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The building is a combination passenger and freight depot constructed in 
1911. The single story wooden building is sheathed in horizontal siding 
and is capped with a bellcast hipped roof. The west end is an open waiting 
area under a portico supported by Doric columns; the ticket office and in­ 
terior waiting room is reached through this section. A small gable projects 
from the roofline on the south side of "the building, extending over a 
slanted bay window facing the area formerly occupied by tracks. The east 
end of the building was the freight area; this section has seen modernized 
for use as a nursery office. The major change in this section is the addition 
of vertical siding and new aluminum frame windows. This modernization 
occupies only a small portion of the building and does not detract from the 
overall appearance and character of the depot. Original windows and doors 
remain throughout the remainder of the building.

The major change in the setting occurred with the removal of the railroad 
tracks in 1951» and the subsequent conversion of the grounds for use as a 
nursery, A low wooden fence and landscaping have been added around the 
nursery office section, and the area formerly occupied by the tracks is 
used for storage of plants in metal nursery containers.

Overall, the integrity of the building is high and still conveys a strong 
historical feeling. The depot remains a good example of its type and period, 
and is one of the local community's few remaining historical structures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Yorba Linda depot is one of the last surviving structures associated with 
the nation's largest suburban electric transportation system, the Pacific 
Electric Railway. Only a few depots from this vast system still exist; the 
Yorba Linda depot is an intact example of the combination passenger and 
freight facilities constructed by the railroad in smaller communities through­ 
out the Los Angeles Basin in the early 20th century. It was important as a 
focal point for transportation and rail commerce in the local community, and 
provided convenient rail access to the major metropolitan areas to the west. 
The building remains as one of the few historic structures in this area of 
rapid suburban growth.

The Yorba Linda depot was constructed in 1911 when Pacific Electric Railway 
extended its Whittier line into the local area. The structure combined 
freight and passenger operations under one roof, and was a typical design 
used by Pacific Electric — similar depots were built at La Habra, Glendora, 
Covina and Watts. Today, few depots remain from this system which was once 
one of the major factors contributing the the growth and development of 
Southern California.

When in use by the interurban electric railway system, the depot was a central 
point of activity in Yorba Linda. The red cars made nine daily runs to Los 
Angeles from the depot. Passenger service continued until January, 1938? when 
the advent of improved highways and increased use of the private automobile 
reduced ridership, making continued operation of passenger service economically 
infeasible. The rails along the line were used for freight movement until 

when they were removed.

The Yorba Linda Pacific Electric depot remains ae one of the community ! B 
last tangible links with its past. Today the old depot serves as commercial 
offices, but faces an uncertain future with developmental pressure threatening 
the property.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Property is located at 18132 Imperial Highway, Yorba Linda, California, and occupies 
the western end of Orange County assessor's parcel 33^-391-1, as shown on the 
attached map.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL _X_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY DEPOT
18132 Imperial Highway
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