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A similar, but slightly smaller, Doric side-entry porch is lo-

tcolumned cupola with round arch windows and a heavily modillione
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EPY LN
Grassemount is a large oblong-shaped two story brick house with
low hip roof, roof balustrade, cupola, and an 6élaborate facade.
T?e walls are of brick painted pink and the trim is in white.
The house is about 52 feet wide and 44 fecet deep. The main
(north) elevation is five bays wide and its first-story bays _
have semi-circular blind arches with square-headed windows set
beneath their arches. The main entrance occupies the center
bay. A prominent belt course marks the second floor level and
fxgm,this base six Ionic pilasters rise the height of the second
story to the coranice. The spaces between the cornice and the
flat-arched second-story windows are decorated with alternating
oval and oblong-with-reentrant-angle shaped swag panels. . The
windows are framed by molded architraves and adorned by exterior
louvered shutters. The center door has a fan light and flanking
side lights filled with colored glass and is sheltered by a one-
story Doric portico with four fluted columns and two pilasters.

cated on the center bay of the east elevation. A wood balustrad;
surmounted with urns extends around the edge of the low hip roof
The center of the roof is crowned by a one-story oblong-shaped

cornice. The cupola, added around 1850, is centered between two
massive interior chimneys. T

The west (side) clevation has been somewhat altered by the addi-
tion of one-story Doric porch which extends along four of its
five bays. The three Doric porticos were probably added around
1823 . A large two-story brick service wing, built in the same
style as tne main house, has been added to the south, or rear,
elevation.

The front (north) door opens into the 11-foot wide center hall
which extends through the main house and divides the four first-
floor rooms into pairs. The hall itself is divided by means of
a partition into front entry hall and rear service hall. The
cntrance hall contains the main curved staircasc and a service
stairs is located in the rear hall. To the left, or east, of
the hall is the library and behind this room, the kitchen; to
the right of the hall is the parlor, and the dining room is lo-
cated in the southwest corner. he fireplace in the library 1is
flanked by recessed arches and its mantel, and also the parlor
one, is of marble. Windows are rccessed and have panels set
‘below themn. he limited woodwork 1is simple.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

rlistory

Erected by Thaddeus Tuttle in 1804, Grassemount was later the
home of Cornelius P. Van Mess, Governor of Vermont from 1823
to 1826. 1In 1895 the mansion was acquired by the University
of Vermont and has becen utilized since that date as a women's
dormitory.

Significance

Grasscmount is one of the finest and most elaborate examples
of a large Adamesque-Federal styled mansion in Vermont, The
structure, along with M. H. Richardson's Billings Library,
is one of the outstanding landmarks in the architecturally
and stylistically rich University district of Burlington.
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