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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Captain Roswell Lei and Starwood built the Stanwood Homestead in 1850 
on the cellar foundation of a previous smaller dwelling owned by his uncle, 
Pel eg Stanwood, dating back to the 1830' s. The present structure, typi­ 
cally Cape Cod in design, is maintained very much as it was when originally 
built. Mucn of the authentic furnishings and furniture introduced into 
the home better than a century ago is still theraL In the dining room, one 
may view the brick Dutch oven much used in the earlier years. The parlor 
and living room are divided by the curved wall so characteristic of the 
homes of seafaring folk.

Gone with the wind and hanging lamps, scrolled whatnots, marble 
topped stands, commodes and bureaus, Lincoln and Bentwood chairs, plat­ 
form rockers, original rugs, quilts, tablecloths, coin silver and old 
china are among the many items of historical significance to be found in 
the Standwood Homestead.

Birdsacre Sanctuary, nearly fifty acres of woodland maintained as a 
wildlife preserve, is an integral part of the Stanwood Homestead property. 
This was Miss Stanwood 's outdoor workshop during her many years of re­ 
search. VMuch has been done to broaden its value for both ecological study 
and pleasure. Ponds have been built, trees, shrubs and wildflowers plant­ 
ed, additional trails opened and name tags placed to provide ready identi­ 
fication. Each year the curator takes several hundred school children 
on nature walks to made them better aware of the physical world in which 
they live. The family history, the natural history exhibits and the 
sanctuary offer a memorable experience to the better than six thousand 
visitors who come to Birdsacre each year.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cordelia Stanwood, pioneer ornithologist in Maine,, was the frirst of 
five children born in this home to Captain Stanwoocl and Margaret Susan 
Bown in 1865. Her great-great-grandfather, Job, was a casualty of the 
French and Indian Wars, having lost his left arm at the siege of Louis- 
burg in 1745. Another ancestor, Col. William Stanwood, who served on 
General Washington's staff during the Revolution, gave much of the land 
that forms Bowdoin College's campus in Brunswick. The first Stanwood, 
Philip, came to Gloucester, Massachusetts, in 1652.

Cordelia Johnson Stanwood was educated in Providence, Rhode Island, 
a graduate of the Girls' High School, the Teachers' Training School and 
the Normal Arts School of Boston. For seventeen years she was a success 
ful classroom teacher in Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York.

Her most lasting achievements, however,*were made" as a self-educated 
naturalist who for fifty years contributed greatly to the pioneer orni­ 
thological study in Maine. Both as a writer, andLphOitographejtr, heromate-rial 
found its place in the published works of Forbush, Chapman, Bent, Palmer 
and many othersX Even John Burroughs paid her tribute for her keenness 
and accuracy as an observer. Dr. Alfred 0. Gross of Bowdoin stated that 
her life histories of birds were the best any Maine person had written. 
Her portrait was placed in the Deane collection presented to the Library 
of Congress by the American Ornithologists' Union in 1934. Posthumously, 
the following citation was issured by the Department of Interior in 1961 
in acknowledgment of her contributions:

THE BUREAU OF 
SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Gratefully acknowledges the faithful services
MISS CORDELIA STANWOOD

in reporting for use in scientific investigati 
observations on the distribution, migration and abunda" 
of North American birds, for 32 years during the period 
1910 to 1946.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and/Historic Preservation
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