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Dils-Downer House H C

ADDRESS. 1020 E. 15th Street—
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OWNER Marvin E. Colletine (Jeanette J.)
8 Wildwood Tl., Bettendorf, 52722
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DESCRIPTION
1% story, side-gable cottage w/long side wing CONST C. 

DATE__
1900

MATERIALS Wood , stone foundation, stucco ARCH 
•STYLE- Craftsman/Shingle

Rectangular, occuring in 2*s and 3 f s, upper sash has diamond-shaped lightsFENESTRATION

DIST. FEATURES Shingled roof dormers

ALTERATIONS _______________________________________________________________________——
SITE a RELATED *TP Elevated lot in predominately late 119th century residential 

neighborhood~ :'~
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STATEMENT ' ' .' J '." "'*:' -, ;> ' ;. I ' . ; .>•"• " : t
In this house, a basic Craftsman cottage has been given a touch of sophistication 
through borrowing from the eastern shingle style of Richardson, McKim and other 
practicioners. The rooflines, though not particularly steep, dominate the 
composition. The two shingled dormers and use of diamond-shaped lights are 
important features. The result is an unusual house that is at the same time very 
much of its time
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DESCRIPTION

This house was probably built in c. 1898 by Thomas M. Dils, a local 
contractor and builder. After Dils 1 death in 1902 his wife Mary sold the 
property to Harry E. and Alice Downer. Downer, who was employed as a 
school teacher, school principal and eventually as a settlement house worker, 
is most noted for his local history writing. His most important work was a 
two volume local history titled History of Davenport and Scott County, lowai 
which appeared in 1910. Downer resided at this property while this compendeum 
Vas prepared and published.

SOURCES
City Directories, 1892-93, 1894-95, 1898-99, 1902-03.
Scott County Auditor's Deed Transfer Books, Vols. 7:122, 7:168 and 9:117.
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