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AREA FORM NO. 

tWiterHill l 121 

Town Somerviiie MRA 

Address 178 Central Street 

Historic Naine Charles Admas - Woodbury 

Locke House 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTIC»̂  

Date ca. 1840 

Source map research 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings garage (ca. 1923) j^^-) 

Major Alterations (with dates) Addition of 
porch roof, ca. 1910; s'hed dormer ca. 1900; 
removal of e l l and barn, ca. 1870 and 1850, 
respectively 
ccxidition Excellent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage Less than one acre. 

Setting The Adams - Locke House is located 

un an urban residential neighborhood on 

Winter H i l l in north central Somerviiie. 

E E N  
um REFERENCE 19 - 322/1^0 - ̂ 69 5A50 

USGS QOADRANGLE 

SCALE 

B o s t o n N o r t h 

1! 25.000 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Massachusetts Historical Comm. 

Date Mav 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Adams-Locke House reta ins i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, mater ia ls , and 
workmanship. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the house was o rg ina l l y a farm, s ign i f i can t fo r 
i t s association with Somervi l le's ear l yH9th century past and as the home of 
Charles Adams, a s ta te l eg i s la to r and one of the f i r s t merchants at the 
Boston's Quincy Market. A rch i tec tu ra l l y , the house is s i gn i f i can t as a 

^ well-preserved and f i n e l y deta i led example of the Greek Revival s ty le . The 
\ Adams-Locke House thus f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register 

of His tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTORAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Adams-Locke House is s ign i f i can t as one of the f i r s t non-agr icu l tura l 
houses b u i l t on Winter H i l l . The s t ruc tu re , b u i l t ca. 1840, is a '-: 
well-preserved example of a pretentious Greek Revival -s ty le s ide-hal l house. 
The three-bay facade is s i ted wi th i t s gable end to the s t ree t . Other notable 
features include the broad entablature at the cornice, wide corner boards, and 
f u l l - w i d t h Doric porch ( to which a ca. 1910 roof r a i l i n g has been added). The 
entrance is o f f se t - t o the r i g h t and is f lanked by f u l l - l e n g t h s ide l i gh ts . The 
i n t e r i o r retains most of i t s or ig ina l doors, door and window enframements, 
baseboard moldings, and decorative moldings. 

HISTC3RICRL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

Or ig ina l l y a farmhouse, the house stands on land the boundaries of which once 
extended south to Medford Street and north to Broadway. Adams gave the c i t y 
the land at the northern end of his property fo r the f i r s t schoolhouse on • 
Winter H i l l . The school stood on the s i t e of the present-day Winter H i l l 
Congregational Church (#118). The house was b u i l t by Charles Adams, a ,.; . 
well-known f i gu re on Winter H i l l during his day. Adams was a farmer, animal • , 
husbandman, and state l eg i s l a to r . He is known to be one of the or ig ina l 
merchants at Boston's Quincy Market. • ' 

A subsequent resident of the house was Woodbury Locke, a "cu t te r " employed in 
the leather/shoe business in Boston. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Adams, Charles—Woodbury Locke House 

Somerviiie MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001240 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 

APPEAL: 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^^CCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REJECT DATE Entered In the 
~f Hatlonal Register 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 









Please refer to the map in the 
Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


