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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Casements a} Ormond Beach is a two_story structure
executed in the shipfle style. The house faces on fash-
ionable Riverside Avenue with its main entrance just a few
feet from the roadway. At the rear of the house were ex-
tensive terraced gardens which are now grown over and to
the south is a circular drive. The building as it appeared
at the time of its construction was described as "an un-
pretentious house of grey shingles with dark green and
white scallop d awnlngs" The house was built by Dr.
Harwood Huntjngton in the early 1890's and probably derived
its name from the many casement w1ndows in the 11v;ng_room
walls. A photograph taken in 1930 shows that the awnings
still existed and confirms the grey color (it was later to
be painted white) and the casement W1ndows with their dia-
mond shaped muntins.

With the purchase of the house by John D. Rocke eller
in 1918, many alterations were made. A large porch™on the
front was enclosed and the living room ceiling was opened
up to create a skylight. The second floor windows are
now four light sash placed in groups of three to correspond
to the triple casements below, There is a fanlight with
diamond shaped muntins over each group of casement windows,
Cross gables extend from what is otherwise a nearly flat
roof. Projecting from the south side of the house is a
porte cochere which repeats thHé diamond pattern in its
fanlights. From early photos, the porte cochere Seems to
occupy a spot which was used for covered parking. At the
rear of the house are late additions of laundry and kitchen
facilities, which are of stucco construction.

The Casements has been in a state of disuse for approx-

imately eighteen months and although the condition of the
building appears good on the exterior, it is structurally
unsound.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ormond Beach is a winter resort with many large estates
along the Halifax and Ocean front. The development of the
area began when John Anderson built the Ormond Hotel which
was later purchased and enlarged by Henry M. Flagler. Among
the notables who, came to Ormond to spend their winters was
John D. Rockef r-"the richest man in the world", He
was searching for a healthful place to spend the rest of his
life. 1In 1914, he spent the winter season at the Ormond
Hotel and did so each year following until his purchase of
the Huntington Home in 1918. Dr. Harwood _Huntington had
designed and built the house.in the early 1890's (we have
been unable to pinpoint the exact date of construction).
Rockefeller spent every winter in the Casements unt11 hlS
death. He died in the house on May 23, L
= After Rockefeller's death the house was purchased by
Maud van Woy and the structure was converted to.a prepara-
tory school for glrls, It later served as the Casements
Junior Collége and in 1952, it was taken over by the
Fellowship Foundation and converted into a retirement home.

At this time all
basis to persons

of the rooms were sold on

in the home.

Later these

together to form Casements, Inc. which was

an individual
individuals got
bought out by

the Lavin-Jensen Corp. At this point, the Casements was
added to a chain of retirement hotels. The building is
presently unoccupied and has been since early 1970.

In the selection of his home, Rockefeller chose a
house which reflected the mood and feeling of Ormond. It
is built in a style which is structurally conducive. to. the
temperate climate of the area, but which glves the visual
effect of a rambling resort cottage. This is typlcal of
the architectural styles which were popular in resort areas
at the turn of the century.
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Nevins, Allan. John D. Rockefeller;'The Herolc Age of

American Enterprise. Vol, II. New York: Charles
Scribners' Sons, 1941.

Strickland, Alice. The Valiant Ploneers. Miami, Florida:

Center Printing Co., 1963.

Volusia County Records, Volusia County Courthouse, Deland
Florida. Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
(Subgroup: Deeds).
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NAME AND TITLE:

Diane D. Greer, Historic Sites Specialist

ORGANIZATION DATE

Division of Archives, History & Records Mgt. 9/8/71

STREET AND NUMBER:

Department of State - The Capitol

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

by th tional k Service. The re mended - -
forth by the National Par . i commen Chief, Office of Archieology and Hist¢gic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

State [] Local (7]

National

Nam

Title

A .Y { LALL 4
Keeper of The Naffonal Register

Date Date

GP O 901.087
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USGS Ormond Beach Quadrangle Volusia County Fla, 7.5 min.
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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