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It is thought that the placement of a rock upon a rock cairn "by a 
passing Indian was also a token of "wishing well" to those who 
followed. According to tradition, it is also believed that the 
passing Indian occasionally tossed a small artifact such as a bead 
or some other small personal item on these rock cairns as a means 
of pleasing the "great spirit" and of communicating with h:im.

Segments of the Bad Pass Trail were obliterated years ago when 
the existing road was constructed to provide access to ranches in 
the area. However, portions of the trail a.re also clearly visible 
as it parallels in places the present roadbed. The rock cairns 
stand out in stark relief and. it has been estimated that perhaps 
as many as 300 still exist. Numerous examples of these formations 
may be found between the Devils Canyon Overlook and Barry's Landing. 
However, there are, as well, notable instances where the Bad Pass 
Trail has disappeared.

TLese portions of the Bad Pass Trail that do survive are largely in 
their original state. Several rock cairns have been archeologically 
investigated and reconstructed stone by stone as they were. The 
level of treatment proposed for preservation of this trace is to 
maintain it in its present state and to prevent any further 
deterioration. The proposed level of treatment also envisions 
interpretive exhibits to the extent practicable at key points 
along the Bad Pass Trail as a further means of informing the 
visiting public of its significance and discouraging vandalism.

The approximate location of the Bad Pass Trail 1s shown within 
a defined rectangular sensitive area on the three accompanying 
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle Maps. If later determinations resulting 
from study of the trail indicate minor modifications of the 
trail route are needed, this will be accomplished by amendment 
of the present forms.
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On the basic of archeological investigations during the summers of 
1973 and 197^-j it has been determined that aboriginal peoples 
occupied these Northwest Plains from at least as early as 7000 B.C. 
The Bad Pass Trail may date from these earliest times or be a 
somewhat later representative example of foot trails followed by an 
early Indian population, pioneers, trappers and early explorers. 
The records do establish that the Bad Pass Trail was much travelled 
by many peoples from pre-Columbian times up to the middle iSjO's.

For the Indians who lived in the Bighorn Basin it was their access 
to the Grapevine area where the bison herds were more plentiful than 
in the area from which they came. Thus, for the Indians the Bad 
Pass Trail was an important factor in sustaining their everyday way
of life.

During the years that the fur trade was at its apogee, as cited on 
pages 59 j 85, and 86 of the Bearss study, the Indian trail leading 
across Bad Pass was frequented by the mountain men. On three 
occasions, following the rendezvous of l82U, l825> and 1833, the 
beaver packs were sent to St. Louis by way of Bad Pass and the 
Bighorn, Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers. Major Henry pioneered 
the route in 182^; in 1825 General Ashley packed pelts valued in 
the amount of $50,000 over the pass; and in 1833 three companies, 
travelling together, negotiated this route. Bad Pass was also 
used by the trappers in their movements to and from the Bighorn 
Basin to the land of the Crow and Blackfoot.
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued:

Much of the Bad Pass Trail has been obliterated. That portion of it 
as drawn within the defined elongated rectangle was based upon identi­ 
fication of rock cairns along the route it followed and as such it 
represents an identifiable segment of an original trail of much greater 
length. It has been drawn in accordance with the recommendations of 
Dr. Lawrence Loendorf who has completed extensive archeological 
investigations within Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area. A 
verbal boundary description of the land area encompassed in the 
nomination would state: All the acreage within the delineated 
yellow rectangle on the three accompanying U.S.G.S. quadrangle maps.


