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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Church of the Brethren at Greene was built in. 1873, two years
after the town was platted. The front gable structure is construc-
ted of locally-quarried limestone, with rubble side and. rear walls,
and front wall of stone laid in regular courses (the courses vary
in width). Dimensions are approximately 40' x 60'.

The sanctuary is set upon a high, windowed basement. Side walls are
divided into four bays, while the front presents a symmetrical three-

bay composition. Window--and the original door--openings have broad,
flat stone lintels. Upper floor windows have 4/L4 double hung sash, those
of the basement 2/2 d.h.s. . . \ . e

Until about 1915, a pair of quarter-turn wooden stairs gabe access to
the main floor. When the basement was finished, a door was cut

into the main facade at ground level, and a new set of stairs installed
within. The original doorframe was then fitted with window sash.

A semicircular date plaque, originally centered in the front gable

end, was moved down to cover the shallow stone arch over the original
door lintel.

The upper floor was originally one large room, with wooden trusses
forming a clear .span. 'This was later partitioned to create two
Sunday School rooms at one end. The basement, originally probably
used as .the parsonage, .is now.partitioned into kitchen, restrooms,
and storage areas.

’
. N

The saﬁctuafy was fémo&elled in 1964. The plaster walls were
retained, but the original board ceiling and wooden -floors were
replaced.

To the east of the church is a frame parsonage, built in 1915,
It does not contribute to (nor does it particularly detract from)
the significance of the church itself.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Coldwater Church of the Brethren is a well-kept example. of lowa's 19th
century religious folk architecture, its distinctive features. being the
competent use of local building materials (limestone -from a..guarry south
of Greene), and the raised sanctuary. The basic form of the church

is wholly traditional: the simple front gable, with center entrance,

and the stonework (rubble sides and rear, more carefully dressed stone
front) is comparable to other stone churches and school buildings of
mid-19th century lowa. The raised sanctuary, however, is somewhat
uncommon in a church of this age and type in the state: most were

simply one room, set at ground level.

Butler County was first settled in the 1850's. Philip Moss, a native

of Indiana, organized a local denomination ofi German Baptists (Brethren)
in Coldwater Township in 1855. A town, "Elm Springs'!, was laid out in
the township, but the lack of a railroad served to discourage interest

in settlement there. Once the railroad did.arrive {the Burlington, Cedar
Rapids and Northern) in 1871, the town of Greene was platted and a
community soon deyeloped there. The Brethren, who had for many years
held services in area schoolhouses, erected the stone church in Greene

in 1873. The builder was Aaron Moss, son of the congregation's founder,
and a 'brick and stone mason by trade'" (Hart, p. 90).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION e

Block 23, Traer's Flrst Addition, Greene, lowa, except the southwesterly
100 feet thereof. =~
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