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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present site of the 0ld Lester and Haltom #1 Well is overgrown with

scrub timber, bushes and briars. The growth is so thick that very little
sunlight penetrates. The remains of the oil well consist of a mound, an
oil-blackened trail, a turnbuckle now embedded in a tree, and four easily
identified depressions in the ground (as shown in the attached diagram).

The depressions, of course, have become more shallow during the approximately
55 years since production ceased, but they are still distinct enough that
their functions are easily determined.

When the well "blew" in 1920, much more than depressions and a mound were
here. According to local authorities in Stephens, trails marked the paths
which mules followed as they carried water from a nearby creek to the water
reservoir. The boiler sitting atop the mound provided steam for the steam
engine several yards away near the base of the oil derrick.

Rising high above the steam engine was the crowning feature of the assemblage -
the wooden o0il derrick itself, made of sturdy pine lumber. A number of

cables stretched from nearby anchors to points high up on the derrick to

hold the derrick erect and steady. Beneath the derrick a ribbon of drilling
"mud" flowed from the drill hole to the mud pit. Mules walking beside the

mud pit drew board paddles back and forth through the pit to keep the drilling
mud of the proper consistency and to mix into the mud additional chemicals

if needed; this process was necessary if the mud was to do its job when packed
back into the drill hole.

Surrounding .the well and related equipment were numerous wooden sheds -
equipment sheds, a shed where the cooking was done, etc. The whole site
covered approximately one acre.

Soon after the few months during which the Lester and Haltom #1 Well was
producing, the steam engine and other equipment were removed to other and
newer oil fields. The derrick itself simply decayed and fell and finished
decaying. The forest has since been cleared of the tall pines so that
now only scrub timber and underbrush are left.



K2 SIGNIFICANCE

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —_COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE XECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/ZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —_ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 XCOMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS XINDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES

April 14, 1920

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Hunter 0Oil Company

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On April 14, 1920, oil was first discovered in Arkansas when the Lester

and Haltom #1 Well "blew" about three miles northeast of Stephens.

This

was the first of a multitude of oil discoveries which would come in rapid
succession and which would change the face, physical and economic, of

much of southwest Arkansas.

After this, the face of the land would be

characterized not only by pine forests, grazing cattle and crops, but
also by the derricks and refineries symbolizing Arkansas' newly found

mineral wealth.

Trucks, pulling great tanks of petroleum and petroleum

products, would soon be traveling the roads and highways of Ouachita,

Union and Columbia counties.

Thousands of Arkansas men would leave the
plow behind to work in refineries or drive trucks.

The number of wealthy

men in oil towns like Stephens would increase drastically and suddenly.

As drastic as the effects were, the discovery of oil in Arkansas had been

anticipated for many years.
in Fort Smith.

In 1887 the first Arkansas well was drilled
During the ensuing 32 years many more wells were drilled
in Arkansas, but no oil was found - only gas.

Then in the summer of 1919,

the Hunter Oil Company moved onto the Haltom-Lester lease near Stephens.
The following spring, it was confirmed - Arkansas had oil.

The Lester-Haltom #1 Well itself never became a very significant producer;

it was never' commercially profitable.

a day for a few months and then stopped producing.

It produced from 70 to 100 barrels
The first commercial

producer was the "Busey Well" in E1 Dorado, which came in several months

after the Lester and Haltom #1 Well.

It was at El Dorado, not Stephens,
that Arkansas' first oil boom took place.

Then, over a year after the

El Dorado discovery, oil was discovered at Smackover; it was the Smackover
field which was to be Arkansas' greatest oil producer.

Thus the Lester & Haltom #1 Well must be seen in proper perspective; it

was not the first well drilled in Arkansas,

profitable well in the state.

of o0il in Arkansas.

nor was it the first commercially

But, all this does not detract from the
significance of the Lester & Haltom #1 well a

s the site of the first discovery
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