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1. Name of Property 

historic name Walden Street Cattle Pass 

Other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number adjacent to MBTA r ight-of-way at Walden Street 

city or town Cambridge 

JSlM not for publication 

N^vicinity 

state. 
Massachusetts . M A . Middlesex 

code county code zip code 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this E nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
EM meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide H locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

ive Director 
Preservation Officer 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby/ertify that the property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

n determined eligible for the 
National Register 

n See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

CD removed from the National 
Register. 

D other, (explain:) 

Entered In the  
national Register 

Date of Action 
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Name of Property 
M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y , MA 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one boxj 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

• private 
• public-local 
a public-State 
• public-Federal 

i • hUildni'g^^ 
• district JW*-''^"'-'^' 
• site yy^^ 
13 structure ' 
• object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

y 

buildings 

sites 

. structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

C a m b r i d g e MRA 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
In the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: animal f a c i l i t y 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

VANCANT/NOT IN USE 

Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

No S ty le 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ^^lc.k 

walls Brick 

Brick roof 

other Rubble granite abutments; rubble 

granite re ta in ing wal l 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Walden S t ree t C a t t l e Pass 
Name of Property 

M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y , MA 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

S A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

S B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

• C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lacl< 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is lil<ely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

{Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

AGRICULTURE 

COMMERCE 

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 

1857 - 1869 

Significant Dates 
1857 (construction present brick pass) 

1869 (closure of slaughterhouse) 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Potter. Henry (1800-1876) 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

TTnknr)wn 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

• State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
E Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



W a l d e n S t r e e t C a t t l e P a s s 

Name of Property 
M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y , MA 

County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property l ess than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 A J ] I 3l 2i 5l Ol 6i d I 4 d 9 ^ 9 6 d 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I I I I I \ \ I I I I I I I I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the twundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

J L _L J L 
Zone Easting Northing 

J L J L 
• See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

Sarah Zimmerman, Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission and Betsy Fredberg, NR Director, 
name/title MHC 

organization 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission d. t . A p r i l 1994 

street & number. 
80 Boylston Street 

city or town Boston state 

telephone. 

MA 

(617) 727-8470 

zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this Item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number. 

city or town 

telephone. 

state. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The Walden Str e e t C a t t l e Pass i s adjacent t o a l a r g e r span which 
c a r r i e s t r a f f i c on Walden Street over a two-track r i g h t - o f - w a y 
c u r r e n t l y used f o r the Massachusetts Bay T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y 
(MBTA) commuter r a i l system. The bridge, which i s 85' long and 
43.3' wide, co n s i s t s of two sections: a double-barreled 
through-plate g i r d e r bridge w i t h a s t e e l s u p e r s t r u c t u r e supported 
on l a r g e , rubble-block g r a n i t e abutments and an a d j o i n i n g 
s e m i c i r c u l a r s i n g l e - a r c h b r i c k span. The bridge i s set a t a 
s l i g h t (26°) skew and spans a cut roughly 20' deep. The subject 
of the present nomination i s the s i n g l e - a r c h b r i c k span s e c t i o n 
of the b r i d g e ; the remainder of the s t r u c t u r e i s considered 
n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g . • • • - " , 

The c a t t l e pass 
(probably of l o 
w i t h a coarse 1 
w i t h face r i n g s 
surface of face 
pass i s earthen 
wide by 8'10" h 
g r a n i t e b r i d g e 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l 
another 7.5' a t 

i s constructed of s o f t , red common b r i c k 
c a l Cambridge manufacture) l a i d i n common bond V 
ime mortar. The entrances to the tunnel are set 
of four courses of header b r i c k . An inner 
b r i c k l i n e s the spandrel w a l l s . The f l o o r of the 

The tunnel's dimensions are 30' long by 12' 
i g h . Flared abutments of b r i c k t i e i n t o the 
foundation on the south and a rubble g r a n i t e 
on the n o r t h . The abutments extend the tunnel by 
each end. 

The Walden Str e e t C a t t l e Pass was constructed i n 1857, when 
Walden Str e e t was l a i d out from Vassall Lane to North (now 
Massachusetts) Avenue. At t h a t time, the s t r e e t passed through a 
l a r g e p a r c e l of land owned by Henry Potter, owner of a packing 
house and f e e d l o t s i n Cambridge and p r o p r i e t o r of a p r o v i s i o n 
business i n Boston. A l a r g e r e g i o n a l market f o r the sale of 
c a t t l e had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1831 a t Porter's Hotel, the pens 
f o r which were lo c a t e d adjacent t o Henry Potter's land. At the 
time of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the c a t t l e pass i n 1857, the market 
was s t i l l an a c t i v e and important r e g i o n a l center of the c a t t l e 
trade. I n order f o r Potter's c a t t l e t o graze f r e e l y on h i s 
f e e d l o t s , c o n t i n u a l access across Walden Street was c r i t i c a l . 
The c a t t l e pass provided t h a t access u n t i l the f e e d l o t s were 
u l t i m a t e l y s o l d f o r development i n 1869. 

As o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t , the Walden Street Bridge was a wooden t r u s s 
s t r u c t u r e , probably 30' wide (the same dimension as the tunnel 
length) and supported on the g r a n i t e p i e r s t h a t remain i n place 
today. The foundations have been augmented and the 

•y.'X'y-

A^-

(continued) 
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s u p e r s t r u c t u r e replaced several times since 1857. The f i r s t such 
e f f o r t occurred i n 1875, when the timber deck of the o r i g i n a l 
b ridge r o t t e d through. 

Despite the c l o s i n g of the Cambridge c a t t l e market i n the l a t e 
1860s, the r i v a l Brighton c a t t l e market, an older and l a r g e r 
venue, operated u n t i l 1956. C a t t l e were d r i v e n through Cambridge 
from Porter S t a t i o n south t o Sparks Street and thence t o Brighton 
as l a t e as the 1920s. 

I n August, 1875, a drove of 86 c a t t l e crossing the Walden Street 
Bridge f e l l through t o the tracks below, k i l l i n g e i g h t cows and 
i n j u r i n g many more. A debate ensued over the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
the bridge's r e p a i r , w i t h the c i t y and the r a i l r o a d company each 
c a l l i n g f o r the other t o step forward. U l t i m a t e l y , the c i t y p a i d 
f o r the r e p a i r s . The r e p o r t of the superintendent of s t r e e t s f o r 
1875 s t a t e d , "The bridge has been r e b u i l t s u b s t a n t i a l l y as 
before, w i t h the a d d i t i o n of sidewalks . . . and was reopened f o r 
p u b l i c t r a v e l Dec. 14, having been closed three and one h a l f 
months." (Annual Report, 1875, p. 114) 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s took place i n 1892, when the bridge was 
thoroughly r e b u i l t . A c o n t r a c t f o r $33 00 was l e t t o the King 
Bridge Company of Cleveland, Ohio t o erect a s t e e l and i r o n - p l a t e 
g i r d e r b r i d g e 63' long and 42' wide. New parapet stones and 
seats f o r the bridge were added t o the o l d abutments a t a cost of 
$2400. Further r e p a i r s t o the r a i l r o a d bridge were made i n 1914 
and 1938. None of these e f f o r t s are be l i e v e d t o have included 
the c a t t l e pass. 

The surfaces of the c a t t l e pass are a t present severely 
d e t e r i o r a t e d though the s t r u c t u r e appears sound. The face r i n g s 
at the east end of the tunnel appear t o have been cut away to 
accommodate r e p a i r s made t o the superstr u c t u r e , w h i l e a larg e 
s e c t i o n of the face b r i c k on the south spandrel w a l l has f a l l e n 
away. The porous b r i c k of the tunnel i s h e a v i l y e f f l o r e s c e d . 
The approaches t o the tunnel are densely overgrown w i t h weeds and 
saplings, w h i l e the span i t s e l f i s strewn w i t h t r a s h and has been 
used as a s h e l t e r . G r a f f i t i covers the w a l l s of the tunnel and 
the g r a n i t e abutments of the bridge. E f f o r t s by the MBTA t o cope 
w i t h g r a f f i t i have r e s u l t e d i n the p a i n t i n g of the abutments w i t h 
gray enamel. , . . 

(continued) 
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I t does not appear t h a t any r e p a i r s or a l t e r a t i o n s of the c a t t l e * 
pass have occurred since i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . A s i d i n g a b u t t i n g the 
pass has been unused f o r many years and i s now overgrown. The 

".' only other landscape f e a t u r e of note i s a g r a n i t e rubble 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l running f o r some 30' along the slope of the 
r a i l r o a d cut on the n o r t h side. 

t 

H Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n ,' H' .. 

' No p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are recorded i n the v i c i n i t y of the c a t t l e 
pass or i n the general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . L o c a t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the pr o p e r t y (slope, drainage, distance t o 
water) are not p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l s u i t e d f o r p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s . 
I n general, the p o t e n t i a l f o r s i g n i f i c a n t archaeological 
s u r v i v a l s , e i t h e r p r e h i s t o r i c or h i s t o r i c i s low because of 
i n t e n s i v e h i s t o r i c development i n the area, p a r t i c u l a r l y bridge, 
r a i l l i n e , and c a t t l e pass c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

(end) „•,• , ' 'Ay.:.. r .'Z 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Walden Str e e t C a t t l e Pass, a roughly s e m i c i r c u l a r s i n g l e - a r c h 
b r i c k tunnel l o c a t e d beneath the Walden Street Bridge and 

• i adjacent t o the M e t r o p o l i t a n Boston T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y ' s (MBTA) ' 
commuter r a i l r i g h t - o f - w a y , i s l o c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i a 
A and B of the Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I t s primary 

A-': s i g n i f i c a n c e r e l a t e s t o the h i s t o r y of the c a t t l e trade i n mid 
19th-century Cambridge as w e l l as the process of the c i t y ' s . 
subsequent suburbanization. Of lesser s i g n i f i c a n c e are the 
s t r u c t u r e ' s associations w i t h Henry Potter, a wealthy p r o v i s i o n 

. merchant whose land was traversed by the r a i l r o a d and whose 
, • • c a t t l e business r e l i e d on the tun n e l . 

C a t t l e Trade i n Cambridge ( A g r i c u l t u r e ) 

s • The purpose of the Walden Street C a t t l e Pass was t o provide 
continued access f o r c a t t l e grazing on Henry Potter's f e e d l o t s 
once t h a t land had been b i s e c t e d by Walden Str e e t i n 1857 (see 
1854 Henry Wa l l i n g map). The pass may also have a s s i s t e d i n the 
d r i v i n g of c a t t l e from a r a i l r o a d s i d i n g on the east side of 
Walden S t r e e t t o Potter's land and slaughterhouse on the west 
side of the s t r e e t . A f t e r 1869, when Potter closed h i s 

\ ^ slaughterhouse and s o l d h i s p r o p e r t y f o r s u b d i v i s i o n , the pass 

^' (continued) 
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f e l l i n t o disuse and has not been used since. 

. . The c a t t l e stockyards and markets of Cambridge, e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
' I the area of North Cambridge now known as Porter Square i n the 

e a r l y 19th century, were p a r t of an important r e g i o n a l i n d u s t r y 
i n 19th-century Boston, the p r o v i s i o n i n g of a growing c i t y and 
r e gion and the export of quartered beef and l i v e c a t t l e from the 
p o r t of Boston t o f o r e i g n and domestic markets. 

The c a t t l e y a r d s of Porter Square evolved because of the area's 
p o s i t i o n on the network of highways from the i n t e r i o r of 
Middlesex County t o Boston. The Concord Highway ( l a t e r North and 
now Massachusetts Avenue), Medford-Charlestown Road (Beech 
Street) and Middlesex Turnpike (Beacon and Hampshire Streets) met 
at Porter Square. I n 1775, an important r e g i o n a l c a t t l e market 

• ' was e s t a b l i s h e d a t Brighton, Massachusetts, j u s t south of 
Cambridge across the Charles River and o r i g i n a l l y a p a r i s h of 
Cambridge known as L i t t l e Cambridge. The Brighton c a t t l e market 
and a b b a t o i r p r o v i s i o n e d the Continental Army when i t was 
headquartered i n Cambridge i n 1775 and continued t o operate u n t i l 
1956. 

C a t t l e being d r i v e n from i n l a n d farms t o the Brighton market 
passed through Porter Square, leading t o the establishment f i r s t 

; of a drovers' tavern a t Beech Str e e t and Massachusetts Avenue 
(Davenport Tavern, 1806) and then, i n 1831, t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of a slaughterhouse, h o t e l and feed l o t s on Massachusetts Avenue 
at Porter Road. The h o t e l and slaughterhouse, b u i l t by Sylvester 
Edson, were purchased by Zechariah Porter i n 1837. The h o t e l , 
renamed Porter's C a t t l e Market Hotel, became the center of the 
community's s o c i a l l i f e and a North Cambridge landmark. I n 1833, ; 
Henry P o t t e r had e s t a b l i s h e d h i s slaughterhouse a t the rear of 

.. h i s land, a l a r g e p a r c e l t h a t ran from Massachusetts Avenue south 
to Richdale Avenue and Walden S t r e e t . 

A branch r a i l l i n e b u i l t t o t r a n s p o r t i c e from Fresh Pond t o the 
wharves of Charlestown opened i n 1842. I n 1843, the Charlestown 

• . B r a n c h R a i l r o a d merged w i t h the Fitchburg Railroad, which became 
; the region's main east-west hauler of f r e i g h t . The c a t t l e trade 

b e n e f i t t e d immediately. Stock from c e n t r a l Massachusetts, 
southern New Hampshire and Vermont could be shipped d i r e c t l y t o 
the c a t t l e market and slaughterhouses a t Porter Square, processed 
and sent on f o r l o c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n a t Boston's markets or shipped 

' ' t o wider markets from the p o r t of Boston. 

„ . • • '. ' " ' . y - A ' y • 

(continued) y-n:-;, 
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The c a t t l e trade remained v i a b l e u n t i l the 1860s, when the l o c a l 
meat-packing i n d u s t r y , supported by vast r a i l networks t o the mid 
West and f a r West, began operating on a n a t i o n a l scale. The 
e a r l y meat-packing s i t e s could not accommodate t h i s s h i f t and new 
meat-packing companies located i n l a r g e i n d u s t r i a l areas adjacent 
to the M i l l e r ' s River i n East Cambridge. This process was 
abetted by the process of r e s i d e n t i a l development t h a t displaced 
the small f r i n g e i n d u s t r i e s of the e a r l y 19th-century. However, 
c a t t l e were brought by r a i l t o Porter's S t a t i o n and d r i v e n 
through the s t r e e t s t o Brighton u n t i l the 1920s. 

C r i t e r i o n A: Suburbanization of North Cambridge 
(Community Planning & Development) 

Despite the success of the c a t t l e yards, the i n c r e a s i n g 
suburbanization of North Cambridge a f t e r the mid-century 
u l t i m a t e l y l e d t o t h e i r closure as r e s i d e n t s would no longer 
t o l e r a t e the noisome e f f e c t s of the trade. The death i n 1868 of 
Zechariah Porter (the p r o p r i e t o r of the c a t t l e market, owner of 
the Porter House Hotel, and eponym of Porter Square) and Henry 
Potter's r e t i r e m e n t from the p r o v i s i o n business i n 1869 s i g n a l l e d 
the end of the trade and opened the area f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 
development. I n the years f o l l o w i n g , the stock yards and feed 
l o t s were l a i d out as Porter, Creighton, Regent, Walden, 
Richdale, Hubbard, and Raymond s t r e e t s and subdivided w i t h 
houselots. The area developed sl o w l y over the next 30 years w i t h 
a mix of modest s i n g l e and two-family houses and some i n d u s t r i a l 
uses. 

. ^ -•. y • • i 
The p r o p e r t y on which the Walden Street C a t t l e Pass stands was 
p a r t of a l a r g e p a r c e l of land owned assembled by Henry Potte r . 
P o t t e r began purchasing land near Porter Square i n 1827, s t a r t i n g 
w i t h three parcels of land t o t a l l i n g 32 acres and l o c a t e d between 
present-day Creighton Street and Cogswell Avenue (South Middlesex 
Re g i s t r y of Deeds, Book 275, pp. 239-241). He continued t o 
acquire land surrounding t h a t p a r c e l through the 1830s and 1840s, 
not beginning t o s e l l any of these holdings u n t i l the 1850s. 

At the southwestern corner of t h i s p r o p e r t y (behind 107-133 
Walden S t r e e t ) , i n 1833, Potter erected a slaughterhouse. The 
W a l l i n g map shows a pathway running from two b u i l d i n g s on North 
Avenue down to Potter's "Packing House". The map also i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t an a l l e e of trees ran from Porter's c a t t l e pens to Potter's 
North Avenue b u i l d i n g s , which tax records s t a t e were a la r g e 
house and one o u t b u i l d i n g (valued at $15,000 i n 1855) and a small 

(continued) 
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. house (valued at $4,000). (The large house was probably Potter's 
"• residence i n the 1840s.) Presumably, Potter would purchase 

l i v e s t o c k a t the market, grazing them on h i s adjacent land (which 
was probably maintained as feed l o t s ) before t a k i n g them f o r 
slaughter i n h i s slaughterhouse. Packed beef could then be 
t r a n s p o r t e d t o h i s p r o v i s i o n s t o r e i n Boston f o r sale. 

I n 1842, the Charlestown Branch Rai l r o a d opened a f r e i g h t l i n e 
across Potter's land i n a cut j u s t n o r t h of h i s slaughterhouse. 
The l e g i s l a t i o n e s t a b l i s h i n g the branch l i n e s p e c i f i e d fencing 
the r i g h t - o f - w a y w i t h i n 100 f e e t of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of North 
Avenue and M i l k Row (Somerville Avenue), but across Potter's 
land, the r i g h t - o f - w a y was not fenced and access t o the 
slaughterhouse over the t r a c k s would have been maintained 
(although P o t t e r c e r t a i n l y would have fenced h i s own land t o 
c o n t a i n h i s c a t t l e ) . 

Impediments t o Potter's f r e e use of h i s land d i d not e x i s t u n t i l 
1857, when the C i t y of Cambridge purchased a r i g h t - o f - w a y along 
an o l d rangeway running from Vassal Lane northeast t o Garden 
Street and then along an e x i s t i n g lane to the bottom of Potter's 
p r o p e r t y (South Middlesex Registry of Deeds, Book 800, page 266). 
The road continued as a 40' r i g h t - o f - w a y northeast t o North 
Avenue, b i s e c t i n g Potter's land. To c a r r y the road across the 20 
foot-deep r a i l r o a d cut, a wooden bridge w i t h g r a n i t e f o o t i n g s was 
erected. 

The Mayor's Address published i n the 1861 Annual Report of the 
c i t y noted the acceptance of two new s t r e e t s ( a c t u a l l y two 
sections of what would be named Walden S t r e e t ) . The mayor, James 
D. Green, proclaimed: 

these two s t r e e t s w i l l a f f o r d accommodation, which has been 
long and g r e a t l y needed, t o a large and i n c r e a s i n g 
p o p u l a t i o n , and w i l l b r i n g i n t o the market an extensive 

• t r a c t of land e l i g i b l e f o r b u i l d i n g purposes, which w i l l 
^ doubtless ere long add much to the taxable p r o p e r t y of the 
JF f ' f ' City. 

The s t r e e t confirmed the f u t u r e of the area f o r r e s i d e n t i a l use 
but impeded Potter's access t o h i s land. Possibly as a c o n d i t i o n 
of the c i t y ' s purchase, the arched c a t t l e pass was constructed i n 
the foundation of the n o r t h end of the bridge, thereby enabling 

' c a t t l e t o t r a v e l f r e e l y between the two sections of Potter's 
land, a v o i d i n g the road. .•, .. -

" . V (continued) 
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' Roughly concurrent w i t h the C i t y ' s i n f r a s t r u c t u r e investment i n 
the r e s i d e n t i a l development of the Walden Street area were 
Potter's own e f f o r t s t o improve h i s holdings w i t h houses. 
Beginning i n 1855, when Potter deeded some land on North Avenue 
to the North Cambridge B a p t i s t Society, he worked t o open a new 
r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t along the western edge of h i s property. By 
1857, f i v e houses stood on the west side of Cogswell Avenue, a l l ,. 
of them subject t o deed r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed by Po t t e r which .. 
p r o h i b i t e d the conduct of any "nauseous or o f f e n s i v e business 
whatever", i n c l u d i n g "the business of Butcher, Soap B o i l e r , 
Brewer, Tanner, Dyer, Founder, Brickmaker [ o r ] L i v e r y Stable 
Keeper" (South Middlesex Registry of Deeds, book 790, pp. •• 
278-280). 

I n 1869, a year a f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t . Potter s o l d 24.6 acres of 
land on the south side of the Fitchburg r i g h t - o f - w a y t o the New 
England B r i c k Company f o r r e s i d e n t i a l development (South 
Middlesex R e g i s t r y of Deeds, Book 1074, page 411). Plans on f i l e 
at the South Middlesex Registry of Deeds (Plan Book 17A, plan 11) 
show the land p l a t t e d w i t h 121 l o t s , which were b u i l t up slowly 
through the end of the century. 

i-y-' By 1873, when the f i r s t a t l a s of the c i t y was published, much of 
' Potter's land n o r t h of the tracks had been developed w i t h 

; • housing, w h i l e a few houses were s c a t t e r e d across the l o t s to the 
south. The t r e n d t o r e s i d e n t i a l use of the area, begun i n 1857 
w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Walden Str e e t , was w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d by 
then. • 

- " C r i t e r i o n B: Henry Potte r 1800-1876 (Commerce) ' ' . 

The man responsible f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the c a t t l e pass, 
Henry Potter, was a wealthy p r o v i s i o n merchant and entrepreneur 
i n mid 19th-century Cambridge and Boston. Self-made, he was 
l i s t e d thus i n The Rich Men of Massachusetts, an 1852 "Who's Who" 
of 2,000 notable Massachusetts men: "Henry Potte r . $100,000 [ h i s • 
reputed f o r t u n e ] . Began poor. Beef packer and dealer i n the 
market. Has supported h i s parents, i s a benevolent man." 
(Forbes, p. 106) . . . . 

The son of Jacob and Lucy Brooks Potter, Henry was born i n ' ' 
Concord, Massachusetts i n 1800. His f a t h e r , a c a p t a i n i n the 
Revolutionary army, was of unknown occupation. The younger 
Potter seems to have been t y p i c a l of the "outsiders" described i n 

:, Henry Binford's h i s t o r y of e a r l y 19th-century Cambridge 

(continued) 4-y 
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development. The First Suburbs (1985): young men drawn by A.y ''^:/^-^;'*--^ 
economic o p p o r t u n i t y from the a g r i c u l t u r a l h i n t e r l a n d s t o the ' t' 
f r i n g e i n d u s t r i e s t h a t grew up i n Boston's inner suburbs. Though 
he l i v e d i n Cambridge a l l h i s a d u l t l i f e . P otter's business and 
personal connections were not centered i n the t r a d i t i o n a l a f f a i r s : v 
of the c i t y . Rather they focussed on the North 
Cambridge/Somerville v i l l a g e a t Porter Square and, even more . 

%iA'S^'f^ i m p o r t a n t l y , on Boston, a short commute down the Fitchburg V'W**' 
Rail r o a d from Porter S t a t i o n , 

P o t t e r ' s - f i r s t business part n e r , Thomas J. Leland, came from 
Somerville, the next c i t y n o r t h of Cambridge; the two owned 
pr o p e r t y f u r t h e r down the Fitchburg r a i l l i n e i n Somerville, as *\̂ ' 

I w e l l as pasturage on the Somerville side of North Avenue. : " .'•v.. -
Potter's second partner, Reuben E. Demmon, likewise came from 

* ' ,1 •, Somerville, as did his wife, Abigail Livermore Giles, whom Potter 
: " married in 1843. ¥ y 

Henry Potter's Cambridge slaughterhouse operated from 1833 t o , • 
1869, and was supplemented, f o r a t l e a s t a p a r t of t h a t time, by 
a second slaughterhouse he owned i n Brighton (South Middlesex 

< R e g i s t r y of Deeds, Book 353, pages 204-05). His o b i t u a r y (Boston 
<• / D a i l y A d v e r t i s e r , Saturday, A p r i l 1, 1876) s t a t e d P o t t e r s t a r t e d 

' y ,• i n the p r o v i s i o n business a t the Boylston Market at Boylston and 
' y': Washington s t r e e t s i n what i s now the Chinatown s e c t i o n of Boston 

and moved by 1837 t o quarters i n Fanueil H a l l Market, where h i s y ' : 
f i r m remained u n t i l h i s re t i r e m e n t i n 1868. Potter could supply 

. -f h i s Boston market w i t h beef f a t t e n e d and slaughtered on h i s 
' property, commuting from Cambridge on re g u l a r r a i l connections t o ......... 

North S t a t i o n , a short walk from Faneuil H a l l Market. 

Potter's success i n the p r o v i s i o n business allowed him t o venture r •• 
;•' i n t o r e a l e s t a t e development, converting h i s l a r g e landholdings ,. . ' 

i n t o r e s i d e n t i a l s u b d i v i s i o n s and generating even greater wealth, 
Described i n 1827 as a yeoman i n the deed f o r h i s f i r s t land 
purchase, by 1860, Potter was the e i g h t h l a r g e s t taxpayer i n ' ,. ' * 
Cambridge ( B i n f o r d , p. 168). On h i s death i n 1876, Potter's -A. 
estate was valued a t over $200,000. Potter's death c e r t i f i c a t e 
i d e n t i f i e s him as a "gentleman." Potter, h i s parents, w i f e and • 
two of h i s three c h i l d r e n are b u r i e d i n a prominent l o t a t Mount .A 
Auburn Cemetery (Poplar Avenue #783). • ;. 

Potter also served the North Cambridge community i n other ways. 
, ' An i n c o r p o r a t o r of the Cambridge Market Bank, an i n s t i t u t i o n 

founded by North Cambridge businessmen i n 1851 near Porter's 

(continued) . . 
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Hotel, P o t t e r served as an o f f i c e r of the bank f o r many years. 
He also donated land at Cogswell and North avenues i n 1855 t o 
all o w the North Cambridge B a p t i s t Society t o erect a church. 
Whether P o t t e r himself was a member of the s o c i e t y i s unclear, 
but given h i s longstanding commitment t o the area, i t i s not 
u n l i k e l y . 
While the c a t t l e tunnel i s the only known s u r v i v i n g resource i n 
Cambridge associated w i t h Potter's business, h i s homestead at 1 
Potter Park i n Cambridge i s an e x t r a o r d i n a r y and l o c a l l y unique 
s t r u c t u r e . B u i l t i n 1839-1840 and purchased by Potte r i n 1849, 
the l a r g e Greek Revival house was moved i n 1883 by Potter's son 
and h e i r and exuberantly modernized w i t h a p p l i e d decorative 
d e t a i l s . Henry Staples P o t t e r also subdivided the l o t a t t h a t 
time, c r e a t i n g P o t t e r Park, a cul-de-sac o f f Linnaean Street 
south of Porter Square and b u i l d i n g the houses a t 2 and 3-4 
Potter Park. 

(end) 
y . Y 
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(end) 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA " ' 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n ' " ' 

The Walden Str e e t C a t t l e Pass i s bounded by a polygon defined as 
a l i n e appearing on Cambridge Planning Department quadrangle #16 
(1 " = 100'). The nominated p r o p e r t y includes the Walden Street 
Bridge ( i t s s u p e r s t r u c t u r e and abutments), the Walden Street 
C a t t l e Pass, and 100 f e e t of the MBTA right-o f - w a y . 

Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The nominated p r o p e r t y i s j u s t i f i e d as the f u l l 40' w i d t h of the 
Walden S t r e e t Bridge, as w e l l as the f u l l 70' le n g t h of the 
ri g h t - o f - w a y over which the bridge was f i r s t constructed i n 1857. 
Included w i t h i n the nominated area are two 35-foot deep areas 
a b u t t i n g the entrances t o the c a t t l e pass and i n c o r p o r a t i n g a 
p o r t i o n of the g r a n i t e rubble r e t a i n i n g w a l l on the northeast 
side of the c a t t l e pass and a s i m i l a r approach on the northwest 
side of the c a t t l e pass. The b u f f e r zone i s j u s t i f i e d by i t s 

' ( c o n t i n u e d ) ^ , • 
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s t r u c t u r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the p h y s i c a l i n t e g r i t y of the slope 
w i t h i n which the c a t t l e pass i s located, as w e l l as i t s p h y s i c a l 
c o n t i n u i t y w i t h the northernmost abutment of the Walden Street 
Bridge. The c a t t l e pass, i t s approaches and the northernmost 
abutment are considered c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the nomination; the 
remainder of the nominated area and s t r u c t u r e are 
no n c o n t r i b u t i n g . 

(end) ' • -i^,. • 
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