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1. Name of Property

historicname ___ Bryan House

other names/site number Plant House; Ranch Azalee

2. Location

street & number 2086 Harold Montgomery Road NA not for publication
city or town Doyline X__vicinity
state Louisiana code LA county Webster code 119 zipcode 71023

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this _X __ nomination ___request
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ X meets ___ does not meet the National
Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide _X locally. (___ See continuation sheet

for additional comments.
AﬂMﬂ"L— July 23, 1999

Signéturg of certlfylng‘U(fcval/T itle Jonathan Fricker Date
Depaty SHPO, Dept. of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nationgd Park Service Certification
|, hereby ¢Artify that this property is:

Date of Action

entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
___ determined eligible for the
National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
___ determined not eligible for the
National Register
__ removed from the National
Register
___ other (explain):




Bryan House
Name of property

Webster Parish, LA

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private _X building(s)
___public-local __district
___public-State __site
___public-Federal __structure
__object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

M-
M-

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat. ~Domestic

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat. Domestic_

Sub. Single Dwelling

Sub.  Single Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Federal

Greek Revival

Other: log dogtrot

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation—_ Brick

walls —  \Weatherhoard

roof Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Bryan House was built ¢.1835 and significantly enlarged some 10 to 20
years later. The original portion is of log construction with the remainder wood frame.
Located in the gently rolling countryside of southwestern Webster Parish, the house
has vernacular late Federal and Greek Revival details. It retains most of its historic
architectural fabric on both the interior and exterior.

Please refer to the attached schematic sketch map for an appreciation of the
Bryan House’s evolution. It began c.1835 as a wide story and a half log dogtrot house
with a front and rear gallery. In typical fashion, a room was located to each side of the
dogtrot corridor. Facing south, the dogtrot main block was flanked by a pair of forward
projecting single rooms. Each flanker was appended at the corner of the main block
and had its own gable roof with a front facing chimney. The flankers could be
accessed only from the front gallery. The creator of this very unusual plan must have
been familiar with the architecture of the eastern states during the late-eighteenth and
early-nineteenth centuries. Indeed, the use of these “flankers” seems to indicate a
frontierman’s attempt to create a Palladian Revival house plan. The flankers are of
frame construction but are probably contemporaneous with the log dogtrot core.

This original portion of the house features hand-planed tongue and groove
boards on all downstairs interiors -- walls and ceilings -- although the walls in two
rooms have been covered with paper. Hand-planed tongue and groove boards cover
the facades of the log walls, which would in their day have been protected under
galleries. The c.1835 portion also features 12 over 12 and 9 over 9 sash windows and
three folk Federal/Greek Revival style mantels. A fourth one has been lost (in the
flanker now used as a kitchen). The mantels have a homemade country look, featuring
blocks of wood not finished with molding. One mantel has a layered mantel shelf (in
the Federal manner) created by placing one board atop another.

The upper story of the dogtrot is a high knee-wall garret with rough hewn
exposed logs and skinned pole rafters. The high knee-wall condition and the singie
fireplace indicate that the garret was always intended for human habitation. According
to the owner, this fireplace, which now has a modern appearance, once consisted of a
very orange powdery brick. Four small windows light the garret rooms from the south
knee-wall. Due to replacement of fabric, it is not known if they are original. They
appear in a ¢.1940 photograph of the house. After that time they were reduced in size

CONTINUED
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by raising their sills to accommodate a new gallery roof (later incorporated into a sun
room addition, see below). The current staircase that ascends in the dog- trot corridor
to the garret is old but may not be original.

Some ten to twenty years after construction (c.1850), the house was significantly
enlarged and reoriented (see sketch map). A range of two rooms was added on the
east side, giving the house an overall “L” shape. The east side became the new front,
complete with a five-bay vernacular Greek Revival front gallery and a new north flanker
to balance the old flanker on the south side. The pitched roofline of the new front
incorporated the old (east) side gable of the original dogtrot. It appears as a forward-
facing gable skewed to one side of the facade. The ¢.1850 expansion also involved
cutting a door in the old east log room to provide access to the new front gallery. The
present chimney that services the fireplace in this room was undoubtedly installed at
this time.

The Greek Revival addition features flush board walls, large 6 over 6 sash
windows and one aedicule style mantel (in the flanker). At one time there were two
other mantels but these have been lost. The Greek Revival-looking mantel in the north
room next to the north flanker is a twentieth century replacement (perhaps using some
old parts). Throughout the house are two- panel doors of the type popular in the Greek
Revival period. It seems likely that they date from the ¢.1850 expansion/remodeling.

During the twentieth century the house fell into disrepair, as documented in
surviving photos. It was restored by new owners in the late 1930s/early ‘40s. In 1953
the present owner’s parents acquired the house.

Alterations made during this period are as follows:

1) The old gallery on the south side (the original front) was long gone when the
house was restored ¢.1940. A sunroom was built between the flankers at this
time, which in turn was expanded in the 1950s.

2) A covered patio was added in the northwest corner of the house.

3) A small bathroom was added behind the north flanker.

CONTINUED
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4) One of the ¢.1850 rooms was subdivided for a bathroom. (This room no
longer has a mantel.)

5) One of the ¢.1835 flankers is now a kitchen. While its mantel is gone, it still
retains its original hand-planed walls and ceilings.

6) Concrete chinking was added to the log garret. The present owner
remembers this space as a young man and indicates his father added the
present treatment because there was no chinking. (There is no evidence of
battens having been used.) The owner also recalls the ceiling as being
unfinished with the skin pole rafters visible. His father covered the ceiling
with boards. (The skin pole rafters are visible through a hole cut in this new
material.)

Assessment of Integrity:

All in all, the Bryan House retains a considerable amount of its historic fabric on
both the interior and exterior. The facade looks just as it did after the ¢.1850
expansion, complete with the very distinctive flanker configuration. In addition, the
flanker configuration on the south elevation is still intact either side of the sunroom.
Finally, the house retains its important log dogtrot core and more than enough
Federal/Greek Revival features to fully establish its architectural identity as a rural
residence of that era.

Non-Contributing Element:

A few feet to the south of the house is a modern garage.
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8. Statement of sgnificance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" next to the criteria qualifying the property for National Register (Enter categories from instructions)
listing)

Architecture

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of

a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high

artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance

individual distinction.
c. 1835, c. 1850

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information

important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations NA

(Mark "X" next to all that apply.) Significant Dates
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious ¢ 1835. c. 1850
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave. o
Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA

Cc
D acemetery.
E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
Cultural Affiliation

F a commemorative property. NA

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): NA Primary location of additional data:

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) X _ State Historic Preservation Office
has been requested. __ Other State agency

____ previously listed in the National Register __ Federal agency

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register __ Local government

____ designated a National Historic Landmark ___University

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # __ Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:
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The Bryan House is of local architectural significance within the context of
northern Louisiana as a rare example of domestic log construction. As such it
exemplifies the folk architectural tradition of the Scots-Irish/Applachian Upilanders who
were by far the principal pioneer settlement group in the region. The house is also
locally significant because with its late Federal/Greek Revival styling, it is one of very
few buildings remaining to represent Webster Parish’s earliest architectural history.

According to cultural geographer Milton Newton: “By about 1825, the shape of
Louisiana society for the next two generations had been determined. The Uplanders
had possessed north Louisiana . . . and installed their Jacksonian politics.” Log
construction was fundamental to this hardy, distinctly American pioneer stock. Indeed,
the Uplanders were the only pioneer group to consider log buildings the norm for a
permanent dwelling. Thus, one may surmise that on the eve of the Civil War, after
three or four decades of Uplander settlement, the disbursed hamlets and irregular
farms of the northern hill parishes boasted many hundreds of log houses. But today
this impressive heritage is all but gone. Standing structures surveys for the parishes of
Bienville, Lincoln, Union, Webster, Jackson, and Claiborne show a total of 23 surviving
log dwellings that are thought to be pre-Civil War. This number is probably lower,
given the fact that the surveys are from 2 to 15 years old and some of the abandoned
log buildings may have been demolished or may have fallen down. As one of the rare
survivors, the original log dogtrot core of the Bryan House is of considerable
importance to the region.

The late Federal/Greek Revival character of the house is significant within the
context of Webster Parish. The standing structures survey for the parish was
completed in 1983. At that time a total of 432 buildings over 50 years old were
identified. Although Webster Parish was settled in the 1830s and 1840s, there is very
little left from before the late nineteenth century. The vast majority of buildings
recorded in the survey are bungalows, plain cottages, Queen Anne Revival cottages,
and twentieth century commercial buildings. The Bryan House is one of only about a
dozen buildings (all residences) that survive from the late Federal/Greek Revival
period. As such, it is part of the parish’s earliest patrimony.

CONTINUED
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Historical Note:

The house takes its name from its original owners, the Bryans, who owned it
until ¢.1870. The next owners were the Plant family, who occupied the house well into
the twentieth century. Bob and Winnie Tomlinson acquired the property ¢.1940 and
undertook the previously mentioned restoration. Harold Montgomery purchased it in
1953 and named it Ranch Azalee, in honor of his wife. He lived there until his death in
1995. The present owner is his son.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Circa 1940 photos of the house before and after restoration. Copies in National
Register file, Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation.

Historic Structures Survey, Bienville, Lincoln, Union, Webster, Jackson, Claiborne
parishes. Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation.



Bryan House Webster Parish, LA
Name of property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.4 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
115 __450060  _ 3502440 3

2 4

__ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title  National Register Staff

organization Division of Historic Preservation date  June 1999
street & number P.O. Box 44247 telephone (225) 342-8160
city or town__Baton Rouge state LA zip code _70804

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name A. Harold Montgomery, Jr.
street & number __2197 Harold MontgomeryRoad ~~ telephone _work (318) 221-5135 home (318) 745-3570
city or town Doyline state _LA zip code __ 71023

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing
or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief,
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

See attached sketch map.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

Boundaries were chosen to encompass the house and to convey its immediate setting.
To have followed property lines would have meant including extensive rural acreage
(over a thousand acres).
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