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Lotta's Fountain is a cast iron statue and fountain, some 24 feet 
tall, with conventional lion heads and medallions of brass depicting 
typical California scenes. The fountain was presented to the City in 
September of 1875 by Lotta Crabtree, a noted entertainer of her time.

The fountain rests on a granite base, 8 feet square and some two 
feet thick. On each basin is a griffin's head, with the water flowing 
from the mouth. There is a lamp at the top of the fountain.

The original castings, in sections, were made in Philadelphia 
and shipped to San Francisco.

In 1916, the "Path of Gold" committee of San Francisco added an 
8 foot section on top so that the height of Lotta's Fountain would be in 
conformity with the new "Path of Gold" lamps then being installed on 
Market Street.

One of the plaques added to the fountain commemorates the 
performance there of Madame Luisa Tetrazzini on Christmas Eve in 1910

The fountain was renovated, repaired and painted in 1974 as part 
of the $24.5 million program to J^rjrtify the surface of Market Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lotta's Fountain is a familiar memorial passed daily by thousands. 
It was dedicated at official City ceremonies on 9 September 1875 by 
a group of dignitaries headed by Mayor James Otis. San Francisco has 
taken the tradition of Lotta's Fountain and built up a legend that is 
a permanent part of Market Street.

The fountain was contributed to the City by Lotta Crabtree, a noted 
entertainer of her time. She became one of the great figures of the 
vaudeville and legitimate stage of the last half of the 19th century.

At the age of eight, she joined a troupe of actors who toured the mining 
camps of the Sierras. She gained such popularity that cheering miners 
frequently rewarded her by tossing gold nuggets at her feet. Lotta went 
on to captivate San Francisco audiences in both vaudeville and 
legitimate productions. In the 1860s she set out on a national tour which 
earned her nationwide and eventually worldwide fame. Lotta never forgot 
the city which had grown up with her. In 1875, she expressed her 
gratitude by donating the famous fountain which memorializes her.

The fountain has become the source of a great amount of San Francisco 
history and many important events have taken place there. The fountain 
first acquired an aura of longevity by surving the 1906 earthquake and fire

On Christmas Eve in 1910, a crowd estimated at 250,000 people gathered 
to hear Madame Luisa Tetrazzini sing at Lotta's Fountain. It was the 
largest gathering of its kind in the west. Although Madame Tetrazzini 
sang without aid of a loud speaker system, her voice was carried 500 
miles to Los Angeles over a telpehone to members of the Bohemian Club.
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Add info of Lotta's Fountain)

On Christmas Eve in 1911, Jan Kubelik, the foremost violinist of his time, 
performed at Lotta's Fountain before a crowd estimated at 100,000. 
Another entertainment highlight was Christmas Eve of 1924 when a native 
son, Misha Elman, gave a performance.

Lotta Crabtree made her first public visit to the fountain in November of 
1915 when she made a sentimental visit from her home in Boston. She 
placed a wreath of flowers at the fountain and received the p laudits of 
a crowd estimated at 10,000. Mayor James Rolph presided.

In 1960, a re-creation of the performance of Madame Tetrazzini was held 
at the fountain. Mayor George Christopher presided.

Each April, on the anniversary of the 1906 earthquake, a group of San 
Franciscans meet at 5:18 a.m. at Lotta's Fountain to conduct a memorial 
service.

In 1974, as part of the $24.5 million beautification program of Market 
Street, the fountain was renovated and painted. Dedication ceremonies 
were held on 20 August 1974 with speeches by Chief Administrative 
Officer Thomas Mellon and Board of Supervisor President Dianne Feinstein,

The two concluded the ceremonies by drinking the first water turned on 
from the renovated fountain. This was the same manner in which Mayor 
Otis and other dignitaries ended their ceremonies some 100 years before.
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