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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The auditorium of the Craautauqua at Boulder, Cola., stands today 
almost as it was built and as it was dedicated on July <*, 1898.

A few changes have been made to convert the building from the gener­ 
al auditorium used throughout the day for programs of music, art and 
general culture of its earlier years to an auditorium nou used mainly 
at night for summer motion picture programs. Some of the origirjal 
decoration has been removed, at least four doorways have been modified 
and a motion picture projection booth has been installed. Seating has 
been changed from long, wooden benches on a graded dirt and sawdust 
floor to used, theater-type," generally wooden seats on a concrete floor

Designed by F. E. Hidder and E. R. Rice, Denver architects, the 
auditorium was built between May 12 and July k, 1898, by workmen of 
the McAllister Lumber Co. of Boulder. That firm undertook the project 
after the two lowest bidders failed to accept the contract or post the 
required bond.

The building combines a generally polygonal shape with a stepped 
side. The maximum dimensions are 170 by 1<*0 feet. The east facade 
is stepped, ornate and towered. The building then decreases in size 
toward the stage area, which is toward the west. While technically 
only one storey in height, the building is entirely open on the inside 
from the ground to the rafters. These vary from about 15 feet upward 
supporting the medium gabled roof that is flanked by monitor-type 
roof areas to the north and south. There is a partial basement under 
the stage area and some crawl space adjoining. The walls of that 
area are of natural, rubble coursed stone and also form the only known 
foundation involved in the structure.

I he sides of the building are vertical board and batten. Upward 
sliding doors on the north, east and south sides formerly provided 
both access and ventilation for the structure. Most of these now are 
used on a restricted basis for ventilation or as emergency exits. InesEt 
doorways feature arcade and entablature styling. r The main entrance 
on the southwest side has been modified with a general boxed pillar 
construction and overhead, Sliding opening. The other most-used entry 
is at the northeast and has been modified to become a hinged opening 
but otherwise still matches other doorways. Two others of the many 
original doors have been modified to be hinged doorways with emergency 
exit hardware. Thin wall and ceiling baffles have been built _ inside 
the aouthwest and northeast entryways to reduce natural light in ̂ the 
building during the early summer evening hours when programs begin.

Shortly after it was built, the only windows on the west " stage 
side were replaced with non-moveable wood. It is presumed that this 
was done to reduce the back-lighting effect those windows must have 
had during daytime programs. The Bhapes of the windows still ar e 
aooarent on the outside of the building. Early in its history, too, 
a tonqCe and grooded wood, curved shell was built behind the stage 
area to help project sound into the auditorium. This construction was 
hidden for many years by curtains and drapes surrounding the motion

decoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE For mare than 75 \fB3TSf the auditorium of the Chau- 
.tbauqua at Boulder has stood prominently on a height overlooking the 
city as both an actual, physical landmark and an educational-cultural- 
entertainment landmark. It can be,seen from many parts of the city.

The building is a direct result of interstate cooperation and of 
the civic interest of 19th Century residents of Boulder. The creation 
of the Chautauqua climaxed the search by educators from the University 
of Texas for a summer study center where students and faculty would 
find more agreeable summer climate along with educational advantages 
and other attractions. The citizens of Boulder, who earlier had 
pledged half the needed funds in one night to assure the establishment 
of the University of Colorado in their city, voted the bonds necessary 
to buy the Chautauqua site and construct its first buildings, includ­ 
ing the auditorium. That structure was built in less than 60 days 
and dedicated on Oft-iy U, 1898. It has served since as a surjmer center 
for varied programs. It has housed the change from such earlier 
attractions as Sousa's band; the orgtions of Charles Evans Hughes, 
William Jennings Bryan, Billy Sunday and others, through recitals, 
theatricals, readings and travel lectures to the modern movies of 
LJalt Disney, John Uayne and many o'thers. Now the auditorium is used 
primarily for the presentation of family-rated motion pictures night­ 
ly during the summer. But it has been used in recent years for 
choral concerts, an historical fashion show, and the opening program 
of a revival of the Chautauqua idea of touring clutural programs 
under the auspices of the Colorado Council on the Arts.

Generations of Boulder residents and visitors have enjoyed the 
programs in the auditorium; even as the focus of those programs 
changed with changing times and standards.

The building stands in a 91 acre park owned by the city. It is 
operated by the non-profit Chautauqua Association (formerly the Texas- 
Colorado Chautauqua Association), an organization of interested city 
residents, Texas cottage owner representatives and city officials. 
Around it are open space—both developed and undeveloped; playgrounds, 
a dining hall structure built at thE2 same time but more altered from 
its origiBBl appearance; cottages that replaced the tents used for 
housing visitors in the early years; two lodges, a community house, 
the former classroom building now used for offices, and varied 
picnic and natural areas. The whole complex is used by a number of 
persons: Visitors from Texas and other states in the summer; Univer­ 
sity of Colorado student and young faculty couples for school-year 
housing; and residents and visitors all year for recreation and 
entertainment._______________________________________:_____________
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Files of the Boulder Daily Camera, News, Herald and (Mews- 
Herald, to be found at the Colorado University Libraries, 
the State Historical Society of ^olorado and the Daily Camera 
library. 
Files and records of the Chautauqua at that office and at the 
office of the Boulder Daily Camera.
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