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Town Sonerviiie NBA
Address 178 Central Street

Historic Naine Charles Admas - Wodbury

Locke House
Use: Present residential
Original residential

CESCR PTI A

Dat e ca. 1840

Source nap research

Style G eek Revival
Architect unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Cut bui I di ngs garage (ca. 1923) j™-)

Mpjor Alterations (with dates) Additionof
porch roof, ca. 1910; s hed dorner ca. 1900;
renoval of ell and barn, ca. 1870 and 1850,
respectively
cexidition

Excel | ent

Moved no Dat e n/ a

Acreage Less than one acre.

Setting The Adans - Locke House i s |ocated
un an urban residential nei ghborhood on
Wnter Hill innorth central Somerviiie.
Recorded by Betsy Friedberg

Organi zation Massachusetts Historical Gonm

Date Mav 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Adams-Locke House retains integrity of location, design, materials, and
workmanship. Historically, the house was orginally a farm, significant for
its association with Somerville's earlyH9th century past and as the home of
Charles Adams, a state legislator and one of the first merchants at the
Boston's Quincy Market. Architecturally, the house is significant as a

N well-preserved and finely detailed example of the Greek Revival style. The

\ Adams-Locke House thus fulfills Criteria A and C of the National Register
of Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTORAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Adams-Locke House is significant as one of the first non-agricultural
houses built on Winter Hill. The structure, built ca. 1840, is a -
well-preserved example of a pretentious Greek Revival-style side-hall house.
The three-bay facade is sited with its gable end to the street. Other notable
features include the broad entablature at the cornice, wide corner boards, and
full-width Doric porch (to which a ca. 1910 roof railing has been added). The
entrance is offset-to the right and is flanked by full-length sidelights. The
interior retains most of its original doors, door and window enframements,

baseboard moldings, and decorative moldings.

HISTCRICRL SGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and howv the
building relates to the devdopment of the comnunity.

Originally a farmhouse, the house stands on land the boundaries of which once
extended south to Medford Street and north to Broadway. Adams gave the city
the land at the northern end of his property for the first schoolhouse on

Winter Hill. The school stood on the site of the present-day Winter Hill
Congregational Church (#118). The house was built by Charles Adams, a
well-known figure on Winter Hill during his day. Adams was a farmer, animal .

husbandman, and state legislator. He is known to be one of the original
merchants at Boston's Quincy Market.

A subsequent resident of the house was Woodbury Locke, a "cutter" employed in
the leather/shoe business in Boston.
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