Form No. 10-300 , \0-""*n

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE rOfl NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED OCT I’)\m
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM PATE ENTERED [EC 14 198

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

IINAME

HISTORIC
John Alden House

AND/OR COMMON

Same
LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER ;, r-tf A A
105 Alderi  Street , AL ANOT FOR PUBLICATION.- -~
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Duxbury VICINITY OF 12th
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Plymouth 023
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_DISTRICT —PUBLIC —OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
5J_BUILDING(S) A-PRIVATE AUNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS “EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT IN PROCESS “A_YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
“"iJ .. L.l BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:
QOWNER OF PROPERTY }
NAME v/
Alden Kindred of America
STREET & NUMBER
105 Alden Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
Duxbury VICINITY OF M assachusetts
QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COLRHOUE
REISIRY F DEEDSEIC Plymouth County courthouse
SIRETS NUVBER
Russell street
drTy. TOMN STATE
Plymouth, M assachusetts
B REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth #38
DATE
1976 —HDERAL L STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
DEOIICRY KR
SRE REKOHRS M assachusetts Historical Commission
arty, TOWN STATE

294 Washington Street, Boston M assachusetts



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
-"EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED "UNALTERED ~.ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

~~ DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Al den House i s |ocated on 2n acres of land in the town of Duxbury. | t
faces south andits setting i s predoniinantly rural. The nomnated property includes
a nodem caretaker's cottage andshed so that it nay also include the archeol ogical
site of anearlier Alden House. The 2nhstory ri dﬁe roof house has a | arge central
chinmey, sinple conerboards andi s sheathed i n shingles. Fenestration consists

of sinply franed do#)le-hung 12/ 12 sash throughout nost of the house. The attic

w ndows and those of the facade's second floor have & 6 sash.

The four bay facade has an off-center entrance i n the second bay fromthe west.

Side elevations are tw bays deep. Anodemcellar bul khead is attached to the east
elevation while a 1story ridge roof ell with interior chimey, containing akitchen
and buttery is attached to the north (rear) elevation.

The present hosue i s believed to have been built in 1653.  An archeol ogical survey
conducted i n 1960 by Rol and Robbi ns uncovered the foundations of the original house
which had been built in 1627.  Thedinensions of that early foundation correspond
exactly to those of the ell presently attached to the 1653 house and nay confirm
the traditional belief that the original house was noved andincorporated intot he
newer buil ding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Al den Hiiase was built in 1653 for John and Priscilla A den both of whomhad
crossed from England to America in 1620in the Mayflower. Tieyoriginally settled

in Plymouth, then noved to Duxbury i n 1627 when they received agrant of |and there.

The Aldens lived i n Duxbury during the sunmer planting season but retumed to Pl ynouth i
for Sunday worship and for the winter nonths. The A dens nove to Duxbury was Part of
the general northward expansion of the Plymouth colony. The acquisition of [and
grants proAaded the settiers with fertile land for crops and cattle enabling them

to increase their chances for survival.

In additionto its historic associations, the Alden house i s also avaluable arch-
eol ogi cal resource. During subsurface testing of the original house |ocation,
features andartifacts representative of early to md-17th century were uncover ed.
Features discovered included the house foundation, possible site of chinney base,
and root cellar. Artifacts recovered included buildingmaterials (nails, tiles,
glass, brick, tacks&, donestic trash (pottery,knives, spoons, brass kettles),
clothing items (buckles, buttons, hooks, pins, pipestens) and economc debris (fish
hoglks, oba%I | ocks, gunforks, andhorseshoes). (See attached plan). The sitewas
undi st ur bed.

The site issignificant as anundisturbed 17th century donmestic site characterizing
the initial seventeenth century settlement of Duxbury. Further investigationof

the site andanal ysis of materials could provide information of the 17th century Dux-
bury Iifeways whi ch has not been recorded inhistoric docunents. Since the original
house site was occipied for only c. 25years,the remains provide uswi th a 17th century
tine capsule depicting howthe Alden fam |y adapted to the Massachusetts frontier.
Archaeol ogi cal 1 nvestigation of the 1653 house (which has not been conducted) coul d
provide adata base with which to contrast early 17th century adaptation to the New
Vor | d envi ronnent represent ed bﬁ/ the early house with the patterns of adaptation
cliaracteristic of the later 17th century established settlenent. The differences i n
refuse patterns woul d represent both the change i n economc |ife of the Al dens, but
al so woul d reflect broai”r devel opnent of "civilizing" the frontier. The two com
ponents are clearly separated horizontally, sofine tuned control over tenporal
contexts (unavailable when dating i s dependent solely onartifact seriation) could

be interpreted with confidence.
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Finally, aninteresting footnote t o the significanceof the site i s that during the
1960 archaeol ogi cal testing, prehistoric Indian artifacts (including projectile
points, |foendants and pottery) were recovered anong the 17th century debris. Athough
the artifacts were not anal yzed, they appear to date t o the Late Wodl and or Contact
period. | tisinteresting that the European settlement was |ocated either ontop

of or inassociationwith alate period Native American settlenment. A problem

whi ch coul d be answered with additional testing or analysis i s whether the Al den
famly settled onthe site because the area was cleared by Indians for a planting
field, or whether the |ocation was selected for the A dens because of its environ-
mental situation andthe presence of the Indian site i s anunrelated coincidence,

or alternatively, whether the mxture of artifacts represents sone ki nd of exchange

bet ween the two groups.
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AH elevations relate to Toan of Duxbury datum.

The sod surrounding and including the house site orea was excavated
ii the 10« 10 squores as shown and numbered on the Master Plan.
Artifacts found in the sod bear the Master Plon numbers.

The house site was divided mio 2" «2f squores Numbered squares
denote ttie house interior. Lettered sguares denote the foundation remains
The letter Fpreceding the numbers ond the letters refers to this found-
ation.

The root cellar wos excavated as a seporate unit in three levels, each
level recorded with Roman numerals. (C I, CH, C-Il)
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