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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Samuel Bucknam House of Columbia Falls was built in 1820-1 and is one of
the finest Federal period Cape style houses in the State of Maine.

The clapboarded house, which faces north-west, is of frame construction on a
granite foundation and consists of a gabled roof over 1% stories. A l-story kitchen
ell is attached to the north-east side of the house. The roofs of both house and
ell are covered with asphalt shingles and each features a central chimmey, capped
with. a1 arched Brick cover.

The house facade is five bays wide with central doorway. This entrance contains
a single daor with wooden fan ahove and a louvered shutter to each side. There is
a pair of Doric pilasters on either side of the door, and above the outer pilasters
are carved wooden - umng, in relief. The four facade windows are 9/6 and simply frémed.

The south-west end of the house is 3 bays wide (9/6 windows) on the first story
and contains 2 windows (6/6) in the half story. Here as elsewhere, the windows are
flanked by exterior louvered wooden shutters.: - a

The ell facade contains a simple doorway just left of center and two 9/6 windows
to the right.

Like the exterior, the interior of the Bucknam House is exceptionally well pre-
served. Original wallpaper survives in the parlor, and delicate beaded moldings
highlight friezes, mantelpieces, and door frames.-

The Samuel Bucknam House, today as remote as when it was built, is in remarkably
fine condition.
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STATEMENT OF SI GNIFICANCE

Built by Samuel Bucknam in 1820v21 this Federal Cape is one of the most omately
finished houses of its kind in Maine. The delicate wood carving on the interior and
around the front door was the work of Alyah Peterson who came to Columbia Falls from
»Duxbury, Massachusetts: in 1820 with Aaron Sherman, the master carpenter. Sherman des-
signed and Peterson did the carying for the magnificent Ruggles House (N.R. 1/27/70)
fiearly ' across the street. It is presumed that Sherman also congtructed the Bucknam
House.

Samuel Bucknam (1788-1867) was the grandson of John Bucknam, one of the earliest
settlers in the region who arrived from North Yarmouth, Maine in 1773, He acquired, along
with Capt. Joseph Wilson, the first mill privilege in Columbia (as the community was then
called) and established a thriving lumber business. He proceeded to marry Mary Wilsonm,
daughter of Joseph, and thus conselidatedthe holdings of the two families. By the 1780Q's,
he had also established a shipyard on the Pleasant River.

" John's eldest son, William inherited the husinesses and was a préminent figure in
the community, serving a number of years as town clerk. His father had died in 1792
leaving a widow who survived him By more than thirty years, William's son, Samuel, car-
ried on the family enterprises and, if we are to judge by the quality of his house, with
continuing success,

This finely detailed Federal Cape with its ties to the earliest origins of Colum-
bia Falls is an important local landmark as well as an outstanding decorative achieve~
ment.
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