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DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1848

Source mgp research / Samues

] Somerviiie; Pas# an
y® Italianate Present
Ar chitect

nane

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard os)vpr/d hj

Outbuildings -n&ytL

Maa Alterations (with dates) iron "balcon

ca. 1900. entrance steps and iron rai
ca. 195
Condition good

Nosd no Date n/a
Aceage less than one acre

Setting Northeast corner of Cross and
Oliver Streets, residential neighbor-
hood with some commercial encroachmen
and some newer mid-20th c. construetn
Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler
Organization Mass. Historical Commisso

Date September. 1988



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATENENT (if applicable)

The Charles Wi lliams House retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, and association with them d—19th century
development of East Somerviiie. Il ti s architecturally and
historically significant to Somerviiie, thus, thedwelling fulfills
Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places andi s
significant at thelocal level.

ATHTEOUAN. SANACGNE [Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate interns of
other buildings within the connunity.

The Charles W lliams House i s one of only a few examplej'of early
Italianate dwellings i n Somerviiie built by 1850. Situated onthe
corner of Cross and Oliver Streets i n East Somerviiie the three-bay
house has a center projecting pavilion with a panelled entrance door
surrounded by a glazed transom and full side lights. Oh t he second
story there i sa Palladian window motif which i ssaid to be part of the
original design. An iron balcony has been added at t he second story

Pal l adian-style wi ndow. Fenestration resembles influence of the Greek
Revival period with long double hung sash at thefirst story level.

HSITGRGL SGNHCGNE Explain the role omers played in local o state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmonity.

Due to its proximity to Charlestown and Boston, parts of East

Somerviiie were laid out fordevelopment i ntheearly tom d 1800s and
many Greek Revival houses remain as witness to this period of
devel opment . The early industries (Runey Pottery) and t he Boston and
Lowell railroad bisecting East Somerviiie i n 1835 were contributing
factors to this early development. Thus many of the new mi d19t h
century residents were Boston businessmen. By t he 1860s and 1870s

industrial growth of Somerviiie with factories (spike manufacturing,
meat packing, etc.) near Washington Street, there was an influx of
| aborers and t he need f oradditional housing, thus. East Somerviiie
became densely populated with small narrow house lots, thesites of
single and two-family housing. Later development by 1885 saw many
larger brick and wood apartment houses on undeveloped lots i n East
Somerviiie.

The Charles W lliams House i s an exanple of an early Italianate house
built mid century f or Boston hat dealer, Charles Williams who was a
prominent citizen of thecommunity. I nlater years hi ssonlived at 1
Arlington Street another well conserved Italianate house.
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