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important features. The result is an unusual house that is at the same time very
much of its time
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In this house, a basic Craftsman cottage has been given a touch of sophistication , |-
through borrowing from the eastern shingle style of Richardson, McKim and other c
practicioners. The rooflines, though not particularly steep, dominate the .
composition. The two shingled dormers and use of diamond-shaped lights are - m



I GNIFICANCE

DESCRIPTION

This house was probably built in c. 1898 by Thomas M. Dils, a local

contractor and builder. After Dils' death in 1902 his wife Mary sold the
property to Harry E. and Alice Downer. Downer, who was employed as a

school teacher, school principal and eventually as a settlement house worker,
is most noted for his local history writing. His most important work was a
two volume local history titled History of Davenport and Scott County, Iowa,
which appeared in 1910. Downer resided at this property while this compendeum
\vas prepared and published. o .
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City Directories, 1892-93, 1894-95, 1898-99, 1902-03.
Scott County Auditor's Deed Transfer Books, Vols. 7:122, 7:168 and 9:117.
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