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·HISTORIC 
~ Lester & Haltom #1 Well 
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Mrs. Lossie Haltom 
STREET & NUMBER 

Church Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Stephens VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Ouachita County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
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NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
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Fourth 
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. PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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STATE 
Arkansas 
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xoTHER : none 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
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CITY. TOWN 
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B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

~DETERIORATED 
_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---.-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The present site of the Old Lester and Haltom #1 Well is overgrown with 
scrub timber, bushes and briars. The growth is so thick that very little 
sunlight penetrates. The remains of the oil well consist of a mound, an 
oil-blackened trail, a turnbuckle now embedded in a tree, and four easily 
identified depressions in the ground (as shown in the attached diagram). 
The depressions, of course, have become more shallow during the approximately 
55 years since production ceased, but they are still distinct enough that 
their functions are easily determined. 

When the well "blew" in 1920, much more than depressions and a mound were 
here. According to local authorities in Stephens, trails marked the paths 
which mules followed as they carried water from a nearby creek to the water 
reservoir. The boiler sitting atop the mound provided steam for the steam 
engine several yards away near the base of the oil derrick. 

Rising high above the steam engine was the crowning feature of the assemblage -
the wooden oil derrick itself, made of sturdy pine lumber. A number of 
cables stretched from nearby anchors to points high up on the derrick to 
hold the derrick erect and steady. Beneath the derrick a ribbon of drilling 
"mud" flowed from the drill hole to the mud pit. Mules walking beside the 
mud pit drew board paddles back and forth through the pit to keep the drilling 
mud of the proper consistency and to mix into the mud additional chemicals 
if needed; this process was necessary if the mud was to do its job when packed 
back into the drill hole. 

Surrounding,. the well and related equipment were numerous .wo~den sheds -
equipment sheds, a shed where the cooking was done, etc. The whole site 
covered approximately one acre. 

Soon after the few months during which the Lester and Haitom ·#l' Well was 
producing, the steam engine and other equipment were removed to other and 
newer oil fields. The derrick itself simply decayed and fell and finished 
decaying. The forest has since been cleared of the tall pines so that 
now only scrub timber and underbrush are left. 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_ 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 

_ 1800-1899 
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-..ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC 

-..ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

-..ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

.XCOMMERCE 

_ COMMUNICATI ONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 
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_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

.XINDUSTRY 

_ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ LAW 

_ LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT 

_ RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES April 14, 1920 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Hunter Oil Company 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

On April 14, 1920, oil was first discovered in Arkansas when the Lester 
and Haltom #1 Well "blew" about three miles northeast of Stephens. This 
was the first of a multitude of oil discoveries which would come in rapid 
succession and which would change the face, physical and economic, of 
much of southwest Arkansas. After this, the face of the land would be 
characterized not only by pine forests, grazing cattle and crops, but 
also by the derricks and refineries symbolizing Arkansas' newly found 
mineral wealth. Trucks, pulling great tanks of petroleum and petroleum 
products, would soon be traveling the roads and highways of Ouachita, 
Union and Columbia counties. Thousands of Arkansas men would leave the ~ • 
plow behind to work in refineries or drive trucks. The number of wealthy 
men in oil towns like Stephens would increase drastically and suddenly. 

As drastic as the effects were, the discovery of oil in Arkansas had been 
anticipated for many years. In 1887 the first Arkansas well,_ w~~ drilled 
in Fort Smith. During the ensuing 32 years many more wells were drilled 
in Arkansas, but no oil was found - only gas. Then in the summer of 1919, 

• •• • ... "(" ;. 1' •. • • ,. ~... ~ •#. 4 • 1 

the Hunter Oil Company moved onto the H<!tltom-Lester' !'ease near· St'ephens~ 
The following spring, it was confirmed - Arkansas had oil. 

The Lester-Haltom #1 Well itself never became a very significant producer;, 
it was never' commercially profitable. It produced from 70 to 100 barreis·-<­
a day for a few months and then stopped producing. The first commercial 
producer was the "Busey Well" in El Dorado, which came in several months 
after the Lester and Haltom #1 Well. It was at El Dorado, not Stephens, 
that Arkansas' first oil boom took place. Then, over a year after the 
El Dorado discovery, oil was discovered at Smackover; it was the Smackover 
field which was to be Arkansas' greatest oil producer. 

Thus the Lester & Haltom #1 Well must be seen in proper perspective; it 
was not the first well drilled in Arkansas, nor was it the first commercially 
profitable well in the state. But, all this does not detract from the 
significance of the Lester & Haltom #1 well as the site of the first discovery 
of oil in Arkansas. 
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tester & Haltcm ff l Oil Well Site 
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Hon. John L. McClilian 
Hon. Dale Bumpers 
Hon. Ray Thornton, Jr. 
Regional Director, Southwest Region 
(:~:M Mott:coc 4/13/76 

Location 

Stephens Vicinity 
OU&chita County 

State H1ator1c Preservation Officer 
Ms. Al'lne Bartley 
Act ing Director 
Department of .Nat ural and Culture 

eri tage 
The Old St ate House 
300 est 1ar l-Jlam 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

INT: 2950-75 



103 
city 1 town 

CONDITION 
Oexcellent 
Ogood 

Ofair 

eriorated 
Oruins 
ounexposed 

«OSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-I «O~UB )I A~T1AllY INTAC"-2 ~:=]SUBSTANTIAllY INTACT·3 

Q ONOT INTACT -0 2o NOT NTACT ·0 0 0 NOT IN TACT • 0 

ted 

« « « 
Creconstructed ::unknown 1 ~OUNKNOWN-4 ~OUNKNOWN-5 >OUNKNOWN·6 

0 excavated _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ ~0 HOT APPliCABlE-7 ~0 NOT APPliCABlE~ __ ~-0 NOT APPliCABLE· 9 

~~- __ restrict c ) P ~~cess 0Unknown {@>ADAPTIVE USE ~[JNoJ@J _ _ SAY~O' DYES I IS PROPER!Y~- ~~~TO~IC DIST~ICT?0y 
--- DEN' G-1 ' OlANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 (1POLITICS / GOVT ·2' ORECREATiON·28 ~CL 

OENTERTAINMENT·26 0 lAW-16 0 RELIGION-22 8SETTlEMENT- 2g 1'-tfirst.' 'x_l discovery of oil in AR 0 ARCHEOlOGY- preh1stor c • 2 

0 ARCHEOlOGY- h1stor c ·I 

0 AGRICUlTURE-3 

0 ARCHITECTURE-4 

0 ART-S 

RCE \,. 

DCOMMUNICAT OIIS- 7 

0 CO~~ERVATION- 8 

v("CONOMICS{g) 

0 ED UCATION'::-iO-
. --~ 

SIGNIFICANT/~~~/ 
architectural s tyle{s) : 

0 EXPlORATION ·12 

0 HEAlTH 

I'N"ousTRY {ii) 
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0 liHRATURE-17 

0 MiliTARY- 18 

0 MUSIC· 19 
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0 SCIENCE· 23 0 URBAN PlANIIING·31 
0 SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 0 OTHER (SPECIFY) 

0 SOCIAl I CULTURAL: 30 
0 TR ANSPORTATION· 

dates of in1t1al construction: ~ /~ Z.O 
major altent1ons: 

historic events: 

'oldest· 0 

'only' 0 

ETHNIC G ROUP 
ASSOCIATION 

Site of first discovery of oil in ;(tate on April 14; remnants of oil derrick, cables, trails, and associated 
habitation structures; signifies beginning of rapid industrialization in~tate. Unexcavated. 
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