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District [X Building

Site Q Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

[ | Being Considered

STATUS

D Occupied
r- , n . , 
I _ | Unoccupied
, — , n . i XJ Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
P§ Restricted— '
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural 

Q Commercial 

Q Educational 

| | Entertainment

| | Government 

D Industrial 

CD Military 

B§ Museum

[~~1 Park

Q Private Residence

Q Religious

| | Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

State of Kentucky (Department of Finance
STREET AND NUMBER:

State Capitol Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Frankfort Kentucky
CODE

21

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Fayette County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lex ing ton
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Kentucky 21

Tit UE OF SURVEY:

Statewide Survey of Historic Sites
DATE OF SURVEY: «sr D Federal Stat County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Kentucky Heritage Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

401 Mapping Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Frankfort Kpnt-npfcy 21



CONDITION
3OC Excellent D Good Q Fair

(C/iecfc One.) . 

~1 Deteriorated

(Check fine) 

^J^ Altered [~1 Unaltered

a RU

D Moved

ns D Unexposed

(Check One) 

Xx3d Original Site

The Henry Clay Law Office was built by Mr. Clay in 1803 
and is a 20 x 22 foot, one-story structure with basement. 
It later formed the front, southwest corner room-'of a 
larger structure built around it in 1830. When the larger 
structure was built, the roof of the law office was re­ 
moved but the basement and the walls remained intact. The 
building was purchased by the State of Kentucky in 1969
and the outer structure was carefully demolished, re­ 

vealing the structure of the law office. Since that time, 
a restoration program has been in progress and the ex­ 
terior restoration has been completed. The interior 
restoration is to be c6mpleted this year (1971), at which 
time it will be in excellent condition and opened to the 
public. We have used certain of the Clay papers, which 
are housed at the University of Kentucky, to get as 
authentic restoration as possible.
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The significance of Henry Clay in the development of 
our country needs no explanation. This is only one of 
several law offices Clay had which now remains. The 
Law Office is believed to be one of only two buildings 
now^ remaining in Lexington which were built as pro- 
feTsional/offices. Clay occupied this building as his 
law office until ca. Sept., 1810. During this period 
he was elected to successive terms in the Kentucky 
Legislature (1803-1809), was named (1807, 1810) to 
fill unexpired terms in the U.S. Senate, was gaining 
prestige and influence as attorney and political 
leader, and was preparing for his long career in the 
federal government and international law.



The deed to the Law Office was traced in the Fayette County 
Courthouse - Lexington, Kentucky.

Bills of Sale for material used in building of the Law Office 
were obtained through: 1. The Henry Clay Papers 

University, of _-Kent:uckjy % ;,-».-.* 
Lexington, Kentucky 40506
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Richard DeCamp, Executive Director
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ORGANIZATION DATE .

Blue Grass Trust for Historic Preservation .' " ' ' 7"f /?
STREET AND NUMBER:

201 North Mill Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lexington

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forthJ^srtiie National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

( NatiohaJ- \gf State Q Local n
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NameV/.//^^Y^-^'^C;Fv\>i^-Cn"(T^ ^ / x
Title State Liaison Officer

Date A?ril 28 > 1971

STATE

Kentucky
CODE

21

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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