NPS Form 10-900 / ~"~--Q«LB No. 1024-0018
(Oct. 1990)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in How to ComplefSihoJitstionat'Reiister of
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the informatiorTTBcuiesned. If an
item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
higoricname North Avenue Rurd Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

dregt & numba  85-147 North Avenue, 6-8 Trask Road, 4-16 Hopedade Street Q nat for publication
atyotomn  Mendon Q vidnity

dae Massachusdtts code MA couty Worcester 027 Zpoode 01756

Code
3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | certify that this [x] nomination

| Irequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

"x~| meets does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally \~\ statewide [x] locally. See continuation sheet for additional comments.
Signature offfifertifying official/Title Cara H. Metz, SHPO, MA Historical Commission Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Q meets Q does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet for
additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby c”ify that this property is: Aic/hature of the Keeper Date of Action
[V| entered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.

| I determined eligible for the
National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.

| I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

| Iremoved from the National
Register.

| [other, (explain:)



North AvenueRural HD
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property

(Check only one box)

\~K] private
I I building(s)
[T] public-local
[T] district
| | public-State
Q site
| | public-Federal
| I structure
| 1 object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: sngle dwelling

AGRICULTURE: agriculturd field, Sorage, anima
facility

LANDSCAPE

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federd

MID-19™ CENTURY: Gresk Revival. Itdianate
EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS:
Colonia Revivd

Narrative Description

Worceser, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.

Contributing Noncontributing

37 9 buildings

12 0 sites

13 0 structures
0 0 objects

62 9 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC : angle dwelling
COMMERCT/TRADE : specidty dore, warehouse

EDUCATION : school
AGRICULTURE : field, gorage, animd facility
LANDSCAPE

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

STONE
walls wWwOOD
SYNTHETICS
roof ASPHALT
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No 1024-0018

886

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet NORTH AVENUE RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Section number 7 Page 1
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The North Avenue Rurd Historic District contains 345 acres representing a distinctive rura component of
the historic hilltop farming community of Mendon, Massachusetts. The historic district extends dong North
Avenue fromjust north of Esty Road on the south to just south of Powers Road (and the Upton town line)
on the north. Properties on adjoining sections of Hopedde and Trask roeds ae included in the digtrict.
Boundaries were determined by using the current boundaries of historic farm parcelsthat in their buildings
and landscapes visualy evinced arurd setting. The district contains 62 contributing and 9 noncontributing
features, including farmhouses, bams, fields, woods and marshes (and the Muddy Brook), and sonewalls.
Archeological resourceswere not evauated.

The Town of Mendon is located in the southeestern corner of Worcester County, eest of Uxbridge, south of
Upton and Milford, and north of Blackstone and Millville, al towns comprised of partspartitioned fromit &
various points inits long history. Located on the southeagterly edgeof the Worcester Plateau, which extends
from the coagtd lowlands to the Connecticut River Valey, the topography of the district dopes gradudly
down in an esgterly direction to the course of the Muddy Brook and thence up the opposing incline of Neck
Hill. This smal crek is atributary of the Mill River, the town's principal waterway. Both are part of the
Blackstone River watershed. Land in this intervde still remains undeveoped with some of it still in
agricultural uses, dthough increasing acreege hes begun to retum to forest. Farmland here was some of the
first cultivated in the town and remains associated with the history of the Mendon town center (ss2 Mendon
Center Higtoric District, nomination pending, 2003). However, much of the farmland on the North Avenue
ridge hes been subdivided and built-up with recent resdentia and development that does not contribute to
the significant periods or themes of ether the mral or town center historic district. As such, it hes divided
the two higtoric digtricts. Neverthdess, the North Avenue Rurd Historic District represents an intact and a
distinctive rural landscgpe that provides avisual sanse of town planning and community development during
the late 17* and early 18*' centuriesin the town of Mendon, as well &s the transformation of the architectura
desgn and agricultura prectices in the 19" century. The North Avenue landscape is dso a remarkable
surviva inthe context of the tremendous growth of the Boston metropolitan areaiin the period following the
Second World War.

The North Avenue Rurd Historic Didtrict is composed of eight historic farmsthat, with only one exception,
remain spatialy intact to boundaries recorded in the mid-19'* century.” These farms &so coincide with the
aea of gx farms identified on John G. Metcalfs Mg of Mendon published in 1831. The precise
configurafion and ownership of faamsdong the ridge north of Mendon Center prior to this date still remains
ambiguous, and it will require extensve archiva ad field research before the 18-century history of the

(continued)
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landscape can be defined. However, North Avenue wes likely in exigence since before the time Upton
sgparated from Mendon in 1735, and it was the location of the earliest homesteed divisions in the town”
The quadlity on the land doping down from the ridge to the Muddy Brook was coveted by the town's
proprietors and was why the town center was located where it was. One published account hes suggested
that by 1678 homesteads extended dong the ridge from "Seth Davenport's to Alby's [sic] Mill and from the
Muddy Brook to the pond."* Seth Davenport's Farm was located on both Sdes of North Avenue a its
intersection with Hopedde Road a the northern end of the historic district. Ironicaly, thisisthe one farm in
the historic district that hes been lately subdivided for houselots, alarge regiond high school, and a site for
anew public library building.

Ore of the eight rules the Generd Court established for the govemance of the townin 1662 determined the
divison of land. Each proprietor was to be granted 150 acres of land for every 100 Pounds of persond
worth. Of this land, thirty acreswere dlocated to the house lot, ten acres to meadow, five to swamp, ad
105 to the "great lott™* This amount would vary in proportion to the actud Sze of each proprietor's
persond edate. The land between the North Avenue ridge and Neck Hill was well suited for this method of
divison where a house ot could extend dovra acrossthe fertile dope of the ridge and incorporate mesdow
and svamp land dong the Muddy Brook. The "great lott" was presumably the land initialy held in
common. Settlement began & a dow pace Few of the proprietors moved to the town when it was
edablished in 1667. Josgph White was the oft-repeeted first settler, whose homesteed and saw pit were
referenced as adjacent to the proposed medinghouse a the center. Other proprietors are not identified with
specific lands dong the ridge. The first tax assessment in Mendon was mede in 1668 for wolf bounties,
implying that farmers were presant with livestock. These early farms may have been managed by sarvants
as only one-third of the resdents were freemen in 1672. In his bicentennia address mede in 1867, the Rev.
Caleton A. Stgples purported that "not lessthan 40 houses...[were] scattered up and down this eestem and
northem dope" in 1678 Thisweas during the aftermath of King's Philip's War when the town wes sarting
to rebuild, and the number sounds exaggerated, yet the ridge was clearly where the first farmswere divided.

The farms in the historic district originate & the north end of the town a the headwaters of the Muddy
Brook, and where there was a good ded of marshland, which was the prime, grass-producing component of
the 17"-century farms. Bedf cattle were the principa product of early farms in New England, and the
combined grass and pagture land of the ridge was idedl for thiskind of agriculture” Farms on the eest Sde
of the road would have been the most desirable, and it gopearsthat long narrow lots fronting the road and
extending a least to the brook and, depending on the sze of the farm grant, across and beyond it were the
norm. The present map of the district indicates that this lot pattern configuration existed, and that a
remarkable amount of that pattem survives. Farms would have been of different Szes from the dart,
reflecting the varied wedth among the proprietors. The wedthiest, or & least the best-informed proprietors

(continued)
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would have sdected farms on the et Sde of the road. Land on the west Sde of the road was lessfertileand
diversified than that on the eest Sde. Fams there did not benefit from the fertile meadows on the dope of
the ridge nor the proximity of the Muddy Brook, but the land wes full of mardy aressthat were desrable.
In some cases, larger farms may have bridged the road, but this was probably not a common condition. By
the 19" century, only one farm occupied land on both Sdes of the road (Addine A. Davenport Farm), but
that was likely a consolidation of smdler ees-9de and west-gde farmsbeonging to earlier owners.

The southem limits of the historic district have been dravm where the intact farm properties abut a built-up
aea d the intersection of North Avenue and Northbridge Street. While this portion of the ridge landscape

had been divided and cultivated as farms through to the end of the 19" century, it hes evolved into adense

resdentid areathat hes diminished its rura character. This trend begen early in the 19" century when a
schoolhouse was built on North Avenue and non-farm house lots were cregted (e.g., Quigley-Eldridge

House. MHC #150, 93 North Avenue). It was spurred as Mendon Center expanded out North Avenue and

later acoderated by the opening of trolley sarvice in the town in 1901 (the tracks coming from Hopedde

intersected North Avenue south of Northbridge Street) and the congtruction of the Center School on the road

in 1903. Today, the section of North Avenue between Hadtings and Northbridge dreets is an indistinct

architectural zone between the center and the rurd historic district. Older farmhouses still exist inthis zone,

dthough the intervening soece dong the road hes been subdivided and contain numerous 20" century

suburban house types, many of them much less than fifty years old. |f the agriculturd land behind these

houses has not been subdivided, it hes gone fallow and become subgtantialy forested.

The present gppearance of the mral landscgpe in the historic district reflects the extent of farm devel opment
there inthe early 20" century. Historic farmdivisons ae still very pronounced, both in the landscgpe ad
on parcd maps, but mog of the earlier divisions between fields, meadow and padure within farms have
been leveled to allow for cultivation by modern farm machinery (PHOTO 1). The smdler farm goeces of
the 18* and 19*' centuries, negtly separated by stonewdls, fences and hedgerows, have been, by-and-large,
consolidated into large arees. Stonewdls and tree rows are still evident & parced boundaries and dong the
road where visua divisons and picturesque leafy canopies are of vaue (PHOTO 2). Even in this well-
presarved landscgpe, a certain amount of forestation hes occurred, especidly dong the Muddy Brook.
Marsh harvesting hes been obsolete for a century or more, and the wetlands that were once a critical
component of farmsin the 18" century and earlier, have been functionally abandoned (PHOTO 3).

The architecture of the district is largely 19 century in character, which represents an active phese of
updating and redesigning buildings (houses and barns) that is condgtent with the transformation that Town
of Mendon and the broader New England rural landscape were experiencing inthe Federd Period. Two of
the houses predate this era, however. The house & the Seth Davenport Farm. MHC #157, 133 North

(continued)
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Avenue, gopearsto be one of the oldest dwellingsin the district (PHOTO 4). With its roofline extending
across the fabade just above the heeds of the second-gory  windows, center chimney (later reduced in Sze)
and projecting window surrounds that indicate plank congtruction, the house hes distinctive 18*-century
characterigics. It has a digtinctive granite foundation. The houses historical association with Seth
Davenport dso supports an eighteenth-century  date for the resdence. The house located a the Smith-
Neson Farm, MHC #149, 8 North Strest, is smilar in form to, though smdler in scde than, the Sath
Davenport House (PHOTO 5). It, too, hes aroofline snug againg the second-gtory window tops but hes two
intemal chimneys suggesting that the house contains amore innovative double-pile, center-passage plan.

According to Metcalfs 1831 map, the one-story house a the Davenport-Goss Farm, MHC #154, 106 North
Avenue, was the home of George L. Davenport, Seth's grandson, in 1831 (PHOTO 6). The geometric form
and plain decoration of the building datesto atime earlier in the 19" century. Like the Smith-Nelson Farm,
the traditional chimney meass canter in the center of the house hes been split into two for apessage This
house hes numerous exemplars inthe town that were congmcted inthe Federd Period. This was the most
common farmhouse type in Massachusetts & the time of its condruction A kitchen wing is engaged to
the southwesterly comer of the house, with a string of outbuildings behind.  The dwelling on the Lundy-
Trask Farm, MHC #272, 8 Trask Road, gppears to have been built during the ownership of Peter Lundy who
is identified with the property in 1831. Though dtered by alarge 20"*-cantury shed dormer and piazza, the
M2 gory houseis another example of this distinctive 19"*-century houseform (PHOTO 7).

The house associated with the Lovett-Ouigley Farm. MHC #268, & 100 North Avenue is a more innovative
Federd Period dwelling (PHOTO 8). Its south-facing faBade, now obscured by alarge two-story pavilion, is
five bays wide, but this orientation positioned the gable end as the road eevation, an indication of the
growing popularity of the Classca pedimented dement inregiond architecture. |f there were any atached
outbuildings, a might be expected, they have been removed. A barn is Sted off the southwesterly corner of
the house. The Davenport-Taft House, MHC #155, & 111 North Avenue differsfrom the previous two in
that the entrance was moved to the stregt-facing, gebleend west feBade (PHOTO 9). The pediment is
defined by thin, shalow cornice retums, but the mogt pronounced fegture is the trabested doorway that
introduced a decided Gresk Reviva-style dement to the building. The house is otherwise quite dtered; a
rear two-story el gopearsto be a later addition. The Gresk Reviva motif is mog evident dong the roof
lines and comers of the Quigley-Eldridge House. MHC #150, a smdl non-farm dwelling a& 93 North
Avenue (PHOTO 10). This house ard smal one-acre lot was occupied tradesmen and its scee ad
orientation is smilar to many houses in the town center. It includes atached outbuildings and a smdll
cariage bam consgent with its non-agricultura use  Located daose to the Northbridge Street intersection
and the schoolhouse, this house a0 reflects the build-up of this areaiinto amore nuclested community. The
schoolhouse, MHC #263,till exigts, having been converted into adwelling a 86 North Avenue. The typical

(continued)
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front-gable orientation of the one-dassoom building was embdlished with Gresk Reviva style ornament
dating this building to the 1840speriod (PHOTO 11). S& back from the dreet just north of the schoolhouse
is the community cemetery, MHC #3805, where gravestones of members of the abovementioned farm
families were buried (PHOTO 12). It hes adistinctivewall and gated entrance & the road thet leedsto a
large open forecourt that may have been reserved for expangon that never occurred.

The house & Maple Farm, MHC #153, 101 North Avenue, was built by Charles A. Davenport, inthe 1850s
or later (PHOTO 13). It goparently replaced an earlier house on neer the ste that was assgned to Joseph G.
Davenport on the 1831 Metcaf map. Charles A. Davenport was the son of Josgph G. Davenport's brother
and neighbor across the road, George L. Davenport. The house is the only example of a mid-19'* century
building in the district. Even though it retains the traditional boxy form of earlier farmhouses, its south-
facing three-bay faBade represents the influence of the Picturesque Itdianate tagte in the period & an
dtemative to the strict order and symmetry of the Gresk Reviva style. The house hes abrick foundation, &
leest where it is exposed, shadowy eaveson al ddes of the roof, awide front piazza, and end chimneys (not
removed) venting soves on the interior. The gable end facesthe dreet, but it does not have the dasscd
proportions or detailing of its predecessors

A number of small 20*-century non-farm dwellings have been included within the southern boundary of the
historic district. They were pat of the expanson of the resdentid community that devdoped a
Northbridge Street. All but one of these lots were subdivided from the Lovett-Ouigley Farm on the west
dde of the road; the other was a triangular 1ot caught between the Quigley-Eldridge House and the Smith-
Nelson Farm on the eest 9de. The onedory house a 98 North Avenue, MHC #268, is a distinctive
example of the early phase of the ubiquitous reviva building type known as the Cgpe Cod (PHOTO 14). Its
gable end facesthe road in the manner of the buildings near it, and hes abuilding of equd Sze engaged to
its southwest corner in the traditiona fashion. This house, together with a similar house located on the
cemeeay propety a 90 North Avenue, MHC #264, have wood shingles as an exterior siding, which is
consgent with the mral Colonid Revivd tage in the early 20" century. The houses a 91 North Avenue
(PHOTO 15) and 96 North Avenue, MHC #265,267, are Pos-WWII-era Cgpesthat illustrate the suburban
dyle and siting charecterigtic of that later period. They ae oriented with their gables a the sde, and they
ae devoid of the mstic materids that embelish the earlier Cgoes  As such, they aptly represent the
reorganization of mral architecture and landscgpein the automobile ege

There are two farmhouses inthe historic district that were built inthe 20” century. The house on the Rufus
G. Beds Farm, MHC #158, 139 North Avenue, was built in the early 1900s after a fire destroyed the
origina house (PHOTO 16). A large, sSquare, hipped-roof building, itis smilar to the nearby J. Davenport
House MHC #156, 134 North Avenue, which isamore organized pattern-book house erected ca.l910

(continued)
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(PHOTO 17). Both these houses show the growing trend towards more universal tagtes in domestic
architecture during the early 20* century. Virtually any hint of the regiond tradition hes been removed from
these buildings. In 1900, after decades of inactivity and isolation Mendon hed entered a period of
revitalization and redefinition that looked forward and outward. These faamhouses are dso landmarks to the
improvements that were medein agricultura practice in the period.

Barns are an important physical and visua dementsof mral landscapes, and anumber svwive in the historic
digtrict that illustrate the evolution of bam design and use during the 19* and 20* centuries. More than
houses, bams were congantly adapted, expanded, and replaced to meet the changing demands of individual
farms and regiona farm economies.  In Mendon, significant changes occurred in agriculture in the 19*
century as farm commodities shifted from meat to dairy products and agricultura prectice became
increasingly scientific and mechanized. Thistrend continued into the 20* century with increasing emphess
on gandardized production and farm manegament. The bam a the Rufus G. Beds Fam on 139 North
Street represents a late manifestation of the traditional New England barn, with its large rectangular form,
gable roof and centra wagon door (PHOTO 16). This bamn type dates from antecedents inthe 17* century,
and this example illusgtrates the grestest extent of its development in Sze and function. The conventiona
bam plan of acentral wagon bay and threshing floor flanked by grain and hay dorege aress was, in this casg,
augmented by cow gdls in the basament. By the mid-19* century, when this building was erected, the
basement bam had become a national gandard of improved farm architecture and was promoted in
agricultura journads everywhere. Similar barns ae presarved with the J. Davenport House, 134 North
Avenue (PHOTO 17); the Lovett-Ouigley Farm, 100 North Avenue (PHOTO 8); and the Lundy-Trask Farm
present, 8 Trask Road.

Growing dairy herds and an inexhaudtible demand for hay for cow feed and fodder led to larger and larger
bams and eventudly to the complete redesgn of the traditiona bam form. The huge ban a the Sath
Davenport Farm & 135 North Avenue epitomizes the scde and gyle of dairy barns in the later 19" century
(PHOTO 4). It wes till abasament bam but a much longer and voluminous verson. Most of the building
above the basement was devoted to hay dorage with the prominent, decorative cupola serving & a
ventilator. (Ventilation was critical in bams of this 9ze and many of these bams were consumed by fires
causad by the heat generated by highly combustible hay mass) The bam was dso embellished with more
decorative siding and windowstypica of the pictureque design tagtes of the period. The mog recent dairy
barn is located on Maple Farm & 101 North Avenue (PHOTO 13). This gambrel-roof structure is amodem
dairy sgmcture built ca.l950. The long horizontal band of windows on the Sreet eevation coincides with
cow gations within. Inthis incamation, the dairy herd would occupy the ground level in fixed positions
with aocessto a automated vacuum milking sysem. Hay and feed were housed under the enormous roof
An aray of additiona buildingsare sited behind (eest of ) the bam serving ancillary functions for animal

(continued)
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housing, machinery storage and work spece A amdl silo is atached to the south side of the bam; itislikely
amore recent replacement for alarger masonry silo built in the period of the bam.

Bans once assodated with other farmhouses inthe district no longer exist, which is atypica condition of
rura landscgpes in suburban transition.  Once the agricultura function of the bam is obsolete, their
preservation is threstened. A few properties may have had the distinction of connected outbuildings. The
Sgh Davenport Farm, 133 North Avenue, hes outbuildings extending in an "L " shgpe from the rear
elevation of the main house (PHOTO 4). Outbuildingsa the Davenport-Goss Farm. 102 North Avenue, may
have had been atached to the string of buildings that are now digned behind it including a barn, which is
now absent from the ste (PHOTO 6). The Quigley-Eldridge House, 93 North Avenue never would have
had a farm bam, but it does have atached outbuildings like many houses in Mendon Center (PHOTO 10).
As would be expected, automobile gareges have been added to a number of the properties in the district.
The houses have various additions that reflect changing and modemizing living function occurring within.

The farm landscgpes ae perhgps the mogst noteworthy feature of the rurd historic district.  With one
exception, eech of the farms preserve their historic boundaries and land use, dthough in all but one case
farming no longer actively takes place on the properties. The exception is the Seth Davenport Farm a 133
North Avenue. In this case the entire 212-acre farm occupying both sSdes of North Avenue that was
identified with Adeline A. Davenport a the tum of the 20* century hes been subdivided into house lots
adong Hopedde Street, Miscoe Road, and the west sde of North Avenue (PHOTO 18). Thedidtinctive
farmhouse and bam wes rdegated to a 7-acre lot & the comer of North Avenue and Hopedde Stret
(PHOTO 4). Ore congpicuous and scenic 30-acre parced on the southeest comer of North Avenue and
Hopedde Street will be the dte of anew public library building; however, successful efforts have been mede
to minimizethe impact of the new facility and presarve the open goece as much as possble (PHOTO 18).
North of the Davenport farm, the 30-acre Rufus G. Beds Farm is till predominantly open and exigs as
unused meedow. It hes been subdivided into three parcds 0 that the children of the present owners could
build houses on the property. The 60-acre Lundy-Trask Farm is dso intact with field pattems visible from
the road and wooded land inits northernmost section.

South of the Seth Davenport Farm is a narow 16-acre lot that belonged to Edward H. Taftin 1898. This
andl farm remains intact as one large field with the house @& 111 North Avenue in its southwest corner.
There is agated entrance in the stonewdll that pardlds the road, and awall-and-tree row dong its northem
boundary with the Davenport lot, which Taft was farming in 1898 (PHOTO 19). The 16-acre field isnow
used by the Maple Farm, which is the only functioning agricultural facility remaining on North Avenue.
The front (eestem) half of its 106-acre parce is occupied by active fields that extend down to the Muddy
Brook, beyond which the land becomesforested. An expansve vista of the landscgpe north of the ridgeis

(continued)
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available from this location (PHOTO 20). The houselotsin the subdivision of land on the eest Sde of North
Avenue end a. Much of the 23-acre parcd assodiated with the Davenport-Goss Farm, 106 North Avenue,
hes retumed to forest but a stubbly, fallow field still survives with a sonewall and mature tree line agangt
the road (PHOTO 21). The neighboring 40-acre farm a 102 North Avenue, wes identified as owned by N.
& N. Lovett onthe 1831 map. In 1870, Josgph Albee farmed it as well as the 24-acre lot on the west Sde of
the road (85 North Avenue), and both parcds were identified as having been Davenport lands inthe 1863
tax assessmat. The landscape of the property on the eest 9de of the road is till involved in agriculture,
agan likely worked by Maple Farm, its northerly neighbor. The westerly lot is largely wooded today
indicating that it hes been inactive for fifty or more years James Quigley was identified as the owner of the
old Lovett place in 1898. He had rdocated from the smdl 1-acre house lot & 95 North Avenue he hed
occupied in 1870. A recent dwelling is hidden in the woods a the center of this property. Farther south and
outsde the southem boundary of the historic district, reforestation is more common and affectsthe integrity
of the historic rural landscgpe. Together with the incressed dendty of suburban housing, the character of the
dreat changes dramatically, thus the boundary line hes been drawn to exclude these arees and focus on the
farmsthat exhibitintact, if not functioning, agricultura lands.

The North Avenue Rurd Historic District represents over three hundred years of growth and development of
a New England farm community. Each gege of its long higtory is evinced in the buildings and landscape
comprising the district. While the physcd remans of the 17*-century farms are no longer extant, the
setting on the eestem ridge of the Worcester Plateau and the continued exisience of farmland are subtle but
sgnificant landmarks of this antiquity. The late 18 and 19* centuries are well represented in historic
resources that are increesingly visible as the town reeched its heyday inthe 1840s From there, the dow
evolution of a bypassed rura town through the next century-and-a-hdf is evident, but the more compelling
vision of the digtrict is how effectively the qudities of the rural landscape hes been preserved, both through
isolafion from the maingream of progress and conscious community desire,

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes have been identified in the North Avenue Historic District, Stesmay be
present. Two Sites have been identified in the generd area (within one mile) located on upland terraces on the
northem shore of Nipmuck Pond. Environmenta characterisics (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands)
indicate a high potentid for the presence of andent dtes in many aress of the district. The generd locde is
Stuated on the southeestem edge of the Worcester Plateau in atransition zone between the coedd lowlandsad
the Centrd Massachusetts uplands. While doping land surfaces characterize much of the district, well-drained,
level to moderately doping terraces, knolls and other landforms are present, frequently located within 1,000 feet

(continued)
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of Muddy Brook, Rock Meadow Brook, and severd unidentified ponds and meadows. Eeach of the above
wetlands are part of the Mill River dranege, atributary of the Blacksone River. The Charles River dranage is
a0 located gpproximately one mile eest of the didtrict. Given the above information, the sze of the district
(approximately 345 acres) and the availability of open goace, ahigh potentia exigts for locating ancient Native
American dtes in the digtrict. Known dtes, documented regiona settlement pattems, and environmentd
characterigtics indicate potential Sites may be characterized by smdler, short-term specid purposetype Stes.

A high potentia a0 exists for locating historic archaeologica resources in the North Avenue District. No
physica or documentary evidence hes been found for magt houses and farm buildings located on the ridge thet
runs through the district in spite of the fact that the areawas sttled during the 17* and 18* century. By 1678,
not less that 40 houses were reported scattered up and down the eestern and northem dope of the ridge.
Farmlands leading from the ridge to Muddy Brook were reportedly coveted by the town's proprietors. Only the
open landscape of the historic district hes remained in use dnce the 17* century and survives as remnant of that
period. Structural evidence of early homedeeds including farmhouses, bans and agricultural rdated
outbuildings may survive dong the North Avenue corridor. Occupationd rdated feetures (trash pits, privies,
wells) may exist a homestead Stes.

Potentid 18* century farmstead dtes should be more numerous than similar Stes from the preceding period;
however, mog dtes from this period remain undocumented and their locations unknown. Only the Sgth
Davenport House (cal780) a 133 North Avenue survives fromthe 18* century period. The origina Davenport
farmhouse may have been built a& an earlier date. The 19* century farmsthat compaosethe district coincide with
sx farms identified on John G. Metcalf mgp of Mendon published in 1831. The precise configuration and
ownership of farmsaong the ridge prior to this date remains ambiguous. Extendive archiva and field research
are nesded before the 18* century history of the landscgpe can be defined. Structurd evidence may survive in
the district from 18* century farmhouses, bans and outbuildings whose locations are presently unknown.
Occupationa-related features should survive & the dtes of famhouses and & the Davenport farm.
Archaeological evidence of earlier bamsand outbuildings may dso survive with the Davenport farm.

The North Avenue Higtoric Didtrict is presently composed of eight historic farms that with one exception
remain intact with boundaries recorded inthe mid-19* century. Given thisinformation and the early to mid-19'*
century dates of faamhouses assodiated with the eight farms, the surviva of most 19* century farmhouses
gopear documented.  Stmcturd evidence may survive from 19* century farmhouses that ae presently
undocumented and buildings not associated with specific farms. One probable house Site, possibly dating to the
19* century period, is located a 113 North Avenue. Stmcturd evidence of barns and agricultura-related
outbuildings may survive with existing farms and archaeologicd stes. Occupationd-related features should
d exig a the ebovelocations.

(continued)
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Twentieth-century archaeological dtes have not been identified in the district, however, they may exis.
Potentiad dtesfrom this period may include agricultura rdlaed resdences, bams and outbuildings. Residentia
gtes sgparate from farms may dso exist.

(end)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The North Avenue Rurd Higtoric Digtrict in the Town of Mendon is historically and architecturaly
significant as an upland farm landscape in eestern Massachusatts that represents over three hundred years of
growth and development. The significance of the district hes been edeblished under National Regider
Criteria A and C a the locd level. It contains 62 contributing features and 9 noncontributing features,
including 15 contributing buildings, 9 noncontributing buildings, 22 contributing outbuildings, 13
contributing gructures (mostly stone farm and field division walls), and 12 contributing stes (mainly
agricultural landscgpes). Ore of the dtes is a canetery with gpproximately 50 markers, which were not
enumerated as objects.

Firg settled in 1663 by proprietors from Braintree and Weymouth, Mendon retains rare rural festures thet
evince the landscgpe conditions that attracted 17'-cantury farmers to the town. Sited on the eestern edge of
the Worcester Plateau, above afertile intervae watered by the Muddy Brook, the landscepe was well suited
to farming prectices of the period. The proprietors laid out their farm lots down the westem dope of the
intervale and acrossthe wetlands of the brook. Their houses and barns were digned aong the ridge with a
mestinghouse in their midst. North Avenue was in place by the late 17 century linking digpersed farms
aong northem sections of the ridge to the megtinghouse a the town center. It was a well-established route
by 1735, when the Town of Upton had sgparated from Mendon, and it was pat of an early highway
connecting Worcester and Providence. Inthe early 19" century, Mendon enjoyed being the center of early
industrial devdlopment aong the Blackstone River, rivaling Worcester as the population and economic
nexus of the county, and the center expanded and was transformed into a quintessentil New England
village. With the additions of astylish new meetinghouse, an imposing town hall, and exceptiond mansons
and commercid buildings, Mendon Center thoroughly eclipsed its Colonial identity. (See Nationa Regiser
Nomination Form for the Mendon Center Historic District.) The proprietors farms aong the ridge hed dso
prospered and displayed large, stylish houses, up-to-date farm buildings and fruitful agricultura landscgpes
Following this boom period, the center experienced a dgpresson and went into an isolation thet lagted for
nearly 100 years. During this period, the productivity of the ridge farms sugtained the loca economy,
bolstered by income from summer boarders, as Mendon became popular as a rurd retreat for people from
neighboring industria villages. When a trolley line connected the center with Milford, Hopedde, ad
Uxbridge in 1901, not only did the recreationd economy improve, but dso people from these towns began
moving to Mendon and commuting to work. Thistrend was only enhanced when the trolley was replaced by
the automobile as the principa mode of regiond transportation. The town as a whole hes grown
dramaticaly snce World Wer |, and recent dwellings ae now evident in most places. Yet the 19" -cantury

(continued)
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landscape of the North Avenue Rura Historic Didtrict survives as a significant surviving dement of this
historic agricultural community.

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

Mendon was one of the first towns crested in Worcester County. On October 16,1660, the Generd Court
granted the Tovra of Braintree the privilege to establish a plantation eight miles square, and when a "full
number of persons, with an adle minister among them, should gppeer, they would assgn them due bounds.™
Three years later, after thirteen proprietors from Braintree and ten from Weymouth, together with their
minister, were presented to the Court, a settlement was planted in an area known as Quinshepauge. A
urvey was made, and on May 15, 1667, the town of Mendon was incorporated in the county of Middlesex.
Mendon was probably named for Mendham, Suffolk County, England. The origind boundaries of thetown
included all or portions of presant towns of Uxbridge, Northbridge, Upton, Milford, Belingham,
Blackstone, and Millville; these partitions resulted in the tremendous reduction in the sze of the town from
40,960 acresto 11,375 aores. Because of this, Mendon hes become known as the "Mother of Towns."
Neverthdess, the town's original center remains within the bounds of Mendon. Its Ste was determined in
1669 with the construction of the first megtinghouse a the intersection of present-day Hagtings and Main
gredts.

The proprietors distributed land in a mamer condgtent with the prevailing pattems in Massachusetts. The
town held title to the land. Proprietors received grants of 150 acresfor each 100 Pounds of persond edate
vaue. Inthe first division, eech grant was divided into a thirty-acre house lot parcd, five acres of swvamp,
ten aores of meadow, as well as 106 aesinthe "great |otf on the upland plateau. These first farms were
Foreed out dong afive-mile sretch of road extending from the Mill River northwest to the Upton town line,
or what are presently Providence and Main sregts and North Avenue. Proprietor Josgph White'sthirty-acre
house dlotment was mentioned in the description of the first meetinghouse lot in 1668; here he is sad to
have operated a sawpit. His first house was bumed in King Philip's War, but he later rebuilt it. When he
died in 1706, he was reputedly the wedthiest man in Mendon. Hiswell was an important landmark in the
ealy canta ™

Mendon wes the first settlement in the Massachusetts Bay Colony to be attacked during King Philip'sWar.
The raid, led by the Nipmuck leeder Matoonas, occurred on July 14, 1675; Cotton Mather reported that four
or five Mendon resdents were dain. The settlers fled, and the Nipmucks burned the town® As the war
cameto aclose, familiesbegan returning to Mendon, and the town govemment was reorganized in 1680.
The townspeople immediately rebuilt the medtinghouse on its former sSte and preserved the location of the

(continued)
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town center. In 1682, Matthias Puffer rebuilt Benjamin Albee's gristmill onthe Mill River. The same year,
Josah Chapin built a savraill on the Muddy Brook, just north of the Old Post Road (and very neer the
historic district). Assessors were dected for the first timein 1694, and the first pound and stocks were built
for restraining rule-breaking men or beeds respectively. The principa official town activity was fence
viewing and paying wolf bounties indicating that crop aress and the number of livestock were increasing.
By 1703, there were saventy names on the Mendontax lig™* No evidence of the homes and farm buildings
of these people have survived, dthough the open landscgpe of the historic district hes been in agricultura
ussssnce that time.

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

In 1764, the Generd Court directed the townstake an exact censusof "dwelling houses, familiesand people,

including as well as Indians civilized, Negroes and Mulattos.” At that time, 336 families comprised of 907
white maes, 922 white femdes, resded in 184 houses I n addition, there were five Negro or Mulatto mdes
and four Negro or Mulatto femaes. No Indians were counted, but a total of five French Neutras or
Arcadians were recorded”  Sgth Davenport would have built his farmhouse (133 North Avenue) by this
time. The large two-story main block with its low front wall and center chimney plan was a lae
manifestation of the traditional Massachusetts house  Its large scde represented  Davenport's wedth and
position in the community; most rura dwellingsin the period were smdler, smpler, one-gory buildings.
His sucoesswas d <o represented in his property, well Stuated at the heedwaters of the Muddy Brook with a
favorable combination of crop, pasture and marshgrass land. Even by the late 18" century, agricultural
production in the region still relied on beef as its principal product, and grazing land as well as svamps
providing grasses for feed dominated the landscape. Seth Davenport had amessad over 200 aores of land,

which was gpparently divided among other members of the family. Infact, nearly all the land within the
historic district hes been assodiated with the Davenports & one time or another.  Seth Davenport, J. and his
ons, Josgph G. and George L. Davenport al hed farmsin the vicinity by the time John G. Metcalfs Map of
Mendon was published in 1831. Another of Seth Davenport's sons, Benjamin Davenport, established a farm
on North Avenue south and outside the higtoric district that was continued by his son and namesske until

H.W. Darling purchased it in the mid-19" century. Other 1S"-century houses and farm buildingswould

have present on the ridge, but no physica or documentary evidence of them has been found.

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

As the 18" century came to a dose, what land areathat was |eft inthe Town of Mendon was completdy
sttled in a pattem of farms goreading in all directions from the center.  Population in the town would have
been around 2000 persons  1n 1800, aportion of the Ninth (Hartford-Boston) Turnpike was cregted in

(continued)
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Mendon following aroute dong the present roads of Hartford Avenue West, Uxbridge Strest, Maple Street,
Main Strest, George Street, Neck Hill Road, and Hartford Avenue Eagt. By this time. North Avenue was
pat of aroute formed with Providence and Main dredts that was an important regional highway linking
Providence and Worcester. The new road routing was part of a change that transformed Mendon Center
from its 18"-century role as a geographica, governmental and spiritual center of dispersed farmsloosdy
aranged around the meatinghouse to amodem commercid village. Mendon Center never developed asfar
a becoming acentra place initsregion like Uxbridge or Milford did; however, it grew significantly in Sze,
density, and commercia function. The early decades of the 19" century were the years where Mendon
reeched its pesk in population, its widest range of activities, its grestest prosperity, and the fullest extent of
architecturad devedopment. The significance of the North Avenue Rura Historic District was established in
this period, and whatever Colonid-era buildings were |eft & this point were replaced.

Large, lavish housss were built dong Hadtings Strest during this brief heyday. Hastings Street was named
much later in memory of Seth Hastings, who was one of the principas in the growth and economic
devdopment of Mendon Center. Hagtlings was alawyer native to Cambridge who established his connection
to Mendon when he married Seth Davenport's deughter Chloe in 1796. Hadtings built a stylish new brick
resdence in 1820 on the dregt that now bears his name his farm was reputed to be a showplace”
Following his example, Cdeb and Ebenezer Hayward, descendants of one of Mendon's founding familiesas
well as officers in Hastingss Mendon Bank (Cdeb Hadtings was dso Sgth Hagtingss son-in-law), built
diginguished Federd Period mansons on Hadings Strest.  These buildings, together with the new
meetinghouse, st a highly stylish dandard for the developing village. They ds0 influenced farmhouse
architecture on North Avenue. The two-story, double-pile, center pessage house with two interna chimneys
located a the Smith-Nelson Farm, 85 North Avenue, shows this evolution in style as well as the sanseof the
continuity of traditional formsand functions in rurd architecture.

Less congpicuous, amdler dwellings gopeared in grester numbers.  One-gory, gable-roof cottages with a
center passage plan were the predominant house type inrura New England during this period. There ae
many farmhouses in Mendon and its offspring townsthet illustrate this phenomenon, and the historic district
contains a particularly distinctive one a 102 North Avenue. Cited as the farm of Seth Davenport's grandson
George L. Davenport on Metcalfs 1831 map, the one-gory double-pile house dso hes akitchen el atached

to its southwest comer in a fashiontypical for farmhouses in the period. It dso hes two small chimneys
placed on either dde of the center passage, which represents the decongtruction of the center chimney mess
and the effects of new technology in heating. The farmhouse on the Lundy-Trask Farm, 8 Trask Road, is
d an example of this digtinctive 19"-century New England house form, athough it experienced

subgtantia aterationin the early 20 century.

(continued)
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Gable front houses were domestic versons of Roman and Gresk temple forms popular in the first half of the
197 century. While public buildings, such as the Second Unitarian Church (1820) and the town hall (1845)
were desgned with monumentd Classcd porches, no dwellingsin the Town of Mendon received this
pretentious trestment. Rather, houses like the Quigley-Eldridge House, 93 North Avenue, utilized a
projecting cornice dong the raking edge of the front rooflinewith short retums supported by comer pilasters
to convey the sense of apediment. This house hes the additiona feature of atached outbuildings and bam.
The narrow front of the gable front house wes frequently adapted to the linear Site plan of one-acre lots such
asthisone The house a the Lovett-Quigley Farm, 100 North Avenue, hes an entablature that retums across
the faBade making a complete triangular pediment. The house a the Davenport- Taft Farm, 111 North
Street, hes afront gable with particularly light cornice embelishment, particularly in contragt to its entrance,
which has the mogt pronounced trabeeted architrave in the district.  These hefty pogt, beam and pediment
dements were defining features of the Greek Reviva tagte popular in the 1840s in rurd communities.

The Map of Mendon published by John G. Metcdlf in 1831 provides aview of the district a the peek of its
farm development. Seth Davenport's expansve holding a the north end of the district isevident. 1n 1831, it
was occupied by his son, Seth Davenport, . Two more Davenport farms are identified farther south.
Joseph G. Davenport occupied the house thet is now identified as the Davenport-Taft Farm, 111 North
Avenue, and George L. Davenport resded a the Davenport-Goss Farm across the strest a 106 North
Avenue. Both these men were sons of Seth Davenport, . Rufus Coffee's name is positioned in between
these two on the west Sde of the road, which coincides with land now subdivided and redevel oped with new
houses. North of the Davenport holding were farms identified with Peter Lundy (Lundy-Trask Farm, 8
Trask Road) and Nathan Tyler (Rufus G. Beds Farm, 139-147 North Avenue). A farm belonging to D.
Smith (Smith-Nelson Farm, 85 North Avenue) abutted Davenport land on the south dde of the district.
Farm boundaries on the mgp are indistinct; it will require more intensve field and documentary reseerchto
document this early land distribution. Nevertheless, the Davenport family controlled a large proportion of
the farmland on both sdes of North Avenue and dong the Muddy Brook in the historicdistrict.  The 1831
map a0 shows a schoolhouse that still exigts and is contained within the southem boundary of the historic
digtrict (88 North Avenue), as well as a string of ridge farms stretching south to the town center, which have
excluded because of the subdivision of their agricultural land.

By the time the next mgp was published in 1870, while the Davenports were still in control of mogt of the
landscape, properties a the southem end of the district had become more numerous. Thisresulted from the
division of Josgph G. Davenport's etate. The more than 200 acres that remained with Seth Davenport's

(continued)
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homesteed had pessed undivided to AddlineA. Davenport, his grandson's widow, and she would continue to
inhabit the property into the early 20" century. With land and buildings taxed a $97.11 in 1868, de weas
one of the wedthiest property holders in the town." Her property entry in the town records reed as follows:

Davenport, Adeline A., house 1400, 2 bamns 1700, brick house 200, shed 100, tool-house 30, carriage do. 40,
cider do. 100, crib 25, herhouse 30, 213 a land 7000, horse 50, cow 60, shegp 5, beach wagon and harmnesses
75, wagon 35, 5 shares Hopkinton Nationa Bank 575 97.11

Her subgtantid house, Sgth Davenport's homestead, was vaued a $1400, a significant amount in the
neighborhood. By comparison, the smdl but relatively new (it was not pictured on the 1831 magp) and stylish
Gresk Reviva-style Quigley-Eldridge House & 93 North Avenue, then owned by Calvin Tumer, was
ass=ssd for $450. Charles A. Davenport's housea 101 North Avenue was assessed for even more ($1500).
This was a new house he had built, having sold his father's house and 13 aores of land to Edward H. Taft.
The new house was desgned in aconservative verson of the Itdianate fashion of the day, but with its geble
end oriented to the greet in amore traditional manner. It is evident that much of the land that belonged to
Addine A. Davenport hed to have been farmed by her neighbors, who were all rdated. Joseph G.
Davenport's edtate, included many of the later properties a the southem end of the distric. The esate hed
been divided by the time Beerss Atlas of Worcester Countv was published in 1870. Administered by his
widow, Mary H. Davenport, the edate paid $6745 intax in 1868. At over $46.00 pa acre, Charles A.
Davenport's thirty-acre parcd on the fertile eest Sde of the road was assessed @ nearly twice the vaue of
the saventy acres of wood and pegture land in Joseph G. Davenport's etate on the west Sde. Addline A.
Davenport's 213 acres was assessad with a very low vdue ($3.29 par acre), which probably reflects the
extraordinary sze of the holding.

Joseph Albee had acquired a significant portion of Josgph G. Davenport's edate, described here as the
Smith-Néelson Farm (85 North Avenue), which included the house (valued & $900 in 1868), bam ($100) ad
twenty-four acres of land ($900) on the eest Sde of theroad. Albee dso owned a house ($550) and bam ad
shed ($150) and thirty-six acres of land on the west Sde of the road that gppears to be what is now the
Lovett-Quigley Farm a 98-102 North Avenue. This southern area had become more densdy developed in
the intervening years or, a leest, mgpped in gregter detail. The schoolhouse is present on the sscond migp
with a cemetery, not illustrated on Metcalfs mep, just to the north of it. Edward H. Taft hed acquired
sixteen acresfrom the Davenports & 111 North Avenue in the period between the mgps. The northern farms
had dso changed hands Nathan Tyler'sthirty acreswas sold to Michagl Burk and Peter Lundy's sixty acres
beonged to Mrs. Roba M. Bennett in 1870.

(continued)
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An important transition had occurred in the town in the period between the 1831 and 1870 maps

Blackstone's perermid petition to erect a sgparate town was finally granted by the Mendon sdectmen in

1845, and a certain economic and spiritua depresson besat the community.  The enthusasm of indugtria

devdopment quickly abated, and the luger of financia sucoess was soon dulled as Mendon's rapid

expanson abruptly ceesed.  The egos of town leeders were bmised from years of resisting the sscesson of
Milford and Blackstone, and its futility. The success of these towns was long resented and Mendon's self-

identity underwent achange. At the town's 200™ anniversary celebration in 1869, nostagia wes still tinged

with remorse. Farming becamethe primary factor in the local economy once more, but areview of the 1863
tax assessments for the farmsin the historic district reveds an aging farm population, modest activity, and

few farm animas. Where dairy cows, shegp, swine and poultry once thrived, the assessors 1868 census
showed mesger populations of livestock and out-dated facilities. Adeline A. Davenport's farm still hed the
bams, brick (smoke?) house, cider house, henrhouse and crib, but only one horse, one cow, and one shep
was recorded. Charles A. Davenport was more active with four cows and two heifers, but this still does not
reed like a very productive enterprise. 'Y et few other farmson the list posted many more animas. Whileit

gopears that poultry were not counted and orchards were not itemized, the reported number of cows, swine,

and shegp ae consgtent indicatorsof low levels of farm production in the era

Life went on, but little of it had an impact on the physca devdopment of the community. There isa
significant ggp in the architectura cataog of the town for the last half of the 19" century, and it coincides
with this period when Mendon reverted to being an isolated rurd frontier once more. Wendedl Williams
sad of Mendon a the end of the 19 century, "I can't think of but one house erected in the villageduring
the twenty-five years of my resdence there.

Then suddenly, Mendon became thought of as an unspoiled place where there wias open goace, picturesgque
landscgpe, fresh air, cool temperatures, and a quiet exisgence. Many of the people who hed rgected the
country for the promise of the city now regarded the country with nostdgia They began returning to
Mendon Center as summer visitors, and the town deveoped renown as an unspoiled country place. The
vengable farms and their pastoral setting attracted summer boarders seeking respite from the industriaized
towns nearby. The Darling Farm on North Avenue had an excdlent reputation with tourists, occupying
Benjamin Davenport's subgtantiad Gresk Reviva-style house. Sky Farm, another old farmhouse on North
Avenue, closer to the center, was equdly renowned as aresort.  There ae gories of the rich-and-famous
from Boston and other Northeastem cities frequenting the town's summer retregts, however, Mendon Center
was mogt popular with those who found it mogst accessble: the middle- and working-class resdents of its
offspring towns.

(continued)
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The digtrict's distinctive old ridge farms endured through this period, perhaps taking in summer boarders
themsdlves, though many of the hardscrabble farms dsawhere inthe tovrahad been abandoned and wereto
dreedy retumingto forest. Though it gopeared to be gtatic, the community was evolving inits own quiet,
organic way. Improvements in agriculturd practice and technology had led to an improvement in farm
productivity and diversity. There was till excdlent farmland in Mendon. Its principa productions were
hay, potatoes, com, and rye. Numerous fmit trees had been planted over years, and many bog meadows hed
been cuhivated with cranberries. Quanfifies of milk were sold from the town, principaly to consumeasin
Milford. And Mendon wes rebuilding its reputation. I1n 1890, U.S. Senator George F. Hoar ussd the town
& an example to refiite assartions that agriculture in Massachusetts was declining. A correspondent to the
Worcester Sov provided the following "facts' in support of the Senator's defense of the farming community.

When we compare [Mendon's] condition twenty-five years ago with the present, we s that our advance, in nearly
every respect, except population, hes bean as decided as that of any neighboring town. In 1865, the town was
heavily in debt and had been for years now we are entirely out of debt, andfinanciallyinfine condition. At that
time we had no high schoal; now we have aflourishingone, and all our schools and their fumishings have been
greatly improved. In 1865, we had no public library. At present, we have a library of 2700 volumes, a large
proportion of which are vduable works. Formerly, very few of our young people went awvay to the higher
ingitutions of learning; now the datistics show that the number who go away is as great, perhaps gregter, in
proportion to the population, than in any other town in Worcester County, and they have won their share of sudent
honors, too...Mendon farmers are continualy bettering their condition. The furnishings, if not their homes ae
much more luxurious than & ay previous time, and many farms are improved. They now have luxuries and
comforts uncounted, not enjoyed twenty-five yeers ago. Then there were scarcdly more than two or three pianosin
town; now there mugt be more then fifty. Thus it will seam that financially, socialy and educationdly the mother
town and its inhabitants have advanced &s redlly as the noiser and richer towns and villages occupying its ancient
domain. The difference, if we congder the difference, in everything except population and aggregate wedlth, some
would claim, isin our favor. Comparing the vaue of the products of Mendon farms of 1890 with those of 1860
and 1870, it is bdieved thet the hay crop hes teadily increased, and the amount of milk and poultry products was
never 0 large a now. In 1868, the assessors found 228 cows, this year they find 512, and the enormous wagons
daily carrying their milk to the railroad for use in Boston are condantly increasing in number. At the sametime
there is no visible diminution in the amount daily distributed to surrounding towns.  The falling off of our
population does not necessaily indicate an abandonment of farms, s is thought by many. From 1845, when the
lagt division of the town was made, until 1878, the population of the town was about 1200. About thet time, the
large boot shops which had been running here were cdosed, and this chiefly accounts for subsequent decreasein
population.™

When L.J. Richard's Atlas of Worcester Countv was published in 1898, names had changed on the
properties in the North Avenue Rurd Historic Digtrict, but the spatia organization and physical components
of the mral landscape remained essentidly intact. Addine A. Davenport's 212-acre farm still dominated

(continued)
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the northern part of the district. Rufus G. Bedls owned the farm to the north (139 North Avenue) and Joseph
Scrivnen the Lundy-Trask Farm to the eedt (8 Trask Road). John L. Davenport had inherited CharlesA.
Davenport's farm, athough his land islisted as 110 acresinthe 1890 tax assessants (Thisincrease did not
come from Adeline A. Davenport's land.) Edward H. Taft farmed 203 acres between the two Davenports
according to the map, though much of iswas probably not his own. The map aso shows three dwellings on
the Taft property where only one currently exigts (the 2002 parcd map does show two house lots dong the
road within the larger farm lot). JamesQuigley is shown to occupy one house and Ellen Quigley another on
the old Lovett, later Davenport, later Albee property centered around the front gable house a 100 North
Avenue. Charles B. Gossreplaced Liberty Goss on the property north of there.  The 1898 town directory
listed Gosss occupation as "fine portraits.” Alfred C. Eldridge, a painter, resded in the Gresk Revival-
syle, front gable house with attached outbuildings where Calvin Turner hed lived in 1870. The picturesque
additions to the house had been meade by then, but perhgpsthis explains the addition of alarge north-facing
dormer was raised inthe roof of the atached barn. William W. Nelson occupied 85 North Avenue, which
was the Smith farmin 1831 and later part of Josgpoh G. Davenport's edtate.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The 23 century opened with prospects for the town's economy subgtantialy improved. On December 20,
1901, the Milford and Uxbridge Trolley Line opened, and it was condructed through Mendon. A cut hed
been mede through the eastem ridge sgparating Hopedde and Mendon and tracks emerged on North Avenue
a short distance north from the ste of the Old Pog Lane. From there, the line ran dovra the west Sdeof
North Avenue, across the intersection with Milford Road and dong Main Street to Maple Street. At the
center, the line tumed west on to Maple Stirest and out to the Uxbridge Road where it continued pest
Nipmuck Lake to its western terminus.  According to the newspaper, the people of Mendon were jubilant.
Houses dong the route were festively decorated for the inaugurd trip. The headline announced that there
wes "enthusasm everywhere"" The trolley company built a park on Nipmuck Lake and Mendon became
even more of a resort town for working families living in surrounding towns. The trolley dso medeit
possible for people to live in rural Mendon and work in one of the neighboring urban towns. Mendon hed
cad itself in the role of a kind of gaden suburb to neighboring tovras. |f the red esate market is any
indication, with little new congtruction evident in the center from the period, there does not gopeear to have
been the expected population and economic booms. Nevertheess, the town's image and self-confidence hed
improved.

(continued)
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During the trolley era new dwellings began gppearing in the center as well as farther out dong North

Avenue, dose to the line, and particularly inthe vicinity of the new Center School. Two shingled cottages
were introduced a 90 and 98 North Avenue. They were their eras Romanticized version of the traditiona

Cae Cod house  The large Four-Square house & 134 North Avenue was built in this period, and the
recongmcted farmhouse a 139 North Avenue reflects the modem domedtic influence as well.  And the
Trask family moved in and modernized the gopearance and plan of the old Lundy farmhouse (8 Trask Road).

The suburban taste was extending out North Avenue and into the rural zonesas well. Farm familieswere as
responsve to current syles as ayone dse, dthough rural journas and family magazines promoted more
modest versons of contemporary suburban tege.  Like evaryone dse, farm familieswere enjoyingthe
conveniences and luxuries of other middie-class families. Farm familiesin eestemn Massachusetts were
intimately intertwined in the suburban economy and lifestyle; it was not like these folks on North Avenue
were living on the prairie. The 1920 U.S. Canausrecorded 961 people living in Mendon. By comparison,
there were 13471 people in Milford, 5384 in Uxbridge, and 4,299 in Blackstone (Millville had incorporated
in 1916 and contained 2,224 people). Mendon wes still a small, relatively satic place.  The vadue of

Mendon's red edate in 1923 was $904,420, which ranked it fifteenth among the sixty-one municipalities in
Worcester County. For the vaue of persond estates, the town ranked even lower. Its $138,080 assessment

was the third lowest in the county."”

In the great house-building frenzy thet followed the Second World War, Mendon's housing stock was
noticeably expanded, athough not in ay planned or sysgemaic mamer. Dozens of Cgoe Cod-syle
dwellings were built in the town between 1940 and 1960. They are scatered throughout the town and
represent the continued, gradud growth of Mendon as a bedroom community. These small, modest homes
reflect the middle-class datus of the newcomears. Two Cgpes were built inthe district a 91 and 96 North
Avenue. They are both located a the southem end of the district consstent with the gradud expansion of a
resdentia community at the intersection of North Avenue and Northbridge Street that began in the early
19" century and is digtinguished by the landmark of the schoolhouse.  Suburban growth emanating from the
center had directed residentia devdopment out North Avenue, spurred by the gopearance of the trolley in
1900, the congtruction of the Center School in 1903, and the decline of farming aong the ridge, which
invited residentia subdivisions.

Hundreds of houses have been built inthe town dnce 1970, and they are again scattered around and mixed
into fabric of the higtoric district. A number them are concentrated on the west Sde of North Avenue and on
Hopedde Street where Addine A. Davenport's farm was subdivided. Where possble, these non-higtoric
and non-contributing properties have been excluded from the higtoric district, but in the northern portion of

(continued)
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the district they are avisuad intmsion. Even though they are non-contributing resources, these houses do
signify the revival of avitality Mendon hes not experienced since the early 19" century. Thetownis feeling
the impact from the sprawling growth of the Boston metropolis. Many of the historic farms surrounding the
center have been the targets of dense housing subdivisons. lronically, the best farmlands, which were
concentrated in and about the center, have made the best dtes for housng. Thus, the historic district is
becoming hemmed in with suburban housing while much of the hard scrgpple parts of the town remain less
intensively developed. Surviving farms on the ridge face the congtant threat of development, which would
have an adverse effect on the historic rura setting for the center. The automobile hes had its inevitable
impact with roads and traffic threstening to overwhem the historic character and mral quiet of the
community. The relocation of the town's middie school and, soon, the Upton-Mendon Public Library to the
historic district hes occurred only because school bus and automobile transportation make it posshble.
Fortunately, North Avenue hes long been aregiond transportation route, S0 the condant traffic on the road
isnot unusud. The scde, Ste plan and architectura character of this historic district remain intact, however.
And the North Avenue Rura Historic District hes emerged from the 20" century with its mral relationship
to its Colonial pag,, its distinctive Federd Period farm plans and buildings, and the improvements and scars
of the ensuing 150 years of maturation well in place. Itisagraphic representation of the exceptiond history
of aNew England farming community.

Archaeological Significance

Snce patterns of ancient Native American settlement in Mendon ae poorly understood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Native Stes in this area may contain important information that helps understand the
rdationships and variaions between subggence and setlement patterns besad in the uplands and those
concentrated in the coadd lowlands. The North Avenue Rurd Historic District, while located in the
southeegtern part of the Worcester Plateau in the Central Massachusetts uplands, aso occupies alocation a the
headwaters of two important regiond coaedd dranages The ditrict lies within the Mill River drainege that
converges with the Blackstone River and flows southerly to Narragansett Bay. The Charles River drainage is
adso located with one mile eet of the district and drains northeesterly to Boston Harbor. Ancient gtes in the
district may contribute important information that indicates the extent that Native Americans in the Centrd
Massachusetts uplands adopted unique or specidized drategiesin their exploitation of plant, anima and minerd
resources that varied from the exploitation of smilar resources in coagtd locdes. Ancient Stes may d0
contribute information that indicates the extent socid, technological, and exchange patterns on the Worcester
Paeau were affected by rdationships with different socio/political groups in the Boston Harbor and
Naragansett Bay regions.
(continued)
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Historic archaeologicd resources described above have the potentid to document the socid, culturd and
economic characterigtics representative of over 300 years of growth and development of aNew England upland
farm community. Documentary studies combined with archaeologica resserch may help recondtruct the 17
and 18" century landscape of the district and contribute physical examples of the farmateads from those periods
that no longer exist today. Parcd level deed reseerch combined with archaeologica testing may help locate the
18* century predecessors of the eight historic farms present inthe district today and the six farmsidentified in
that areaon the 1831 magp of Mendon. That information may help locate the earlier farmsthat lined the ridge
during the 17" century.

Detailled mapping of dructures and occupationd rated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells) a the stes of I/
and 18" century farmsteads may contribute important information on the layout of early farmsand the function
of bams and outbuildings that were presant.  That information may be important to undersand the
transformation of architectural design and agricultura practice that occurred in the 19 century. The location
and layout of locad farms may dso be important in understanding the dispersed agriculturd landscgpe that
characterized Mendon Center and its relationship to regiond pettems of farmstead distribution and layout.
Documentary evidence and the andyss of contents from occupationd related features may ad<o the effect, if
any, that ethnic composition and changein the population had on farmstead layoui.

During the 19" century, structurad evidence from bams and outbuildings may play an important role in
underslanding farmgteads snce mogt farmhouses survive in the district but related buildings have been lost
andlor replaced. Architectural detalls and artifacts assodaed with bams and outbuildings may play an
important role in underganding agricultural change on farmsteads, the extent of tenancy or boarding on farms,
and the type, extent and importance of manufacturing activitiesin the farm/family economy. Detalled andyss
of the contents of occupationd related features can contribute important information in these dudies by
providing information on activities, groups, families and individuas a different periods and over time. Many
farms in the district remained intact and were occupied by the same families over long periods of time.
Archaeologicd evidence may help understand how socid dructures influenced these patterns and helped retain
the rura charecter of the district for over 300 years.

(end)
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Acreage of property approximately 345 acres
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[X] See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
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(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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UTM References (continued)
.19 288480 4667300
19 288820 4666920
19 288470 4666460
19 287350 4665860
19 287190 4666580
19 287720 4666500
19 287520 4667000
19 287340 4667070
19 287270 4667580
19 287460 4667680
19 287330 4667860

o

GREKRBOXNO

Verba Boundary Description

The historic district encompasses the buildings and lands of a grouping of historic farms in the northem sde
of the Town of Mendon on North Avenue. The eestern boundary representsthe historic boundaries of the area
and is digned with the town boundary between Mendon and Hopedde. This boundary followsaridgdine that
with the ridge dong which North Avenue runs, enframesa smal valey and the watershed for the Muddy
Crek. The westem boundary is more arbitrary and irregular being defined by non-historic residentia
subdivisons that have been recently developed there. The northem boundary is determined by alarge public
schoal facility on the west Sde of the road and recent resdentiad congtruction on the eest Sde of the road that
intermpts the mral landscape a this point. Further north, the land is in forest. Likewise, the southem
boundary represents the termination of the farm landscgpe as North Avenue goproaches the densar pattem of
village devdlopment of Mendon Center. The boundary hes been drawn where the bresk-up of farm lotsinto
individua resdentia parces smal multiple-dwelling subdivisons hes occurred.

S= higtoric district boundary map for more particular details about this boundary.

Boundary Justification

The North Avenue Historic District was cregted to designate a distinctive rurd landscgpe characterized by

surviving farmhouses, barns, outbuildings and agricultural lands of the prominent "ridge” farms in the town of
Mendon. The boundaries were drawn to convey the physica and visud condition that historic landscape.

This nomination was developed in conjunction with a companion nomination: the Mendon Center Historic

Didtrict.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Neil Larson Dae 6/2002 Negativesa: Mendon Historica Commission
Photos 1-4 ae 8 X 14" Photos521 ae 4x 6

B invicinity of 101 North Avenue

101 North Avenue (r), 106 North Avenue (1)
NE invicinity of 91 North Avenue

Seth Davenport farm, 133 North Avenue
Smith-Neson farm, 85 North Avenue
Davenport-Goss farm, 106 North Avenue
Lundy-Trask farm, 8 Trask Roed
Lovett-Quigley farm, 100 North Avenue
Davenport-Taft farm, 111 North Avenue
Quigley-Eldredge house, 93 North Avenue
District One schoolhouse, 86 North Avenue
Cemetery, 9 North Avenue

Maple Farm, 101 North Avenue

Quigley House, 98 North Avenue

91 North Avenue

Rufus Bedsfarm, 139 North Avenue

J. Davenport farm, 134 North Avenue
Hopedae Road from North Avenue

Field gate, 113 North Avenue

Vista, looking NE & 85 North Avenue
Sonewall and treeline, 106 North Avenue
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NORTH AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT Peoelof 4
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parce MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE  STATUS
Number No. ADDRESS (it known; otherwbe building type) (@l buildingsframeconstruction unless otherwise noted) TYPE nﬁng?ﬁg&zg
314340R 259 4HopeddeS House formerly part of  2-gtory, Sde gable roof; atached garage Cl190 Colonid Building NC
Sah Davenport Farm Revival
3143-60-R 260 6 HopeddeS House formerly pat of  2-gtory, sde gable roof; atached garage cl990 Colonid Building NC
Sah Davenport Farm Reviva
3143-12-00R 261 12HopeddeSX House formerly part of  2-gtory, Sde gable roof; atached garage cl990 Colonid Building NC
Sah Davenport Farm Revival
3143-16-0-R 262 16 Hopedde S House formerly part of  2-gtory, Sde gable roof; atached garage cl990 Colonid Building NC
Sah Davenport Farm Revival
5189-85-0-R 149 & North Ave Smith-Ndson Farm 2-gtory, dde gable roof; detached garage: cl800 Federd Building C
gonewalls dong greet and north boundary; Outbuilding C
gpprox 20 acres fiinctioningfiel dsand Structure C
woods, Muddy Brook aong esstem boundary Site C
5189-86-0-R 263 83NorthAve District | Schoolhouse 1-gory, tront gable roof, full front porch, reer  CI1831L Gresk Building C
ell; detached garege Revival Outbuilding C
5189-90-0-R 805 90 North Ave Cameay smdl community buria plot sgt badk 100 ft. (cl800- n/a Site C
264 House from gtret, gpprox. 50 gones, endosed by present)
donewad| with wood gete, gonewall, gete
ad dilea dregt, mature trees, ds0 1-dary cl950 Cae Building C
cottage, 9de gable, Sde ell, detached garage a Outbuilding C
drest
5189-91-0-R 265 91North Ave House 1-gory, sde geble roof, Sde €ll; detached Cl940 Cae Building C
gaege Outbuilding C
5189-93-0-R 150 93 North Ave Quigley-Elbridge 1 '/i-story, front geble roof with attached ell Cl850 Gresk Building C
House and bam; gonewall adong southem boundary Reviva Structure Cc



NORTH AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

5189-%-0-R
5-189-96-0-R
5-189-98-0-R
5-189-100-0-R

5-189-101-0-R

5-189-102-0-R

5-189-103-0-R

5-189-106-0-R

5-189-109-0-C

MHC
No.

267

STREET
ADDRESS

A North Ave
96 North Ave
98 North Ave
100 North Ave

101 North Ave

102 North Ave

103 North Ave

106 North Ave

109 North Ave

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

House

House
Lovett-Quigley Fam
Lovett-Quigley Fam
Maple Farm

Charles A. Davenport
Fam

Lovett-Quigley Farm

Maple Farm

George L Davenport -
Charles B. Goss Farm

Josgph G. Davenport-
Edward H. Taft Farm

DESCRIPTION

(all buildingsf rameconstruction unless otherwise noted)

1-gory, Sde gable roof, atached garage
1-gory, Sde geble roof, atached garage
1 '/2-gory, front geble roof, Sde and reer lls;

detached garage

2-gory, front gable roof, Sde enfrance and
reex €ll; detached bam; gone wall dong sfreet

2-gtory, geble roof, south feBade, rear ell; 20™
century gambrd bam complex; detached
gaage goprox 106 acresof functioning fields
and woods, Muddy Brook crosses property
midway between west bounds dong road and
eedt bounds on ridge a Hopedde town ling;
donewalls dong roed and in interior

Approx 39 acresof farm land mostly
reforested, donewall dong drest;
noncontributing house hidden in woods
2-gory, Sde gable, noncontributing dwelling

1-gory, gable roof, center chimney, sde ell;
detached bam and two detached garages, 23
aoresof falow fields, woods and marsh; sone
walls dong drest and on interior

Approx. 15 axesof functioning fields and
woods, Muddy Brook a eesteam boundary

DATE

C1980
C1950
cl870
cl850

cl870

cl980

cl831

STYLE RESOURCE
TYPE
Rench Building
Cae Building
Colonid Building
Reviva Outbuilding
Gresk Building
Revival Outbuilding
Structure
Itdianate Building
Outbldg (2)
Structure
Site
na Building
Rench Structure
Ste
Colonid Building
Reviva
Federd Building
Outbldg (3)
Stmcture
Ste
na Ste

Pege2 of4

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing
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NORTH AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachustts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

5189-111-0-R

5189-113-0C

3-189-131-0-R

3-189-133-0-R

3189-134-0-R

3-189-139-0-R

3-189-143-0-R

3-189-147-0-R

MHC
No.

927

B

B

270

271

STREET
ADDRESS

111 North Ave

113 North Ave

131 North Ave

133 North Ave

134 North Ave

139 North Ave

143 North Ave

147 North Ave

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Joseph G. Davenport -
Edward H. Taft Farm

Joseph G. Davenport ~
Edward H. Taft Farm

Seth Davenport Farm

Sath Davenport Farm

J. Davenport Farm

Rufus G. Beds Fam

Rufus G. BedsFarm

Rufus G. BedsFam

DESCRIPTION

(@l buildingsframeconstmction unless otherwise noted)

2-gory, front gable roof; detached garage;
donewall dong treet

vacant land (probable house site); gonewall
dong drest

Approx 30 acresof fallowfiel dsand woods,
Muddy Brook within eestem boundary; gone
walls dong North Ave, south boundary and on
interior; dte for planned new library building
2-gtory, gable roof, reer ell; detached bam and
outbuildings (3); Muddy Brook contained in
eeglem part of property

2-gtory, hipped roof, rear €ll; detached bam
(c1850) and outbuildings (2)

2-gtory, hipped roof, rear €ll; detached bam
(cI850) and detached shed; gpprox 7 acres of
fallow farmland and woods, gonewall aong
Sret

2-gory, geble roof, noncontributing dwelling;
gpprox 5 aoresof fallow farmland and woods,
donewall dong strest

2-gory, gable roof, noncontributing dwelling;
goprox 10 aoresof fallow farmland and
woods, gonewall dong sregt

DATE

Cl820

cl970

C17/80

C1780

STYLE RESOURCE
TYPE
Federd Building
Outbuilding
Simcture
na Smcture
Ste
na Smcture
Ste
Federd Building
Outhbldg (4)
Classcd Building
Revivad Outbldg (3)
Classicd Building
Reviva Outbldg (2)
Stimcture
Ste
Colonid Building
Reviva Structure
Ste
Colonia Building
Reviva Structure
Ste

Page3 of 4

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

O000000



NORTH AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Pege 4 of 4
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts
DISTRICT DATA LIST
Parcd MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS
Number No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise buiilding type) (dl buildingsframeconstruction unless otherwise noted) TYPE n?;m;mmgg
323060C 929 6 TrakRd Seth Davenport Farm woods cl780 na Ste C
323080-R 272 8TrakRd Lundy-Trask Farm 1 '/2-gory, sde gableroof, full front piazza Cl1831, Gresk Building C
ddeell; detached bam, goprox 60 acres of Cl1900 Revivd Outbuilding ()
functioning fieldsand woods gonewalls Ste C
adong road Stmcture C
TOTALS: Confributing Buildings 15 Contributing Outbuildings ....22  Contributing Stes 13 Contributing Structures 13 Confributing Objects...O

Non-confributing Buildings 9 Non-contributing Outbldgs O Non-contributing Sites...0  Non-confributing Structures .0 Non-confributing Obyj. ...0



NPS Form 10-900-a 0B Approval No. 1024-0018
881

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 03000683 Date Listed: 7/25/2003

Property Name: North Avenue Rura Historic District County: Worcester States MA

Multiple Name

This property islisted in the National Register of Historic Placesin accordance with the attached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or anendments,
notwithstanding the Nationa Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

This SLR amendsthe district's Period of Significance to beginin 1780, the date of the oldest
extant contributing resource in the district.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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NORTH AVENUE RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Boundary Map

Solid lines represent district boundary

Dotted lines indicate tax map divisions

Refer to nomination form for boundary justification

SOURCE: Town of Mendon Assessors Tax Map
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

May 23, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad please find the following nomination form:

North Avenue Rura Historic District, Mendon (Worcester), MA

RERMD 2280

12 208

NAT. REGSTER @P_HIST: -C AACES
NATONAL PARK FHRACE

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included inthe district were
notified of pending Sate Review Board consderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg N
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Neil Larson, consultant
Coalleen Conley, Mendon Higtorical Commission
Dennis Shaheen, Mendon Board of Sdectmen
Mendon Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
wrww.sate maus/sec/mhc



