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1. Name of Property
historic name Azariah Newton House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number_ 44 Silver Hill Road not for publication
city or town Milford vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA countv Worcester code 027 zip code 01757

3. State/Federal Agencv Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thi***nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
JNjneets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

. * nationally « statewide JjTlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Jjimetiure of certifying official/Title Judith BU/IEDonough, Executive Director Date V
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nattonal Park Service Certification
heraby certify that this property is: Date of Action
r entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain);



Azariah Newton House
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial — Georgian

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 _building
sites
.structures
_ Objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone: granite and fieldstone

walls asbestos
roof asphalt
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Azariah Newton House is located in the southeestem part of Worcester County and
consgts of a Sngle Cgpe Cod dwelling on athree-quarters acrelotin the Town of
Milford. Silver Hill Road is gpproximately two miles north-northwest of the center of
town between thetwo rivers, the Charles and the Mill River, both of which flow south
through the TowTl forming alevel highlands between thetwo.  Unlike other parts of
Milford, Silver Hill Road is an areaof relatively flat highlandsyielding the better
agricultural soilsof the Town. The property of the Azariah Newton House is surrounded
by mid-to-late twentieth century subdivision with housesof modest scale and one or two
late eighteenth century propertiesin the vicinity.

Milford isdightly esst of the areacharacterized as the Blackstione Valley and once wes
part of Mendon, which liesto the west. Three numbered routes cut through Milford
connecting it with itsneighbors. Route 16, an esst-west route, leedsfrom Holliston on
the eest through Milford southwest to Hopedde and Mendon. Route 86 originates in
Milford center and extends north through Hopkinton. Route 140 cuts through the
southwest comer connecting the Town to Upton on the west and Bellingham and Franklin
on the south.

The Azariah Newlon House is representative of the ubiquitous Cgpe Cod Cottage builtin
New Englandtownsin the eighteenth century. This house was congmcted in ca 1747
marking the beginning of the period of significance, which extends to ca. 1945 when the
house achieved itspresant condition. The house represents the congstency of function
and the structura architecture that hes been sudained for the last two hundred and fifty
years. Thereisaoneca garage st avay from the Azariah Newton house a theroad
edge. Itisthe only other building or dructure on the lot. Remnants of a largebarn
foundation usad to be visible southeedt of the house. Demoalition of the bam occurred in
the early 1900s

The setting of the houseis picturesque and, dthough the land has been subdivided, the

road retains soenic road characterigics. Thelotisdefined by alow gonewall with an

entrance leading from the roadway aong astone wakway to the Sde entrance of the reaer

el of the house. The lot dopesfrom southeedt to northeest <0 that the root cellar under

the rear €l isabove ground and aretaining wall extends from the road to the northwest

corner of the building forming aflat garden areadong the rear el which today isthe
(continued)
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location of the functional entranceto the Azariah Newton House. The houseis oriented
to the southwest, thus the main entrance faces into the garden area. Ore of the gable ends
of the main block and the sde of the rear el face the road mnning aong the northwest
dde of thelot. The property isdaborated with mature trees, old-fashioned rose bushes,
perennid gardens, and an herb garden. A four-foot high arborvitae hedge grows dose to
the house foundation on the north and west Sdes, with abregk in the hedge marking the
center entrance on the original main faBade.

The eighteenth century Cgpeis congructed around alarge centra chimney and displays a
five-bay, center entrance main facade with geble roof The one and one-haf story house
istwo bays degp with asingle window in the northwest gable peek and two ssehin the
outheest peek. The wide gable endsand the large roof surface are consstent with the ca
mid-eighteenth century date. A single-story, four-bay reer ell extends from the northwest
dde of themain block.

Although the housewas covered with adoestas shingles prior to 1940, the wood
capboards remain under the shingles. The windows of the main (southwest) fafade are
nearly paired with only anarrow division between each of the two windowsflanking the
centered entrance. Six over Sx sseh ae & in plain recessad frames that ae masked by
the asbestos shingles. A louvered wood shutter on eech Sde of each pair visually unites
each st of windows. The former main entrance hes an early twentieth century panded
door reminiscent of Italianate desgn with paired gpplied roundhesded pand moldings
over asingle horizontal gpplied pand over two square pands. The centered entrance dso
hes flanking, full-length, wood louvered shutters, atwentieth century addition.

The southeast Sde of the house displays the wide gable end with anarrow roof overhang
and retum. Great stepping doneslead to an entrance door, which issimilar to themain
centered entrance on the southwest Sde, with gpplied panded molding displaying
rectangular pandlsin place of the roundheaded pandsfound on the center entrance.

Stmcturally the house presentstraditional eighteenth century techniques. The common
rafter framing shows evenly goecad rafters hewn a the endsand laid upon joints or
pockets in the ridge and plates. Long pegsthat pierce the rafters and ridge secure these
joints. Wide board sheathing then islaid over the rafters from the ridge to the front and
reaxr plates (on the southwest and northeest Sdes). The chimney risesthrough the roof

(continued)
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just in front of the ridge and hes rafterslain agang the two sSdesof the chimney. The
house rests on alarge sone foundation with some concrete parging around the main
block. Thereer ell, which isbuih into the dope of the land, hes araised one and granite
block foundation indicating alater date of the mid-nineteenth century, which is consstent
with the interior framing.

The interior plan digplays the common shalow front stair hall infront of the dack with
flanking parlors and three rooms behind; one small room that is separated from the eest
parlor by anarrow entrance hall leading from the esst gable end entranceto the
elghteenth century kitchen, which isthe second room located directly behind the stack
and overlapping with part of the east parlor. A third room isdirectly behind the west
parlor. The old kitchen or kegping room and present dining room, behind the west parlor,
are divided by astairwall thet linesthe attic and cdllar gegps. Thislocation of the gairs
with encadang stairwallsis awkward and would gopeer not to have been part of the
eighteenth century constmction. The reason for this assumption isthat the stairwalls that
now divide the two rooms and enceee the attic and cdllar gepsoverlgp onto the brick
hearth in afashion that would have mede use of the bake over nearly impaossible without
sepping down onto the cdlar gars. However, this dteration gopearsto be amid-
nineteenth century ateration and may be coincident with the addition of the reer ell.
Behind the rooms on the west dde of the house there extends a twenty-four foot one-story
ell with twentieth-century kitchen and two small anterooms behind the kitchen. This ell
isof alater datethan the main block as demondrated by the foundation wall and by the
roof framing. The foundationisof granite and the roof framingin the attic goace above
thisell has smdler membersthan the main block including anarrow ridge and narrow
evenly cut rafters.

Original interior finish isretained and preserved to articulate the early function and
design of thisca 1747 dwelling. Three fireplaces are located in rooms bordering the
center sack that takes up a sizable volume of the core of thehouse Eachfireplaceis
shallow with the exception of the kitchen fireplace, which is degper and hes a crane and
Sparate outsde beehive beke oven.

The front stair hall is not used today however the wood vertical beeded board air wall

with door to gairs that wrap infront of the slack and low door accessng sorage under

the dairs, aein tact. The functional gairs to the cdlar and attic are behind the sack and

sparate the original kitchen from the present dining room behind the front southwest
(continued)
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parlor. There are no front Sairs to the cdllar due to the Sze of the dack which extends to
the front foundationwall in the cdllar. Early aoccess to the attic was from thisfront Sair
hall, however, acocess to the cdllar probably was through the bulkhead on the eest geble
end of the dwelling. Asnoted above, the sair wallsdividing the early kitchervkegping
room from the dining room probably are not part of the origina plan because the dair
walls and cellar door extend on to the degp brick hearth in front of the beke oven making
aoosss to the beke oven difficult. Furthermore it would have been unusud for a house of
the origina Szeto havetwo satsof dars to the attic. Additional sructura reseexchis
necessaxy to account for this odd dteration of plan. Theseinterior rear dairs leading to
the cdllar have been replaced within the lat fifty years thus yield little information about
original date or location. It should be noted that the stair wall facing into the
kitchen/keeping room is mede of vertical besded tongue and groove pandsof varying
width and straightness and may have beenrelocated. 1tis smilar to other panding in the
room and other parts of the house that are consstent with an eighteenth century date.

Stmctura membersvisiblein the cdllar are as expected: large chimney girts mnning front
to back dong the sde of the done chimney bese have large rough hewn beams, some
retaining bark, connecting the end sillswith the chimney girts by means of mortise and
tenonjoints. Asnoted above, the large sone chimney base takes up mos of the cellar
and extendsto the front foundation wall, thus is only viewed on three Sdes. Clearly this
wes part of theoriginal desgn as the large chimney base donesare laid up randomly and.
interwoven to form one wall of oneconstruction. Asnoted above, there is abulkhead
leading from the cdllar to the outsde & the eedt gable end, next to the Sde or southesst
entranceto the little hall leading to the old kitchen. The Sde wallsand the sill & the top
of the bulkhead are large granite andfiel dstonesimilar to the rest of the mid-eighteenth
century foundation. The cdlar of the rear ell isnot connected with that of the main block
and is acocessed by an exterior door inthe end wall of the reer ell foundation.

Stmctura evidence in the attic, the half-story above the main block, confirms the mid
eighteenth century date and the evolution of thisdwelling. The breadth of the house, the
low roof pitch, and the wide expanse of the roof areaclearly are evident, as well as the
roof and framing smcture in the unfinished attic. The cut into the original housg's roof
areato atach the reer el digplays exterior roof sheething with evidence of the-nal holes
for shingles. Further the roof structure of thered ell shows sawvn common raftersthat are

(continued)
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simply laid on anarrow ridge board. Alsoin the attic on the southeest end of the original
house are two small rooms with plaster wallsand board and batten doors. Each of the
two rooms has awindow accounting for the exterior view of twowindowsin the
outheest gable peak. Attic floor boards are wide and in excdlent unfinished, undtered
condition.

Architectural interior detail is extendve and includes raised field pand fire placewalls,
interior wood partition walls, panded doors and eighteenth century hardware, and wide
pine floor boards Thefireplacewallsin each of the two front parlorsflankingthe
centered entrance stairhall display multiple pattemswith araised field four-paneled door
a the front end of eech wall leading to the center gair hall and againg acassd pos. Each
room has apattern of three or four Sde-by-sde vertica pandsover the mantd, atwo
panded door to anarrow shelved dosat on one Sde of the mantel and a cupboard and
uare panelson the other sde. In the southwest parlor, now aliving room, there is
evidence of eighteenth century and later Federd-like paneling. A bolection molding
frames the fireplace opening, however anarrow mantd that israised abovethe fireplace
opening, sgparates two sasof three pandsover the fireplace. Thisfireplacewall hes
recessad pandswith af i nebeed framing the recessed pandsreminiscent of Federd-style
detail. The closat door in thisroom to the right of thefireplacehas two large pands, H-
hinges and only awood latch.

In the southeest parlor, now abedroom, thefireplacewall hesarich raised field pand
pattern with H-hinges, thumb latch on the hall door and small wood twist latch on the
shallow closet door, and HL hinges on the cupboard door. The mantd in thisroom adso
may have been added in the early nineteenth century. The lintel of thisfireplaceis a
siripped wide board with apainted quote similar to othersin the house that were added
fifty yearsago by the present owners.

The keeping room or original kitchen behind the chimney stack hes vertical tongue and
groove panding, the boards of which are irregular in width and draghtness. The large
cookingfireplaceopening is nearly four feet high and hes avertical boardfireplacewall
with two narrow raised-field panded wall cupboards cut into the upper comersand a
vertical panded door over the beehive bake oven which is outsde and to the right of the
main firegplace opening. A large iron craneis atached to the interior wall of the cooking

(continued)



MPSFan«1»4a0-« OMa Appro..!No. t02*.00t8

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Azanah Newton House
Milford (Worcester Co.), MA
7 6
Section number Page

fireplace. This room hes two windows, & the rear of the main block; one six-over-six
similar to other windows of the house and onefifteen-over-fifteendouble-hung saeh that
gopears to have all old glass and munton barsof an early window, possibly evidence of
the original kind of window.

Alterations are congstent with the preservation trends of the early twentieth century and
are interesting for the pattem and interest of preservation demondrated in this areathat
was aremote mral community a the tum of the century. Although the windows are the
expected configuration with the exception of the onefifteen-over-fifteensagh, they
gopeear to be early twentieth century reproductions noted by the munton bar profile and
the overadl conformity and tightness that would be unusud for mid-eighteenth century
windows. The exposad beams with aswirled plaster ceiling have been added after the
period of significance and are not accurate nor original to the constmction or decoration
of the eighteenth century dwelling. The exposad beams are not consgent with cased
dructura posts as ssen in each room, nor do they extend to and connect to cross beams
andfirst-storyplates in the gppropriate locations. Most aout plaster and panded walls in
an awkward fashion. However, the concept of exposad beams was a popular notion until
just after the mid-1900s when structura andysis dispelled this misunderstanding of
Second Period condtruction. Also condgtent with early preservation trends isthe fact that
many of the panded walls had been Sripped of paint and were in amore natura Sate.
The present owners have painted most which more accuratdy reflects mid- to late-
eighteenth century finishing prectices.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric stes are recorded on the Azariah Newton House property, Stes may
be present. Two prehistoric Stes have been recorded in the generd area(within one
mile). One Ste borders Charles River wetlands located to the eedt, the other Ste borders
Mill River wetlands to the west. "Some arrowheads’ have reportedly been found onthe
property, however thesefi ndshave not been documented.  Environmental characteristics
(dope, drainage, disance to wetlands) of the property are favorablefor many typesof
prehistoric dtes. The property occupies awell-drained level to moderately doping eedt
facing terrace overlooking atributary sream of the Charles River. The unnamed dream
drains southerly converging with Huckleberry Brook, other unnamed ponds and wetlands

(continued)
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then adammed portion of the Charles River known a Milford Pond about onemile
southeedt of the property. Given the above information, the small Sze of the property
(.75 acre) and historic period development, amoderate potentia exigts for the recovery of
prehistoric resources.

A high potential exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourceson the
Azariah Newton House property. Further documentary research combined with
archaeologica survey and testing can document the locations of outbuildings and
occupationd related feetures (trash pits, privies, wells) that were probably present on the
property. Foundation gonesfrom alarge bam, demolished inthe early 1900's, were
visible southeest of the house until the mid 20* century. Stmctural evidence of additional
barns and sheds may a0 be present. One well isknown on the property, however
additional wells may aso exist rdated to earlier periods of occupancy. The locations of
privies and trash pitdareas ae presently unknown, however archaeologica evidence of
these types of occupationd features are aso probably present. Constmction features
should aso exist around the house and possibly some outbuildings.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marl< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING and DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
C. 1747-1949

Significant Dates
c. 1747

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
N/a

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
_ Federal agency
Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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1 ne Azarian iNewton House retains itsorigmai siting on anow reauceallot. itis
reflective of an eghteenth century dwelling, which isintact, displaying distinctive
characterigtics of the type and method of constmction found in the 1700s  The houseis
one of the only local examples of Second Period architecture of the Cgpe Cod plan. A
more precise mid eighteenth century date is assodated with the property bassd on known
land ownership, marriage datesand daborated detail attributed to the bride's family who
are noted inloca histories as being accomplished carpenters and housebuilders. The
property retains architectural and historical integrity and is significant for the period
beginning incal747 when it was congdmcted to ca 1945 when the property achieved its
present sate of preservation, and throughout which significant Milford familieswere
associated with the property. Itis dso assodaed with the agricultural development of
the community. The Azariah Newton House retains integrity of location, setting, design,
asociation, materiads, workmanship, and fegling. The property metsCriteria A and C of
the National Regiger of Historic Facesand is significant a the local level.

Milford's settlement pattem, as a suburban-indudtrid hill town with commercia center,
followsthe typical pattern from an agriculturad community to smal scde industrial
activity of the expanded boot and shoeindustry supported by the water ways and the
establishment of the Boston and Albany Branch Railroad. The first European settlement
was ca. 1700 when Milford was part of the Mendon North Purchaseof 1691. The early
agricultural settlement was on Silver Hill and in the river valleys for the rich soils.
Religious unrest and dissatisfaction with the Mendon minister led to formation of the
Second precinct and congtruction of a Ssoond Parish meeting housein 1741, This
precinct would become incorporated as Milford in 1780. Somemills were located on the
Charles River near the center of Milford, however the primary economic bese was
derived from farming until the early nineteenth century when boot and shoe
manufactories proliferated as well as hat and bonnet manufacturing, two cotton and
woolen mills, and carriage manufacturing.

The mid 1800s was aperiod of significant economic and demogrgphic development.
With the advent of the railroad came the expangon of the boot and shoe manufacturing
and related industries, and the significant migration of Irish workers. Also granite
quarries were commercidized with 75 gone cutters a two quarries owned by the Boston

(continued)
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and Albany Railroad. In the late nineteenth century agricultural procesdsas well asthe
number of householdsinvolved in farming declined only to rise again after the turn of the
century. Increeseswere seenin production of dairy fanning, vegetable gardening, and
poultry raising.

Originally part of Mendon, Milford's boundaries are aresult of severd dhanges over the
last two centuries. First the town of Milford was part of the Quinshepaug Plantation of
1667 and the Mendon North Purchese of 1691. In 1741 the Sscond Mendon Parish or
Precint was established and in 1780, that Parish was s&t of f from Mendon and
incorporated as the sgparate town of Milford. At that time there were only about 750
resdents. In 1835 the boimdaries of Holliston and Hopkinton were dtered to effect
Milford and in 1886 part of Milford was st off & Hopedae to the southwest. Additional
boundary changesa Upton and Hopkinton occurred in 1907 and as late as 1962
Population grew steadily and substantialy from the late e ghteenth century to 1,360
resdentsin 1830 to nearly 10,000 by 1870, aresult of the industrialization of thistown.
A dight decreesein population occurred in the late 1880swith the formation of
Hopedae, however the continued growth in the economic beseand industrialization of
Milford ledto and increeseto 13, 600 in 1915 and over 15,000 by 1940. The twenfieth
century population growth is attributed in large part to Italian immigrantswho by 1940
mede up 50% of Milford's population.

At the timeof the establishment of Mendon's Sscond Precinct the population of the area
that was to become Milford was smdl with only twenty-six persons signing the covenant
to establish the Second Parish sgparate from Mendon's First Parish. One of thefirst
familieswas that of John Jones who had anumber of children, al of whom built houses
in Mendon's Second Parish, now Milford. 1n 1745-46 the daughter of Deacon Nathaniel
and Priscilla Corbett Jones married Azariah Newton (ca. 1719-1794), whose family was
from Westborough. Ord tradition maintainsthat the sons of John Jones, of which
Nathaniel Jones was one, were house builders and built thiswell preserved Cgpe Cod
cottege for Azariah and Sarah Jones Newton in ca 1747. The Jonesand Newton families
were Congregationdists and the first church servicesin Milford, then Mendon's Sscond
Parish, were heldin the house of John Jones father of Deacon Nathanie Jones and
grandfather of Sarah Jones Newlon.

(continued)
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The Newton Farm encompassed many aores on both Sdes of Silver Hill Road and was
maintained by two generations of the family. Azariah and Sarah Newton's, son, |chabod,
married Rhoda Chapinin 1769 and lived on the property inasmal housethat isno
longer extant, until the degth of Ichabod and three children from influenzain 1778.
Newton's daughter, Hannah married Danid Carter in 1787 and they too lived on the

property.

Following Azariah's degth in 1794 hiswife, Sarah Newton, inherited half of hisred
edate, all of the ingde beongings of furnishings and wearing gppard, and the cattle. The
other half of thered estate and the "outdoor utensils' were inherited by his daughter,
Hannah (d. 1813), whose husband, Daniel Carter (1820), was the executor.  Sareh
remained here until her deeth in 1808 a age 86 years.

The next family assodiated with this property isthat of Emory Sumner (1791-1870), who
was descended from someof the earliest settlersof the North Purchase of Mendon, now
Milford. Emory and his brother, Ellis Sumner, lived two contragting life styles with Ellis
in agoacious house a 209 Purchase Strest, still extant, and Emory in this impretentious
modest farmhouse. Emory Sumner, ahouse carpenter, wes referred to as a""quiet and
exemplary citizen" by the late nineteenth century historian, Adin Ballou. Emory Sumner
married Lois Sedler in 1817. Two more generatlions of Sumnerslived hereuntil 1916,
their son, Lovett Haven (b. 1820) and wife, Mary A. Jannessfollowed by Lovett's
daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, and her husband, Lorenzo Perrigo. Thus membersof the
Sumner family were respongble for the nineteenth century reer ell addition. Both the
Newtons and Sumners are assodated with early settlers and both familiesboadt illustrious
and dedicated town fathers, however, thoseliving a this property are described in local
histories as modest people who were part of the agricultura development of thetown.
The daborated detail of the house is attributed to Azariah Newton's wife'sfamily.

The assumption that the Joneses known as house builders, consgmcted this property for
Sarah Jonesand her husband Azariah Newton would account for the bold detail and
variety of panding found in the housa The methods of congtruction and thevaried
architectural detail, which iswell presarved, contribute to the architectural significance of
this property. Further reseerch is necessary to determine the accuracy of the congtruction
date assodated with the Newton marriage and the assumption that the house was built by
his bride's family, the Joneses

(continued)
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The house had severd owners from 1916 to 1944, when Thelma and Arthur Floyd
purchased the house. For the ladt fifty-five yearsthe Floyds have been intent on
preserving the important and somewhat unique architectural features of this Sscond
Period dwelling.

There are many idiosyncradies found in the property that may be clarified with further
reseerch and would shed light not only on the evolution of this property but dso onthe
development of the community. For example, the evidence of the one 15/15 double hung
window introduces the thought that in the original houseall windows may have been of
thislarger 9ze. The narrow divide between each of the two windowsflanking the
centered entrance on the southwest faBade may be reflective of replacements of sangle
large 15/15 saeh. The location of the attic and cellar Sgps near the hearth of the
eighteenth century kitchen ispuzzling and not consstent with typical Cgpe Cod house
plans. There may be physica structura evidence to explain whether these Sarswere
moved and from where. Finally the variation in architectural detail and the sophistication
of the finishing details pose questions about the builders, other works, and the reesons for
such daboration for the farmerswho wereto live here

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehigtoric settlement and subsstencein Milford are poorly understood,
any surviving Stescould be significant. Prehistoric Stesin this areacan be important by
providing information on upland/interior Stesin generd, especidly those dtesin the
interior Charles River drainage within which the Newton House beongs. Prehistoric
dtesin thisareamay containinformation that helps undersand the extent to which river
drainage boundaries influenced the socia, cultura and economic systemsof Native
people who lived in the area. The Charles River drainege drains northerly and easterly to
the Boston Harbor locale. Less than one mile west of the Newton Housg, the Mill River,
part of the Blackstone River drainage, ultimately connects the Worcester Plaeeu locae
with the waters of Narragansett Bay to the south in Rhode Idand. Prehigtoric Stesin the
areaof the Newton House may contain information that indicates the extent to which
Native American socid, cultural and economic sysems were influenced by the natural
resources present in these different aress as well as the different Native cultural groups
that occupied each area Prehigtoric Stesin the Newton House locale can dso help

(continued)
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establish the nature of Native sttlement in more upland/interior aress beyond the
floodplains and middleto lower reechesof the major drainages sated above. Interior
portions of both the Charles and Blackstone River drainages are underreported indicating
an important part of the Native American subssence and settlement sysem modds may
be missing inour current database. Prehidtoric Stesin this areacan be significant by
more fully defining the local and regiona subsstence and settlement models by
contributing examples of Ste variability and resource use within the district area

Historic archaeological resources described above havethe potentia to contribute socidl,
cultural and economic information on afarm and it's inhabitants thet played an important
role inthe agricultural devdopment of the town. Documentary reseerch and
archaeologicd testing can identify artifacts, features and structura remains which can
help reconstmct the layout of one of the first homesand farmsin Milford. This
information can test the accuracy of the construction date assodated with the Newton
marriage and the assumption that the house wes built by the bride's family, the Joneses.
Archaeological testing may produce artifacts and information on constmction methods
and architectura details for the Newton House which through comparative sudieswith
other properties might be assodated with the Jonesfamily constmction. Archaeologica
resources may be present which can help define amore definite construction date and any
architecturd variations which may be present in one of the only local examples of Second
Period architecture of the Cgpe Cod Plan. Structura evidence from outbuildings and
detailed andyss of occupationa related features can contribute additional information
relating to the technology and types of agricultura production that occurred & the farm.
Similar reseerch may a0 produce information indicating the extent to which boot and
shoeor hat and bonnet manufacturing may have been conducted & the farm, possibly asa
cottage type industry. Detailed andyss of occupationd related features might dso
contribute information on the lives of the occupants of the farm who were reportedly
modest yet some of the more significant familiesinMilford. Archaeologica resources
together with documentary studies can define local use of the term moded, & leedt asit
goplies to the farms inhabitants and town.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property Vi acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 290560 4671250
Zone Basting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Gretchen Schuler, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR director, MHC

organization_ Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Blvd. .telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Arthur and Thelma Floyd
street & number 44 Silver Hill Road . telephone 508-473-1573
city or town Milford state MA ,Zip code 01757

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries for the National Register nomination includethe lot lines of 44 Silyer
Hill Road a shown on Town of Milford Assessors Atlas, Shet No. 21, Lot No. 23 and
are described inthe deed found in Book 2211, Pege561 a the Worcester County
Registry of Deeds.

Boundary Justification

The lot lines of 44 Silyer Hill Road form the houselot for the Azariah Newton House a5
it isowned and described in the ownership deed a thistime. The land that once was part
of the farm has been subdiyided and consgtructed upon, thus no longer lends integrity to
this property. The existing boundaries definealegd building lot and an gppropriate
house ot separate from the farming land of the padt, articulating the immediate physica
surroundings of the early house.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galyin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

August 25, 199

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stregt, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
Azariah Newton Houss, 44 Silver Hill Roed, Milford (Worcester Co.), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and haes bean sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg \
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

encdosure

cc. Arthur & ThemaFloyd, owners
Robert M. Andreoia, Chair, Milford Historical Commission
Gretchen Schuler, Presarvatiion Consultant
John J. Speroni, J., Chair, Milford Board of Sdectmen
Reno Del_uzio, Town Planner

220 Morrissey Bouleyard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 - TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state. ma.  us/sec/mhc



