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1. Name of Property

Tenpl eton Col ony of the Massachusetts School for t he Feebl e-M nded
historic name.

Other names/site number. Tenpl eton Farm Col ony (preferred)

2. Location

Street & number 126 Royalston Road _N£”not for publication
city or town Templeton, Phillipston vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester ocode o077 Zp CUZEOJASG

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this O nomination

» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
13 meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

Q nationally \~ statewide @ locally. ( Q See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sgralijre of eertifying officl/Mitte Judith Bi/McDonoughDate Executive DDirector
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (G See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying officiaimtle Date

State or Federal agency £uid bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that the property is:

"Bantered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
n determined not eligible for the
National Register.
D removed from the National
Register.

n other, (explain:)

rr_/\__ Koo Ila

Signature ofthe Keeper Sjj*lg-te]:An'n et



Templeton Farm Colony
Name d Prapaty ~

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

e private * building(s)
¢ public-local o E district
a public-State e site
¢ public-Federal e structure
* object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Massachusetts State Hospitals and State
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Health Care: Hospital
Agriculture; storage, field, animal
facility, outbuilding
Education; school
Gawvprnmenr:  hngpi tal
Landscape; forest, unoccupied,
nat ("al feature, conservation area

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Early Republ ir/Ferleral
Late 19th & Early 20th Anerican/Craftsman

nrhpr/Tlri lirarian

Narrative Description

Schools

Worcester County, MA
Canty and Sate

Number of Resources witliin Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
45 19 buildings
3 sites
11 6 structures
objects
59 25 Tota

Numl}er of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Health Care; hospital
Agriculture: storage, field, animal
facility, outbuilding

Education; school

Government; hospital

Landscape; forest, unoccupied, natural
feature, conservation area

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation fieldstone, concerete
walls wood/ shingle, clapboard
brick
roof _ stnne/slate; wood/shingle;—asphalt
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Tenpl et on Farm Col ony
Name of Property

8. statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark

"x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.)

Ci A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history. " '

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack ¢
individual distinction.

e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark

"x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

e A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location. ,

e C a birthplace or grave.

(X D a cemetery.

« E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ F a commemorative property.

« G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Ma\or Bibliographical References
Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form onone or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Worcester County, MA
Couty and Sate

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

HEALTHYMED A NE

SOCTAT. H STARY
ARCH TECTURE

AR QLTURE

Period of Significance
1899-1940

Significant Dates

1899 - founding

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
WIlliam G Preston

Primary location of additional data:

IE State Historic Preservation Office
e Other State agency
e Federal agency
e Local government
e University
e Other
Nare o repogtary:

M assachusetts Historical Commission



Templeton Farm Colony Worcester County, MA

Nare o Popaty County ad Sate
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2,600 acres

UTW References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) i-

1118l 1113i6ll4d ki7llizb i60 I 3iljSj |7|13|5|5001 4722M P
Zoe Esding Northing Zone Easting Northing

211i8l 1713i43i4d 14712133 4d 4 11jSj |713|6|3]14|0| 14,7123 || 6P
518 738180 4719420 + See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description 6 18 737980 4717600

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle. Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, National
Regi ster Director, M{C
organi zation Massachusetts Historical Comn ssion date Septenber, 1993
Sreet & nunber 80 Boyl ston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
t
city or town Boston dgae MA Nip code 02116-4802

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

ofir -t e
Representative black and white photographs of the property. .

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
Street & number. telephone.

city or town State. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonmatlon is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or stny aspect
of this form tothe Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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DESCRI PTI ON . ,

Location/ Setting: The Tenpleton Colony of the Fernald State School occupies
2,600 acres of hilly woodl ands andagricultural fields that spill over into
nei ghboring Phillipston (W. State Route 2 i slocatedtothe south with State

Route 202/ King Philips Trail providing access from that direction, while State
Rout e 68/ Royal ston Road approaches the campus from the north andeast. The

e« tracks of the Boston & Maine Railroad run just north of the campusi n
Royal ston. The rural character of the surrounding area i s establishedby t he
Templ eton State Forest (SE), Otter River State Forest (NE) anda State
Wi ldlife Managenent Area (NW. Wen purchased i n 1899, the Col ony consisted
of 1,660 acres centered on the spine of three hills: Eliot, Church, and
Norcross. Eliot, which is the highest, was naned i n honor of Sanuel Eliot,
who had been a nenber of the Fernald School's Board of Trustees since its -
inception i n 1848 andi t spresident for the last 21 years. Several hundred
additional acres were added t othe canmpus i n the 1910sand 1920s.

Wat erways i nthe area include Beaver Brook t othe west of the ridge and .
Norcross Hill andCrow Hill Brooks t othe east. There are magnificent views

of Mount Mnadnock t othe north from several points on the canpus, especially

the Narragansett Colony. The other important viewshed i s southward fromt he

Eliot Colony toward Narragansett.

Landscape: The rural agricultural landscape is exceptionally well preserved
at Templeton andclearly reveals the way i nwhich i twas shaped by the school
in the first half of the twentieth century. As described in annual reports
and summarized i n the significance section of this nomnation form theschool
devel oped around the nuclei of existing farmsteads. During the early decades,
these nuclei were expanded as | arge anounts of |and were cleared for pasture
and crops, extensive apple orchards cultivated, andthousands of white pines
planted. The school's clearing activities appear t ohave resulted inpiles of
stones i nthe fields rather than i n traditional stone walls.

An i mportant mid-twentieth century map prepared by the U S Department of
Agriculture remains toillustrate the pattern of fields andwoodl ands before ‘s
active agriculture began t obe phased out i n the 1970s. That pattern survives
remarkably intact today (see base map and specific discussions of each

colony). I nformationon the types and amounts of crops grown i s summarizedi n
the significance section of this nom nation. I ngeneral, thefields linethe
roads, providing open vistas. An exception is the | owland at the center of

the canpus which is domnated by a substantial grove of white pines (#84) . .
The fields are maintained in rough turf or actively planted with fodder for

the large dairy herds at the Narragansett andEliot Colonies (#83) . Their

outer edges ar edefined by woodl ands that have begun t oencroach i n the last.
ten totwenty years, with sone young hardwood growth apparent along the edges.
Areas i mmediately surrounding buildings display well-tended apple orchards,

mat ure maples andelnms i nfront of t hefarmhouses, and spruce or pine planted

as wind screens . . > F o
Buildings: Wen the Conmonwealth of Massachusetts took possession of t he , *
land, i tincluded seven farmhouses and three barns centered on Rice Road, o

which runs along the spine of the hills, bisecting the canmpus from north
south. Barre Road runs from Royalston Road at the northwest corner of t

(continued) ,
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canpus to Norcross Hill Road on the eastern edge; it is unpaved east of its

intersection with Rice Road.
During the first tw decades of the twentieth century, the existing farmsteads
became the core of four distinct and in some cases widely separated colonies,
which functioned independently, but were administratively combined under one

¢+ superintendent. Fromnorth to south these are the Eliot, Brook, Narragansett,

and Farm Col onies; al |l but Brook Colony occupy hilltop or hillside sites.

The colonies were initially developed by making additions to the existing
farmhouses and barns, then constructing patient dormitories, outbuildings, and
other structures as needed. W Illiam G Preston, who designed nost of the
early buildings at the Fernald School, was the architect. The additions
conpl ement the materials, scale, roof type, and fenestration of the old
farmhouses, while the small-scale rustic design of the Craftsman dormitories
blend with both the landscape and existing buildings. Most of the
pre-existing farmhouses, outbuildings, and early dormitories remain today.
Only Narragansett Colony has been disturbed by substantial new construction.
Several of the farmhouses, especially the Church House (#77; 1763), are
exceptional examples of their type and are anong the finest accjuired by the
Commonweal th as part of the hospital and school system

Integrity: The clustered devel opment pattern, with self-sufficient building
groups surrounded by agricultural fields and woodlands, is an important aspect
of the campus integrity that remains nearly intact. It reflects early hilltop

. settlement patterns as well as the influence of the school in the early

twentieth century. Scenic views from the many hilltop buildings to other
points on campus and areas beyond remain rural and undisturbed. The maj or
changes on the canpus have resulted from construction of modern dormitories
and concentration of patient care at the Narragansett Colony in the late
1960s. Losses that have occurred as a result include the demolition of the
early dormitories at the Farmand Eliot Colonies. The remaining dormitories
and pre-existing farmhouses are generally vacant and deteriorating.
Representative buildings are described below

Far m Col ony ,

The Farm Col ony straddles Rice Road north of the main entrance from State
Rout e 202. 't includes a collectionof pre-existing farmhouses, interspersed
with early twentieth century dormitories, barns, and other support buildings
erected by the school. A small wagon shed (#76) is the only post-World Wr | |
building. This cluster of buildings is surrounded by fields and apple
orchards with wooded hills beyond. The 1960s USDA mp shows improved pasture
land on the west side of Rice Road around the barns (#71-74); crop land behind
it (W and to the north; hay fields on the east side of the road; and

woodl ands behind the saw mill (#68). This |landscape remains intact today.

#17: Church Farmhouse (1763) ' - A

This is the most architecturally distinguished building at the Templeton
Colony and is certainlyone of the finest houses inheritedby the Commonwealth
in itsacquisitionof land for State Hospitals and Schools. In plan and
elevation, i tis a standard two-story, five-by-three bay, center entry house
with granite block foundation and a large central chimney rising through a
slate gable roof. It is distinguished by itselaborate exterior details,

.''(continued)
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which have been preserved intact, despite |ack of maintanence. These include -
heavy corner quoins, a dentilated cornice, graduated clapboards, and cavetto '
mol ded caps over first-story windows with 12/12 sash. The focal point of the >
facade (E) i stheentry with itsrusticated surround and fluted pilasters
carrying a triangular pedi ment embellished with dentils and modillions. The
original door displays eight raised field panels. A secondary entry with
somewhat simpler rusticated surround and pediment i slocated on the south
elevation. The interior i ssurprisingly simple, lacking the high-style
ornamentation of the exterior.

As i sthecase with theother farmhouses at Templeton, this one was extended
by compatibly designed patient wards (#78) at theturn of thecentury. I n
this case, 1 1/2-story wings added t ot hesouth and west elevations continue
clapboard siding, gable roof, and multi-pane sash of theoriginal dwelling.
They rest on fieldstone foundations. The long, eleven-bay south wing displays
a center entry. The entire building i si npoor condition, having been vacant
for at least tenyears; wi ndows are boarded, and peeling white paint reveals
red beneath. The early twentieth century wards, which stood immediately to
the northwest (#79), were taken down ca. 1967 when t he new wards att he
Narragansett Colony were opened.

#54: Waite House (ca. 1800)

As a pre-existing farmhouse with a rear dormitory attached ca. 1900, Waite
House typifies therustic architecture of theTempleton Colony. The ol d
clapboard-clad Federal -period farmhouse rises 2 1/2 stories froma granite
foundation toa slate gable roof with interior chimeys. Itsfive-bay facade
is centered on a well-detailed entry with sidelights and |ouvered fan fronted
by an early twentieth century gabled porch. A verandah with turned posts was
added t ot hesouth elevation at theturn of thecentury along with scalloped
shingles i nthegables. Wndows contain 6/6 sash at thefirst story and 1/1
sash at t he second. j

he house was expanded by a seven-bay

Wien t he school acquired theproperty
y later dormitory, which extends

, t

rear el lwith center entry. The slightl

laterally from it snorthwest corner, i sa rambling, one-story structure rising
from a fieldstone foundationtoa series of gable roofs. Fromthe information
contained i nAnnual Reports, i tappears that thedormtory provided sleeping
accommdations for theboys while theold house contained roons for dining,
cooking, and common use, as well as staff sleeping quarters. This was

probably one of thehouses fitted up i n1900 t o house t he advance party of

boys from t hemain canpus of t he Fernald School i nWaltham Mature elms and
mapl es remain near theWite House.

#68: Sawmi Il (1925) . _
This is the only remaining active sawrill on the hospital/school canpuses. It
is a sinple three-by-three-bay structure rising one story to an asphalt gable
roof with exposed rafters. Doubl e-leaf doors are |ocated on the north gable
end; windows contain fixed six-pane sash. Logs entered the building via a
trestle on the west side. X oo o Y ERC IR

#59: Power house/ Laundry (1900)

This simple, one-story building i stypical of thesupport buildings clustered
on theeast side of theFarm Colony. |t i ssheathed with clapboard and
enclosed by an asphalt hi proof with exposed rafters. Wndows contain 6/6 or

(continued)
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2/ 2 sash. Afrealrlel |, which probably contained t he powerhouse conponent, i s
in a state of collapse. , MR

#70, 71, 73: Horse, Cow and Calf Barns (1900-1914)

Three large barns were built on thewest side of Rice Road soon after the
school acquired theproperty. The Cow Barn exists only as a foundation, later
concrete wing, and adjacent silo. The other two aretypical wood-frame .,
structures rising one story from fieldstone foundations t o gable roofs.

Narragansett Col ony

Narragansett Colony occupies thecrest of Church Hill on Rice Road north of

the Farm Colony. Magnificent, far-reachingviews tothenorth include Eliot
Col ony and Mount Monadnock. This unspoiled rural viewshed i simportant tothe
canpus integrity. Tw pre-existing Federal-period farmhouses (#33, 40), an
early twentieth century dormitory (#42), and a chapel/auditorium (#37) stand
on theeast side of Rice Road, while a group of recent ward and administrative
buildings domnate thewest side (#25-32). A sewage treatment plant (#53), a
| arge nodern dairy barn (#44), and a m d-nineteenth century cemetery (#46) are
located at lower elevations on thewest and north sides of thecolony. The
colony i ssurrounded by fields and apple orchards, with wooded hills beyond.
A screen of spruce trees protects Hastings House (#33) from thefields that
extend southward t othe Farm Colony. Areas adjacent tothebuildings are
generally manicured while outlying fields aremaintained i nrough turf. The
1960s WSDA nap shows croplands lining theroad, extensive pasturelands fanning
out from thedairy barn (#44), scattered hay fields and woodl ots, and
additional croplands along theunpaved portion of Norcross Road. Narragansett
is theonly colony that has been substantially affected by new construction.

r' - - .' (AL

#40: Narragansett House (ca. 1800)
Narragansett i sanother of thefine existing farmhouses acquired by the school

and extended by dormitory wings. The original house i sa five-by-three-bay o A
structure that rises 2 1/2 stories from a granite foundation t o an asphalt
gable roof with interior end chimeys. Itscenter entry i s framed by

sidelights, a louvered fan, and pilasters headed by urns and a lintel shelf.
W ndows contain 6/6 sash. The house i s extended laterally by compatible wings
dating toca. 1900 (#82) that evidence a desire tomatch the scale, materials,
and details of theoriginal structure. A small, one-story, four-by-four-bay
wing i sattached tothesouth elevation, while a nmuch larger two-story wing
extends tothenorth. At therear i sa rambling one-story dormitory rising
froma fieldstone foundation toa series of low-pitched hi proofs. A rowof
mature elms stands along Rice Road i nfront of the house.

#33: Hastings House (ca. 1790) ; ;
Hastings i salso a pre-existing farmhouse, acquired and expanded byt he
school. 1 tisa four-by-three-bay three-quarter Cape with itsentry in the
inner north bay. | trises 1 1/2 stories froma granite foundation t o an
asphalt gable roof with center chimey. | na mnner typical of the local

J vernacular, theattic story displays a slight hewn overhang. Wndows contain
6/6 sash, and theentry i sfronted by an early twentieth century gabled hood.
The rear el I rises 1 1/2 stories froma fieldstone foundation toa gable roof;
a glazed verandah extends along the south elevation. A screen of spruce trees
on this side separates thehouse from thefields that extend southward tothe
Farm Col ony. y

; . . -k \-
. (continued)
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#42. Wards 1, 2, 3, 4 (1903/1953)

Designed by William G Preston, this rambling, rustic Craftsman-style

structure i stypical of theearly wards at Templeton. Located directly

northeast of Narragansett House, i t consists of four clearly articulated but  "fee
connected wards. |t i sclapboard-clad and rises one story froma brick ,
foundation t oasphalt hi proofs with exposed rafters and chimeys. Hooded ' B
entries provide access tothewards; wi ndows are boarded. A concrete el |l was ;¥
added on thenorth side i n1953.

e e S

#37: Chapel / Recreation Building (1922)

This ten-by-four-bay Mission-style structure i sconstructed of concrete and
rises one story toan asphalt roof with clipped gables and exposed rafters.
Bays aredivided by buttresses and contain wi ndows with new 1/1 sash atthe
north end and 6/6 sash at thesouth end. Entries located i nouter bays are
fronted by shed roof porches with battered piers.

#26-31: Lodges (1967) oo " "
These identical patient dormitories aresited on a U-shaped drive around

Monadnock Hall (#32), which serves as theAdministration Building. This

cluster represents theonly substantial new construction on t he canmpus. Built

on a T-plan, thewards rise one story from fully exposed basements to

low-pitched gable roofs. Strips of windows arelocated directly beneaththe

roof and at t he basement level. Entries areset i ngabled pavilions on the *
facades and side elevations. Mst of the farnmhouses and early twentieth e A
century dormitories were vacated when these buildings were completed. Sone of N
the early dormitories, at theFarmand Eliot Colonies, were demolished.

#47: Horse Barn (1910) ' R

Located behind t henew dormitories, thebarn i san eleven-by-five-bay concrete
structure that rises 1 1/2 stories toa roof with exposed rafters and clipped
gables. The east facade i scentered on a large sliding door and a cross
gable. Wndows contain 6/6 sash.

#46: Norcross Hill Cemetery (ca. 1830)

This small burying ground contains eight mid-nineteenth century graves of
menbers of t he Sawyer family. Two stones arelimestone, while theothers are
slate with willow designs. The cemetery i slocated on a dirt road north of
the dairy barn and i ssurrounded by a dry-laid stone wall with wooden gate.

Eli ot Col ony yy-roy Ay / ; A RV -y-ly r/'vi;.
Eliot Colony is situated at the north end of the canpus on the southern slope >,S
of Eliot HII. Access is fromRoute 68/ Royal ston Road, which skirts the

sout hern base of the hill. Like the other colonies, it consists of a

pre-existing farnmhouse (#1) acconpanied by several barns (#2-5) and ot her
outbuildings. The early twentieth century patient wards were denolished in

the 1960s and remain only as foundations. The only nodern structure is a oo
smal | gatehouse (#9) at theentrance. The colony i sapproached by a paved '
road while thebuildings areconnected by a limted system of dirt roads. The
buildings are surrounded by apple orchards and fields whose outer edges are
typically defined by wooded areas. Their siting offers extensive views to the

sout h. A screen of mature white pines separates thehorse barn (#2) fromthe
road. Eliot serves as thecenter of theschool's Agricultural Program which o'
includes a large dairying component. The 1960s USDA map shows a m x of crop

(continued)
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 ands, hayfields, and pasturage at this colony.

#1: Eliot House (ca. 18507?)
Eliot House has been subject to many alterations, and itsevolution is

difficult toread. I tisa large four-by-nine-bay clapboard-clad structure >
rising 2 1/2 stories froma granite block foundation to a gable roof with two >
chimeys rising through the ridge. |t appears that the slightly overhanging

second story my have been added in the md-twentieth century.

e entry occupies the inner south bay of the east gable end where i tis
fronted by a verandah; a second entry is off center on the south facade.

W ndows contain 6/6 sash. The house i s extended by a dormtory wing on the
sout hwest; an outer wing was destroyed by fire and remains only as a
foundation and chi mey.

#2-5: Horse, Lower, Upper and Dairy Barns (1903-1908)

Eliot Colony retains one of the most picturesque barns at Templeton. | tis

the red clapboard-clad Upper Barn which rises one story froma fieldstone
foundation to a low-pitched gable roof with a monitor at itsridge. Wndows
contain multi-pane sash. I tis sited adjacent to the colony's silo. The

other barns are similar, but lack the monitor. They are al | in excellent ~
condition and are in active use for dairy and other purposes.

Br ook Col ony

Unlike the other colonies, Brook Colony is locatedina |low and area on Barre

Road, between Beaver Brook (S) and Od Colony Road (N). | tis the smallest of
the four colonies, is sited at the |owest elevation, and was the last to be
devel oped, i n 1904. | t consists of two dormitories (#15, 16), a pre-existing
barn (#20), and several smaller outbuildings, with fields to the north. O

the outskirts of the colony are two bridges (23, 24) and an unused punphouse
(#22). The 1960s USDA map shows mostly hayfields inthe vicinity of this

colony and along Royalston Road, near the bridge. Several of the fields are
set at higher elevationswithin the woodl ands rather than directly along the

main road; they are accessed by dirt roads. -
#15, #80: Brook House and Dormitory (1922/1904) v
Annual Reports state that Brook House burned i n 1922. G ven the presence of a
nineteenth-century barn, the original Brook House was probably a pre-existing
farmhouse. At any rate, i tdiffers fromthe other house/dormtories inits
uniform twentieth-centuryconstructiondate, although the dormitoryis

probably earlier. The main house is a five-bay, stuccoed cottage that rises 1

12 stories to a gable roof with exposed rafters. The center entry is fronted
by a porch with batteredpiers. The south dormtory wing is a typically
rambling shingled structure, rising one story froma fieldstone foundation to
gable roofs with exposed rafters and end chimeys. Wndows throughout contain
6/6 sash. . , , o i ettt % - LAY

#16: Wards 1 and 2 (1907)

The Brook Colony Ward is typical of those found elsewhere at the school and is

al most identical to the dorm tory wing attached to the main house. |t is an
L-plan structure consisting of two dormitoriesconnected by a common room

The gables contain triangular wi ndows with dianmond-pane sash. Entries into

the three sections have typical shed roofs. The building is vacant and >

(continued)
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wi ndows are boarded. . y o

#23: Barre Road Bridge (ca. 1907)

This picturesque bridge consists of dry-laid fieldstones formng a rectangular
opening, an abutment, and piers carrying wooden rails.

Archaeol ogical Description

While no prehistoric sites are currentlyrecorded within the boundaries of the
Templ et on Col ony or in the general area (within one mile), i tis possible that
sites are present. The physical characteristicsof the Colony include several
locations where well-drained level to moderately sloping terraces abut
wetlands including rivers, ponds, brooks, and swanps. The major wetland
conponents of this system include Beaver Brook, Otter River, Norcross Hill
Brook and Crow Hill Brooks, al | part of the Millers River drainage, a major
tributary stream of the Connecticut River. Wiile site densities along
interior portions of Connecticut River tributaries are |ower than those in
close proximty to the main Connecticut River Valley drainage, underreporting
my contribute for the lack of known sites around wetland peripheries in the
Templ et on Col ony locale. The above information combined with the fact that
most of the large 2,600-acre Colony is hilly woodl ands and agricultural fields
indicates a potential for the recovery of significant prehistoric resources.
Prehistoric sensitivity is higher around nost of the Colony's perphery where
wet | ands are present and in the central portion of the colony north of Church
Hi Il where Beaver Brook, Norcross Hill Brook, Hamsel Pond, and unnamed
wet |l ands create an environmentally diverse area characterized by many of the
locational characteristicslisted above (drainage, slope, proximity to
wet | ands), which my be favorable for Native Americans, subsistence and
settlement activities. . oy N

There is also a high potential for locatingsignificant historic
archaeological remains on the school property. Structural remains my survive
from farmhouses, barns, and outbuildings associated with the farmsteads that
existed in the area when the Colony was founded. Seven 18th and 19th century
farmhouses and three barns were originally located along Rice Road, anong
which five houses and three barns are still extant. Extant farm buildings
that predate the colony include Church House (1763, #77), Hasting House (ca.
1790, #33), Narragansett House (ca. 1800, #40), Waite House (ca. 1800, #54),
and Eliot House (18507, #1). The original Brook House (19th century) burned

in 1922 . Structural remains my survive from the Brook House as well as the
pre-existing farmhouse whose locationremains unknown at this time. That
house my | i enear the Norcross Hill Cemetery (1830, #46) which contains

menbers of the Sawyer family. Because of the small size of the Norcross Hill
Cemetery, sone doubt exists as to whether or not i tis a facility for the
Templ eton Colony. As a result, a second, unmarked cemetery my exist within
the boundary of the Colony. Structural remains my also survive for farm
related outbuildings and barns associated with each of the pre-existing farnms
and later Colony operations. Only two barns pre-dating the Col ony are known,
#20 (pre 1878) i n the Brook Colony and #56 (ca. 1800), the Waite Barn. Three
| arge barns (#70, 71, 73) were also built from 1900 to 1914 when the school
acquired the Col ony property. One barn, the cow barn, now exists only as a
foundation, probably with associated archaeological features. Occupational -
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) and remants of the agricultural
| andscape dating from the 18th through 19th centuries also likely survive

(continued)
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within theTempleton Colony. Occupational-related features associated with
each of thepre-existingfarmsteads and t heschool colonies probably survive
around theearly farmhouses, which were later expanded toinclude wards
physically connected or i nclose proximty i nearlier structures.

. . : (end) Nyt .

H STORI CAL S| GNI FI CANCE v Ay

The Templ eton Col ony of 1899 possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. |t i ssignificant as a
highly successful turn-of-the-centuryinnovation of thenationally renowned
Massachusetts School for the Feeble-M nded (Fernald School, Waltham Waverl ey:

see form . Designed toprovide a useful and happy living situationf or

chronic adult males trained at themain school, 1tsprograms were based
primarily on closely supervised exercise and farm work i na healthy

out-of-doors environment. Itsagricultural landscapes and outbuildings are -
particularly well preserved and extensive exanples of their type within the '
system  The colony i salso an important manifestation of thehospital and ‘!
school system s acceptance of custodial cases i nthelate nineteenth century. sl
The success of thecolony i sapparent i ntheglowing reports provided by
Trustees and outside observers alike throughout thefirst half ofthe

twentieth century. It clearly reflects thedevelopment of the State Hospital

and School System as described i ntheoverview and meets criteria A and C of

the National Register of Historic Places. I t i ssignificant on thelocal and

state levels, with a period of significanceextending from 1899 t 01940.

The Fernald School's Farm Colony at Tenpleton came into being i n1899 witht he
purchase of 1,660 acres near theBaldwinvilleRailroad Station, for just under
$20,000 (Wallace 1941: 54). Dr. Fernald and t he Trustees first requested such
a colony i n1896 t oprovide a useful and happy living situation for trained
adult males with no prospect of an outside living situation. At thetinme,
they described theorigins and purpose of thecolony thus:

...the experience of thekEpileptic Colony at Bielefeld i nGermany andt he

proposed plan for theCraig Colony for epileptics i nNew York, are

suggestive of thelines tofollow i nmaking like provisionforthe

feeble-mnded i nthis state A large tract of land, t obe secured i f
possible i na sparsely settled part of thestate, no matter how rough and
stoney, -- theboys could clear i tup -- a good water supply, building

stone, gravel, clay, etc., arenecessary. 100 boys should be
acconmmmodat ed at least, and later other groups, independent of each other,

of like number, could be assimilated under a general

superintendent | et our purchase be wilderness. \What i swanted i sa

place for work. Wen we take it, et there be no trace of cultivation.

The desert shall rejoice and bloom like a rose. Another fifty years or

nore shall pass, and a fair domain, with itsshapely walls, fine roads,
e green fields, gardens and orchards, -- theproduct of thetoil of these

unfortunate boys and nen, -- will be one of theglories ofthe

Commonweal th (Wallace 1941: 51).

In addition tolooking at thenodels of Germany and New York, Fernald andt he
Trustees nust surely have been influenced by exanples closer t o hone, such as
the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Mnded' s original farm colony at

(continued)
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Dover, which had been establishedi n1881 and sold i n1888 tohelp finance
devel opment of t he Waltham canpus.

The new site was described as a territory three mles long by one mi|le wide,
containing seventeen parcels of land, and enconpassing three hills rising over

1,200 feet. I t included 150 acres of excellent farm and, four orchards
producing 1,200 barrels of apples i n1898, and productive woodl and, as well as
seven existing farmhouses, and three barns, al |l i ngood condition (Wallace

1941: 54-55). The first inprovements nade tothesite with a $50,000
appropriation fromthelegislature were repairs to four of the farmhouses,
construction of two wood-frame dormitories tohouse 25 boys each,

establishment of a laundry, and digging of four wells. WIlliam G Preston,
who was responsible for most of theearly buildings at theparent school, was
architect of thenew buildings at Templeton. Stone for building foundations

was taken from ol dfield walls, and lumber was sawn on thesite. O My 24,
1900, twenty-nine of thenost industrious boys from Waltham were transferred
with an additional eighteen soon thereafter (Wallace 1941: 56). This nmodel of
an advance team from an existing school toprepare thesite for general
occupancy was establishedwhen t he Fernald School (seeform moved from South
Boston toWalthami nthe 1880s. | twas later followed when t he Wentham
School (seeform was establishedi n1907, and when Bel chertown (seeform was
established i n 1922.

During thefirst year, theboys dug cellars and trenches, hauled sand and
stone, split wood, and raised a total of 1,000 boxes of strawberries, 400
bushels of potatoes, and 500 barrels of apples that were shipped t o Waltham
It was reported that theboys enjoyed therelative freedom of Templeton, and
that training i noutdoor tasks helped todiscipline them for their regular
school work (Wallace 1941: 56). These activities continued i n1901, when two
m|es of road were built and tenacres of rough woodl and were cleared for
fairmng. Fifty-six cows were present by then, and three carloads of apples

along with several hundred bushels of potatoes were sent t o Wltham (Wallace e
1941: 60) .
Wthin two years, theTempleton Farmhad a patient populationof 99, living in ‘e

three colonies: Farm Narragansett, and Eliot. By 1904, 200 acres had been

cleared for a fourth colony: Brook. That year, theAnnual Report described

the farm school thus: -
Templ eton, with itsthree colonies, has proved tobe theideal solution
for thecare of young male adults and adol escents, who have had previous
training at Waverley. Each colony has 50 boys under thecare of a matron
and a farm foreman. For theultimate supervision, theschool i svisited
weekly by t he Superintendent, or by sonme nenber of t he Medical staff.
The work of theboys consists of that of a farmer's boy, and under the -«
careful supervisionand training by paid enployees their days are spent

A i nploughing, planting, hoeing, harvesting, cutting weed, pulling stunps,

building roads, etc. Wthout careful supervision, however, their work
would be practically useless (Wallace 1941: 62).

An excerpt from an August 27, 1903 article i ntheBoston Transcript, describes
the intent of thefarmnore fully:
It i scurious tonote how t heschool idea of Dr. Sanuel G Howe has
developed into this colony plan of Dr. Fernald's. Dr. Howe achieved
triumph for the feeble-mnded as individuals. Dr. Fernald has seized

(continued)
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upon their relation tothecommunity, and has demonstrated that
deprivation of liberty need not lessen enjoyment of life.... He has thus
rendered a great service tothestate, which thus leads tothe Colony
plan for the feeble-mnded.

During this early period, Templeton developed an international reputation as

well . | n 1905, theBritish Royal Conm ssion on the Care and Control ofthe
Feebl e- M nded provided thefollowing glowi ng report on Massachusetts
facilities, showing particular admirationfor theTempleton Colony:

This i sa most interesting institution, embodying i nitself thewhole
history of American methods of dealing with the feeble-mnded fromits
earliest beginnings i nthetraining school for theidiot toits/latest
devel opment, --the colony (Templeton) for t hepermanent custodial care
and enpl oyment of defectives unfit for free life. |tssuperintendenti s
Dr. W E Fernald, who i snot only one of thegreatest authorities i n the
United States of America on t hemedical aspect of thecare of mental
defectives, but i san institutional manager of great energy, enthusiasm,
resource, and capacity (Annual Report, 1905).- - .

During thenext fewyears, great progress continued t o be made, further
realizing Dr. Fernald's dream of cultivating thewilderness. |1 n1904, fifty
acres were put under cultivation, with an additional twenty sown for fodder.
Anot her twenty acres produced 2,000 bushels of potatoes along with 400 barrels
of apples (Wallace 1941: 62-63). Similar progress was reported i n 1906 when
seventeen acres of woodl and were cleared, forty-six acres were planted with
corn for fodder, and t he farm produced 3,700 bushels of potatoes, fourteen
tons of squash, and enough other vegetables tofill eleven carloadsfor
shipment t oWl tham The boys were described as "contented, happy, and have
devel oped self-respect" (Wallace 1941: 67). - ;

By 1910, t hepopulationat Templeton had risen t o 240 "sturdy, healthy boys"

whose |ife was described thus:
The boys take great delight i nharvesting thecrops, and shipping themto
Waverley, knowing that thefirst snow and cold weather will bring the red
and green caps, warmmittens and socks, which thegirls (at Waverley)
have made through theyear. This i sa great stride ahead ofthe

hel pless, heartless existence of the feeble-m nded beforethe

Commonweal th of Massachusetts assumed thetask of making brighter the

paths of defective children, and at thesane time relieving thepublic of

the dangers of their being at large and so propagating and increasingthe
1 number of feeble-m nded persons (Wallace 1941: 75-76).

Not only did t heColony provide a happy, useful life for itspatientsi n
the eyes of itscreators, but i twas also nearly self-sufficient,
; supplying it sow populationand that of themain school with fresh
y produce. | n1917, for exanple, itsfarmproducts were valued at $67, 286
Lty -A (WAl lace 1941: 93). SNy yARY- e

The acreage and agricultural productivity of Templeton continued t ogrowi n

the pre-World Var | | period. | n 1912, t he canpus was expanded with 64
additional acres bought at $10 per acre with private funds (Wallace 1941: 81).
By 1915 there were 118 acres under cultivation, including 18 acres of

orchards and other fruit, with six orchards yielding 900 barrels of apples.

e thousand cords of wood were cut annually from several hundred acres of

(continued)
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forest, and several thousand white pine had been recently planted (Wallace
1941: 86). The following year, an additional 20,000 white pine were planted
(Wal lace 1941: 92). Three tracts of land, encompassing 83 acres, were
purchased in 1929 for $2,550 (Wallace 1941: 127). By 1931 farm products were
valued at $98,209, including 142,208 feet of lumber and 2,492 barrels of
apples (Wallace 1941: 134).

Building improvements continued as well. An on-site freight station was
erected in 1912 to obviate the six-mile trip to Baldwinville (Wallace 1941:
81). I n 1922, Brook House was destroyed by fire, but a new recreation

building/assembly hall was erected by the staff and patients for $5,000

(Wal lace 1941: 107). Two vyears later, a visiting Senate Comm ttee called the
use of kerosene lanps at the colony "crimnal," and recommended the immediate
installation of electricity (S 211 1924: 4). In 1934 an appropriation was
requested to secure water from Queen Lake i n Baldwinville, and an ice pond,
naned Lake Hansel i n honor of Wellington Hansel, the Farm Superintendent, was
created (Wallace 1941: 144). | n 1938 Templeton was finally brought into the
modern age with constructionof a new water and sewerage systemto replace
wells, and an electric power plant began to supply light and steam heat,
replacing kerosene lanmps, fires, and stoves (Wallace 1941. 159, 162).

The Governor & Council Report of 1945 considered Templeton, along withits
parent institution the Fernald School, to be outstanding i n their work anong
children. I t was noted that the Templeton farmwas staffed with 30 paid

empl oyees and 250 patients, and that i tproduced abundant food for its own
uses and for Fernald. There were 300 acres under cultivation, 15 milking cows
with 120 head of young cattle being raised to supplement the herd, a small
piggery, and no poultry.

A brief internal history notes that the Templeton Colony achieved national
recognition for itsagricultural production between the 1930s and the 1960s.

I't raised the largest oxen in the world in 1959, and by 1960 was second in the
United States inmilk production. During this period the residential

popul ation peaked at 370 with a staff of 94. I n 1967 a new sewerage system
was installed, and several new dormitorieswere added to Narragansett Col ony.

Archaeol ogical Significance m, i, ¥
Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i n Templeton and Phillipston are
poorly understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric

sites in these areas can be important in providing information on
upland/interior sites ingeneral and the role sites along tributary streams of
the Connecticut River played inthe local/regional Native subsistence and
settlement systems. Prehistoric sites inthis area can be part of a large,
possibly seasonal settlement network based along the Connecticut River or part
of a specialized adaptation to local environments in the uplands. Many
current theories indicate prehistoric socio/political/economi ¢ boundaries are
based along riverine basins. Although sites inthis area are ultimately part
of the Connecticut River drainage, the area is also inclose proximty to
drainage areas that are part of the Merrimack River drainage. Prehistoric
sites inthis area my enable a test of theoriesrelating to riverine
adaptations and the importance of sites and settlement/subsistence patterns
that are in geographicallyclose but different drainages, rather than in the
same drainage.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB  ApprovalNo.
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior A
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Tenmpl et on Far m Col ony
8 9 5 1 Tengpl eton & Phillipston (Wrcester County)

Section number Page Massachusetts

Historic archaeological remains i ntheTempleton Colony have t hepotential for
providing detailed information on thesocial, cultural, and economc patterns
that characterized life on 18thand 19t hcentury rural farmsteads i nwestern
Massachusetts and later late 19t hand 20th century institutionalized carefor
the chronic feeble m nded. Structural remains of pre-existing farmhouses,
outbuildings and barns can help reconstruct farmsteads and the agricultural

| andscape that existed prior tothestart of the Colony. Occupational -rel ated
features associated with each farmstead can also provide detailed insights
into thelives of inhabitants of thefarm as well as themethods, types, and
i mportance of agricultural practices used on each farm This information can
be used t oevaluate therelationships of rural farmsteads tolocal and
regional markets i nthearea. Since farmcolonies were established on
pre-existing farms, a continued use of t he sane occupational-related features
is likely, at least during thestart of theColony. Continued use of the sane
occupation-related features may enable a detailed study of t he changes that
took place i nagricultural practice i nthearea as they changed from private
to institutionalized use of farms. Occupational-related features can provide
a detailed view of theextent each colony provided a happy, useful lifefor
its patients as was envisioned by its creators. Analysis of these features
can also indicate t owhat extent thecolony was self sufficient as reported.

sy y+.A. ¢ (end) o tiv
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The nomination i sconfinedtothepresent canpus boundaries which were
achieved during theperiod of significance. The original 1,600 acres were
increased tothepresent 2,600 acres i nthe 1910s and 1920s.

(end) -

1/\

*
. my ir-in

]LAAYAL Ak L]



MNP # BU LDl NG NAME

ELI OT GCLAONY

1 Eliot House

2 Hor se Barn

3 Upper Barn .
4 Lower Barn

5 Carriage Shed/Dairy
6 | ce House

7 Wards 1, 2 (foundation)
8 Wards 3, 4 (foundation)
9 Gat ehouse

10 St orage Shed/ Cottage
11 Tool Shed

12 Silo

13 Wel |

14 Wel | >

BROOK CLANY

15 Brook House

80 Brook House Wards

16 Wards 1, 2

17 Ice House

18 ShFF " y
19 \AE o000\ /- '
20 Bar n . y ¥r,
21 Tool Shed v
22 Punp House

23 Barre Rd. Bridge

24 Royal ston Rd Bridge
NARRAGANSETT CCLONY

25 Program Building , "
26 Beech Lodge

27 Cedar Lodge

28 Mapl e Lodge

29 Gek Lodge e
30 Pine Lodge

31 Spruce Lodge

32 Monadnock Hal

33 Hastings House

34 2-car garage

35 Wel |

36 Punp House

81 Greenhouse

37 Chapel / Audi torium

TEMPLETON FARM GCLONY

TEMPLETON, & PHI LLI PSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

1922
1907
1907
1907
ca. 1907
ca. 1907
pre-1898
1900
ca. 1930
ca. 1907
ca. 1960

DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

STYLE ARCHI TECT/ DESI GNER

Ver nacul ar

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

Preston
Preston
Utilitarian

Craftsman

Utilitarian

Utilitarian

n/ a

n/ a

Craftsman
Craftsman
Craftsman
Utilitarian
Utilitarian
n/ a
Utilitarian
Utilitarian
Utilitarian
n/ a

n/ a

Preston
Preston

(poor)

(poor)

Moder n
Moder n
Moder n
Moder n
Moder n
Moder n
Moder n
Moder n
Federal cottage
Craftsman
n/ a
Moder n
Moder n

M ssion

Page 1 of 3
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50000000(‘)0(‘) OOOOO%OOOOOOOO

6600066666666

U000 W) U 0 00 0 0 0 0D

©WYWWW YW moEm N YWY

— —

WWWWWWOoWmmWmom



MAP # BU LDI NG NAME

38 Hot Dog Stand

39 Vel

40 Narragansett House
82 Narragansett Hse Wards
41 Tool shed/sand

42 Wards 1, 2, 3, 4

43 [ce House

44 Dairy Barn ‘e

45 Silo

46 Norcross Hill Cemetery
47 Horse Barn

48 Tool Shed

49 Vel

50 Pool Pavilion /-
51 Pool Shed "l
52 Pool

53 Sewage Treatment .
FARM COLONY - YyAy.
54 Waite House

55 Wards 3, 4

56 Waite Barn

57 Ward 5/ Paint Shop

58 Gar age/ Shop

59 Laundry/ Power Hse.
60 Gar age

61 Farm House Cottage
62 Cannery/Fire St a.

63 [ce House

64 Coal Shed/ Sand

65 Storage Barn

66 Carpenter/Blacksmith
67 Lunber Shed

68 Saw Mi ||

69 Scal e House

70 Horse Barn

71 Gow Barn

72 Silo

73 Calf Barn/Bull Pen
74 Office/Otis Hall

75 Tool Shed

76 Wagon Shed

77 Church House

78 Church House Wards
79 Wards 3, 4 (foundation)

DATE

ca. 1960
ca. 1900
ca. 1790
ca. 1900
1930
1903/ 1953
ca. 1930
1954
1950
ca. 1830
1910
ca. 1920
ca. 1900
1983
1883
1983
1967

ca. 1800
ca. 1900
ca. 1800
ca. 1920
1923
1900
ca. 1940s
ca. 1900
1919
1941
ca. 1940s
1902
ca. 1930
1920
1925
ca. 1940s

TEMPLETON FARM GOLONY

TEMPLETQN, & PHILLI PSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

STYLE

n/ a

n/ a

Feder al
Craf t sman
Utilitarian
Craftsmn
Utilitarian
Utilitarian
Utilitarian
n/ a
Utilitarian
Utilitarian
n/ a

>
;

ARCHI TECT/ DESI GNER
NC B
AA e C St
’ C B
‘o' William G Preston C B o
C B
William G Preston C B
C B
NC B
NC St
C Si
1 1 1 o' C I B

St

Modern . St
Modern NC B
n/ a A’ NC St
Utilitarian ! NC St
Feder al f C B
Craftsman ; Wlliam G Preston C B
Utilitarian C B
Craftsmn C B
Utilitarian C B
Utilitarian C B
Utilitarian sep NC B
Gabl e-end Vernacul ar V"'res C B
Utilitarian . ey e - C B
Utilitarian NC B
UtH|tar|an o' NC B
tilitarian ! C B
tilitarian C B
tilitarian C B
tilitarian C B
UtH|tar|an ! NC B
Utilitarian E] [ 3]
Foundation/Utilitarian . B
Utilitarian NC St
Utilitarian - II ..C B
Craft sman C B
Utilitarian | ’ l""lC B
Utilitarian St e ' NC B
Geor gi an n [ c B
Craftsman Wlliam G Preston C B
Wlliam G Preston C St

Page 2 of 3
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TEMPLETON FARM CCLONY
TEMPLETQN, & PHI LLI PSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

MAP # BUI LDI NG NAME DATE STYLE ARCHI TECT/ DESI GNER STATUS RESOURCE
CENERAL LANDSCAPE
83 Pasture/ Crop |and n/a C S

Pine Grove n/a C Si

TOTAL RESOJRCES: 59 Contributing; 25 Noncontributing

45 Contributing Buildings 19 Noncontributing Buildings
3 Contributing Sites 6 Noncontributing Structures
11 Contributing Structures

\f rry.
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Massachusetts Hospital & School System
/ Tenpl eton Col ony Eliot Colony
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