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The Hutchinson House is a late example of the Second Empire style which 
was more common in the late nineteenth century. Of masonry construction, this 
Second Empire building has a high mansard roof with a curb around the top of 
the Risible slopes. Dormer windows break the slope of the mansard on all four 
sides. Each dormer contains two round arched sash windows set beneath a commoi 
lintel. The building is a full three stories in height giving it very tall prc 
portions. Second floor windows are double hung sash with stone lintels, the 
exception being those windows on the north and east corners of the house which 
admit light to the stairwell. These windows are fixed frame, stained glass in 
elaborate patterns. Two story bay window projections are located on the west, 
south and north elevations and are repeated in the mansard. A large porch 
surrounds the house on the east and north sides; the porch is four bays wide 01 
the east (main) facade, the second from the left being that through which entr] 
is gained. All other bays are enclosed by a three foot spindle post balustrad< 
running between the tall Corinthian columns which define the bays. The main 
entrance is double wooden doors with the upper half glazed with clear glass. 
Transom and sidelights are also plate glass, although they were probably 
stained originally. The entire structure sits about four feet off the ground 
on brick piers which have now been filled in to give the appearance of a solid 
brick foundation. In addition, a small room has been enclosed atop the en­ 
trance bay.

At the top of the second floor where the mansard begins is a wide cornice 
with paired brackets beneath. The cornice is repeated around the porch atop 
the columns. Chimneys are of brick and are classically detailed and prominent

The interior is of irregular plan consisting of large living rooms on the 
first floor with a large entry foyer and stair-hall. At the second and third 
floor levels the rooms are large and oriented to a long central hall.All of the 
rooms have been partitioned and modified for use as a rooming house. Very lit­ 
tle ornament exists on the interior with simple plaster walls with natural 
wood moldings throughout.

The major alterations to the house have been to the interior and involved 
the partitioning of the rooms into smaller ones. Several leaded, colored glasj 
windows have been removed but are currently being relocated for replacement. 
The enclosed porch at the second level above the entry has been enclosed: 
originally this was a small porch with solid balustrade and Corinthian columns 
similar to those on the first floor. At the southeast corner of the building 
was a small porch which had brick piers with lattice infill. It has since 
been bricked in to accomodate an additional room.
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The Hutchinson House is one of only a handful of Second Empire style 
structures ever erected in Florida. Its late construction date (1908) is 
significant in demonstrating the cultural lag common to 19th and 20th century 
architecture in Florida.

The Second Empire Style (Mansardic) was one of several of the eclectic 
types developed during the late 19th century. It was generally an urban style 
and did not become popular in the more suburban and resort oriented areas in 
Florida. The occurence of the style in the state is rare and any example is 
worth recognition.

Currie J. Hutchinson moved to Tampa shortly after the turn of the century 
along with his wife Harriet Mae Hathaway. Shortly after his arrival, Hutchin­ 
son commenced the construction of a house in the Second Empire Style which was 
described as a "fine brick residence," (Tampa Morning Tribune, May 27, 1908). 
Reportedly Hutchinson intended that the house be different than the styles 
which were locally prominent and more reminiscent of Ohio, his home state. 
The origin of the design is still unclear and subject to more research. Fam­ 
ily tradition says that the design came from Hutchinson's home state. While 
this could be true, there is no evidence to substantiate this claim. Hutchin­ 
son was a prominent merchant having operated several drug stores in Tampa. He 
was also involved in a jewelry store business, the first ice cream factory in 
Tampa, and was active in bringing traveling medicine shows and the Chautauqua 
to Tampa (Personal Interview, Hutchinson).

Probably the most important resident of this house was Val. M. Antuono 
who owned the dwelling from 1924-1926. Antuono owned one of the major cigar 
factories in Tampa which produced Clear Havana Specials. In addition, Antuono 
was associated with the International Bank of Tampa, and helped to found the 
Italian American Club. In 1926 he moved to a new house on Bay Street with 
which he is most commonly associated.
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