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"Evergreens" is set at the crest of a hill near the top 
of the first Watchung Mountainj the first Mountain range 
west of New York City. This location gives the home a 
sweeping view of the New York skyline. The grounds are 
beautifully landscaped with a variety of specimen trees, 
shrubs and ground covers.

The house is predominantly Queen Anne in style with a 
variety of exterior materials being used in combination. 
The ground level is a mixture of_granite and brick. Here 
and there are richly carved designs and turned wooden spires 
as well as decoratively cut shingles. The high gables and 
dormers employ half timbering and stucco. The roof ,is 
covered in terra cotta tiles. Bay windows are used on the 
lower floors. Windows have small paned leaded glass sash 
above larger clear sash. The chimneys are treated importantly 
The overall effect is an interesting interplay of colors 
and textures characteristic of this style.

Most notable in the interior is the sense of space 
that flows outward from the large central entrance hall 
into a variety of rooms on the ground floor. They them­ 
selves are never tightly enclosed. The extraordinary 
carved oak panelling and carving '< is another important feature. 
Since the treasures accumulated by three generations of 
the family are visible throughout the interior, the eye"of - 
the observer is well fed through its twenty-odd rooms.

Of added interest is the well designed stable - carriage 
house now converted into an independent dwelling. FA- well, 
still functioning, is handsomely enriched by decorative 
wrought iron grillwork.

1. Complete Period furnishings and rugs.
2. Art collection that includes an original George Inness 

painting and an alabaster Taj Mahal; and 19th century 
oriental objects of art.

3. Original/wall coverings.
4. Original/ finish on.all interior oak woodwork.
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Description (continued)

5. 1,000 plus volume library including: a) Microscope, 
b) Games and Minerals, c) History, d) Encyclopedias 
(American, New International, and Britanica 11).

6. Delft tile around dining room fireplace.
7. Dual gas and electric lamps and most with vaseline glass 

shades.
8. Hand operated elevator.
9. Burglar alarm system.
10. Interior communication system.
11. Rooftop observatory with telescope.
12. Mothproof room.
13. Complete woodworking shop - many hand and electric 

tools.
14. Scientific apparatus including Bi and Monocular Spencer 

lens microscopes with many lens, objectives and eye 
pieces.

The main floor of the Carriage house is relatively unaltered 
and includes original box and loose stalls, harness and tack 
room and ample space for a winter and summer carriage and 
a sleigh (not present).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mr. Charles S. Shultz was a prominent Montclair citizen 
whose activities included: President of the Hoboken Savings 
Bank, founder, of.the Charles S. Shultz Building Materials 
Company, organizer of the Montclair Trust Company, President 
of the New Jersey Sayings Bank Assoc., The New York .J3uilding . 
Materials Exchange, and the New York Microscopic .Society.

In 1892 Shultz engaged the architect, Michel Moracin Le Brun 
(1856-1913), a junior member of the architectural offices 
of Napoleon Le Brun & Sons, a leading New York architectural 
firm, to build "Evergreens". The firm designed many projects 
in New York City, including the Home Life Insurance Company, 
Church of the Epiphany, Church of St. Mary the Virgin, and the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Building in Madison Square. 
The later is considered the firm's outstanding achievement. 
Michel and his brother, Pierre,, : both ; assisted their father 
in preparing the plans for this,building. ; The firm also 
produced a number •• of municipal building designs including the 
old New York City Education Building at Park Avenue and 
59th Street. The Shultz House is one of their few residential 
commissions. Michel Le Brun was a resident of Montclair 
from 1896 until his death in 1913. His home was located 
on South Mountain Avenue just down the road from "Evergreens".

The construction was completed in 1896 and from that date 
to this the Shultz family has made it their home. The architec­ 
tural drawings, correspondence and contracts with most 
of the contractors still exist. Photograpsh taken in 1897 
attest to the fact that the interior and exterior of this 
unique time capsule are relatively unchanged. "Evergreens" 
represents a fascinating lopk into an important era.

As Montclair developed into a thriving suburban community, 
its buildings reflected the growth and interests of the 
residents filling in the orchards, farms and wilderness 
with villas, cottages, and mansions. In 1678 Newark settlers 
obtained the land from the foot to the top of the mountain
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Significance (continued)

from the Leni Lenape Indians for 3 coats, 2 guns, 13 barrels 
of rum. By 1705 a road ran from Newark to the Mountain coming 
down what is now Belleville Avenue, Glen Ridge Avenue, and 
Church Street (Old Road) turning north on Valley Road and 
then turning West on Claremont Avenue passing "Evergreens". 
Montclair population increased with construction of the Newark 
Pompton Turnpike (Now Bloomfield Avenue) in 1811, the opening 
of the Morris Canal in 1832 and the beginning of the railroad 
service from Newark in 1856. Montclair*s population in 1868 
was 2,000. The Greenwood Lakes and Jersey City line was 
completed in 1873 and 1900 the population had increased 
to 13,962. Montclair had become a place for summer vacationers 
and a bedroom community for New York City.
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Addendum:

The Shultz House is a fine example of Queen Anne style architecture with a 
reliance upon Tudor half-timbering on the exterior. Designed by noted architect 
Michel Moracin LeBrun this is perhaps the best example of Queen Anne in Essex 
County and is the only known LeBrun work in New Jersey.

The remarkable intact state of preservation of the Shultz House, particularly 
on the interior, makes this one of the most pristine examples of late 19th century 
high style architecture in the state. Notable features, all original, include the 
finished woodwork, tile, wallpaper, furnishings, library, dual gas and electric 
fixtures, rooftop observatory, and complete woodworking shop provide an exceptional 
perspective into the late 19th - early 20th century.


