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Town Southbridge 

Address A91 Eastford Road 

Historic Name John M. Wells House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", blacic and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on bacic of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

SIcetch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersectlon(s). ,̂  
Indicate north 
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UTM REFERENCE SCtOyX>IC 

USGS QUADRANGLE ^Ul^b\r('db^MQ.^S-GTnO 

SCALE i\zc,m 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1927 

Source assessors records 

Style French Chateau 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric stone and brick  

Outbuildings garage (1970's) /A//:! 

Major Alterations (with dates)none 

Condition Excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 1^.^ QfiHA 

Setting set back from road on large land­ 

scaped grounds with stone entrance gate, 

; t i l l semi-rural area with golf course 

next to north. 

Recorded by S. Ceccacci 

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
mission 

Date Mav 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The John N. Walls House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e 
town's e a r l y Z O t h c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e development on t h e town's 
r u r a l o u t s k i r t s and i t s s t y l i s h French Chateau desis^n. I t meets 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s 
i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, d e s i a n . 
f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The bo u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d 
assessors map a r e those o f c u r r e n t ownership and a r e h i s t o r i c a l l y 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a p r o p e r t y . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the coramunity. 
This large Chateau style house i s distinguished by the substantial appearance and high 
quality workmanship which were t y p i c a l of the best r e s i d e n t i a l construction i n the United 
States during the 1920's. I t was the largest and most imposing residence to be b u i l t i n 
Southbridge since the f i r s t decade of the 20th—century. Inspired by a h i s t o r i c a l European 
s t y l e , t h i s houae contrasts strongly i n appearance with the clean, rather severe lines of the 
modern International Style of the large and equally w e l l - b u i l t house his cousin, George B. Wel 
b u i l t nearby only a few years l a t e r i n 1932 (form #F-603). 

B u i l t of stone and brick, the house features a t u r r e t at the cort of the e l l on the facade, 
casement windows and vast slate roof. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
John M. Wells was born i n 1903, the son of J. Cheney Wells of the American Optical Company an̂  
Florence Morse. He married Sylvia Shippen i n 1928. Working f i r s t for American Optical Compan; 
for a number of years. Wells formed a company, Harvey-Wells Communications^Incorporated i n 
1940 (with headquarters i n Southbridge) i n order to work i n his preferred f i e l d , radio-communi­
cations. • • •. 

Bu i l t on part of Cohasset Farm, t h i s house represents an early stage i n the t r a n s i t i o n of t h i s 
section of Eastford Road from r u r a l to suburban. On CohassetFarm, Cohasse^'Country Club was 
b u i l t i n 1919, this house i n 1927)and George Wells' house i n 1932. During the 1940's the 
Jacots Farm^on Durfee Road^was also subdivided for suburban houses. In more recent years 
further development of the areas around Elm Street and Durfee Road have created a much less 
r u r a l feeling i n the neighborhood. However, t h i s house and the areas immediately around i t 
are s t i l l undeveloped and r e l a t i v e l y unchanged. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' , i 
maps, atlases 
Wells, Ruth D. The Wells Family, Southbridge, p r i v a t e l y printed, 1979, pp. 213-218., 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294 


