
B 
B 
B 
St 
St 
St 

BROOK COLONY 
f y 15 Brook House 1922 Craftsman 

80 Brook House Wards 1907 Craftsman 
f.-; • 16 Wards 1, 2 1907 Craftsman 
y 17 Ice House 1907 U t i l i t a r i a n 

18 Shed "- .y ca. 1907 U t i l i t a r i a n 
19 Well ••••y- 'y. ca. 1907 n/a 
20 Barn - - •' _ - r. pre-1898 U t i l i t a r i a n 
21 Tool Shed ' 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n 
22 Pump House ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n 
23 Barre Rd. Bridge ca. 1907 n/a 
24 Royalston Rd Bridge ca. 1960 n/a 

W i l l i a m G. Preston 
W i l l i a m G. Preston 

(poor) 

(poor) 

C 
C 
C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
NC 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
St 
B 
B 
B 
St 
St 

NARRAGANSETT COLONY 
25 Program B u i l d i n g , ," ca. 1980 Modern 
26 Beech Lodge 1967 Modern 
27 Cedar Lodge 1967 Modern 
28 Maple Lodge 1967 Modern 
29 Oak Lodge , ;•: 1967 Modern 
30 Pine Lodge 1967 Modern 
31 Spruce Lodge 1967 Modern 
32 Monadnock H a l l 1967 Modern 
33 Hastings House ca. 1790 Federal cottage 
34 2-car garage ca. 1935 Craftsman 
35 Well ca. 1900 n/a 
36 Pump House ca. 1985 Modern 
81 Greenhouse ca. 1985 Modern 
37 Chapel/Auditorium 1922 Mission 

NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
C 
C 
C 
NC 
NC 
C 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
St 
B 
B 
B 
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TEMPLETON FARM COLONY 
TEMPLETON, & PHILLIPSTON, MASSACHUSETTS -. 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP # BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOXTRCE 

38 Hot Dog Stand ca. 1960 n/a NC B 
39 Well ca. 1900 n/a -^A '•: C St 
40 Narragansett House ca. 1790 Federal C B 
82 Narragansett Hse Wards ca. 1900 Craftsman '•' W i l l i a m G. Preston C B :• 
41 Tool shed/sand 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
42 Wards 1, 2, 3, 4 1903/1953 Craftsman W i l l i a m G. Preston C B 
43 Ice House ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
44 Dairy Barn '•. 1954 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
45 S i l o 1950 U t i l i t a r i a n 

, ' •' '•• * 
NC St 

46 Norcross H i l l Cemetery ca. 1830 n/a C Si 
47 Horse Barn 1910 U t i l i t a r i a n ' '.y. ' - ••" C B 
48 Tool Shed ca. 1920 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
49 Well ca. 1900 n/a C St 
50 Pool P a v i l i o n / - 1983 Modern . NC St 
51 Pool Shed ' .1 1883 Modern ' NC B 
52 Pool 1983 n/a NC S t ->y < 

53 Sewage Treatment . 1967 U t i l i t a r i a n ' NC St : > 

FARM COLONY - yAy. '. ; 
54 Waite House ca. 1800 Federal f C B 
55 Wards 3, 4 ca. 1900 Craftsman - ; W i l l i a m G. Preston c B 
56 Waite Barn ca. 1800 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
57 Ward 5/Paint Shop ca. 1920 Craftsman c B • •^•' 
58 Garage/Shop 1923 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
59 Laundry/Power Hse. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
60 Garage ca. 1940s U t i l i t a r i a n .' •: ' f ' - NC B 
61 Farm House Cottage ca. 1900 Gable-end Vernacular V " r • • C B 
62 Cannery/Fire Sta. 1919 U t i l i t a r i a n -• • .y ' • ' .-• C B 
63 Ice House 1941 U t i l i t a r i a n 

> :̂ - •' 
NC B 

64 Coal Shed/Sand ca. 1940s U t i l i t a r i a n •:' NC B 
65 Storage Barn 1902 U t i l i t a r i a n ',' -V.- •. C B 
66 Carpenter/Blacksmith ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n C B , •.-
67 Lumber Shed 1920 U t i l i t a r i a n A " ' • c B , 
68 Saw M i l l 1925 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
69 Scale House ca. 1940s U t i l i t a r i a n ' 

.•>'''_ '• ,. ̂  
NC B J 

70 Horse Barn 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
71 Cow Barn ca. 1900 F o u n d a t i o n / U t i l i t a r i a n 

• , •• 
C B 

72 S i l o 1941 U t i l i t a r i a n NC St 
73 Calf Barn/Bull Pen 1914 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
74 O f f i c e / O t i s H a l l 1914 Craftsman 

' . . " ' . '.. ̂• 
C B 

75 Tool Shed 1910 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
76 Wagon Shed ca. 1980 U t i l i t a r i a n S' .'' \ •• ' , NC B 
77 Church House 1763 Georgian c B * ' 
78 Church House Wards ca. 1900 Craftsman W i l l i a m G. Preston c B 
79 Wards 3, 4 (foundation) ca. 1900 Wi l l i a m G. Preston c St 
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TEMPLETON FARM COLONY 
TEMPLETON, & PHILLIPSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP # BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

GENERAL LANDSCAPE 
83 Pasture/Crop land 

. Pine Grove 
n/a 
n/a 

c 
c 

Si 
Si 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 59 Co n t r i b u t i n g ; 25 Noncontributing 

45 C o n t r i b u t i n g Buildings 
3 C o n t r i b u t i n g Sites 

11 C o n t r i b u t i n g Structures 

19 Noncontributing B u i l d i n g s 
6 Noncontributing Structures 

\f r:^.y. 

if 

-ry 
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Massachusetts Hospital & School System 
/ Templeton Colony E l i o t Colony 
/-Ey^Gp^dny 
Source: Dept. 
1960s _ 
Scale: unknown 

fpt . of Mental Health 



N Mass. Hospital & School S^ten^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Templeton Colony • . 
Brook Colony \ 
I Source: Dept. of Mental HeHl 
1960s ^ 
Scale: unknovm 

TOOL " 
SHED 



Mass. Hospital & School System 
Templeton Colony 
Farm Colony 
Source: Dept. Mental Health 
1960s 
Scale: unknown 

VM5D "? 

-S-~A.~. uia 



ass. Hospital & School S^yi|t^. 
empleton Colony 
arragansett Colony 
ource: Dept. Mental Healtlf 
960s 
cale: unknown 

D5 1,2,-^/4 

MOUSE ' -. 

u ' A \ ^ { ' <520UP 



• ( , UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
• • \, *̂  : NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

, \- NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
' EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION , •y,-

PROPERTY Templeton Farm Colony 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Massachusetts State Hospitals And State Schools MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/09/93 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/21/93 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/06/94 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/23/94 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

» -.. -i" - y ^ :-y y • • 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 93001485 ... p 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 
.-fa' 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N . -

\/ACCEPT RETURN REJECT I / Z / , DA-̂ IE^ 
ered i n the 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: National Register 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVI EWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

... .. '• - .y. '^^y-^^.- . ' .k^l<:u. . :A .:. y-. •„ ... - • - . . . / : . A . . M ^ y - : h . . . . ... y . . - . •. • y V''..s:\.,;9:i'.:.-Sa',. 



CLASSIFICATION 
i- J-

•.' •• \'.A. 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 
., ? 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph y-! " r' -
completeness "••y.y'^^ -i^-yy 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
rela t i n g significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage 
UTMs _ 

.verbal boundary description 

.boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

•A-

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

Sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS " 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 

. "f^A • • 
'" .')'%''''y'y 

i. 

* A' ^. 

-.. '̂  .^.i' 

•: ' ' <r'X v.. . .1.4 

,; y ' , f - -y '-r** 








































































































































