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1. Name of Property
historic name Randall-Hale Homestead

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 6 Sudbury Road N/A not for publication
city or town Stow N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 zip code 01775

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this « nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

0" meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally - statewide 0"locally. (+ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Tite Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
heraBy certify that this property is: Signjature of the Keeper y . Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Randall-Hale Homestead Middlesex County, MA
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local district -
_ public-State __ site 4 0 buildings
_ public-Federal TTTPA structure sites
J-i::'"~A"N object
structures
_ objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

. . . (Enter categories from instructions)
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian foundation Stone: fieldstone

walls Wood: weatherboard

roof Wood: shake

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Randall-Hale Homestead
Name of Pre ty

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT

Period of Significance
ca. 1710 - 1820

Significant Dates
ca. 1760
ca. 1820

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the Nationai
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



Randall-Hale Homestead Middlesex County, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 292300 4697920 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zom Easting Northing
4.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Andrew Curtis on behalf of the Stow Historical Commission with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Robert and Judith Zeitlin

street & number 6 Sudbury Road telephone

city or town Stow state MA zip code 01775

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Randdl-Hae Homestead, Stow, is Situated on hilly upland terrain inthisrural community located in
far westemn Middlesex County. The property is Sted facing south on a low rise overlooking the Asssbet

River and the mills of Gleasondde Village to the southwest. The .68-acre lot is bounded by alow

fidldstone wall, augmented by a sockade fence which provides some privacy from neerby Glessondde
Road. The primary open land area liesto the eadt, where the driveway and parking area are dted avay

from the homesead and in front of the gardens A large fir tree marks the property's wetem edge, a

the intersection of Gleasondde and Sudbury Roads

The homedead is sat back approximately twenty-five feet from Sudbury Road and isreeched by acrushed
done driveway. The west dlevation lieswithin five feet of Gleasondde Street. The homedead is oriented
to the south, overlooking the Assabet River and mills to the southwest. The carriage bam and equipment

shed are located thirty feet directly north of the homestead. The bam is located directly across Sudbury
Road.

The surrounding land is used for resdentia and agriculturd purposes. The mill village of Gleasondde,
formerly Randdl Mills, lies 14 mile to the southwest. Fronting the house isarapidly maturing sand of
oak, maple, and other deciduous trees. Sevard large evergreens encroech both the front and west-dde
devations. The mogt prominent manmede feature inthe vicinity of the homesteed is the road fork and
grassy triangle formed a the intersection of Gleasondade Road and Sudbury Road. Gleasondde Road hes
saved as the main route for travel from the Marlboro-Hudson areathrough Glessondele Village to Stow
Center and the Concord-Acton area dnce the 18th century. Natural features of the surrounding landscepe
include large deciduous tree dands intermixed with orchard and pagturdand.

The existing main housewas gpparently begun ca 1710. It isrectangular in plan with asmall dl addition
ca 1760 that extends off the north evation and runs flush with the west elevation wall to cregte the
L-shaped first floor plan. The square-in-plan eest wing of ca 1820 issat back twelve feet from the south
devation of the main housa A dngle-story addition of ca 1990 extends further from the 1820 wing.
Themain houseretains some evidence of previous constmction, though mostfini shes,both insde and out,
reflect the Georgian updating that the house recaived in the mid 18th century. Further andysds of the

evidence of pre-exigting rooflines must be completed before any definite concluson can be drawn to First
Period constmction.

The main house and eest wing are 2 12 gories tall with full besement. The north ell additions are one
dory tall with no basement. Thefiel dstonefoundation with wallstwo feet thick gopearsto be original.
The exterior walls are clad with the original beveed wood dapboards with Iapped ends 3-1/2 inches to
the wesather, except in afew minor aress where they were replaced during minor restoration work inthe
late 1970s The presat replacement dapboards are butt ended.

(continued)
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The roof on all house parts is a ample gable, overlaid with cedar shingles. A centraly located six-
openingfirepl acerises through the main house ridge, while a two-openingfirepl acelocated inddethe eest
wing wall rises through the far eesem end of the ridge. The ell dso hes a centrally located fireplace.

The homedtead is trimmed with severd fine examples of dasic Georgian done details trandated into
wood. Eave detail condds of afive-inch comice molding ebove athree-inch fasciawith soffit extending
eight inches from the north and south devations and retums two feet on the gabled ends.  Frieze board
is continuous acrossthe top of the north and south devations with afour-inch bed molding applied to its
top edge The bottom four inches ae notched around the projecting sscond floor window casngs
Typica windows have double-hung wooden sseh, most with 9/6 or 6/6 sseh; for the mogt part, these are
gppropriate 1970s replacements of the late 19th century 2/2 windows. Seeh are surrounded by molded
cadngs that dand inrelief from the plane of the facade in a symmetrica composition.

The pandled front door within a heavy entablature dominates the southem, front elevation. It isan
important defining dement of the Georgian architectura style, and, in the Randall-Hale Homesteed, is a
particularly fine example. The generoudy proportioned surround is composad of baitered or receding
pilagters on plinths supporting a devdoped entablature, which is in tum topped by a projecting crown
molding. The south eevation of the eest 9de wing of ca 1820 hes a different eave crown molding
profile, 96 windows placed symmetrically, and a pandled door a the far eest comer. Comer pilasters
exist on all eevations.

Both eest and west devations have gable end eave retums, with a squere attic vent to the eest and a 6/6
wood sssh attic window to the west. The narrow “fiineral door” on the building'swestem dde dates to
the ca 1820 remodelling of the house The north devation has similar continuous eave andfriezedetal
with evidence of a change inthe moulding profiles between the ca 1820 wing and the main house The
windows are grouped in pairs acrass the ssoond floor in an asymmetrica arangement.  Two 96 wood
sseh windows are found on the north Sdes of the rear, wing addition and on the eest dlevation of the ell.
A single 6/6 wood ssehwindow is located on the first floor of thewing addition. Doors & the north Sde
of the main block and eestem dde of the ell include a 20th century twelve-light door on thebuilding's
main body; both doors presently provide aooessto a brick patio.

The newest addition to the property, atwo-bay gableend dmcture extending the ca 1820 wing, echoes
the molded comice with retums of the building'solder sections. Fenedtration includes 69 and 6/6 sseh
as well as fixed multipaned lights, all st in molded surrounds, arayed singly and in pairs. A pair of
multipaned doors provides aocessto a picket fence-enclosad patio.

Stmcture and Plan
Theexisting 2 1/2-gory main house of ca. 1710 isrectangular in plan with acentrally located six-opening

fireplace. (See ateached floor plan.) The squareiinplan 2 1/2-gdory eet wing of ca 1820 is s&t back
twelve feet from the south elevation of the main housewith a two-openingfirepl acelocated inddethe esst

(continued)
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wall. Both sections are supported on two-foot-thick mbblestone foundation basament walls. The ca 1760
ell, supported on a low mbblesone foundation, extends off the north devation and mns flush with the
wes elevation wall to cregte the L-sheped first floor plan. It dso hes a centrally located fireplace. The
first floor smcture is supported on 8"xI0" handhewn chestnut sills with vertically savn 2"x10" joists
running north/south. The first floor wall construction is post and beam divided intothree eest/west bays
by 8'x8" posts and 8"'xIO" beam. Upper dories are congdmcted in similar fashion, while the 4"x6" roof
rafters and 4"x4" purlins support 1"x8" sheathing and awood shingleroof.

A single sx-raised-pand door opensto the centrd 8'xIO" Stair Hall.  To the eest through a four-raised-
pand door, the 15'x18" Parlor (presently a Study with adjoining 12 Bathroom) hes a full-height raised
pand west wall, part of the ca 1760 updating of the origina stmcture, and a smdllfireplaceopening.
At the west end, dso through afour-raised-pand door, the 15'x18' Hall (presently aLiving Room) retain
a comer cupboard andfireplaceopening inthe eet wall. Doors in the north wall of the Hall and Parlor
leed to along 40'x10" Keeping Room containing a largefireplacewith rear bechive oven a the center
of the south wall. In the northwest comer, a stairway leads down to the Basament and up to the Sarvants
Quarters and small north Bed Chambers  Entry to this room from the outdde is gained through the
"funeral door" on the north facade. A Summer Kitchen ell of ca 1760 formsthe vertical leg of thel -
shaped plan; it is entered through a four-raised-pand door inthe Kegping Room. Afireplacewith dde
oven is centraly located inthis ell addition. Door openings inthe eest Keeping Room wall leed to the
Buttery (now a Laundry) a the northwest and a Contemporary Kitchen a the southeest comer with a
fireplace projecting from the interior of the eest wall. A stairway leading up to the ssoond floor islocated
on the Kitchen sde of the Keeping Room eest wall. Access to the Basement on this stairway is gained
through the Buttery. The smcture of this Kitchen and Laundry Room wing is dated ca 1820.

The central tairway rises from eedt to west tuming a two separate landings and ending a the Stair Hall
landing over the first floor entry. Doors & eech end of the Stair Hall lead to two large Bed Chambers
that occupy the goaces directly above the Hall and Parlor & the first floor level. Each large Bed Chamber
hes a fireplace opening off the centrally located main fireplace chimney. Closats for each large Bed
Chamber and a small Bed Chamber to the north occupy the goace between the main chimney block and
north wall of the large Bed Chambers. The gtairway leading from the Contemporary Kitchen wing ca
1820 rises to a Stair Hall that connects two smdler Bed Chambers over the Keeping Room, a full
Bathroom, and Dressing Room in the ca 1820 wing above the Contemporary Kitchen. The northwest
comer Stair Hall probably served as a "back-gar” for servants and connected the large southwest Bed
Chamber, Bathroom, small north Bed Chambers and attic stair. The attic gpace except for a 12'x10'
finished "Sarvants Room" centered under the west end of the gabled roof, isunfinished. An attic Sairway
leeds to another "shuttle door” that protmdes through the roof ridge directly to the north of the main
chimney.

(continued)
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Abraham and his wife, Mary, had sx sons Phineus, Abraham ., Jonas, Paul, Edwin, and Luke. Two
years prior to his death, Abraham granted his houseto his second son, Abraham . The com and sawv
mills became the property of Abraham J. and Paul, who intum sold them of f between 1819 and 1822
to saverd enterprisng merchants from Marlboro, now Hudson: Jod Crangton, Silas Felton, and Elijah
Hide Together with another local merchant, Silas Jewdll, these individuals were largely responsible for
the early devdopment of the cotton manufacturing enterprise a the location of Randdl Mills, which came
to be known as the Rock Bottom Cotton & Woolen Company. The villagetook on the name of Rock
Bottom. It was renamed Glessondde in 1898 after the mid 19th century owners of the mill, B. W.
Gleason and Samud Dale.

Abraham Randall Jr.'s dder daughter, Hannah, married Calvin Hale, and they purchasad the property from
her father. Members of the Hae family had aso been prominent in Stow's industrial development.
Colond Elijah Hae was apatner inthe Rock Bottom woolen mills. Calvin and Hanneh Hal€e's two sons,
A.R.G. Hae (b.1834) and Josph (birth date unknown), owned the Randdl-Hale Homesteed in 1875. By
1889 Calvin was occupying the Hale family homesteed a 194 Maple Street while Josgph was residing &
the Randall-Hale Homestead. The Haegtonian of 1839 records that the distance between Stow and Rock
Bottom was marked every half-mile by an dm tree, the first being in front of the Randdl-Hde
Homegtead; the house wes referred to, cryptically, inthat document as "Minister” Randdl's, then owned

and occupied by Jossph Hde. Hdes lived in the house until the desth of Francis W. Hde, Calvin's
grandson, in 1947.

The Randall-Hale Homesteed is architecturally significant as one of Stow's finest and best preserved 18th
century houses The main house retains its massve centrd chimney and rectangular plan with center
entrance. The main house Ao retains dgns of its ca 1710 First Period constmction. Evidence of a
sdtbox roof that was five feet lower than the presant roof isfound on the eadt face of the chimney in the
attic goace and in the chestnut rafters and bracing, which dso show evidence of having bean reused or
dtered. Thesefactors sugged that the original ca 1710 housewas 1 12 to 2 gories in height, one room
deep, and built around alarge centra brick chimney with ahalf room under the leanto Sde of the saltbox
roof Thelow mbblewall foundation below wide sills, the wideroof overhang, and the rear beehive oven
of the centra fireplace dso auggest an early constmction date.

Other featuresin the main building demondratethe ca 1760 remodelling inthe Georgian style, a change
reflected in the improved living conditions which the economically prospering mills brought to the area
Magjor dterations included raising the main roof five feet, obliterating the sdtbox form, and the application
of comice molding and comer pilagters, as well as adding ageneroudy proportioned centrad door surround
with baitered pilagers and a complete entablature topped by a degp projecting comice. 1n addition,
windows moldings that project from the plane of the facade and Parlor pandling were installed. The
Summer Kitchen ell with central fireplace is aso believed to dateto ca 1760.

(continued)
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The ca 1820swing addition coincides with the deeding of the Randal Mills by Abraham Randdl J. ad
Paul Randall to the Rock Bottom Cotton and Woolen Company in August 1819 and Febmary 1822 for
atotal of $1,671.50. (The "funeral door" of the main house o gopearsto dateto ca 1820.)

A 1960s photograph shows the exigence of a Gothic-style porch on the 1820swing's south elevation, a
product of the Romantic Movement in architecture that had begun to gppear after Alexander Jackson
Downing's Cottage Residenceswes published in 1842, A shed addition off the Buttery (laundry) isaso
s in a 1960s photograph.  Both had bean removed by the time of the purchase of the property by its
presnt owners in the mid 1970s The present windows, for the mogt pat 12/8 wooden saeh, were
installed in place of late 19th century 2/2 sseh in the course of arestoration of the property in 1977.

Three Stow properties dating from the early 18th century have been listed in the National Register esFirst
Period buildings. Theseinclude the Brown-Stow House, 172 Harvard Road (ca. 1699-1711, with Federd
updating); the Tenney Homesteed, 156 Taylor Road (ca 1700-1725, with Federd updating); and the
Hapgood House, 76 Treety Elm Lane (ca 1726). All three displayed First Period timber-framing
constmction techniques and/or typical decorative detailing gpplied to structural members. Further reseerch

would be necessry into the framing and detail of the Randall-Hale Homesteed in order to confirm its First
Period origins.

In its present condition and gppearance, therefore, the Randdl-Hde Homesteed is a particularly fine
example of 18th century, English-inspired Georgian-gyle architecture, in aform less ornate than found
in the more cosmopolitan ssgport towns of Sdem and New Bedford, but which neverthdess evinces the
style's interest in classca dements and proportions. The style in Stow istrandated from masonry into
wood and is applied most congpicuoudy to the central door surround. The empheads, as in other Georgian
buildings in Stow, is clearly on the devdlopment of architectura dements standing in highrelief from the
plane of the facade in a symmetrica, classicdly ingpired composition. The rectangular main house part
ca 1710 istypical of the early New England homedeed that evolved from a one-room- degp Hall and
Parlor plan to a sdtbox plan and then on to the more forma Georgian form that reflected the prosperous
economy of this region into the 19th century.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Stow are poorly understood, any surviving sites would be
significant. While numerous dtes have been identified dong the Concord, Sudbury, and Asssbet River
drainages, many fewer Stes have been systematicdly investigated, making surviving Stes potentially
significant. Prehistoric Stesin the Stow areacan help document the regiona and loca importance of the
Assabet River ecosysem to Native American subdsence and settlement sysems. Information may <o
survive which indicates the importance of Native American land use dong the Asssbat River reldiveto
the larger Merrimack River drainage. This information can be usad to test the overall importance of
riverine drainage bagn in aress including trade, raw materia use and procurement, and socio/political
boundaries.

(continued)
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Historic archaeologicd remans described above have the potentid to contribute strongly to the
homestead's significance, though much of it remains to be demondrated. These remains have the potentid
for providing detailed information on the socid, cultural, and economic pattems that characterized one
of the earlier resdencesin Stow and some of the more important mill owners inthe Glessondde Disdtrict.

Archaeologica survey and testing can help document the chronology of exterior dterations to the building
by locating smctural and congmction festures not longer extant including chimney remains, foundations,
footings, builder's trenches, and other structura features. The location of outbuildings no longer extant
can d<0 be helpful in documenting the layout of the property and activities carried out on the property.

Detailed anayds of occupationa reated festures can dso be helpful in documenting the activities and

lives of inhabitants of the house.

(end)
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(end)

10. Geographical Data
Verba Boundary Description
S dtached ass=s30rs map.

Verba Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the house, carriage house, shed, and bam assodiated with the Randdl-
Hde Homegead. The bam, part of the original property, hed been in separate ownership for much of the
20th century but was retumed to ownership together with the Randall-Hade House itself ca 1990. While
the land associated with the Randall and Hale families a thislocation once totalled somesixty acres much
of that land has been subdivided and the present nomination includes only that land held by the present
owners/applicants.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

February 8, 1996

Caol Shull

Kegper

National Regider of Historic FHaces
Depatment of the Interior pg 10 BS
National Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

REBEVED 280

Deaxr Ms. Shull:
Enclosed pleese find the following nomination form:

Randdl-Hae Homesteed, 6 Sudbury Road, Stow
(Middlesex County), Massachuseits 01775

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
condderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg J
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Robert N. & Judith Frances Zeitlin
John Makey, Chairperson, Stow Historica Commission
Wayne E. Erkkinen, Chairperson, Stow Board of Sdectmen
Susn Wysk, Heed Librarian, Randdl Library

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



