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1. Name
historic ' 'Ezra Woodf-Levi VJarner Place (preferred)
and or common Nathaniel Merrill House - The Valley Hotel - Levi Warner House

2. Location

street & number 155 Depot Road N/A not for publication
city, town Westminster N/-A  vicinity of
state Massachusetts code O"S county Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both X work in progress educational X_ privatei-esidence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name James A. Britten and James A. Britten, Jr,
sreet & number 315 Federal Street, P.O. Box 627
city, town Greenfield N/A  vicinity of state M assachusetts 0130"

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Worcester Northern District Registry of Deeds,County Court House

sreet & number 84 Elm Street

city, town Fitchburg state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
titte of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has this property been determined eligible? yes —j" no
#188
date May, 1973 federal state county local

depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Noston StateM‘:lssachuse'[ ts



8 Description Ezrawod - Levi Warner Place, Westm nster, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
X_excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
good . ruins X_altered X moved date 1980
fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal {ii known) physical appearance

The Ezra Wod-Levi Warner Place, l|ocated on 4.5 acres of land at thecorner of West-
mnster State H ghway (Route 2A) and Depot Road i n Westminster, consists of a main
house and barn. Road inprovenents which threatened theproperty i n1980required
that theearly nineteenth century house and earlier original ell be relocatedon

the lot; they were noved back 125 feet and rotated 90 degrees. The one-story rear
ell, theoldest part of thehouse (1739), was disassenbled, itsstructural menbers
marked, then reconstructedwith theaddition of replacement nenbers. The attached
woodshed was toodeteriorated tonove or disassemble. A duplicate was constructed
and faced with original shingles salvaged from therear elevation of themin house.

The double pile, main house i s a rectangul ar 2% story timber-framed structure with
massi ve, central chimey and truncated, central hallway. Besides thereassenbled

rear el | and attached woodshed, a side ell additioii was conmpleted in,1920. The hoi”se
rests on a fieXdstoiie fqundatioii, dismantled and rebuilt when thebuilding w's reori-
ented. Slate covers thefront.slope.of the,.gable roof. -The rear slops of themin ..
house, theell and woodshed roofs arecovered with asphalt shingles.. Unlike.the

pai nted clapboard-covered facade, rear elevation and ells, thegable elevations are
sheathed with unpainted, cedar shingles.

The five-bay, symmetrical facade consists of a central entry flanked by two double-

hung wi ndows with 6/9 lights. Five windows arecentered over these openings and

set dir*tly under theeaves on thesecond story. Wndows throughout thehouse have
heavy, hand-pegged franmes and sills with nolded, cap cornices. Fixed-slatshutters

wi th wrought ,irori hardware, htang. on the. facade and gable, elevations, are originals

or duplicates. -Aport.e cochere orice,extended fromthenain entran9e of the house.

Styled according totheGeek Revival nmode, t hepresent entry i slikely avestige

of theremdeling®that renoved ,the cpachway. |t consists of a six panel door, sidelights
and striated molding with cornerblocks.

The rear elevation i sasymmetrical, conposed of five unequal bays centered on a rear
entry surrounded by pilasters supporting a di mnished hood. . Fromwest toeast,, it

includes on thefirst level: one 6/6, double hung sash wi ndow (areplacement) one
6/9 sash window, t hedoorway, and two 6/9 sash wi ndows before theprojection of the
rear ell. The second story has 6/9 sash wi ndows centered on tliG op&Giings of tliG

first level with a blank upper bay, west of t he door.

The east elevation features a symmetrical arrangenment of two bays, each centered

on a 6/9 light, double hung sash wi ndow on both thefirst and second |evel and one
6/6 double hung sash window i nt hegable. The quadruple w ndow on theeast elevation
of therear el lisreplicated fromtheoriginal.

The west elevation consists of one 6/6 double hung sash window i nthegable and a
6/9 double hung sash on each level opposite thenew addition which houses a kitchen,
porch, storage area and garage.

A picket fence, duplicated from sections found on theproperty, defines a rear garden
whose centerpiece i san early wheelwright's stone, renoved from a blacksmth's shop
in Westminster. Original lilac bushes, near theroadway, have been left i nplace
along with a storage barn.

(Conti nued)
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At the outset of recent restoration work, the basic structure of the house renained

in good condition. Only a fewfirst floor framng menbers required replacement and
were matched wi t h hand-hewn beans. Due to their fragility, theoriginal w ndowanes
had to be renoved and then reinstalled. Broken panes were replaced with ol d glass.

In the main house, defective plaster walls and ceilings were replaced, but original

pi ne woodwork, paneling and-flooring, found tobe inthenatural finish, were carefully
cleaned and waxed. Painted woodwork and floors were analyzed to ascertain the original
color tobe duplicated i ntherefinishing. |Intheparlor, the ornate woodwork con-
sisting of cornice and pilasters at thew ndows i soriginal. The wooden dado has

been duplicated i nplaster and painted to match the woodwork. Period wallpapers

have been utilized throughout the house except i nthe keeping roomwhere stenciling
has been used f or decoration.

The massive central chimey serves si xfireplaces, an oversized beehive oven i nthe
keeping room and a snmoke room of f the diningroom fireplace. For each fireplace,
the hearth was |eveled, bricks reset and repointed as necessary and a danper added.

The storage barn located 15 feet from Route 2A i s a 2% story, post and beam structure
encl osed by an asphalt-covered roof and sided with random weathered brown pine board.
In plan, itsdimensions are 29" 1" x 30° 9.75" and i t neasures, sill toplate, 13" 11.5".
Access i s gained through a double-door entry of two 5 x 9 doors which provide the

only aperture i nthe building.



8. S'gn|f|cance Ezra Wood-Levi Warner Place, Westminster, M assachusetts

Period Areas & Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature _X_ sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military _X_ sociall
_X_1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce X_exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry . “politics/government .Mransportation
invention other (specify)

Specific dates 1759 1804” 1980 Buil der/Architect Janmes Britton, restoration architect
Statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Ezra Wod-Levi Warner Place i sprimarily significant for its role i nthehistorical
devel opment of t heconmmunity and theregion throughtheinterests and activities

of its owners. Having functioned as a hotel, stagecoach stop, postal depot and farnhouse,
it represents diverse aspects of 18th and 19th century rural New England culture.
Moreover, several owners throughout its history were prom nent menbers of t he comunity,
singled out for appointment topositions of discretion and responsibility. The property
is also associated with a noted late 19th century scul ptor, although additional research
is needed todetermne t heexistence of other associated properties of potentially
greater significance. A good and well preserved |ocal exanple of Federal Period
architecture, theEzra Wod-Levi Warner Place retains its original character i nasso-
ciation with aclearly distinct but conmpatiblenodern addition. The property thus
nmeetscriteria AL B and C of theNational Register of Historic Places.

The original structure, among t heol dest extant buildings of Westm nster, now a
one-story ell on theeast, was built i n1759 by Nathaniel Merrill on Lot Nunber 116
of theoriginal township, then known as Narragansett Nunber 2. Merrill cane from
Pel ham New Hanpshire, and nade t hefirst inprovements on t hepremn ses where-he resided
for tenyears. 1n1769 he sold theproperty to Sebez Jackson who had Bioved t oWst-
mnster fromNewton. Jackson's third daughter, Catee, married Ezra VWod i n May 1804
and continued todwell on thefarm The couple built the2J5-story main house which
they operated as theValley Hotel until 1844. |t served passengers on the Boston
and Al bany, New York Daily Stage vi a Brattleborough; Boston t oAl bany Min Stage;
and t heBoston and Al bany Phoenix Line of Stages vi a Greenfield, which passed daily
in both directions throughWstm nster along present Route 2A - -

Ezra Wod (1782-1877) becane a promnent citizen of Westm nster, active i nnany areas
of community life. He was elected tothetow's first school committee (1806-1813,
1815, 1818, 1821, 1822); he served i npublic office as Selectman (1816-1820) and
Assessor (1812, 1813, 1826, 1827, 1829); and he was a charter nenber of theRifle
Gonpany organi zed c. 1816 toreplace twomilitary conpanies previously recruited
according tosectional divisions of thetown. The conpany continued for twenty years
and becane a source of coiranunity pride due tothehigh regard it earned inmilitary
circles. I nresponse toan intermittent, twenty year ol d movenent promoting the
establishment of a poor farm Ezra VWod was appointedt oan ad hoc committee to
formul ate new plans for theprovision of relief. After thereport by thecitizens'
committee i n1823, t hereconmendation for thepurchase of a poor farmwas accepted.

Ezra Wod was also an active nenber of t he Congregational Church, and i slistedi n
1815 as a nenber of thechoir for theordination of thethird pastor. Reverend Cyrus
Mann. The nationwi de anti-Masonic agitation i n1826 reached Westm nster, where there
were sone nenbers of theorder, through panphlets and papers describing the supposed
capture, confinement and nurder of Wlliam Mrgan. Popular belief held that Morgan,

(Conti nued)



9. Major Bibliographical References
Badger and Porter's Stage Register, Boston, Mass.: 1825, 1826, 1827, 1832.

Barron, Carlos. "A Brief Sketch of thelevi Warner or Ezra Wbod Pl ace, also known
as 'The Valley Hotel.'" The Black Book. Westm nster, Mass.: Westmi nster Historical
Societv. (Continued)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 4.5 acres
Quadrangle name Fitchburg Quadrangle scale.
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification "he property i son thesoutherly side of Wst-
mnster State Road and t heeasterly side of Depot Road bounded at t he northeasterly

corner at a point i nthesoutherly line of State Road and at. | and of the,B & M Railroad;
' (Continued)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11+ Form Prepared By

Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner, with Odoles . 8r.itton, A.I.A., James A.
namef/titleBrjetton. Inc. Architects; and Dianne L. Siergiej, Montathusett Regional Planning
Commission.

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date November 1982
Street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 7.:27-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the desigriated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to tts criteria and procedures set forth by the National Parl( Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature htaJLoM  JMAINA-NJCAMSANY

titlestate Historic Preservation Officer, Mass. Historical Comm.dae

For NPS use only
lhereby certify thaj this property is included in the National Register ,

funrK date I/ 1/n
q Keeper of the National Roister

Attest: date
Chief of Registration



NPS Form 10-900-| OMB Na 1024-0018
(HO) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service AFor NPS use onty

National Register of Historic Piaces recetved

Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Ezra Wod-Levi Warner Place,

Continuation sheet Westm nster, Massachusetts |t enmunt aer 8 Page i

who had been about to publish an expose of the secrets of the Masonic Order, had

been elimnated by fellow Masons. |In Westm nster, Deacon Pfeckham of the Congregational
Church organized a meeting to discourage the growth of the order. Deacon Joshua

T. Everett and Deacon Aaron V@od were staunchly anti-Masonic; they believed the order
was bhaleful, anti-Christian and subversive to republican principals. Deacon Peckham
and Ezra Wod were selected as delegates to an anti-Masonic convention to be held

in Worcester subsequent to a statewide convention held in Boston, but local senti-
nment was against their going and the tw were persuaded not to attend.

The local tenperance noverent also has traditional associations with the building;
one of the hotel keepers is said to have hidden from revenue officers in a secret
space between floors with access only through a loose floorboard in an upper chanber.
And, as required, liquor was concealed behind a trapdoor in a cache over the brick
oven.

Local custom has also identified the property as a station on the Underground Railroad,
and documented sources associate Ezra Wod with Westm nster's role in theantislavery
novenent. The town has a long standing aversion to racism one of the principal
objections voiced at the local meeting held to review the 1778 draft of the state
Constitution was to the Fifth Article which was categorized as denying natural rights
to part of the hunman race on the basis of color. An antislaverysociety was organized
in Worcester in March 1835 only three years after WlliamLloyd Garrison founded

the New England Anti-Slavery (sic) Society in Boston. Before the end of the year,

a meeting of friends of the abolitionist novement was held in Gardner and the \WWr-
cester County North Division Anti-Slavery Society was formed. Ezra VWod is |isted
anong the founding menbers from Westminster as i s Deacon Robert Peckham a known
activist inthe cause who for the next several years held office in the society and
who as noted by his descendants, provided refuge to fugitive slaves in his home

near the center of town. Ezra and Aaron VWod were chosen to represent Westm nster

at the Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in Boston.

The nimber of routes and the names of the people providing assistance to fugitive
slaves was never permanently recorded by Deacon Joshua T. Everett, wo regularly
served as President of the Worcester County North Division Anti-Slavery Society.

[t is known that one branch of the Underground Railroad ran from Worcester to West-
m nster, where "passengers" could be transferred northeast to Fitchburg or northwest
to Ashburnham Joshua T. Everett established the routes to include "Everettville,"
the ham et of a few houses in Princeton where his fami |y had established a tannery.
The Ezra Vod Pl ace would have been in direct line between the Everett and Peckham
stops and could easily have seen occasional use.

Ezra VWod |eft Westminster c. 1846 to live with his son in Jamestown, New York, selling

the property to Isaac Hall, a stage driver, who continued to operate i tas a hotel,
stage depot and farm  Assessors' records show he owned coaches worth $1,000 and sixty
horses worth a total of $3,000. |Isaac Hall operated the stage line with partners

in Fitchburg and Boston. Wen the hotel was forced to close in the late 1840s
following the opening of the Vernont and Massachusetts Railroad in 1845 the stage
driver becane a farmer. H devel oped the holding into one of the nost outstanding

(Continued)
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farms i ntown noted for itsirrigation system "tub wheel,"” trout pond seasonally

used toharvest ice, hillside aqueduct t oprovide drinkingwater and extensive apple
orchards of numerous varieties.

After lsaac Hall's death i n 1864, two owners held theproperty during thenext four
years. |1 n 1868, i t was purchased by Levi Warner (c. 1810-1891), a Methodist <circuit
rider assigned toWestm nster where he hoped tostay due tohis wife's ill health.

A new bishop brought an early transfer; however, Warner refused torelocate. He
stayed on and worked as a farmer, blacksmth and postmaster. Mail was unloadedto

be sorted here at theWestminster Depot Branch before being sent ontothe main office
in thetown center. Levi Warner had two sons, Melville, who eventually took over

the farm and post office, and Olin, who showed an early talent for sculpture. Lacking
financial resources, Olin Warner (1844-1896) worked as a telegrapher until he could
subsidize atrip tostudy i nFrance. He arrived i nParis i n1869, was admtted to
the Ecole des Beaux Arts and nade acquai ntances of Jean Al exandre, Joseph Falguiere
and Marius Jean Antonia Mercie who woul d becone |eading French scul ptors duringthe
next decade. Among the sculptors at theschool was Francois Jouffroy, at whose atelier
VWarner began his studies. Later, Warner was taken into thestudio of Jean Baptiste
Carpeaux and was eventually accepted as an assistant rather than a student, but revo-
lution and t he Franco-Prussian Vér interruptedhis studies. Olin Warner enlisted

in theFrench Foreign Legion, remaining i nParis during theseige and occupation.

He returned totheUnited States i n1872 t oopen a studio in New York, but found

his new type of scul pture with novel methods of modeling and lively surfaces was

not appreciated; he could only find odd jobs designing household objects. Eventually,
he was forced toretire temporarily tohis father's farm in Westm nster, where he
conpl eted several works of fam |y nmenbers. Several areon display at Forbush Mem
orial Library i nWestm nster,

Olin Warner first attracted public attention at theCentennial Exhibition of

1876 i nPhil adel phia where he exhibited a medallion portrait of theactor, Edwin
Forrest. Thereafter, his participation i nthefoundation of theAssociation of Amer-
ican Artists and his friendshipwith art dealer Daniel Cotter assisted i n his
rise topromnence. H became renowned for his talent at portrait busts. Anong hi s
best known works are "Diana," owned by t heMetropolitan Miseumin New York andtwo
bronze statues i nBoston: W/liamLloyd Garrison (Conmonwealth Avenue) and Gener al
Charles Devens (located i nfront of the State House)*. Recognized i ntheir day as
anong t hefinest exanples of American imaginative scul pture were thecaryatides on
the public fountain he fashioned for Portland, Oregon and t hefigures nodeled for
the doors of thelibrary of Congress: The Muse of "Tradition," portrayed i n the
center of thetjmpanum and t hefigures "Menory" and "I magination" contained i n the
two panels of thedoors. Warner had been conmi ssioned t oconplete three doorways,
but suffered a fatal accident i n1896 while riding a bicycle i nCentral Park.

Oin Warner's daughter, Carlyne Jones inherited theproperty from her uncle Melville,
and retained i tuntil 21976 when i t was purchased by Janes Britton, thearchitect
responsible for therestoration,

(Conti nued)
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The existence and | ocation of possible subsurface archaeol ogical remains associated
with thehouse i sundeterm ned at present. However, despite recent disturbances,
intact deposits may be found through systematic testing. Careful excavation and
anal ysis of these materials may contribute significant informationt oour under-
standing of thediverse past activities associated with theproperty.

The house i sconsidered eligible for listing i ntheNational Register, despiteits
recent nove, due t oseveral factors: (1)i tremains onitsoriginal lot, thereby
retaining general integrity of location, (2)i tpossesses outstanding associations
with important Westmnster citizens, and (3) i ti sa good |local exanple of Federal
Period architecture whose elements were carefully preseryed i nthenove.

*  The statue was nmoved t ot he Charles River Esplanade at t he foot of Beacon Hill
in 1950t oallow construction of a parking | ot onitsoriginal site.
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Brownell, W C "The Sculpture of Olin Warner," Scribner's 20(Cctober 1896): 431-441.
Craven, Vayne. Sculpture in America. New York: Thormas Y. Crowel| Conpany, 1968.

Federal Witers' Project. Massachusetts: A Cuide to Its Places and People. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1937.

Heywood, Wl liam Sweetzer. History of Westm nster, Massachusetts 1728-1893. Lowell:
Vox Populi Press, 1893.

House Inventory Conmittee of the Westminster Historical Society. Homestead Heritage of
Westminster. Westmnster, Mass.: Westmnster Historical Society, 1980.

"Restoration of Westm nster Warner House Brings to Light Colorful Events of Yesterday."
The Fitchburg Sentinel, 25 Septenber, 1959.

Rich, A Judson. Historical Discourse Delivered on the Occasion of the Cne-Hundred and
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Congregational Church ... inWstmnster,
Mass., Septenmber 9, 1968. Springfield, Mass.: Sanuel Bow es and Conpany, 1869.

Siebert, Wlbur H The Underground Railroad in Massachusetts. Worcester: American
Antiquarian Society, 1936.

Taft, Loredo. The History of American Scul pture. New York: Macmllan, 1903.
Westmi nster, Mass. Town Hall. Assessors' Records.

Worcester, Mass. Worcester Historical Miseim. Wrcester County North Division
Anti-Slavery Society Record Book 1835-1843.

Section 10: VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCR PTI ON ( GONTI NUED)

thence: Southerly by a curve to the left with a radius of 6027.5 feet, three hundred
twenty-two (322) feet, nore or less as neasured on the arc to land now or formerly of
F. A Curtis; thence: By a stone wall S 56° 50° W by land of said Curtis two
hundred seven (207) feet, nmore or less to a drill hole; thence: S 69° 40° Why land
of said Curtis two hundred seventy (270) feet, nore or less to center line of a brook;
thence: Westerly by center line of a brook two hundred twenty (220) feet, nore or
less, to the easterly line of Depot Road; thence: Northerly by the easterly line of
Westminster State Road; thence: Northerly by the easterly line of Depot Road two
hundred sixty (260) feet, nore or less, to the southerly line of Westm nster State
Road; thence: N 65° 13" E by the southerly line of Westminster State Road two
hundred five (205) feet, nmore or less, to a Massachusetts Hi ghway bound; thence:

N 72° 18 E still by the southerly line of Westm nster State Road, three hundred two
(302) feet, nore or less, to the place of beginning.

Containing 4.5 acres, more or less, the land presently associated with the house
constitutes a portion of the original [ot.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Wood, Ezra-Levi Warner Place Worcester County, 83000614
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X Photographs (missing #6-11)

USGS Map
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