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Cambridge, Mass.
Towa Cambridge MRA

Address cMpr™Mmpn™n  .qt-rppf-

Historic ITare J.A. Wood House

Use: Present residential

Original residential

DESCRIPTION':

Date 1888

Sourc!
Style Col on-ial Po”r-jy?,!
Architect Hartwell S Richardson

Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings NA

Major alterations (vith dates) none

Moved yes Date 1925

Approx. acreage .2182 acres

Setting Sacramento Street was developed
residentially in the second half of th
1°t™ n”ni-nr-y ilithough cituatod on a

I_arﬁge lot, the J.A. V:iood House's regid”
tiall setting is qlITPIyn™- cnnprnTniser; b’

its close proximity to Mass. Ave,

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHTZIRAL SIGKIFICA-NCE  [Describe inpcrtant architectural features and
evaluate in teems of other buildings \slthin the conniuiiiTy.)

Palatial i nsize, theJ.A Vood House features a center front entrance
betv.'een t wo segmental bay wi ndows on thefirst floor. The second story
of thehouse projects as far as t hebays and i s supported on carved brackets.
The east side features a three-sided, two story bay wi ndow, an exterior chimey
and a Palladian window on theprojectinggable. Originally, this side also had a
porch above t he bay wi ndow and a ground |evel piazza. Throughout t he house
the original shutters have been renoved. A center turret domnates the rear
el evation. Ornamentation on this clapboarded house, includes a nolded cornice,

HSTARCAL siIGNiFIcancE  (Explain the role owers played inlocal or state Cont i nued
history and haw the bxiilding relates t othe devel opnent of the cansmmty.)

3 Sacramento Street was built i n 1688 for James "A vrood, a |lumber dealer.
Originally facing North Avenue (nowMassachusetts Ave.) i twas turned ninety
degrees t o face Sacramento Street i n 1825 when a block of stores was built
along I"ass. Ave. Its present cranped positioni spreferable t obeing hidden
behind a commercial block, a fate all toofrequent along I'ass. Ave. Until
the trolley brought apartment houses and stores tothenorthern half of Mass.

Ave. after theturn of thecentury, Mass. Ave.'s v/idth attracted wealthy
Cam bridge residents who built large hones facing thestreet. The J.A v;ood House
serves as a rem nder of this period.

B B G3HY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)
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Architectural Significancecon't.

a carved pedinent over thefront porch, acarved frieze onthethree
front dormer windows andfluted colums on thefront porch.

Designed i n 1888 by Hartwel | & Richardson, theJ.A Wod House
marks the" firm stransition into theColonial Revival style. Previously,
the firms residential work hadbeen i nthe Shingle Style, Canbridge's
nost notabl e exanple being t he Yerxa House (1887-1888). Al t hough
the J. A Vood House shares sone similarities with thefirms Shingle Styl
its centered turret, small |ights, overhanging second story supported
by brackets, andcentered dormers (used i nthe Yerxa House), 3 Sacranento
Street's symmetrical facade andcarved details clearly distinguishi t
as Colonial Revival. I n the1890's, thefirm worked increasinglyin
this idiom The J.A Wod House i ssignificant under Criterion Cas
an ﬁar(liy exanple of t he Col oni al Revival style of thefirm of Hartwell &
Ri chardson.

Staple tolnventorv forni at bott 5
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Woaod, J. A.. House (Cambridge MRA)
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MASSACHUSETTS Working No |
Action: .CEPT

CZ2 resubmission .RETURN

* nomination by person or local government Natleaal Beglster REJECT.

e owner objection Federal Agency:

e appeal

Substantive Review: CZ sample . CZ request C4 appeal [Z] NR decision

Reviewer's comments;

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chek one Check one

excellent I | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CZ] good 1 Iruins altered moved date.
CUfair unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

CZ summary paragraph
e completeness

[Z] clarity V-
CZI alterations/integrity *
I ldates oy

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CZl summary paragraph

CZ completeness

CZ clarity

ED applicable criteria

7D justification of areas checked

m relating significance to the resource

e context

relationship of integrity to significance At
justification of exception

other

3

3

3

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

13. Other

e Maps
« Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed —_— Date

'A*/\y

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450
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