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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION C H E C K O N E C H E C K ONE 

J^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED JCORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS J^LTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located within the Qulnoy Center Historic D i s t r i c t , the Qunicy Post 

Office i s situated on one of the city's main throughways, Washington Street, 

at the corner of Maple Street. On the outskirts of the downtown business 

d i s t r i c t , the adjacent buildings include an insurance company, commercial 

property, two churches (including the historic United First Paufish Church), 

and the well-known H.H. Richardson designed Thomas Crane (Quincy Public) 

Librairy. 

.PHYSICAL APPEARANCE. 

The building and i t s corner property are i n excellent condition. Built 

of Indiana limestone with a granite base, the Post Office i s on the front 

l e f t part of the si t e , with a paved vehicle maneuvering area in the rear and 

to the right. To the sides of the main entry are a bus stop on the l e f t and 

a landscaping of grass and shrubs to the rig h t . In plan, the building has a 

large vestibule flanked by the Postmaster's office and workroom space, the 

public lobby behind with auxiliary services to each side, and the workroom, 

mail vestibule, and platform beyond the service screen. 

Six gr£Lnite steps with railings, wing walls and ornamental lampposts 

create the main approach to this two-story structure. The front (north) 

elevation i s a seven-bay composition with a central five-bay pavilion. 

Paired pilasters boarder the pavilion and mark the original building's 

corners. The building's mass i s reduced with vertical elements from the base 

to the entablature's s o f f i t for door and window placement. Windows are wood 

sash, double-hung, the f i r s t floor with 8/12 lights, the second floor with 

8/8 lights . Between them are recessed, decorated metal spandrels. The three 

entrances are framed with plain, crisp stone architraves. The later added 

second floor windows are distinguished by their limestone s i l l s , some plain 

and others with dentils. An entablature with a denticulated cornice 

surrounds the original building. A shingled hip roof and low, stepped 

limestone parapet complete the main elevation. 
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An original 1909 photograph shows that the building had a second floor 

r e t r o f i t t e d into i t i n 1933. The center doorway was the only entry while the 

outer doorways were windows. The window reveals were door height; above 

which were highly decorated panels. Over the door's l i n t e l was a pediment 

with swags, medallions, and sculptured f l o r a l s . 

The east and west elevations, are similar i n detail to the front 

elevation, replacing the original one-story windows and blind panels with , 

two windows and a metal spandrel. The addition raises the entablature and 

cornice (no longer denticulated) height. The vertical slots are shallower, 

have limestone s i l l s , and are i n f i l l e d with large metal-framed casement 

windows. The new section, housing the two story height workroom, i s covered 

' by a f l a t roof. On the east side, a secondary entry once located i n the 

f i r s t bay behind the front elevation (like the original front one) i s now a 

window. The rear (south) elevation includes an enclosed mail platform. 

Old photographs show the original south elevation had five grand 

arched window openings flanked by receiving doors. 

The vestibule i s rectangular, with stairs on each side to the second 

floor reached through stained wood doors. The floor i s pale green and black 

checkerboard terrazzo with a black border. The walls are li g h t Louisiana 

marble with thin, darker strips and a black base. Each entrance i s opposed 

by two glass and wood freimed inner doors with brass handles. Decorative 

metal g r i l l e s are throughout the space for heating. The ceiling and i t s 

molding are of plaster. 

The public lobby has a black terrazzo floor with pale green borders, a 

Louisiana marble wainscot with a black marble base, plaster walls and 

molding, and a plaster ceiling. The l e f t wall has stained wood doors to the 

workroom and maneiger's office. Above the customer box area and service area 

are large wood framed and smoked glass windows. A decorated entablature and 

denticulated cornice surrounds the room, depicting small scenes of ships, 

men and eagles within circular plates that are separated by swags and stars. 

Within the ceiling are three skylights, now i n f i l l e d with panels (eight 
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of which are new fluorescent fixtures). Eight original hanging brass and 

smoked glass fixtures are no longer operable. 

An original photograph shows that the previous lobby extended the 

length of the front elevation with rows of Roman doric columns and pilasters 

supporting a detailed entablature, presenting a Classical loggia for the 

service area. 

" .ALTERATIONS. 

The original 1909 building went through major alterations in 1932, 

adding on a large workroom, a second floor, and replacing the old interior. 

Two skylights above the service counter area in the workroom have been 

covered over. In the attic, i t appears that exterior windows were once above 

these skylights. The roof once of copper, now retains only copper gutters. 
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The Quincy Main Post Office, designated as the James A. Burke Building 
in 1982, is a monumental structure in the Classical Revival style. Built in 
1909, i t was renovated and enlarged in 1933. I t i s architecturally 
significant as a product of the office of U.S. Treasury Supervising 
Architect James Knox Taylor. This buildings form, design, elements, plan 
and siting reflect early 1900's Federal Government design and construction 
policies. 

A larger measure of this edifice's significance is inextricably bound 
to i t s siting. Together with H.H. Richardson'sRomanesque Thomas F. Crane 
Library across the street, the Quincy Main post office illustrates important 
national trends in late 19th and early 20th century American architecture. 
This buildings restrained symmetrical, linear classical Revival surface 
treatments, boxy form, and monochromatic Indiana Limestone materials 
contrast with the library's irregular plan, polychromatic materials and 
robust curvillinear ornamentation. These two buildings form a "dialogue" 
reminiscent of Copley Square, Boston's Richardsonian Romanesque Trinity 
Church and the Rennaissance Revival Boston Public Library. Indeed, the 
Quincy Main Post Office illustrates the return of "classicism" advocated by 
U.S. Treasury Supervisory Architect James Knox Taylor. During Taylor's 
tenure (1897-1912), government buildings were designed to express Classical 
and democratic ideals and to symbolize power, organization and 
institutionalization." 

James Knox Taylor (1857-?) was born in Knoxville, Illinois. He 
attended M.I.T. from 1877-1879. During the I880's and I890's he was 
employed in private practice in New York, St. Paul and Philadelphia. In 
1895 he began work as a draftsman in the office of the U.S. Treasury 
Supervising Architect. He was appointed Supervising Architect in 1897. 
During his tenure the number of building under Treasury Department control 
increased from 399 in 1879 to 1,126 in 1912. Most of the Post Offices 
outside major cities after 1904 were designed within Taylor's department. 
Examples of Taylor's work include U.S. government buildings at two world's 
fairs: The Trans Mississippi Exhibition (1897) and Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition (1904-5). Taylor's Boston area Post Offices included buildings 
at Brockton, MA (I898), Fitchburg, MA (1901), Lawrence, MA (1905), Beverly, 
MA (1911), Chelsea, MA (1912). After 1912, Taylor served as Director of the 



O M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

"The Patriot Ledger", February 26, 1909 MA: Quincy ; Dec. 15, 1933; Jan. 21, 1933; 
History of Post Office Construction 1900-1940, July, 1982 
Original photographs - property of Quincy Post Office 
Who was Who i n America - James Knox Taylor 
Craig, Lois, ed.. The Federal Presence: Architecture, P o l i t i c s and Symbols i n the United  
States Government Building. Cambridge. Massachusetts: lhe MfT Prpsq^ 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
.602 ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

UTM REFERENCES 

ALLLSJ I3l3.4l 8.2IQ| U.6t7.9l3.4.5l 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLU I I • I . • M . I • I . . 1 

UL 
ZONE EASTING  

D L ^ I I • I . • 
J I • I • I • . I 

NORTHING 

I I I I I, I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Southeast to Northwest, 124.07'along Washington Street 
Northeast to Southwest, 159.19' along side l o t l i n e 
Northwest to Southeast, 41.57' perpendicular to side l o t l i n e 
Northeast to Southwest, 67.0' along side l o t l i n e 
Northwest to Southeast, 88.58' along rear l o t l i n e 

Southwest to Northeast, 208.73' along Maple Street Curved East corner of s i t e i s 17.31' 

— LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

niFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Steven M. Smith, Project Manager 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

SULLIVAN DESIGN GROUP, INC. Septp-mber 2 4 . 1985 
STREETS! NUMBER TELEPHONE 

44 Adams Street (617) 848-1545 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Braintree MaggarhiiRPtl-s n ? 1 « 4 

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

Y E s X NO NONE 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION ICERSIGNATURE 

In compliance with Executive Order 11 593,1 hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in w h i c p ^ present the n^minatiorjuuhe State Review Board and to 

evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of sigpifl^ance iy^!z_NatjOnal ^tatp Local. 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE R e a l t y S p e c i a l i ^ , ^ ^ e n i o r DATE A p r i l 4 , 1986 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
I l / i ^ B Y CERTIFV THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER rfEffiEBY C^RTIRf THAT Tl-

DATE 

^ ^ E ^ A ^ C H E O L O G Y AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

^HE NATIONArWEOtSTiF" 

DATE 

GPO 899-214 



NPS Form lO-WO-* Exp. 10-31-84 
CM2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service "^"^ 

National Register of Historic P laces 
liiveiitory''~~NoiiiiiiatiOii Form '*̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ illlHIIIIMMIiii 
Continuation sheet Quincy Main Post Office Item number 8 P^9e 2 

Department of Architecture at M.I.T. 
Taylor advocated the construction of monumental government buildings 

with high quality building materials and individual rather than standardized 
design. The use of Indiana limestone for this building's facing materials 
i l l u s t r a t e Taylor's preference for expensive, imprinted stone. The use of 
limestone ties i n with the advocacy of individualism in design - no effort 
was made to construct a Post Office i n Quincy that would be compatible with 
the town's granite buildings. 

The Quincy Post Office's most innovative feature was a "peephole" 
area. This included several hundred feet of secret passageways or "cat 
walks" where s l i t s in the walls were used for looking into room where postal 
clerks were working. In this way, mail theft i n the post office could be 
detected and employees loafing on the job could not do so in secret. 

The Quincy Post Office's l o t was purchased for $12,000. Since 1878 i t 
had been housed in a mansard cottage on Granite Street, near Hancock Street. 
Excavation started i n October 1907. The building opened to the public on 
February 28, 1909. Present at the dedication ceremonies were two 
Congressmen who secured funds for this building, William Scarsfield McNary 
(1863-1930) and Harrison Henry Atwood (1663-1951*). 

In 1933, the "old structure was completely torn out and only the walls 
were l e f t standing". The interior renovation, rear extension and new second 
floor cost $2if0,000. The work was accomplished "without regard to cost". 
The new interior displayed "gold-tinted marble walls and expensive stone 
quarried i n Louisiana". The new second floor contained Federal offices 
including an I.R.S. office. This building was reopened on December 19, 
1933. 

The Quincy Main Post Office's renovation and enlargement provided 
Quincy's unemployed with jobs at the height of the Depression. In 1933 
major local industries such as granite quarrying were on reduced work 
schedules ( i n 1933, 87 granite firms i n Quincy were on 3 day work schedules 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., " i n order to spread employment in the industry". In 
addition, the city council k i l l e d a proposal to build a new $500,000 City 
Hall that would have provided construction jobs. 

In 1982 the Quincy Post Office became the only post office i n the 
Greater Boston area named in honor of an individual. Within the vestibule 
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i s a plaque that reads "This building i s designated The James A. Burke 
Building i n honor of the Congressman from the 11th Congressional d i s t r i c t of 
Massachusetts who served with distinction from 1958 to 1978 by Act of 
Congress P.L. 97-314, October 14, 1982. Throughout a distinguished career 
of public service. James A. Burke stood with courage regardless of the 
issue". He maintained his offices on the second floor of the building and 
i s best known for his work on behalf of the Medicare b i l l . 
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The Ifonorable Francis X. hfcC^uley 
>feyor. Ci ty of Quincy 
Quincy Ci ty Hal l 
1305 Hancock Street 
Quincy, MA 02169 

Dear ^feyor McC^uley: 

The U.S. Postal Service i n conjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer i n Bostcai has evaluated the Main Post Office i n Quincy 
and has determined i t is significant from an historical viewpoint. 

In view of the above evaluatiai, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate 
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence. 

I f you ocxicur with our proposed action, kindly retum a signed copy of this 
let t e r in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

[ory Gi 
General f̂ana' 

Concur 
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Washington, DC 20260 

A p r i l 4, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Histo r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post 
o f f i c e located at 47 Washington Street, Norfolk County, 
Quincy, Massachusetts. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s nomination, 
please c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerel 

ohn S. Sorenson 
Realty Specialist, Senior 
Office of Real Estate 

Enclosure 

APR 9 1986 


