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NITOWL. RE3 STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

The John N Walls House i s significant for i tsassociation witht he
town's early ZOth century real estate development on the town's
rural outskirts andi t sstylish French Chateau desis®n. | t meets
National Register criteria AandC at t helocal level and retains
integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship, desian.
feeling, andassociation. The boundaries indicated onthe attached
assessors map ar ethose of current ownership andarehistorically
associated with tha property.

AHTEIUR. SGNH GANE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate In terns of
other buildings wthin the coranonity.
This large Chateau style house i s distinguished by the substantial appearance and high
gual ity workmanship which were typical of the best residential construction in the United
States during the 1920's. | t was the largest and nost inposing residence to bebuilt in
Sout hbridge since the first decade of the 20th—entury. |Inspired by ahistorical European
style, this houae contrasts strongly i n appearance with the clean, rather severe lines of the
nmodern International Style of the large andequally well-built house his cousin, George B Vel
built nearby only a few years later in 1932 (form #F-603).

Built of stone andhbhrick, the house features a turret at the cort of the ell onthe facade,
casenent wi ndows andvast slate roof.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omes played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the derdopmat of the community.
John M Wells was born i n 1903, the son of J. Cheney Wells of the American Optical Conpany ary
Fl orence Morse. He married Sylvia Shippen in 1928. Working first for American Optical Conpan;
for a nunber of years. Wells formed a conpany, Harvey-Wells Comunications”lncorporated in
1940 (with headquarters i n Southbridge) inorder towork inhis preferred field, radio-commni-
cations. ¢ o o

Built onpart of Cohasset Farm this house represents anearly stage inthe transition of this
section of Eastford Road fromrural t osuburban. Qn CohassetFarm Cohasse”' Country Cub was
built in 1919, this house i n 1927)and George Wells' house in 1932. During the 1940's the
Jacots Farmton Durfee Road™was al so subdivided for suburban houses. |In nmore recent years
further devel opment of the areas around El mStreet andDurfee Road have created a much |ess
rural feeling in the neighborhood. However, this house andthe areas immediately aroundi t
are still undeveloped andrelatively unchanged.
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maps, atlases
Wells, Ruth 0O TheWlls Fam |y, Southbridge, privately printed, 1979, pp. 213-218.,
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