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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located within the Qulnoy Center Historic District, the Qunicy Post
Office i s situated onone of the city's main throughways, Washington Street,
at the corner of Maple Street. Qnthe outskirts of the downtown business
district, the adjacent buildings include aninsurance conpany, conmerci al
property, two churches (including the historic United First Paufish Church),
and the well-known HH Richardson designed Thomas Crane (Quincy Public)
Librairy.

. PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The building and it scorner property arein excellent condition. Built
of Indiana limestone with agranite base, the Post Office is onthe front
left part of the site, with a paved vehicle nmaneuvering area in the rear and
to the right. Tothe sides of the nmain entry area bus stop onthe left and
a landscaping of grass and shrubs t othe right. In plan, the building has a
large vestibule flanked by the Postmaster's office and workroom space, the
public | obby behind with auxiliary services t oeach side, and the workroom
mai | vestibule, and platform beyond t he service screen.

Six grflnite steps with railings, wing walls and ornamental |anpposts
create the main approach tothis two-story structure. Thefront (north)
el evation is a seven-bay conposition with a central five-bay pavilion.
Paired pilasters boarder the pavilion and nark the original building's
corners. The building's nmass i s reduced with vertical elenents fromthe base
to the entablature's soffit for door and w ndow pl acenent. Wndows are wood
sash, doubl e-hung, the first floor with 812 lights, thesecond floor with
8/8 lights. Between themare recessed, decorated netal spandrels. The three
entrances areframed with plain, crisp stone architraves. Thelater added
second floor windows aredistinguished by their limestone sills, sone plain
and others with dentils. Anentablature with a denticulated cornice
surrounds the original building. Ashingled hip roof and low, stepped
|'i mestone parapet conplete the main elevation,
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An original 1909 photograph shows that the buil dinghad a second floor
retrofitted into i tin 1933. The center doorway was the only entry whilet he
outer doorways were w ndows. The w ndow reveal s were door height; above
whi ch were highly decorated panels. Over the door's lintel was a pedi ment
with swags, medal lions, and sculptured florals.

The east and west elevations, aresimlar indetail tothe front
el evation, replacing the original one-story w ndows and blind panels with
two wi ndows and a metal spandrel. The additionraises the entablature and
cornice (nolonger denticulated) height. The vertical slots are shallower,
have limestone sills, and areinfilled with |arge metal-framed casenent
w ndows. The new section, housing the two story height workroom i s covered

" by aflat roof. On the east side, a secondary entry once located in the
first bay behind thefront elevation (like the original front one) is nowa
wi ndow. The rear (south) elevationincludes an enclosed mail platform

ad photographs showthe original south elevation had five grand
arched w ndow openings flanked by receiving doors.

The vestibuleis rectangular, with stairs on each side tothe second
floor reached through stained wood doors. The floor i s pale green and black
checkerboard terrazzo with a black border. The walls arelight Louisiana
marble with thin, darker strips and a black base. Each entrance i s opposed
by two glass and wood freined inner doors with brass handles. Decorative
metal grilles arethroughout thespace for heating. The ceiling and its
mol ding areof plaster.

The public lobby has a black terrazzo floor with pale green borders, a
Loui siana marbl e wai nscot with a black marble base, plaster walls and
mol di ng, and a plaster ceiling. The left wall has stained wood doors t o the
wor kroom and manei ger's office. Above t he custoner box area and service area
are large wood franmed and snoked gl ass w ndows. A decorated entablature and
denticul ated cornice surrounds the room depicting small scenes of ships,
nen and eagles within circular plates that areseparated by swags and stars.
Wthin the ceiling arethree skylights, nowinfilled with panels (eight
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of which arenew fluorescent fixtures). Eight original hanging brass and
smoked gl ass fixtures areno | onger operable.

An original photograph shows that the previous |obby extendedthe
length of thefront elevation with rows of Fonan doric col unns and pilasters
supporting a detailed entablature, presenting a Classical loggia for the
service area.

. ALTERATI ONS.

The original 1909 building went through major alterationsin 1932,
adding on a large workroom a second floor, and replacing theoldinterior.
Two skylights above the service counter area i nthe workroom have been
covered over. Intheattic, it appears that exterior w ndows were once above
these skylights. The roof once of copper, now retains only copper gutters.
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SPECIFIC DATES Construction Began: Oct, 199" LDER/ARCHITECT
Dedication: Feb. 28. 1909

STATEMENT 0F S N A CANE Dec. 15, 1933: Addition

Janmes Knox Tayl or, Architect

The Quincy Main Post OFfice, designated as the James A Burke Buil ding
in 1982, i s a nonunental structure i nthe Classical Revival style. Builtin
1909, it was renovated and enlarged in1933. It isarchitecturally
significant as a product of theoffice of US Treasury Supervising
Architect Janes Knox Taylor. This buildings form design, elenents, plan
and siting reflect early 1900's Federal Governnent design and construction
policies.

Alarger neasure of this edifice's significancei s inextricably bound
toitssiting. Together with HH R chardson' sRomanesque Thonas F. Orane
Library across the street, the Quincy Min post office illustrates inportant
national trends i nlate 19th and early 20th century Americanarchitecture.
Thi's buildings restrained synmmetrical, linear classical Revival surface
treatnents, boxy form and nonochronatic Indiana Linestone materials
contrast with thelibrary's irregular plan, polychromatic materials and
robust curvillinear ornanentation. These two buildings forma "dial ogue"
remniscent of Copley Square, Boston's Richardsonian Ronanesque Trinity
Church and t he Rennai ssance Revival Boston Public Library. Indeed, the
Quincy Main Post Officeillustrates thereturn of "classicism advocated by
US Treasury Supervisory Architect Janes Knox Taylor. During Taylor's
tenure (1897-1912), governnent buil dings were designed to express Classical
and dermocratic ideals and to synbolize power, organization and
institutionalization."

Janmes Knox Taylor (1857-?) was born i nKnoxville, Illinois. H
attended MI.T. from 1877-1879. During the 1880's and 1890's he was
enpl oyed i nprivate practicei nNw York, St. Paul and Philadel phia. In
1895 he began work as a draftsman i ntheoffice of theUS Treasury
Supervising Architect. H was appointed Supervising Architect i n 1897.
During his tenure the nunber of buil ding under Treasury Department control
increased from399 i n1879 to 1,126 i n 1912. Mst of the Post Offices
outside major cities after 1904 were designed within Taylor's department.
Exanpl es of Taylor's work include US governnent buildings at two world's
fairs: The Trans M ssissippi Exhibition (1897) and Loui si ana Purchase
Exposition (1904-5). Taylor's Boston area Post Offices included buildings
at Brockton, M (1898), Fitchburg, M (1901), Lawence, M (1905), Beverly,
M\ (1911), Chelsea, M (1912). After 1912, Taylor served as Director of the
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Departnent of Architectureat MI.T.

Tayl or advocated t heconstruction of nonumental government buil di ngs
with high quality building materials and individual rather than standardized
design. The use of Indiana |imestone for this building sfacingmaterials
illustrate Taylor's preference for expensive, inprinted stone. The use of
l'imestone ties inwith theadvocacy of individualismindesign - no effort
was nade t oconstruct a Post Officein Qincy that would be conpatible with
the town's granite buildings.

The Quincy Post Office's most innovative feature was a "peephol e"
area. This included several hundred feet of secret passageways or "cat
wal ks" where slits inthe walls were used for |ookinginto roomwhere post al
clerks were working. I nthis way, mail theft in the post office could be
detected and enpl oyees | oafing on the job could not do soi n secret.

The Quincy Post Office's | ot was purchased for $12,000. Since 1878 i t
had been housed i n a nmansard cottage on Granite Street, near Hancock Street.
Excavation started in Cctober 1907. The building opened t ot he publicon
February 28, 1909. Present at the dedication cerenonies were two
Congr essnen who secured funds for this building, WIliamScarsfield MNary
(1863-1930) and Harrison Henry Atwood (1663-1951*).

In 1933, the "old structure was conpletely torn out and only the walls
were |left standing”. The interior renovation, rear extension and new second
floor cost $2if0,000. The work was acconplished "without regard t ocost".
The new interior displayed "gold-tinted marble wal|s and expensive stone
quarried in Louisiana". The new second floor contained Federal offices
including an 1.R S office. This building was reopened on Decenber 19,

1933.

The Quincy Main Post Office's renovation and enlargenent provided
Quincy's unenpl oyed with jobs at t he height of the Depression. | n 1933
maj or |ocal industries such as granite quarrying were on reduced work
schedul es (in1933, 87 granitefirms in Qincy were on 3 day work schedul es
from1l am to4 pm, "inorder tospread enploynent inthe industry". In
addition, the city council killed a proposal tobuild a new $500,000 City
Hal | that woul d have provided constructionjobs.

In 1982 the Quincy Post Office becane t he only post office in the
Geater Boston area naned i n honor of anindividual. Wthin thevestibule
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is a plaque that reads "This building i s designated The Janes A Burke
Building i nhonor of the Congressman from the 11th Congressional district of
Massachusetts who served with distinctionfrom 1958 t o 1978 by Act of
Congress P.L. 97-314, Cctober 14, 1982. Throughout a distinguished career
of public service. James A Burke stood with courage regardless of the
issue". He maintained hisoffices onthe second floor of the building and
is best known for hiswork on behalf of the Medicare bill.
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r- OH

The Ifonorable Francis X. hfcCruley
>feyor. City of Quincy

Quincy City Hall

1305 Hancock Street

Quincy, MA 02169

Dear ~eyor McChuley:

The US Postal Service inconjunctionwith the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Bostcai has evaluated the Main Post Office in Quincy
and has determined i tissignificant fromanhistorical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluatiai, the US Postal Service intends t o nom nate
this building t othe National Register of Historic Places. V& would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receivingyour concurrence.

I'f you ocxicur with our proposed action, kindly retum a signed copy of this
letter i nthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

[ory G
Ceneral "fana

Concur
Ehcl osur es

IPCI 1
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

April 4, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hereb?]/ submts a nomnation for the post
office located at 47 Washington Street, Norfolk County,

Qui ncy, Massachusetts.

If you have any questions concerning this nom nation,
please call nme at 202/268-3107.

Sincerel

ohn S Sorenson _
Real ty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

AR 9 195



