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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
30 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

inte I A y-f-
AREA .NO. 1 

FORM B - BUILDING .MID CATI I I 3 30A i 
i 

USGS Mao #27 

Towa 
Cambridge, Mass. 
C a m b r i d g e MRA 

I 
j Address c^^pr^^mpn^n .qt-rppf-

1 H i s t o r i c ITame J . A . Wood House 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to le f t side of form 

Photo auaber 30-2 

SKETCH MA? 
Show proper ty ' s l o c a t i o n i a r e l a t i o a 

to aearest cross s t reets and/or 
geographical fea tures . l ad ica te 
a l l bu i ld ings between inventor ied 
property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n , 
ladica te nor th . 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l  

O r i g i n a l r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION':  

Date 1888 

Sourc! 

Style Co l o n - i a l Po^r-jy?,! 

Arch i t ec t H a r t w e l l S R i c h a r d s o n 

Ex te r io r w a l l f a b r i c wood 

Outbuildings NA ; 

SEE ATTACHED MAP 

Major a l t e ra t ions ( v i t h dates) none 

Recorded by T . A l d u i n o 

Moved y e s Date 1925 

Approx. acreage . 2182 a c r e s 

Set t ing S a c r a m e n t o S t r e e t was d e v e l o p e d 
r e s i d e n t i a l l y i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h 

Organization C a m b r i d a e H i s t o r i c a l Com. 1 ° t ^ n^ni-nr-y i l i t h o u g h c i t u a t o d on a 

Date 198 5 
l a r g e l o t , t h e J . A . V:ood H o u s e ' s r e g i d ^ 
t i a l s e t t i n g i s qnTTiPTy'h;̂ -!- cnnprnTni ser; b' 
i t s c l o s e p r o x i m i t y t o M a s s . A v e , 

UTM 1 9 / 3 2 5 4 7 0 / 4 6 9 4 2 3 0 

USGS Quad; Boston North (Staple add i t iona l sheets here) 



.ARC-:iTZrrJRAL SIGKIFICA-NCE [Describe inpcrtant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings \slthin the conniuiiiTy.) 

P a l a t i a l i n s i z e , the J.A. VJood House features a center f r o n t entrance 
betv.'een two segmental bay windows on the f i r s t f l o o r . The second st o r y 
of the house p r o j e c t s as f a r as the bays and i s supported on carved brackets. 
The east side features a three-sided, two s t o r y bay window, an e x t e r i o r chimney 
and a Pall a d i a n window on the p r o j e c t i n g gable. O r i g i n a l l y , t h i s side also had a 
porch above the bay window and a ground l e v e l piazza. Throughout the house 
the o r i g i n a l shutters have been removed. A center t u r r e t dominates the rear 
e l e v a t i o n . Ornam.entation on t h i s clapboarded house, includes a molded cornice, 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state_ Continued 
history and haw the bxiilding relates to the development of the cansmmity.) 

3 Sacramento Str e e t was b u i l t i n 1688 f o r James "A. vrood, a lumber dealer. 
O r i g i n a l l y f a c i n g North Avenue (now Massachusetts Ave.) i t was turned n i n e t y 
degrees t o face Sacramento Str e e t i n 1825 when a block of stores was b u i l t 
along I'ass. Ave. I t s present cramped p o s i t i o n i s pr e f e r a b l e t o being hidden 
behind a commercial block, a f a t e a l l too frequent along I'ass. Ave. U n t i l 
the t r o l l e y brought apartment houses and stores t o the northern h a l f of Mass. 
Ave. a f t e r the t u r n of the century, Mass. Ave.'s v/idth a t t r a c t e d wealthy 
Cam.bridge residents who b u i l t large hones f a c i n g the s t r e e t . The J.A, v;ood House 
serves as a reminder of t h i s p e r i o d . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

lOM - 7/82 



INVENTORY ?ORM CONTINU.'MIOM SHEET 

MASSAĜ USETTS HISTORICAL CĈ ^̂ ISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 

Cambridge , Mass. 
Cambridqe MRA 

" 
Forni No: 
I I B 30A 

Property Name: J . A . wood House 

Indicate each item on inventory form v-Mch is being continued belcw. 

Architectural Significance con't. 

a carved pediment over the fr o n t porch, a carved frieze on the three 
front dormer windows and f l u t e d columns on the fro n t porch. 

Designed i n 1888 by Hartwell & Richardson, the J.A. Wood House 
marks the'firm's t r a n s i t i o n i n t o the Colonial Revival style. Previously, 
the firm's r e s i d e n t i a l work had been i n the Shingle Style, Cambridge's 
most notable example being the Yerxa House (1887-1888). Although 
the J.A. Wood House shares some s i m i l a r i t i e s with the firm's Shingle Styl 
i t s centered t u r r e t , small l i g h t s , overhanging second story supported 
by brackets, and centered dormers (used i n the Yerxa House), 3 Sacramento 
Street's symmetrical facade and carved d e t a i l s clearly distinguish i t 
as Colonial Revival. In the 1890's, the fi r m worked increasingly i n 
t h i s idiom. The J.A, Wood House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under Criterion C as 
an early example of the Colonial Revival style of the fi r m of Hartwell & 
Richardson. 

Staple to Inventorv forni at bott om 



Cambridge, Mass. 1^^ 
Camhridop ^\>(\ [^^ " "^^^ 

Property Name: 3 Sacramento S t . 

INVENTORY ^^^^f^ ^uiM^^-^^t 

MASSA(HJSEITS HISTCDRICAL C ^ ^ S I O N 
Office of the Secretaiy, Boston 

u nn inventory fom >Aich is being continued beKv. Indicate each item on inventory luim 

Bib l iog raphy /Refe rences 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commassion. Survev o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y 
Cambridge volume I , East Cambridge (196. , ou t o f p r i n t 

• volume I I . ydd C a m b r i d ^ (1967) , Cambridge, MA 
volume I I I . Cambridgeport (1971) , Cambridge, MA 
volume I V . Old Cambridge (1973) , Cambridge, MA 
volume V, Northwest Cambridge (1977) , Cambridge, MA 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , Proceedings (1906-Present ) , Cambridge, MA 

D . A . R . , Winthrop Chapter , An H i s t o r i c a l Guide t o Cambridge (1907) , 
Cambridge, MA. 

G i l l m a n , A. ( e d . ) , Cambridqe o f Eighteen Hundred and N i n e t y - S i x (1896), 
Cambridge, MA. 

Paige, L . R . , H i s t o r y o f Cambridge (1877) , Boston, MA.; Supplement 
(1930) , Boston, MA. 

Rand, C, Cambridge, U.S.A. (1964), New York, NY. 

Rett i g , R.B., Guide to Cambridge Architecture (1969), Cambridge, MA. 

Stillman, ;7.J. (ed.). Poetic L o c a l i t i e s of Cambridge (1876), 
Cambridge, MA. 

woods, R . A . , and Kennedy, A . J . (Warner, e d . ) . Zone o f Emergence 
(1962) , Cambridge, MA. 

z a i t z e v s k y , C , w i t h the advice o f the Review Committee members. 
The Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Study o f H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
"Properties i n the Environs o f Cambridge, ( A p r i l 1983-Decen^er 
1984), Cambridge, MA. 

Stap le to Inventory form at bottoa 
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NPS Foim lO-SOO-a 
(HZ) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Regis ter of Histor ic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

For NPS UM 

received 

date entered 

Page 

.Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MASfSACHUJJETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

181. Memorial Drive Apartments H i s t . Dis t . 

Date/Signature 

eeper 

I t tW*<l I n tSs / ' 
m.<i:iMULl Eealatef Attest 

182. Montrose, The l a « a 
Hational Register 

eeper 

Attest 

183. Peabody Court Apartments jister "^^^^^^ yy^zA'-z^.-^.-A^y^'^ 

Attest 

184. Shady H i l l H istoric D i s t r i c t Z,)Keeper 

Attest 

185. Stanstead, The Entwed la tlw 
National «e«l«ter 

186. Stickney-Shepard House Enterad IB 
national Begiater 

AA{/AAO^^----<'^^'^7O^ 

l^eper ^^^Tĵ ^ -̂̂ .̂̂ .̂ ^ ?̂̂ .̂̂  

eeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

187. Warren, H. Langford, House Ent.r.d^ln^^^ /keeper y 4 l £ i y ^ f ^ ^ ^ ^ A y y y ^ 

188. Withey, S. B . , House Eat«ri*3 I f l t t e 
Natlenal Beglater 

189. Wood, J. A . , House Watered l a tJn 
ifat lonal Be«l« ter 

190. BlblogScal Laboratory Substantive a . T l « 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 

Attest 

/deeper 

Attest 

^ITeeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

AjUA-iy-<L.y^yy.^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

6c>Ajo 13/ f 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Wood, J. A.. House (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZl resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CZl sample • CZl request 

Working No A !9B6 

Natleaal Beglste-r 

Action: .CEPT 
.RETURN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

CZl appeal [Z] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments; 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CZ] good 

CUfa i r 

I I deteriorated 

1 I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

CZl summary paragraph 
• completeness 
[Zl clarity v - . 
CZl alterations/integrity * 
I I dates . "--y 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZl summary paragraph 
CZl completeness 
CZl clarity 
ED applicable criteria 
IZD justification of areas checked 
m relating significance to the resource 
• context '^*^y 
• relationship of integrity to significance ^ ' 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed — — Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


