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The exact number, type, and location of structures at Rancho Estelle are 
unknown. Those structures that do remain are all in various states of ruin, 
Some stabilization work has been done, but all are presently endangered. 
They are as follows:

BBH-12, Sublett Farm House: This structure was a one-story adobe house 
having a cane and viga roof. It contained 2 rooms separated by a central 
hall, and a covered porch across the front of the structure.

BBH-13, Farm Hand's Casita: Typical Mexican farm worker's adobe home. One- 
story adobe structure, walls capped with stone. Cane and viga roof. Con­ 
tained 2 rooms.

BBH-14^ Adobe Shed: One-st6ry, single room adobe structure which served
variously as a warehouse and store.'The roof is gone and the walls are 
deteriorating.

BBH-15, Stone Farm House: This stone structure consisted of 2 apartments
separated by a day room, at the end of which was an outdoor cooking area 
and fireplace. Substantial stonework walls are still fairly intact, but the 
roof is now gone. The structure probably housed farm workers.

BBH-139, Dorgan Residence: One-story ranch home of adobe and stone wall con­ 
struction. The core of the house is a 30' x 30' living room with 3 smaller 
rooms and a porch extending from the central square giving a total floor 
space of ca. 1,200 sq. ft. A unique feature of the construction is the' 
large square main room with a 2-way fireplace in the center made of petrified 
wood and acting as a structural pier supporting huge log beams extending to 
the corners of the room forming a hipped, almost flat, roof with a large 
chimney at the apex. The house is now roofless and in ruins. Lintels over 
the main entranceare^carefully selected cured logs forming segmental arches. 
Floors are concrete slab. Floor plan consists of the large main room and 
smaller rooms on the northeast and southwest sides. The southeast side 
opened to a covered terrace or ramada overlooking the flood plain of the 
Rio Grande and Mexico to the south. Walls plastered exterior and interior. 
Mr. Dorgan was said to be the son-in-law of James Sublett and an associate 
in the enterprise.

Proposed level of treatment: Preservation.

Estimated cost of treatment: $15,000 initially, $1,000 P/A thereafter
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James Sublett was one of the first settlers in the Big Bend area to actively 
farm the Rio Grande flood plain on a large scale., rln partnership with 
Clyde Buttrill, he farmed the area and operated tHie "store at what came to 
be known as Castalon or La Harmonia Farm, several miles downstream.

When the Buttrill-Sublett partnership broke up, Sublett purchased 4 sections 
of land at the present location and*under the name of Grand Canyon Farms, 
Sublett and his associates operated what came to be known as Rancho Estelle.

Rancho Estelle derives its primary significance from its importance in 
depicting the flood plain farming activity along the Rio Grande, and is a 
good and representative example of such. Additionally, the Dorgan House 
has outstanding architectural merit among remaining structures of its time, 
type, and place.
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2. LOCATION

Rancho Estelle is located near the Rio Grande River between Castalon and 
Santa Elena Canyon. The structures are situated on the north side of Park 
Route 9 approximately 4.5 miles from the Castalon junction.


