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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Windrem House is a two-story dwelling of traditional plan and mass. The plan is
rectangular, 35" x 24'. It is side-gabled, double pile, with two rooms on either side
of a center hall, and with a five-bay front and two end chimmeys. The house is set
on a slight slope with the rear of the house built about 7-8 feet into the ground.

The first floor is of limestone, the second of brick. The earliest known view of the
house dates from 1895, and shows the front essentially as it is today, with wooden
lintels (painted white or near-white) over windows containing 6/6 sash.

Formal front entrances are found on both stories, and consist of sidelights above pan-
elled aprons, with no toplights, and, again, finished with wood lintels. The lower
entrance is set within deep single-panel reveals. These remain unchanged except for

the later replacement of the doors (the original door on the first floor would have

been a stylish single or double panel, as indicated by the single panel of the reveals).
The 1895 photograph shows a small wooden porch in front of the lower entrance with

a balcony above. This has since been replaced by a longer, narrow redwood balcony
supported in cast-iron brackets. The house in 1895 had no windows on the west side,

and probably none on the east side.

The cornice is especially handsome and consists of a frieze board which misses touch-

ing the lintels of second-story windows, a cornice soffit well-hidden to create a line
of deep shadow, a corona Separated from the cymatium by a fillet. The cymatium is

in the form of a generous quirk ogee. The cornice itself is returned along the sides;
the frieze board is not.

Various changes were introduced as part of a 1941 remodelling. The two chimmeys were
rebuilt, and windows were cut in the west wall. Other than these minor changes, and
the change in balcony form, the house remains essentially as it must have looked
originally.

The original plan of the interior was two rooms to each side of a central hall, on
both floors. The present disposition is: first floor, central hall with study and
furnace room to the left, and dining room and kitchen to the right; second floor, cen-
tral hall with two bedrooms on the east and one large living room on the west (part
of the 1941 remodelling). The staircase, originally extending from the front of the
house to the back, was reversed in 1941. The following interior features are still
intact: original oak wide-board flooring on the second story; original wainscoting
in the dining room, and two early mantel pieces (fireplaces on the east side of the
house were removed).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Windrem House is one of the few remaining houses from the earliest period of
Iowa City, which was chosen in 1839 as the location of the Iowa Territorial capital.
The house is most interesting for the fineness of its exterior detail, and for

the unusual variations on traditional elevational schemes and use of materials.

William Windrem was born in Ireland, and came to this country in 1830. He learned
the carpenter's trade in Ogdensburg, New York. Windrem came to Iowa City in 1842,
and worked on the construction of the first territorial capitol building. In
1845, he purchased land in the town, and shortly thereafter began work on this
house. The interior carpentry is probably Windrem's own work, with the stone-

and brickwork of the exterior done by other local craftsmen.
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