
fPRH B - BUILDING 

MJISSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, NA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5-, black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Nap: Draw np showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
Intersection(s). 
Indicate north ' • 

AREA 

East 
Somerviiie 

FORM NO. 

132 

Town 

Address IQR Cross Street 

Historic Name Charles wmiaTtia Hnnsft 

Use: Present residential 

^ Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1848 

Source map research / Samuels 
Somerviiie; Pas# an 

Styl® Italianate Present 
Architect none 
Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard os)vpr/d hj 

Outbuildings -n&ytL 

Major Alterations (with dates) iron "balcon 

ca. 1900. entrance steps and iron r a i 
ca. 195 

Condition good 

See Attached Assessor{s Map 

? 4 ."r 

Z E N 
UTN REFERENCE 9̂ 328/000 469V330 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 1125,000 

Boston North 

Noved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting Northeast corner of Cross and  

Oliver Streets, residential neighbor­ 

hood with some commercial encroachmen  

and some newer mid-20th c. construetn 

Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler 

Organization Mass. Historical Commissio 

Date September. 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATENENT (if applicable) 
The C h a r l e s W i l l i a m s House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , 
m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e mi d — 1 9 t h c e n t u r y 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f E a s t S o m e r v i i i e . I t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t t o S o m e r v i i i e , t h u s , t h e d w e l l i n g f u l f i l l s 
C r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places and i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t at t h e l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. , 

The C h a r l e s W i l l i a m s House i s one o f o n l y a few examplej'of e a r l y 
I t a l i a n a t e d w e l l i n g s i n S o m e r v i i i e b u i l t by 1850. S i t u a t e d on t h e 
c o r n e r o f Cross and O l i v e r S t r e e t s i n East S o m e r v i i i e t h e thr e e - b a y 
house has a c e n t e r p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n w i t h a p a n e l l e d e n t r a n c e door 
s u r r o u n d e d by a glazed transom and f u l l s i d e l i g h t s . On the second 
s t o r y t h e r e i s a P a l l a d i a n window m o t i f which i s s a i d t o be p a r t of the 
o r i g i n a l d e s i g n . An i r o n balcony has been added a t the second s t o r y 
P a l l a d i a n - s t y l e window. F e n e s t r a t i o n resembles i n f l u e n c e of the Greek 
R e v i v a l p e r i o d w i t h l o n g double hung sash a t the f i r s t s t o r y l e v e l . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Due t o i t s p r o x i m i t y t o C h a r l e s t o w n and B o s t o n , p a r t s of East 
S o m e r v i i i e were l a i d out f o r development i n the e a r l y t o mid 1800s and 
many G r e e k R e v i v a l h o u s e s r e m a i n as w i t n e s s t o t h i s p e r i o d o f 
development. The e a r l y i n d u s t r i e s (Runey P o t t e r y ) and the Boston and 
L o w e l l r a i l r o a d b i s e c t i n g East S o m e r v i i i e i n 1835 were c o n t r i b u t i n g 
f a c t o r s t o t h i s e a r l y d e v e l o p m e n t . Thus many o f t h e new mid 1 9 t h 
c e n t u r y r e s i d e n t s were B o s t o n businessmen. By t h e 1860s and 1870s 
i n d u s t r i a l g r owth of S o m e r v i i i e w i t h f a c t o r i e s ( s p i k e m a n u f a c t u r i n g , 
meat p a c k i n g , e t c . ) near W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , t h e r e was an i n f l u x of 
l a b o r e r s and t h e need f o r a d d i t i o n a l h o u s i n g , t h u s . East S o m e r v i i i e 
became d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d w i t h s m a l l narrow house l o t s , t h e s i t e s of 
s i n g l e and t w o - f a m i l y h o u s i n g . L a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t by 1885 saw many 
l a r g e r b r i c k and wood a p a r t m e n t houses on undeveloped l o t s i n East 

, S o m e r v i i i e . 

The Charles W i l l i a m s House i s an example of an e a r l y I t a l i a n a t e house 
b u i l t mid c e n t u r y f o r Boston hat d e a l e r , Charles W i l l i a m s who was a 
prominent c i t i z e n of the community. I n l a t e r years h i s son l i v e d at 1 
A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t another w e l l conserved I t a l i a n a t e house. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Draper, M a r t i n , Map of S o m e r v i i i e , 1852 
Hopkins, G.M., A t l a s of the C i t y of S o m e r v i i i e , 1874. 
C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s , 1869 - 1870s. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
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applicable c r i t e r i a 
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relating significance to the resource 
context 
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other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 
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Please refer to the map in the 
Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


