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1. Name__________________

historic / Henry ' Blood /House______________________ 

and/or common____________

2. Location________________
street & number 95 South 300 West not for publication

city, town Kaysville vicinity of congressional district 0].

state Utah code 049 county Davis code Oil

3. Classification
Category Ownership

. district . public
X building(s) x Private 

... structure .. both
site Public Acquisition
object in process

being considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

religious

transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name Dennis L. and Genene C. Hill

street & number 95 South 300 West

city, town Kaysville vicinity of state UT 84037

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Davis Courthouse

street & number

city, town Farmington state UT

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Utah State Register of Historic Sites 

tltle Utah Historic SI tea Inventory/_____has this property been determined elegible? __ yes L_ no

date 1974 federal J^tate county local

depository for survey records Utah State Historical Society

city, town Salt City
state UT 84101



7. Description

Condition
 /excellent

good
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

- altered

Check one
- original site

moved date !, ' "M ",

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Henry Blood's home in Kaysville is a two story structure in the Queen Anne 
style. It was designed by William Alien, a largely self-trained 
architect/brick mason who worked extensively in Davis County. Alien's 
influence may be seen in other substantial brick and stone homes in Kaysville.

Begun ca!896 (possibly as early as 1895) the original house was a multiple 
hipped roof structure, square in general plan. An octagonal corner tower, 
side bays and hipped dormers vitalized the scheme.

Victorian exterior ornament abounds. Carved segmental window insets, turnings 
of porch elements and dormer ornament are fanciful Queen Anne characteristics.

In 1915 the home was extensively enlarged with a rear addition. With this 
addition a new kitchen, pantry and screen porch were added on the ground 
floork and bedrooms on the second floor. 'The original kitchen became a dining 
room. This extension was sympathetic to the original in scale, proportions, 
materials and detail. The rear dormer dating from this period is a facsimile 
of the originals. A hipped roof porch off the kitchen entrance has Tuscan 
supports and a low balustrade.

The interior of the hone retains its original integrity, and reflects the high 
Victorian style. The 1915 addition was as compatible and well-executed inside 
as it was outside, though the interior details reflected the Classical Revival 
style of the period and not the earlier Victorian exuberance.

Door and window surrounds are wide molded elements in the period fashion. 
Rectangular terminations contain circular molded or floral motifs. Doors have 
molded panels. Brass door hardware is extant. Sconces and girandoles for 
electric lights date from an early period, though possibly not original. The 
Dado of the dining room is Linerusta Walton molded in a low relief pattern.

The parlor fireplace displays Adamesque characteristics in the proportions of 
the flanking capitols and the applied swags. Elegantly carved, the oak 
balustrade of the stairway exhibits the eclectic tendencies of Victorian 
interior design.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

/ 1800-1899
i'"l900-

Areas of Significance   Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture economics

- ' architecture education
art engineering
commerce exploration/settlement
communications industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates ca 18c6 Builder/Architect William Alien 1870-1928

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Henry H. Blood House was built about 1896. The house is important because 
of its association with Henry H. Blood, prominent Davis County Businessman and 
Governor of Utah from 1933 to 1940. The house was designed and built by 
William Alien. One of Utah's most prominent architects, Alien designed many 
Davis County buildings although he was largely self-trained. Architecturally 
the house remains intact and sound and is an illustrative model of the late 
nineteenth century architectural tradition.

Henry H. Blood was born October 1, 1872 in Kaysville, Utah. The son of 
William Blood and Jane Wilkie Hooper, Henry H. Blood worked on his fathers 
farm and attended shool until 1901 when he left to serve a mission for the 
Church of Jesus Christ Of latter-day Saints in England. After returning home 
in 1904 he taught one year at the Brigham Young College in Logan then in June 
1905 accepted a position of secretary, treasurer and manager of the Kaysville 
Milling Company.

Henry H. Blood married Minnie A. Barnes June 4, 1896. A native of Kaysville, 
she was born the day after Henry Blood, October 2, 1872. They had four 
children, two sons and two daughters. Their house in Kaysville was apparently 
constructed shortly before or after their marriage in 1896. The lot in which 
the house is constructed was acquired by Henry Blood's father, William Blood, 
in 1890 and sold to Henry in April 1895 for $200.

Architect for the house was William Alien. Born January 1, 1870 in London 
England, Alien left England in 1862 at the age of 12 and arrived in Utah in 
1863. He moved to Kaysville where he remained until his death on October 11, 
1928. Alien worked as a farmhand then followed the trade of his father as a 
brick mason. He studied architecture and drafting by correspondence ;and 
became Davis County's most prominent architect. In addition to the Henry H. 
Blood house, he designed the Kaysville Presbyterian Church, (1888) Davis 
County Courthouse (1889-90), Barnes Brick Building (1910), Kaysville 
Tabernacle (1912), Kaysville Elementary School (1918) and hones for John R. 
Barnes, John G.M. Barnes, Hyurum Stewart, James Smith, John Barton and his own 
home. Davis County, with its emphasis on agriculture was not a highly 
prosperous area of the state and the Henry H. Blood home, along with the John 
G.M. Barnes home is one of the largest and most elaberate homes in Kaysville.

Henry Blood did not aspire to the Covernership until fellow Democrats urged 
him to seek the nomination in the best interest of the party. Entering the 
race three weeks before the State Democratic Convention, Blood succeeded in 
overtaking Clarence Neslen, former State Legislator and Salt Lake City Mayor, 
and won the nomination 463 votes to Neslen's 337.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data UTM NOT VERIFIED
Acreage of nominated property approx 1 acre 
Quadrangle name Kyasville, UT 

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Lot 2 Block 9 Plat "A" Kaysville Townsite

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title A. Kent Powell/Preservation Research Coordinator and Diana Johnson/Architectural

organization Utah State Historical Society
Historian

date

street & number 307 West 200 South telephone 533-6017

city or town Salt Lake City state 84101

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national 'K state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation-arid Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Melvin T. Smith, State Historic Preservation Officer date
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The election of Henry H. Blood and other Democratic candidates for State and 
National offices in Utah was the result of the strong appeal of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. In Utah Roosevelt received 116,750 votes while Blood's total was 
116,031. Blood's Republican opponent, William W. Seegmiller received 85,913 
votes. In 1936 Blood won re-election with 109,656 votes compared with 80,118 
votes for Ray E. Dillman a Republican and 24,754 for Herman W. Perry and 
Independent candidate. Despite the efforts of many, Blood declined to run for 
a third term in 1940.

As Governor Henry Blood adopted a conservative fiscal philosophy along with a 
whole hearted acceptance of the New Deal Programs. While drastically cutting 
state expenditures, except for welfare for which he secured the passage of a 
2% sales tax, Blood actively sought Federal funds for Relief Projects. He 
recognized that the depression was caused by under-consumption rather than 
over production and since the state could not inflate currency by fiscal or 
monitary policies as the Federal Covernroent could he saw his role as an 
executor of Federal Relief projects. Thus he made many trips to Washington in 
the interests of Utah Ralief Projects. Blood found strong resistance to 
proposed Reclamation Projects, nevertheless, he and other Utah officals were 
persistent in behalf of the State's interests. Harold Ickes, director of the 
Public Water Administration wrote,

"A delegation from Utah, headed by Secretary Dern, and including Governor 
Blood, came in to nag again about some Reclamation Projects for this state. 
This group has been hanging about Vfeshington for more than three weeks. At 
intervals they came to see me, then they go to see Colonel Waite (Ickes 
second-in-command) and then they go over to the White House. They seem to be 
proceeding on the theory that they can just wear down our resistance and get 
what they want."l

To New Deal Administrators Utah's request for funds for reclamation projects, 
which would serve to increase Utah's agricultural capabilities, seemed 
incongruous with the New Deal Agricultural program to resist production. 
Neverthesless, Blood's efforts were successful and several important 
reclamation projects including the Deer Creek and Mson Lake projects were 
undertaken.

While seeking every possible Federal dollar for his state, Blood emphasized 
that his efforts depended, in large measure, on a strong relief commitment 
from the State. He strongly advocated the 2% sales tax for welfare relief at 
the same time he drastically reduced state expenditures with a program of 
economy, retrenchment and curtailment of services. By the end of his second
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term, he had reduced the states net 
$3,655,000.

outstanding debt from $12,100,000 to

With 33,000 Utah families on relief in 1933 economics was the prime career of 
Blood during hte 1930s. However other issues were also impotant during 
Blood's administration.

The repeal of the 18th Amendment was a difficult issue for Blood. As a loyal 
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints he was opposed to 
the consumption of alcohol and supportive of prohibition. Neverthess, it was 
apparent that Utah's citizens favored repeal and on November 6, 1933 Blood 
telegraphed President Roosevelt that Utah had become the 36th state to ratify 
the Twenty-first amendment.

Another issue was the attempt by the National Miners Oiion to secure control 
of Utah's Coal fields. In open conflict with the United Mine Workers of 
America, the National Miners Union were pro-communist and advocated what 
others felt were extreme measures to meet the needs of Utah's coal miners. 
When a strike broke out, Blood, well aware of the potential financial cost to 
the state, refused to call out the Naitonal Guard as his predecessors had done 
in similar labor difficulties and insisted tht local officials handle the 
situation.

Henry Blood was also the first Governor to occupy the Thomas Kearns Mansion 
the present official Governor's Residence.

In reflecting on Blood's career as Governor, his biographer wrote: "It must 
said, the Blood was not a 'popular 1' governor. The people's reaction to him 
was not one of great emotionalism. He was admired and respected but not 
loved, and he had no sizable personal following among the electorate. One 
astute political observer doubted that Blood could have been elected governor 
on his own, that is, if there had been no depression a factor beneficial to 
virtually all Democratic candidates."

"Carried into office by the tide of history or not, Blood was the 
governor and an outstanding one during Ijhesecrucial years...he was 
outstanding in his capacity for work; his total immersion in the day-in, 
day-out grind of overseeing state governent attests to this. Secondly, he was 
outstanding in that if there was any possibility of receiving aid from 
Washington or of increasing the flow of monies he spared no effort. Though 
some might feel that his assiduous pursuit of the federal dollar somehow 
represents a compromise with his own financial conservativeness, this writer 
does not. One may practice frugality and humanitarian ism at one and the same
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time without conflict. As long as people were suffering, and as long as their 
suffering might be relieved somewhat by the soothing balm of federal aid his 
willingness, even eagerness, to initiate or to enhance the stream of cash into 
Utahis considered human and wise. If he had spurned aid from the federal 
government which unlike the state can "create" funds by the stroke of a 
pen he would have been derelict in his duty as governor and as a human 
being. On the other hand, Blood has nothing to do with the creation of the 
New Deal, and his statements and actions during the period prior to the 
inauguration of Franklin Roosevelt make clear that he had no intentions of 
foreshadowing the president's program on a state level. Blood was no 
innovator or original thinker in the area of social and economic equality. As 
has been stated before, he was merely the expediter of federal programs within 
his state, but he did that well and willingly. He accepted the necessity of 
those parts of the New Deal which provided work, money, and goods for the 
jobless and destitute."2

In 1941 Henry Blood was called by IDS Church leaders to serve as President of 
the California Mission. On June 19, 1942 he died in a Salt Lake City 
Hospital of a cerebral hemorhage and pneumonia. In October 1942 Mrs. Blood 
deeded the home to her daughter Evelyn B. Sims. In 1947 ownership of the home 
passed from the Blood family to Bimden and Ila Cottrell. In October 1961 the 
Cottrells sold the home to LeGrande Evans. In 1963 Evans sold the hou^to 
Donna H. MsCowen and in June 1971 Mr. MsCowan sold the house to the present 
owners Dennis and Genene Hill. The house is well maintained and continues to 
function as a residence.

1 Harold L. Ickes, The Secret Diary of Harold L. Ickes, The First Thousand 
Days, 1933-36 (New York: Simon and SHuster, 1953), p. 114.

2 Thomas Quinn, "The Governorship of Henry H. Blood: 
1933-34 (M.A. Thesis, University of Utah, 1967).

The Critical Years,
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