AREA FORM NO.

FORM B - BUILDING 207

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108

Town Met huen

Address 430 Pel hamSti ~

| Historic Name 'MN Town Farm”
Present Omer: Arthur J. Roberts

PHOTGO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple to left side of form Use: Present Private residence
Photo number 9-19 *  Original town poor farm
9-20 (detail)
DESCR PTI O\

Date ca. 1845

Source Methuen Historical Conm ssion

SKETCH M _
Show property's location i nrelation Style Federal/Greek Revival
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate Architect Unknown
all buildings between inventoried
property andnearest intersection, Exterior wall fabric redbrick

[ ndicate north.

S,
|

Qut bui l dings none

P

Maj or alterations (vith dates) none

Moved no Date n/an
"~n 1_ Approx. acreage oneacre or*less
Recorded by  Gail Hunton/Carole Zellie Setting located i nrural northwest
Organi zation Landscape Research, Lt d. corner of town.
Date My, 1978/ May, 1985 Yooy Ty
Assessor's Data: Block 128, Lot 126 UM Ref erences: Lawrence Quad 1:25, 000

19 316440 4733960

(Staple additional sheets here)



Z-Zmry 'y er e e-M-y

ARH TECTURAL SIGNH CANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interms of other buildingswithin the comunity.)

The "Town Poor Farn¥ " now a residence, was built in 1846. Constructed of brick
and resting on a stone foundation, thefive-bay facade has a recessed central
entry with sem-elliptical fanlight andsidelights. Thew ndows have granite
lintels andsills andcontain 66 sash. Thebroad end walls termnate i n parapets
and doubl e chi meys.

HSTARCAL SGNH CANCE (Explainthe role owners played inlocal or state
history and howthe building relates t othe devel opnment of the comunity.)

The "Town Poor Farmi was Methuen's second. |t s constructionwas necessitated

by the incorporationof Lawence in 1845 from lands formerly belonging t o Methuen;
the original poor farmwas |ost t olLawence. Twon records do not indicatethe
architect; the other inportant building of the period built bythe tow was the
1853 Town Hal | designed by H D Cdement. Thebuilding is well appointed for

a poor farm a structure which was t oprovide housing for thetow' sindigent,
anong ot her functions. The end-wall treatnment is not seen el sewhere in Methuen.

The Town Poor Farm possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and

workmanship. [t issignificant as anearly andunusual Town of Met huen buil ding
and i s associated with Methuen's m d19th century devel opnent. | t meets criteria
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. , o0 J,

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Research of the Methuen Historical Conm ssion.

Janes K Barker. Myp of Methuen, Mass. (1846). . .

oM - 7/82



NPS Fonii I0-a00-a
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United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item numt)er

For NPS UM only
YWYVW\

date entered

Page of. A

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Methuen Multiple Resource Area
Essex County, Massachusetts

Name
State

Nomination/Type of Review

31. Old Town Farm SSnf«r«8 fit " “eper (Z2(LVV<A- i [P rfjnzmn
JJatloQRI Begiflter
1 1 11 A
32((arkl-odg"'. "eper MO Mt wAhy A AljrA
| ] [ I | ]
Attest
33.  Perkins, Joseph, House itatered In tke yfeeper [T NNy NS A N2
> I o ! Attest
34. Fine Lodge Substantiva Hevilss -« ""V'A Keeper
rscs” IMy\iyviry  riN{ »NAT2AAN
Attest
35. Searles High School «f'vir«ii)t 'Ui '[" keeper
Attest .
36. Sinpson, Janes E., House Entered Inti.e [~Per ~">(fc/ Lc-"«M(N-<n
Attest
37. Spicket Falls Historic Eatered In the ifAper AULAAAN AIAN'Q'AN OA'"M
District National Regigter
Attest
38. Swan, Asie, House ] o
yA- Mational EaMi®im. A
L Attest
39. Tenny Castle Gatehouse i N#Hred Ufa Miteegper . YUATIN-LILANNAAAN [N Ay
Attest
40. Turnpike House 4 r gytstantlve. Review Keeper L,../ Ly~™n / L h

Attest

Date/Signature



WASO Form-177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Old Town Farm (Methuen MRA)

Ess=x County \
MASSACHUSETTS | [EC -7 1983
Working No. _
Fed. Reg.Date
Date Due
U s 8at.r.d IME’e'= -~CCEPT_ I AN
resubmission . .RETURN.
CH nomination by person or local government j,- ny Nat i onal %gl eter .REJECT.
« owner objection Federal Agency:
. appeal
Substantive Review: ¢ sample d] request e appeal * NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
UJ good I lruins altered e moved date.
o fair | | unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

D summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity vy -cAY —ee-Alry- NN
| | alterations/integrity
1 |dates

e boundary selection e X LSN < . -z



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

‘oo’ >y yuLf

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

UJ summary paragraph

UJ completeness

e clarity

e applicable criteria = , -

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context Xl L.--yyii-
« relationship of integrity to significance

e justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date

(A

Phone.:.

, Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

yl y}s>'X
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000284



